chet atkins in three dimensions

Chet Atkins in Three Dimensions: Exploring a Guitar Legend’s Multifaceted Artistry

chet atkins in three dimensions captures not only the title of one of his seminal albums
but also serves as a metaphor for understanding the depth and breadth of this legendary
guitarist’s influence. Chet Atkins was more than just a musician; he was a pioneer, an
innovator, and a bridge between genres. Delving into his work through the lens of “three
dimensions” allows us to appreciate his technical prowess, his production genius, and his
lasting impact on country and popular music.

The Musical Dimension: Mastery of the Guitar

When discussing Chet Atkins, the first dimension that naturally comes to mind is his
extraordinary guitar playing. Known for his smooth fingerpicking style, Atkins helped
define the “Nashville Sound,” a polished, more commercially appealing country music
style that incorporated pop elements.

A Unique Fingerpicking Style

Unlike many of his contemporaries who favored strumming or flatpicking, Chet Atkins
perfected a thumb-and-fingers technique that allowed him to play complex melodies and
bass lines simultaneously. This style gave his performances a rich, full sound, often
making it seem as if more than one guitarist was playing. This technique inspired
countless guitarists, from Mark Knopfler to Tommy Emmanuel, who credit Atkins as a
major influence.

Signature Instruments and Gear

Atkins’ choice of guitars and equipment was integral to his sound. He famously played
Gretsch guitars, and his collaboration with the brand led to the creation of the Gretsch
Chet Atkins models. These guitars featured unique design elements tailored to his playing
style, including wider necks and specialized pickups. His tone was warm and clear, often
enhanced by subtle use of reverb and echo effects in the studio.

The Production Dimension: Shaping the Nashville
Sound

Another crucial aspect of Chet Atkins in three dimensions is his role behind the scenes as
a record producer and executive. Beyond performing, Atkins was instrumental in crafting
the polished sound that transformed country music in the 1950s and 1960s.



From Musician to Producer

Atkins’ transition from guitarist to producer allowed him to shape the direction of
countless records. Working with artists like Jim Reeves, Eddy Arnold, and Brenda Lee, he
emphasized smooth vocals, string arrangements, and pop sensibilities. This approach
broadened country music’s appeal and laid the groundwork for crossover success.

Innovative Studio Techniques

Atkins was not just a passive producer; he was deeply involved in experimenting with
recording technology. He embraced multi-tracking, overdubbing, and creative microphone
placement to achieve clarity and depth in recordings. His willingness to innovate helped
Nashville studios become world-class facilities, attracting artists from various genres.

The Legacy Dimension: Influence and Recognition

The third dimension of Chet Atkins in three dimensions is the enduring legacy he left on
music and musicians alike. His impact extends beyond his lifetime, influencing guitarists,
producers, and audiences worldwide.

Impact on Future Generations

Countless guitarists cite Atkins as a foundational figure in their development. His blend of
technical skill and musicality set standards that remain benchmarks for instrumentalists.
Moreover, his approach to production inspired the integration of country and pop music, a
trend that continues today.

Honors and Awards

Atkins’ contributions were recognized with numerous accolades, including multiple
Grammy Awards and induction into the Country Music Hall of Fame. His status as a “Mr.
Guitar” symbolized not only his virtuosity but also his role as an ambassador of American
music.

Preservation Through Recordings

Albums like "Chet Atkins in Three Dimensions," released in 1955, serve as cultural
artifacts that showcase his artistry in various facets—from instrumental solos to innovative
arrangements. These recordings remain studied and celebrated, offering valuable insights
into both his technique and his creative vision.



Exploring “Chet Atkins in Three Dimensions”: A
Closer Look at the Album

The album “Chet Atkins in Three Dimensions” itself offers a fascinating window into the
artist’s multifaceted talents. Released during a pivotal time in his career, it demonstrates
his ability to blend country, jazz, and pop elements seamlessly.

