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augustine confessions henry chadwick is a phrase that brings together two
monumental figures in Christian history and scholarship: Saint Augustine of
Hippo, whose *Confessions* remains a foundational text in Western literature
and theology, and Henry Chadwick, a renowned scholar who profoundly shaped
modern understanding of Augustine’s work. Exploring the intersection of
Augustine’s autobiographical masterpiece with Chadwick’s insightful
scholarship not only enhances our appreciation of this ancient text but also
reveals why *Confessions* continues to resonate with readers across
centuries.

The Enduring Legacy of Augustine’s Confessions

Saint Augustine’s *Confessions* is more than just an autobiography; it is a
spiritual journey and a profound exploration of faith, sin, and redemption.
Written in the late 4th century, it chronicles Augustine’s early life, his
philosophical struggles, and his eventual conversion to Christianity. The
work is celebrated for its introspective honesty and its innovative
structure, blending personal narrative with theological reflection.

The *Confessions* stands as a cornerstone in Christian literature because it
offers a unique window into the human soul wrestling with doubt and grace.
Augustine’s eloquence and vulnerability invite readers into a dialogue about
the nature of God, the problem of evil, and the quest for truth. This
timeless appeal is why scholars like Henry Chadwick have devoted much of
their academic careers to unpacking its depths.

Who Was Henry Chadwick?

To truly appreciate the impact of *augustine confessions henry chadwick*, it
helps to understand Henry Chadwick’s role in patristic studies. Chadwick
(1920–2008) was an English theologian, historian, and Anglican priest, widely
regarded as one of the foremost authorities on early Christianity. His
scholarship bridged the gap between ancient texts and contemporary readers,
making complex theological ideas accessible without sacrificing scholarly
rigor.

Chadwick’s expertise in the Church Fathers, especially Augustine, helped to
contextualize *Confessions* within the broader history of Christian thought.
His works, including his acclaimed biography *Augustine*, offer nuanced
interpretations that highlight Augustine’s intellectual environment, his
rhetorical style, and the lasting significance of his ideas.



Henry Chadwick’s Interpretation of Augustine’s
Confessions

One of Chadwick’s major contributions was his ability to frame *Confessions*
not merely as a personal memoir but as a profound theological treatise. He
emphasized that Augustine’s narrative was carefully crafted, blending
autobiography with scripture and classical philosophy to present a coherent
vision of human nature and divine grace.

Augustine’s Psychological Insight

Chadwick pointed out Augustine’s remarkable psychological self-awareness,
which was revolutionary for its time. Augustine dissected his motivations,
struggles with temptation, and his restless search for meaning. Chadwick’s
analysis reveals how Augustine’s introspection paved the way for modern
concepts of the self, identity, and confession.

The Role of Memory and Time

Another key theme Chadwick explored is Augustine’s treatment of memory and
time, especially in Book XI of *Confessions*. Augustine’s reflections on the
elusive nature of the past and the experience of time itself have fascinated
philosophers and theologians alike. Chadwick highlighted how these
meditations contribute to the work’s enduring relevance in both theological
and philosophical discourse.

Confession as a Literary and Theological Device

Chadwick also examined the function of confession in Augustine’s work—not
just as an admission of sin but as a transformative act that leads to healing
and renewal. This reading helps modern audiences understand confession’s role
beyond ritual, appreciating it as an essential step in personal and spiritual
growth.

Why Chadwick’s Scholarship Matters Today

In an era where ancient texts risk being seen as irrelevant or inaccessible,
Henry Chadwick’s scholarship on Augustine’s *Confessions* acts as a bridge
connecting past and present. His work encourages contemporary readers—whether
theologians, historians, or curious seekers—to engage deeply with Augustine’s
insights.



Making Augustine Accessible

Chadwick’s clear, engaging writing style demystifies the sometimes dense
patristic literature. By providing historical context and explaining
Augustine’s philosophical references, Chadwick invites readers into a richer
understanding of the text’s meaning and importance.

Inspiring Modern Spiritual Reflection

Thanks to Chadwick’s interpretations, *Confessions* remains a source of
inspiration for those grappling with questions of faith, morality, and
identity. His scholarship highlights how Augustine’s honest self-examination
and theological inquiry can resonate with people from diverse backgrounds and
beliefs.

Influence on Academic Studies

Chadwick’s work has also shaped the academic landscape, influencing how early
Christian writings are taught and studied worldwide. His interdisciplinary
approach—combining history, theology, and literary criticism—sets a standard
for future scholarship on Augustine and related topics.

