how to make a family tree

How to Make a Family Tree: A Step-by-Step Guide to Discovering Your Roots

how to make a family tree is a journey that many embark on to uncover the stories and
connections that shape their identity. Creating a family tree is more than just an exercise
in genealogy; it’s a way to connect with the past, understand your heritage, and preserve
memories for future generations. Whether you’'re a beginner or have some experience

tracing ancestry, this guide will walk you through the process of building a family tree,
offering practical advice and handy tips along the way.

Getting Started: What You Need to Know Before
Making a Family Tree

Before diving into the actual process, it’s helpful to understand the basics of genealogy
and the types of family trees you can create. Family trees can vary from simple charts
showing immediate family members to detailed genealogical records spanning multiple
generations.

Choosing the Type of Family Tree

There are several formats you can use:
¢ Ancestor Chart: Focuses on your direct ancestors, going backward in time.
e Descendant Chart: Starts with an ancestor and shows their descendants.

¢ Hourglass Chart: Combines ancestors and descendants for a comprehensive view.

e Fan Chart: A visually appealing way to display multiple generations in a circular
format.

Deciding on the type of family tree will guide how you organize your research and present
the information.

Gathering Essential Tools and Resources

To make the process smooth, gather some basic tools:



e Notebooks or digital note-taking apps to record information.

Access to genealogy websites and databases.

Family documents such as birth certificates, marriage licenses, and old photographs.

Interview questions prepared for talking with relatives.

Software or online platforms to create and visualize your family tree.

Having these resources ready will help you stay organized and make your research more
efficient.

How to Make a Family Tree: Step-by-Step
Research Process

Building a family tree is a combination of detective work and storytelling. Here’s how to
approach it systematically.

Start with What You Know

Begin by writing down your own information, then add your parents, siblings, and
grandparents. Collect as many details as possible — full names, birthdates, places of birth,
marriage dates, and death dates. This foundational information is crucial for expanding
your tree.

Interview Family Members

One of the richest sources of information is your living relatives. Older family members
often have stories, names, and dates that you won’t find in official records. Approach your
relatives with a list of questions about their memories, family traditions, and any known
ancestors.

Collect and Organize Documents

Search for official documents like birth, marriage, and death certificates, immigration
papers, military records, and wills. These documents provide verified data and can help
confirm family connections. Organize these records carefully, either physically in folders
or digitally with proper labels.



Research Online Genealogy Databases

The internet offers a wealth of genealogy resources. Websites like Ancestry.com,
FamilySearch.org, and MyHeritage provide access to census records, military files, and
historical documents. Many of these platforms have user-friendly tools for building and
sharing family trees online.

Verify Your Information

Genealogy research can sometimes lead to conflicting data. Always cross-reference
information from multiple sources to ensure accuracy. Keep track of where each piece of
data comes from; this practice is known as source citation and is important if you plan to
share your research.

Visualizing Your Family Tree: Tools and Tips

Once you’ve gathered enough information, it’s time to create a visual representation of
your family tree. This can be done in various ways depending on your preference and
technical comfort.

Using Paper and Pen

For those who enjoy a hands-on approach, drawing your family tree on paper can be
rewarding. Start with yourself at the base and branch out to parents, grandparents, and so
on. Use clear labels and symbols to distinguish between different family lines or
generations.

Digital Software and Apps

There are numerous software options available that make creating and editing family trees
easy:

e Family Tree Maker: A popular desktop application with extensive features.

e Gramps: Open-source software for detailed genealogy records.

e RootsMagic: Known for its user-friendly interface and research tools.

e Online platforms: Websites like Ancestry and MyHeritage also allow you to build
trees directly online.



These tools often include options to add photos, documents, and stories to each family
member's profile.

Creative Presentation Ideas

Beyond traditional charts, consider creative ways to present your family tree:

e Photo Trees: Incorporate family photos at each branch for a personal touch.

e Interactive Trees: Use digital platforms that allow clickable profiles and embedded
media.

e Wall Art: Create a large, framed family tree to display at home or family gatherings.

These approaches make your family history engaging and visually appealing.

Preserving and Sharing Your Family Tree

A family tree is a living document that benefits from ongoing care and sharing.

Keeping Your Research Updated

Genealogy is an evolving project. New information may come to light through additional
research or family discoveries. Make it a habit to revisit and update your tree periodically.