Track Highlights

Songs like “Trambone” and “Oh, Lonesome Me” capture the playful and intricate
fingerpicking that define Atkins’ style. Meanwhile, tracks featuring string arrangements
reveal his production sensibilities and willingness to experiment. This combination makes
the album a perfect example of how Atkins integrated his three-dimensional approach into
a cohesive musical statement.

Why the Title Matters

The phrase “in three dimensions” is more than a catchy title—it reflects Atkins’ philosophy
of being a well-rounded artist. He didn’t see himself solely as a guitarist but as a complete
musician who understood composition, arrangement, and production. This holistic
approach helped elevate his work and set new standards for others.

Tips for Guitarists Inspired by Chet Atkins in
Three Dimensions

If you're a guitarist looking to channel some of the magic from Chet Atkins in three
dimensions, here are a few insights to consider:

e Develop Finger Independence: Practice fingerpicking exercises that allow your
thumb and fingers to operate independently, mimicking the bass and melody
separation Atkins mastered.

e Study His Arrangements: Analyze his recordings to understand how he balances
melody, harmony, and rhythm within a single guitar part.

e Experiment with Tone: Try different guitars and amp settings to find a warm, clear
tone similar to Atkins’ signature sound.

« Embrace Versatility: Don’t limit yourself to one genre. Atkins’ ability to cross
between country, jazz, and pop enriched his playing and broadened his appeal.



The Enduring Appeal of Chet Atkins in Three
Dimensions

Chet Atkins remains a towering figure in the world of guitar and country music, and the
concept of “in three dimensions” perfectly encapsulates why. His technical skill,
production innovation, and lasting influence make him a multidimensional artist worthy of
study and admiration. Whether you’re a musician, producer, or music lover, exploring the
many facets of Chet Atkins’ work offers a rich, rewarding experience that continues to
resonate across time and genres.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Chet Atkins in Three Dimensions' album?

'Chet Atkins in Three Dimensions' is a studio album by guitarist Chet Atkins, released in
1955. It showcases his skill in blending country, pop, and jazz styles.

Why is 'Chet Atkins in Three Dimensions' significant in
Chet Atkins' career?

'Chet Atkins in Three Dimensions' is significant because it highlights his innovative guitar
techniques and helped establish him as a pioneering figure in the Nashville sound.

What genres are featured in '‘Chet Atkins in Three
Dimensions'?

The album features a blend of country, pop, and jazz influences, demonstrating Chet
Atkins' versatility as a guitarist.

Who produced 'Chet Atkins in Three Dimensions'?

The album was produced by Chet Atkins himself, showcasing his role not only as a
musician but also as a producer.

What are some notable tracks from 'Chet Atkins in
Three Dimensions'?

Notable tracks include 'Trambone,' 'Twitchy,' and 'Main Street Breakdown,' which
highlight Atkins' fingerpicking style and musical creativity.

How did 'Chet Atkins in Three Dimensions' influence



guitar playing?

The album influenced many guitarists by demonstrating advanced fingerpicking
techniques and blending multiple musical genres into instrumental guitar music.

Is 'Chet Atkins in Three Dimensions' available on
modern streaming platforms?

Yes, the album is available on various streaming platforms such as Spotify, Apple Music,
and Amazon Music for contemporary audiences.

What record label released 'Chet Atkins in Three
Dimensions'?

The album was released by RCA Victor, a major label that supported Chet Atkins
throughout much of his career.

How was 'Chet Atkins in Three Dimensions' received by
critics upon release?

The album received positive reviews for its technical proficiency and innovative approach,
helping to elevate Chet Atkins' reputation as a leading guitarist.

Additional Resources

**Chet Atkins in Three Dimensions: An Analytical Exploration of a Guitar Legend**

chet atkins in three dimensions is more than just the title of a classic album; it
encapsulates the multifaceted legacy of one of country music’s most influential figures.
Chet Atkins, a virtuoso guitarist, innovative producer, and visionary artist, shaped the
soundscape of American music in the mid-20th century and beyond. This article delves
into the various dimensions of Chet Atkins’ career and artistry, exploring his technical
prowess, production innovations, and cultural impact within the framework of his seminal
album, *Chet Atkins in Three Dimensions*.