Exploring Augustine’s Confessions Through
Chadwick’s Lens

For anyone interested in diving into Augustine’s *Confessions*, Henry
Chadwick’s writings serve as an invaluable companion. Here are some tips on
how to approach the text enriched by Chadwick’s insights:

Understand the historical context: Familiarize yourself with late
antiquity and the cultural environment of Augustine’s time to appreciate
the challenges and influences shaping his thought.

Pay attention to narrative structure: Notice how Augustine weaves
personal story with philosophical and theological reflection, a
technique Chadwick highlights as key to the work’s power.

Reflect on the themes of memory and time: These motifs recur throughout
the text and offer profound insights into human experience and divine
eternity.

Consider the role of confession: Beyond admitting faults, recognize
confession as an act of transformation and reconciliation, a point



Chadwick emphasizes as central to Augustine’s spirituality.

Final Thoughts on Augustine Confessions Henry
Chadwick

The convergence of Augustine’s *Confessions* with Henry Chadwick’s
scholarship offers a unique opportunity to engage with one of the most
influential spiritual autobiographies ever written. Chadwick’s careful
exegesis and historical awareness allow readers to uncover layers of meaning
that might otherwise be overlooked. Whether you are a student of theology, a
lover of classical literature, or someone seeking personal insight, exploring
*Confessions* through Chadwick’s perspective enriches the journey.

In essence, the dialogue between Augustine and Chadwick across time
exemplifies how ancient wisdom can be continually rediscovered and
reinterpreted to meet the needs of each new generation. Their combined legacy
remains a testament to the enduring power of self-reflection, faith, and
scholarly inquiry.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Henry Chadwick in relation to Augustine's
Confessions?
Henry Chadwick was a renowned scholar and historian of early Christianity who
wrote extensively on Augustine's Confessions, providing valuable insights and
interpretations.

What is the significance of Henry Chadwick's work on
Augustine's Confessions?
Henry Chadwick's work is significant because he contextualized Augustine's
Confessions within early Christian history, helping modern readers understand
its theological and historical importance.

Did Henry Chadwick write a commentary on Augustine's
Confessions?
Yes, Henry Chadwick authored scholarly commentaries and analyses on
Augustine's Confessions, which are highly regarded in theological and
academic circles.



How does Henry Chadwick interpret Augustine's
Confessions?
Henry Chadwick interprets Augustine's Confessions as a profound spiritual
autobiography that reflects the intellectual and religious struggles of early
Christianity.

What themes in Augustine's Confessions does Henry
Chadwick emphasize?
Henry Chadwick emphasizes themes such as sin and grace, conversion, the
nature of God, and the development of Christian thought in Augustine's
Confessions.

Where can one find Henry Chadwick's writings on
Augustine's Confessions?
Henry Chadwick's writings on Augustine's Confessions can be found in academic
books, journal articles, and his own publications, including his biography of
Augustine.

How has Henry Chadwick influenced modern
understanding of Augustine's Confessions?
Henry Chadwick has influenced modern understanding by providing historical
context and scholarly analysis that highlight the Confessions' role in
shaping Christian theology and Western literature.

Did Henry Chadwick focus solely on Augustine's
Confessions in his research?
No, Henry Chadwick studied a broad range of early Christian writings but is
particularly noted for his work on Augustine and his Confessions.

What is a recommended book by Henry Chadwick about
Augustine's Confessions?
A recommended book by Henry Chadwick is "Augustine: Confessions," where he
offers translation, commentary, and interpretation of Augustine's work.

Additional Resources
Augustine Confessions Henry Chadwick: A Scholarly Exploration of a Timeless
Autobiography

augustine confessions henry chadwick represents a significant intersection of



early Christian literature and modern scholarly interpretation. Henry
Chadwick, a preeminent historian of early Christianity, brought a distinctive
analytical rigor to the study of Augustine’s Confessions, offering profound
insights into one of the most influential autobiographical works in Western
literature. His analysis not only illuminates Augustine’s theological and
philosophical journey but also situates the Confessions within its historical
and cultural milieu, enriching contemporary understanding of this seminal
text.

Henry Chadwick’s Approach to Augustine’s
Confessions

Henry Chadwick’s work on Augustine’s Confessions is characterized by a
meticulous blend of historical context, theological inquiry, and literary
analysis. Chadwick, renowned for his expertise in patristics and early
Christian history, approached the Confessions not merely as a spiritual
autobiography but as a complex literary artifact that reflects the broader
intellectual currents of late antiquity.