Backing Up Your Data

Whether your family tree is digital or physical, preserving it is essential. For digital trees,
maintain backups on external drives or cloud storage. For paper records, consider
scanning important documents and photos to create digital copies.

Sharing with Family and Community

Sharing your family tree can spark interest among relatives and encourage collaboration.
You can:

e Create printed booklets or charts for family reunions.



e Share digital trees through genealogy websites or social media.

¢ Organize storytelling sessions where family members contribute anecdotes and
memories.

This collaborative spirit often uncovers new details and enriches the family history.

Tips and Common Challenges When Making a
Family Tree

Genealogy is rewarding but occasionally tricky. Here are some pointers to help you
navigate common obstacles:

e Be patient: Some records may be hard to find or take time to access.

e Respect privacy: Be mindful when sharing information about living relatives.

 Handle discrepancies carefully: Names, dates, and places might vary in different
records.

» Use professional help if needed: Professional genealogists can assist with complex
research.

e Stay organized: Keep track of your sources and notes to avoid confusion.

Approaching your family tree project with curiosity and diligence will make the process
not only productive but enjoyable.

Exploring how to make a family tree opens a window to your family’s past and offers a
meaningful way to connect generations. Whether you choose a simple chart or an
elaborate genealogical record, the journey of discovery is always rewarding. With patience
and the right tools, you can create a family tree that honors your heritage and becomes a
treasured legacy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a family tree?

A family tree is a visual representation of a person's ancestry, showing their relatives and
how they are related across generations.



What are the first steps to make a family tree?

Start by gathering information about your immediate family, including names, birthdates,
and relationships, then gradually expand to include extended family members.

Which tools can I use to create a family tree?

You can use online platforms like Ancestry.com, MyHeritage, or free tools like
FamilySearch, or software such as Family Tree Maker and Gramps.

How do I organize information when building a family
tree?

Organize information by generations, starting from yourself or a common ancestor, and
include key details such as birth, marriage, and death dates for each individual.

How can I verify the accuracy of my family tree
information?

Verify information through official records like birth certificates, marriage licenses, census
data, and by consulting family members and historical documents.

Can I include photos and stories in my family tree?

Yes, many family tree tools allow you to add photos, documents, and personal stories to
enrich your family history.

How do I handle conflicting information in family tree
research?

Document all sources, compare conflicting data carefully, and consider consulting multiple
records or experts to resolve discrepancies.

Is it possible to collaborate with family members on a
family tree?

Absolutely, many online platforms allow multiple users to contribute and edit family trees
collaboratively, which can help gather more accurate information.

How can I share my completed family tree with others?

You can share your family tree by generating reports, exporting it as a PDF or GEDCOM
file, or sharing it directly through online genealogy websites.



Additional Resources

How to Make a Family Tree: A Professional Guide to Tracing Your Ancestry

how to make a family tree is a question that resonates with individuals seeking to
understand their heritage, connect with relatives, or preserve familial history for future
generations. Constructing a family tree goes beyond simply listing names and dates; it
involves meticulous research, critical analysis of sources, and careful organization of data.
This article explores the essential steps, tools, and methodologies to create a
comprehensive and accurate family tree, while examining the pros and cons of various
approaches.

Understanding the Basics of a Family Tree

A family tree, also known as a genealogy chart, visually represents familial relationships
across generations. It typically begins with the individual or family at the base and
branches upwards to depict parents, grandparents, and further ancestors. The primary
goal of creating a family tree is to map connections, uncover lineage, and sometimes
reveal historical contexts influencing the family’s narrative.

Before delving into the process of how to make a family tree, it is important to grasp the
types of family trees available:
e Pedigree Chart: Focuses on direct ancestors, often tracing lineage through paternal

or maternal lines.

e Descendant Chart: Starts with an ancestor and branches downward to show all
descendants.

e Hourglass Chart: Combines pedigree and descendant charts, displaying ancestors
and descendants from a common individual.

Each chart type serves distinct research purposes, and choosing the appropriate format
depends on the objectives of the genealogical inquiry.

Step-by-Step Guide: How to Make a Family Tree

1. Start with What You Know

The foundation of any family tree begins with collecting information from personal
knowledge and immediate family members. Recording full names, birthdates, marriage
dates, and places of residence provides the initial framework. This firsthand data is crucial



as it guides subsequent research.
Interviews with relatives can reveal stories, photographs, and documents that may not be

publicly available. Careful documentation during these conversations prevents loss of
valuable information.