The Musical Dimension: Mastery of Guitar
Technique and Style

At the core of Chet Atkins’ legacy lies his extraordinary guitar playing. *Chet Atkins in
Three Dimensions*, released in 1955, showcases his skillful fingerpicking technique,
blending country, jazz, and pop elements. The album title suggests a layered approach to
music—three dimensions reflecting melody, harmony, and rhythm—each expertly
intertwined through Atkins’ instrument.



Atkins’ style was marked by a smooth, articulate fingerpicking that would influence
generations of guitarists. Unlike the aggressive flatpicking prevalent in bluegrass, his
approach was subtle and refined, often using the thumb for bass patterns while the fingers
played melody and harmony lines simultaneously. This technique allowed for a fuller
sound from a single guitar, a hallmark of his recordings.

In *Chet Atkins in Three Dimensions*, tracks such as “Dance with Me Henry” and
“Galloping on the Guitar” exemplify his dexterity and musical creativity. The album’s
arrangements reveal a balance between technical proficiency and emotional expression—a
combination that made his music accessible yet sophisticated. His ability to integrate jazz
chords and country twang established a new standard for guitarists, positioning Atkins as
a pioneer of the “Nashville Sound.”

Technical Innovations and Instrumental Features

Atkins was not only a gifted player but also an innovator who pushed the boundaries of
guitar sound. He experimented with various guitars and recording techniques, often
customizing his instruments to achieve a richer tone. His preference for Gretsch guitars,
particularly the Gretsch Country Gentleman model, became iconic and influenced guitar
manufacturing trends.

Moreover, *Chet Atkins in Three Dimensions* reflects his early exploration of stereo
recording and multi-track layering, which was groundbreaking at the time. These
production choices enhanced the spatial quality of the music, giving listeners a sense of
depth—true to the album’s conceptual title.

The Production Dimension: Architect of the
Nashville Sound

Beyond his instrumental mastery, Chet Atkins’ contributions as a record producer
significantly shaped country music’s evolution. During his tenure as a producer and
executive at RCA Victor, he championed a polished, commercially viable style known as
the Nashville Sound. This approach incorporated string sections, backing vocals, and pop
sensibilities into traditional country arrangements, broadening the genre’s appeal.

*Chet Atkins in Three Dimensions* serves as a prototype for this production philosophy.
The album’s clean, smooth sound, meticulous arrangements, and blend of genres
exemplify the aesthetic he would later propagate on a larger scale. Atkins’ dual role as
artist and producer allowed him to craft recordings that highlighted both musical
complexity and mainstream accessibility.

His production work extended to numerous artists, including Jim Reeves, Eddy Arnold, and
Dolly Parton, helping to launch and sustain their careers. The enduring influence of the
Nashville Sound on country music—and even pop—can be traced back to Atkins’ visionary
production techniques.



Balancing Artistic Integrity and Commercial Success

One of the challenges Atkins navigated was maintaining artistic authenticity while
achieving commercial success. His ability to fuse elements from jazz, pop, and country
without diluting their essence was key to this balance. In *Chet Atkins in Three
Dimensions*, the blend of genres is seamless rather than forced, appealing to a wide
audience without alienating purists.

This balance also manifests in the album’s track selection, mixing instrumentals with vocal
numbers and original compositions with covers. It reflects Atkins’ versatility and openness
to diverse influences, which later became a hallmark of his production ethos.

The Cultural Dimension: Legacy and Influence
Across Genres

Chet Atkins’ impact extends beyond his recordings and production credits. He played a
crucial role in redefining the cultural perception of the guitar and country music during
the post-war era. His sophisticated playing style and crossover appeal helped elevate the
guitar from a mere rhythm instrument to a lead voice in popular music.

*Chet Atkins in Three Dimensions* can be seen as a cultural artifact that embodies this
transformation. The album’s fusion of styles prefigured the genre-blending that would
become commonplace in later decades. Atkins’ influence is evident not only in country but
also in rock, jazz, and pop guitarists who cite him as an inspiration.

Influence on Future Generations

Many prominent guitarists, such as Mark Knopfler, Jerry Reed, and Tommy Emmanuel,
acknowledge Atkins’ influence on their playing and musical philosophy. His pioneering
techniques and production standards continue to inform contemporary music-making.

Additionally, Atkins’ role as a mentor and collaborator fostered a spirit of innovation
within Nashville and beyond. His open-mindedness toward different musical traditions
encouraged a dialogue between genres, helping to break down musical barriers.

Analyzing *Chet Atkins in Three Dimensions* in
Context

Released during a transitional period in American music, *Chet Atkins in Three
Dimensions* stands as a testament to the artist’s multifaceted talents. The album’s title is
not merely a marketing gimmick but a reflection of Atkins’ holistic approach to
music—combining technical skill, production acumen, and cultural sensitivity.



When compared to his earlier work, this album marks a refinement in both sound and
concept. It predates and arguably lays the groundwork for the broader Nashville Sound
movement, cementing Atkins’ role as a key figure in music history.

e Musical complexity: Demonstrates Atkins’ fingerstyle mastery and genre fusion.

e Production quality: Early use of stereo and multi-track techniques.

¢ Cultural significance: Bridges traditional country with popular music trends.

While the album is celebrated for its innovation, some critics argue that the smooth,
polished sound risks diluting the raw emotional intensity of traditional country music. This
tension between innovation and tradition is part of what makes *Chet Atkins in Three
Dimensions* a compelling study in musical evolution.

Pros and Cons of the Album’s Approach

1. Pros:
o Showcases technical excellence and creative arrangements.
o Introduces listeners to genre-blending styles.

o Serves as a blueprint for future production techniques.

2. Cons:
o Some purists may find the sound overly polished.

o Instrumental focus may limit appeal to broader audiences seeking vocal
narratives.

Such analysis highlights the album’s complexity and its role in shaping modern country
and popular music aesthetics.

In exploring *chet atkins in three dimensions*, one uncovers a layered narrative about
innovation, artistry, and cultural transformation. The album does not merely showcase a
guitarist’s skill; it encapsulates a vision that forever altered the landscape of American



music. Atkins’ multidimensional legacy continues to resonate, inviting new generations to
appreciate the depth and breadth of his contributions.
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chet atkins in three dimensions: Chet Atkins in Three Dimensions John McClellan, Chet
Atkins, Deyan Bratic, 2004 Mel Bay presents the much-anticipated second book in the highly
acclaimed series that showcases personal insights into the life and music of Mr. Guitar. Chet Atkins
was a man of many layers: producer, record executive, friend and one of the greatest all-round
guitarist in music history. This book is dedicated to the musicians and songwriters that meant so
much to him. Interviews include: Dolly Parton, Steve Wariner, John D. Loudermilk, Mark Knopfler,
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friends. As in Volume 1, Chet Atkins in Three Dimensions, Volume 2 provides definitive
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Brown, The Early Dawn, The Entertainer, Stump Water, Dark Eyes, Winter Walkin, Embraceable
You, the tour de force piece- Jerry Reeds Lightning Rod (a work recorded by Jerry Reed and
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www.ChetLicks.com for more information.
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the course of music history and the guitar. Most importantly, Chet Atkins helped thousands of
people over the course of his life through kindness and generosity. To quote Jerry Reed, There is
only one. This book is a tribute to a special man, a special artist... a hero to the millions of lives he
touched. The Atkins Family has shared many rare photographs which are presented in a special
eight-page color insert. Selections include, Heartaches, Caravan, When You Wish Upon a Star (live
version), Music to Watch Girls by, Stars and Stripes Forever, Jerry's Breakdown, Nashtown Ville and
many others. All music is in standard notation and in tablature. Please visit www.ChetLicks.com for
more information.