2. Organize and Document Your Data

To maintain clarity and accuracy, organizing gathered information methodically is
essential. Utilizing genealogy software or even spreadsheets can help manage data points
such as dates, locations, and relationships.

It is advisable to cite sources meticulously. Reliable documentation aids in verifying facts

and prevents duplication. In professional genealogy, source citations are fundamental for
credibility.

3. Research Public Records and Archives

Expanding beyond personal knowledge involves consulting various public records,
including:

e Birth, marriage, and death certificates

e Census records

e Immigration and naturalization documents

e Military and probate records

These records, often accessible through government archives or online databases, provide
verifiable evidence that can confirm or challenge family lore. Platforms like Ancestry.com,
FamilySearch, and MyHeritage offer extensive digital archives, though access may require
subscription fees.

4. Evaluate and Cross-Verify Information

Genealogical research demands critical evaluation of sources. Conflicting data is common,
particularly when dealing with historical records prone to errors or inconsistencies. Cross-
verifying information across multiple documents helps establish accuracy.

For instance, if a census record lists a birth year differing from a birth certificate,
researchers must assess which source is more reliable based on context and origin.



5. Choose the Right Family Tree Format and Tools

Selecting an appropriate medium to construct the family tree is integral to the project’s
success. Options include:

e Hand-drawn Charts: Traditional and personalized, but less scalable and harder to
edit.

¢ Genealogy Software: Programs like Legacy Family Tree, RootsMagic, and Gramps
offer robust features for data entry, relationship mapping, and report generation.

e Online Platforms: Websites such as Ancestry.com and MyHeritage allow
collaborative tree building and access to community resources.

Each tool has advantages and limitations. Software and online platforms facilitate updates
and sharing, while hand-drawn charts offer tactile engagement but may lack flexibility.

Key Considerations When Making a Family Tree

Data Privacy and Ethical Concerns

While compiling family history, respecting privacy is paramount. Some relatives may
prefer not to disclose sensitive information. Additionally, publishing or sharing
genealogical data online should be approached cautiously to protect living individuals’
identities.

Challenges in Genealogical Research

Incomplete records, name variations, and historical events such as migrations or wars can
complicate the process. Researchers often encounter “brick walls” where tracing lineage
further becomes difficult. Persistence and creative problem-solving, such as exploring
alternative spellings or neighboring regions’ records, can help overcome these obstacles.

Benefits of Creating a Family Tree

Beyond satisfying curiosity, family trees foster a sense of identity and belonging. They can
provide educational opportunities, reveal genetic predispositions for health
considerations, and strengthen family bonds through shared history.



Comparing Digital and Traditional Methods

In the digital age, the question of how to make a family tree often centers around whether
to use paper-based methods or digital tools.

e Traditional Family Trees: Pros include personalization and tangibility; cons involve
difficulty in updating and sharing.

e Digital Family Trees: Pros include ease of modification, integration with databases,
and collaborative potential; cons include subscription costs and the need for
technical skills.

A hybrid approach, where initial data is sketched on paper and later digitized, is a
practical solution for many.

Integrating DNA Testing

Modern genealogy increasingly incorporates genetic testing services such as 23andMe or
AncestryDNA. These tests complement traditional research by providing biological
evidence of relationships and ethnic origins, potentially uncovering unknown relatives.
However, interpreting DNA results requires caution and often professional consultation.

Final Reflections on How to Make a Family Tree

The endeavor to create a family tree is both a scientific and an artistic pursuit, demanding
diligence as well as creativity. By systematically gathering information, critically analyzing
sources, and employing suitable tools, individuals can construct meaningful genealogical
narratives. Whether for personal fulfillment or academic purposes, understanding how to
make a family tree opens doors to the past and enriches the present with a deeper
appreciation of familial heritage.
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Have you ever wondered where your family came from? Would you like to know if you and someone
famous share a common great-great grandparent? If you've answered yes to any of these questions
you might be an amateur genealogist without even knowing it! Genealogical programs like Family
Tree Maker are widely available and do not require any special training to use. That's right -- with a
PC, a computer program, and an interest in discovering your roots you can begin tracing your
family's history from its early years to today. Along the way you just might visit exotic lands, meet
famous relatives, or dabble in a foreign language! Family Tree Maker For Dummies is your guide to
getting the most out of today's most popular genealogy software on the market. Begin by
investigating the many features Family Tree Maker offers all budding genealogists. Find out what
you need to get underway and how to start recording data you have collected. The book helps you
create an investigation strategy that taps into close (and distant) relatives, high-tech resources, and
other genealogists from around the world! You can also explore options for presenting your
completed family tree, from including photos and video in the final product to making copies for
relatives. Family Tree Maker For Dummies makes preserving vital family records a fun and
rewarding experience.