chet atkins in three dimensions: Chet Atkins Don Cusic, 2025 Chet Atkins was arguably the
most influential American guitarist of the twentieth century and, through his work as a recording
executive, is often credited as a founder of the Nashville Sound. In Chet Atkins: Mr. Guitar, noted
music historian Don Cusic illuminates the legend, detailing Atkins's work as a guitarist, producer,
music executive, and guitar designer, while also exploring his roles as mentor, friend, and husband.
Born in 1924 in Luttrell, Tennessee, Chester (Chet) Burton Atkins taught himself to play several
instruments. A lifelong musician, he started his career playing alongside many other legendary
entertainers, such as Red Foley, the Carter Family, Hank Snow, and Eddy Arnold. In the 1950s, as
an RCA Victor manager, producer, and musician, Atkins was one of the early architects of the
Nashville Sound, which led to the first crossover country-pop hits. He was also there at the
beginning of rock and roll and played on the early recordings of Elvis Presley and the Everly
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Brothers. When the Beatles came to the United States in February 1964, the lead guitarist, George
Harrison, was seen on TV playing a Gretsch guitar designed by Chet Atkins. By the end of his life in
2001, Atkins had recorded more than one hundred solo albums; won fourteen Grammys, including a
Grammy for Lifetime Achievement, and nine Country Music Association Instrumentalist awards; and
was a member of the Country Music Hall of Fame. His innovative playing style has inspired such
musicians as Mark Knopfler, George Harrison, Paul McCartney, Earl Klugh, Tommy Emmanuel, Doc
Watson, Lenny Breau, and Jerry Reed.
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Maestro also shares his thoughts on many subjects with blunt honesty not often expected or heard in
these politically correct times.Through tragedy and loss, Jorge Morel continues to compose and
perform to this day. His positive outlook on life and art and his authentic values are truly one of a
kind. This book tells his story and contains 21 of Maestro Morel's great pieces and arrangements (9
new compositions presented here for the first time!). In the words of the Maestro, This is the
definitive work on my life and my music!
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work ranges across the history of the electric guitar by focusing on key performers such as Charlie
Christian, Chet Atkins, Muddy Waters, Chuck Berry, Jimi Hendrix & Led Zeppelin, who have shaped
the use & meaning of the instrument.

chet atkins in three dimensions: Music in the 20th Century (3 Vol Set) Dave DiMartino,
2016-04-15 This is an examination of the crucial formative period of Chinese attitudes toward
nuclear weapons, the immediate post-Hiroshima/Nagasaki period and the Korean War. It also
provides an account of US actions and attitudes during this period and China's response.
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photos.
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that provides portraits of the personal lives and careers of nineteen country music stars, with a
chapter devoted to early pioneers such as Fiddlin' John Carson, and Carl T. Sprague.

chet atkins in three dimensions: Billboard , 1967-06-03 In its 114th year, Billboard remains
the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.

chet atkins in three dimensions: Billboard , 1967-06-03 In its 114th year, Billboard remains
the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.

chet atkins in three dimensions: The First Generation of Country Music Stars David
Dicaire, 2015-01-27 This book focuses on 50 of the most important entertainers in the history of



country music, from its beginnings in the folk music of early America through the 1970s. Divided
into five distinct categories, it discusses the pioneers who brought mountain music to mass
audiences; cowboys and radio stars who spread country music countrywide; honky-tonk and
bluegrass musicians who differentiated country music during the 1940s; the major contributions that
female artists made to the genre; and the modern country sound which dominated the genre from
the late 1950s to the mid-1980s. Each entry includes a brief biography of the chosen artist with
special emphasis on experiences which influenced their musical careers. Covered musicians include
Fiddlin' John Carson, Riley Puckett, Gene Autry, Roy Rogers, Bob Wills, Bill Monroe, Hank Williams,
Sr., Dale Evans, June Carter Cash, Loretta Lynn, Buck Owens, Roy Clark, Willie Nelson and Merle
Haggard.
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Guide to help you accurately identify and appraise your records in order to get the best price. ¢
Knowledge is power, so power-up with Goldmine! * 70,000 vinyl LPs from 1948 to present ¢
Hundreds of new artists ¢ Detailed listings with current values * Various artist collections and
original cast recordings from movies, televisions and Broadway * 400 photos * Updated
state-of-the-market reports « New feature articles * Advice on buying and selling Goldmine Grading
Guide - the industry standard
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Christian David Hoard, 2004 Publisher Description