how to make a family tree: Planting Your Family Tree Online Cyndi Howells, 2004-01-12 A
beginner’s guide to building a website that traces your family’s lineage as a resource for present and
future generations, or for finding new relatives. Planting Your Family Tree Online is designed to take
you step-by-step through the process of creating a genealogy Web site. When people begin their
genealogical adventure, they usually interview elderly members of the family and contact other
family members. The next step is usually one of organization of the information collected. The third
step is usually to share this information with other family members, traditionally by publishing
research in a book. However, a family Web site has numerous advantages: It is interactive so others
can contribute their stories and pictures. It will help you find long-lost relatives. It is an ideal way to
preserve research for the entire family. It will break down the walls that have stumped you in your
research. It recognizes that family research is an ongoing process This book is written by Cyndi
Howells, owner and webmaster of Cyndi’s List, a Web site of more than 130,000 online genealogical
resources. Cyndi points out, “This book is loaded with URLs to Web sites that will give you
everything you need to create a beautiful family tree online.” However, Web site URLs change daily
and some may no longer work. She has created web pages as part of Cyndi’s List that correspond to
the features of the book so that the URLs will be kept up-to-date.

how to make a family tree: The Official Guide to Family Tree Maker (2010) Tana L. Pedersen,
2009-09-01 This in-depth guide will help you use Family Tree Maker 2010 to create a family history
that you and your family will treasure for years. Start building your tree by entering what you
already know. Then follow the author's step-by-step instructions to locate more information about
your ancestors online, add photographs and rich media files, and design charts and reports to
display and share. Learn the why, how, and when of using its most popular features; get advice for
mastering advanced tasks; and read quick lessons that will make your family history research fast
and fun. All in a fully indexed format complete with screenshots and straightforward instructions
written specifically for the newest and best Family Tree Maker ever.

how to make a family tree: The Companion Guide to Family Tree Maker 2011 Tana L.
Pedersen, 2010-09-28 You have the software. Now get the tools you need to capitalize on the
outstanding features of Family Tree Maker 2011. With The Companion Guide to Family Tree Maker
2011, you'll go beyond the simple step-by-step. Learn the why, how, and when of using its most
popular features; discover how to find more family members online; and read quick lessons that will
make your family history research fast and fun. All in an easy-to-understand format complete with
screenshots and straightforward instructions, The Companion Guide to Family Tree Maker 2011 is
your complete guide to creating a family history you and your family will treasure for years to come.

how to make a family tree: Finding Your Family Tree Sharon Leslie Morgan, 2023-03-14
Embarking on a quest to uncover your ancestry? Finding Your Family Tree is the perfect genealogy
guide to have at your side, with special research techniques for underrepresented groups.



Genealogy offers you the opportunity to understand who you are through your family history. With
this knowledge, you can embrace your identity, understand your own health and wellness, reconnect
with your roots and family origins, and find an overall sense of wholeness. Finding Your Family Tree:
A Beginner’s Guide to Researching Your Family Tree is an ideal starting point for your own journey
of self-discovery. Your are eager to learn your ancestry, but in these disconnected times it can be
hard to figure out on your own. With author and expert genealogist Sharon L Morgan as your guide,
you can explore even the thorniest family tree. Sharon shows you how to embrace the world of
genealogical research and provides guidance for underrepresented groups, such as African
Americans and Native Americans, and anyone else who is interested in connecting with their family
background. In this engaging, accessible guide on how to do family research, you’ll find: Tips and
tricks for using major online and offline research sources—without falling for false leads. Techniques
for overcoming common research obstacles. Special attention to the challenges of genealogical
research for groups that are underrepresented in the historical record. Sample research documents
and useful visuals on how to interpret old records. Beyond exploring the practical challenges of
researching your family history, this book will show you what’s most exciting about this
research—the unique family stories and histories you'll discover, but also the essential truths that
bind and connect us all.

how to make a family tree: My Family Tree Workbook Rosemary A. Chorzempa, 1982-01-01
Explains how to create a family tree, discussing getting started and conducting genealogical
research

how to make a family tree: The Art of the Family Tree Jenn Mason, 2007-06 Contains ideas
and instructions for using paper, fabric, and collage to turn family trees into works of art.

how to make a family tree: Our Family Tree Julie Bunton, 2023-09-19 Our Family Tree is a
beautifully illustrated keepsake volume designed to hold the results of your ancestry research.

how to make a family tree: Discovering Your Family Tree: A Kid's Guide to Genealogy
Pasquale De Marco, 2025-03-22 This engaging and educational book takes you on a journey through
time, helping you to trace your family tree, uncover hidden stories, and connect with your heritage.
With fun activities, captivating storytelling, and easy-to-follow instructions, this book makes
genealogy accessible and exciting for young explorers. Learn how to use online resources, interview
family members, and visit historical sites to gather information about your ancestors. Discover the
power of storytelling in preserving family memories and traditions, and learn how to use technology
to enhance your research. This book is more than just a guide to genealogy; it's an invitation to
embark on a journey of self-discovery and connection. As you uncover the stories of your ancestors,
you'll gain a deeper understanding of who you are and where you come from. You'll also develop a
greater appreciation for the legacy you'll leave behind for future generations. With this book as your
guide, you'll: * Learn how to trace your family tree and discover hidden histories * Uncover the
stories of your ancestors and connect with your heritage * Explore your family's immigration journey
and cultural traditions * Use storytelling and technology to bring your family history to life *
Overcome common challenges and ethical considerations in genealogy * Preserve your family legacy
for future generations Genealogy is not just about names and dates; it's about uncovering the stories
of the people who came before us and understanding the forces that shaped their lives. It's about
connecting with our ancestors and learning from their experiences. It's about preserving our family
heritage and ensuring that the stories of our loved ones are not forgotten. This book is your guide to
this exciting journey. With its engaging activities, captivating storytelling, and easy-to-follow
instructions, this book makes genealogy accessible and exciting for young explorers. So, let's begin
your genealogical adventure today! If you like this book, write a review!

how to make a family tree: A Seniors Guide to Genealogy: Discover Your History, Create
Your Future Virginia Grant, Genealogy is more than just a hobby—it’s a way to explore family
history, uncover hidden stories, and preserve a legacy for future generations. For many, it also
becomes an opportunity to turn years of research into something more. This book is designed for
seniors who want to dive into genealogy with purpose, whether as a personal passion, a meaningful



retirement project, or a way to generate income. It covers essential research tools, strategies for
tracing family history, and practical methods for organizing findings. It also explores various ways to
share and monetize genealogy expertise, from offering research services to writing family history
books, creating genealogy-related products, and teaching others. With a friendly and conversational
approach, this guide helps readers navigate the rewarding world of genealogy while balancing
personal enjoyment with professional opportunities. Whether researching for family, teaching a new
generation, or building a side business, this book provides the knowledge and confidence to move
forward with purpose.

how to make a family tree: Genealogy: Tools, Tricks and Tips for putting together your
family tree Lawrence Compagna, 2019-03-06

how to make a family tree: Producing a Quality Family History Patricia Law Hatcher, 1996
For anyone looking to create a useful, lasting history of your family: This is a book that should adorn
the library or bookshelves of all genealogists! Whether you're an amateur or professional, chances
are the ultimate goal of your research is to produce a quality family history. Producing A Quality
Family History, by Patricia Law Hatcher, guides you through the steps required to create an
attractive-and functional--family history report. Learn how to organize your work, how to write the
narrative, choose type faces, grammar styles, and punctuation. You'll also see how to create useful
bibliographies and discover ways to incorporate photos and illustrations effectively plus much, much
more!