chet atkins in three dimensions: Encyclopedia of Music in the 20th Century Lol
Henderson, Lee Stacey, 2014-01-27 The Encyclopedia of Music in the 20th Century is an
alphabetically arranged encyclopedia of all aspects of music in various parts of the world during the
20th century. It covers the major musical styles--concert music, jazz, pop, rock, etc., and such key
genres as opera, orchestral music, be-bop, blues, country, etc. Articles on individuals provide
biographical information on their life and works, and explore the contribution each has made in the
field. Illustrated and fully cross-referenced, the Encyclopedia of Music in the 20th Century also
provides Suggested Listening and Further Reading information. A good first point of reference for
students, librarians, and music scholars--as well as for the general reader.

chet atkins in three dimensions: Billboard , 1967-06-03 In its 114th year, Billboard remains
the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.

chet atkins in three dimensions: Standard Catalog of American Records, 1950-1975 Tim
Neely, 2000 Collectors clamored for years. Then, when it came out, record experts called the first
edition the &best US guide to American records ever published&. Now there's a sequel, bigger and
better than ever, loaded with new and updated information. Avid collectors and record enthusiasts of
all types will want the best book on the market, the Standard Catalog of American Records
1950--1975, 2nd Edition. They'll find thousands of new listings, updated pricing, and more accurate
information. New material includes a section on soundtracks plus various artists' collections. Record
collectors won't want to pass up this edition. It's all from the publishers of Goldmine, the world's
largest marketplace for collectible records.

chet atkins in three dimensions: Chet Atkins Chet Atkins, Michael Cochran, Russ Cochran,
2003 Chet Atkins: Me and My Guitars is, without a doubt, the most comprehensive and enlightening
book on Chet Atkins ever published. A friend of Atkins' for 40 years, Russ Cochran was privy to
stories from Chet that even the most knowledgeable Chet fan would never know about. Chet tells it
all in his own words about his childhood, his playing influences and early struggles to find work,
along with insight into the guitars he used and endorsed along the way. The book includes full-color



photos of Chet and his guitars, many only previously seen in a limited collector's edition.
Photographer Wolf Hoffman manages to expertly capture the images of some very famous guitars
played by Chet, including his first Sears Roebuck Silvertone, custom made D'Angelicos, the
Gretsches, and the prototype models of the current Gibson Country Gentleman guitars. Over 60
guitars in Chet's private collection are photographed in Chet's home and his office on Music Row.
Chet speaks about each of his important guitars - including the Gibson L-10 which his brother Jim
gave him - telling the story of his career as seen through his guitars. More than just a pictorial
review of his guitars throughout the years, it's a fascinating look inside the mind of history's greatest
guitar player. This book will appeal to guitar collectors and Chet Atkins fans everywhere. Full-color
and B/W photos throughout.
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Como abrir Hotmail en mi computadora? - Microsoft Q&A Estimada Lourdes Alonso Delgado,
Gracias por publicar en la comunidad de Microsoft. Entiendo que necesita acceder a su correo
electronico de Hotmail en su computadora. Al iniciar sesion
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Como iniciar sesion de hotmail en mi ordenador - Microsoft Para iniciar sesion en tu cuenta de
Hotmail en tu computadora, abre un navegador web como Chrome o Edge y ve a
https://outlook.live.com . Haz clic en el botén "Iniciar sesiéon" en la
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