how to make a family tree: Jesus' Family Tree Rose Publishing (Torrance, Calif.), 2014-01-01
Packed with REPRODUCIBLE pages, timelines, family trees, and simple summaries, this incredible
reference book gives a fantastic overview of 30 key people in Jesus' ancestry. Perfect for students,
pastors, Bible study teachers, and those interested in seeing God's faithfulness throughout the Old
and New Testament. The remarkable heroes and heroines in the ancestry of Jesus teach us a lot
about God's faithfulness over the centuries. Each character in Jesus' family tree gives us a glimpse of
how God works all things--even the tragedies and missteps--together for good. Enjoy Covering 30
Key People from Jesus' Family Tree! Looking at the dozens of names listed in Jesus' genealogy
(family tree) can be quite overwhelming--and it can be hard to know what's important. Now you can
easily dive into the fascinating lives of 30 key people from Jesus' family tree, including Adam, Noah,
Abraham, Ruth, David and more with this full-color reproducible book. See how God fulfilled his
promises through the generations--despite the strengths and weaknesses of each individual.Deepen
your understanding of how Jesus fulfilled Old Testament prophecies regarding the Messiah's
ancestry--he was from the family line of David, from the seed of Abraham, from the stem of Jesse,
and more.Find out fascinating facts, such as why 5 women were mentioned in Jesus' family tree
(when women were usually never mentioned).Enjoy having quick overviews that will add depth to
any study on Jesus Christ and his link to the Old Testament, starting in the Book of Genesis.Get
incredible charts, maps and time lines showing hundreds of facts at a glance.BONUS! Genealogy of
Jesus Diagram: A fold-out family tree from Adam and Eve to Jesus Christ. Shows every person in the
Bible who is listed in Jesus' direct ancestry.

how to make a family tree: Nurturing My Family Tree Antoinette Harrell, 2010-01-29 Teach
children their history and you will give them a life-long legacy Genealogy is an exiting and rewarding
academic challenge that helps to build character, self esteem and self-confidence. This is one of the
most interesting adventures parents and their children can take together. This activity & coloring
book is filled with a variety of family activities for your child. Here is some of the activities your child
will have fun doing as they learn about their family history. Antique Treasure Hunts, Fill in the Blank
Questions, Family Pop Quiz, Oral History Interviews.

how to make a family tree: Ancestry magazine , 2004-11 Ancestry magazine focuses on
genealogy for today’s family historian, with tips for using Ancestry.com, advice from family history
experts, and success stories from genealogists across the globe. Regular features include “Found!”
by Megan Smolenyak, reader-submitted heritage recipes, Howard Wolinsky’s tech-driven
“NextGen,” feature articles, a timeline, how-to tips for Family Tree Maker, and insider insight to new



tools and records at Ancestry.com. Ancestry magazine is published 6 times yearly by Ancestry Inc.,
parent company of Ancestry.com.

how to make a family tree: RBI Assistants Guide for Preliminary & Main Exams with 3
Online Tests 5th Edition Disha Experts, 2021-02-04

how to make a family tree: Learn & Use Microsoft Word in Your Classroom Amy Hickerson,
2007-06-27 Integrate technology into four content areas (language arts, science, social studies, and
math) by using Microsoft Word in your classroom.

how to make a family tree: Ancestry magazine , 2008-03 Ancestry magazine focuses on
genealogy for today’s family historian, with tips for using Ancestry.com, advice from family history
experts, and success stories from genealogists across the globe. Regular features include “Found!”
by Megan Smolenyak, reader-submitted heritage recipes, Howard Wolinsky's tech-driven
“NextGen,” feature articles, a timeline, how-to tips for Family Tree Maker, and insider insight to new
tools and records at Ancestry.com. Ancestry magazine is published 6 times yearly by Ancestry Inc.,
parent company of Ancestry.com.

how to make a family tree: The Source Loretto Dennis Szucs, Sandra Hargreaves Luebking,
2006 Genealogists and other historical researchers have valued the first two editions of this work,
often referred to as the genealogist's bible. The new edition continues that tradition. Intended as a
handbook and a guide to selecting, locating, and using appropriate primary and secondary
resources, The Source also functions as an instructional tool for novice genealogists and a refresher
course for experienced researchers. More than 30 experts in this field--genealogists, historians,
librarians, and archivists--prepared the 20 signed chapters, which are well written, easy to read, and
include many helpful hints for getting the most out of whatever information is acquired. Each
chapter ends with an extensive bibliography and is further enriched by tables, black-and-white
illustrations, and examples of documents. Eight appendixes include the expected contact information
for groups and institutions that persons studying genealogy and history need to find.

how to make a family tree: A Family Tree Brander Matthews, 1889
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