In his critical examination, Chadwick highlights Augustine’s unique narrative
style—a first-person account that intertwines personal introspection with
doctrinal exposition. This duality, Chadwick argues, is what makes the
Confessions both a deeply personal and universally resonant text. By
unpacking Augustine’s use of memory, time, and confession itself as a
literary device, Chadwick reveals layers of meaning often overlooked in more
devotional or purely theological readings.

Historical Context and Intellectual Environment

One of Chadwick’s significant contributions lies in his ability to
contextualize Augustine’s Confessions within the turbulent intellectual and
religious climate of the 4th and 5th centuries. He illustrates how
Augustine’s conversion narrative was shaped by the competing philosophical
schools of the time—Neoplatonism, Manichaeism, and Christianity.

Chadwick emphasizes that Augustine’s journey was not merely spiritual but
also intellectual, marked by rigorous engagement with various philosophies
before his eventual embrace of Christian doctrine. This historical framing is
crucial, as it allows modern readers to appreciate the Confessions not just
as a religious document but as a testimony to the dynamic exchange of ideas
in late antiquity.

Theological and Philosophical Insights



In analyzing Augustine’s theological reflections, Chadwick pays particular
attention to the themes of sin, grace, and divine providence. He explores how
Augustine’s concept of confession extends beyond the acknowledgment of
wrongdoing to encompass a broader existential search for truth and
reconciliation with God.

Chadwick’s interpretation also underscores the Confessions’ pioneering role
in articulating the notion of interiority—the focus on the self’s inner life
and conscience—as a foundation for Christian spirituality. This emphasis on
the inner self was revolutionary for its time and has influenced countless
theological and philosophical discourses since.

Comparative Analysis: Chadwick’s Interpretation
vs. Other Scholars

Henry Chadwick’s scholarship stands out for its balanced synthesis of
historical detail and theological depth. Compared to other scholars who may
emphasize either the devotional or the philosophical dimensions of
Augustine’s work, Chadwick offers a comprehensive perspective that bridges
these approaches.

For instance, while some commentators focus primarily on the Confessions as a
spiritual manual aimed at guiding Christian repentance, Chadwick situates it
within the broader narrative of Augustine’s intellectual development. This
comprehensive approach facilitates a more nuanced understanding of Augustine
as both a thinker and a believer.

Additionally, Chadwick’s attention to the literary qualities of the
Confessions—its narrative structure, use of rhetorical devices, and poetic
elements—distinguishes his analysis from those who treat the text solely as
theological treatise. This literary sensitivity enhances appreciation of
Augustine’s artistry and the Confessions’ enduring literary significance.

Strengths and Limitations of Chadwick’s Analysis

Strengths: Chadwick’s interdisciplinary expertise enables him to weave
together theological, historical, and literary strands seamlessly. His
ability to contextualize Augustine’s thought within the broader late
antique world enriches the interpretive framework.

Limitations: Some critics argue that Chadwick’s focus on historical
context occasionally downplays the mystical and experiential dimensions
of Augustine’s narrative. Moreover, his academic tone might be less
accessible to lay readers seeking a more devotional engagement with the
Confessions.



Impact on Contemporary Studies of Augustine’s
Confessions

Henry Chadwick’s scholarly contributions have had a lasting impact on
Augustine studies and the broader field of early Christian literature. His
work continues to be a foundational reference for theologians, historians,
and literary critics alike. Chadwick’s interpretations have informed modern
translations, commentaries, and academic curricula, ensuring that Augustine’s
Confessions remain a vital subject of study.

Moreover, Chadwick’s approach encourages interdisciplinary dialogue, inviting
scholars from diverse fields to explore Augustine’s text through multiple
lenses—historical, theological, philosophical, and literary. This pluralistic
methodology has revitalized interest in the Confessions, making it relevant
for contemporary debates on identity, memory, and spirituality.

Relevance of Chadwick’s Work in Modern Scholarship

In an era increasingly focused on self-exploration and narrative identity,
Chadwick’s insights into Augustine’s inner journey resonate beyond strictly
academic circles. His exploration of confession as a mode of self-
understanding anticipates modern psychological and existential inquiries,
bridging ancient thought and contemporary concerns.

Furthermore, Chadwick’s emphasis on the historical situatedness of the
Confessions challenges simplistic readings and encourages a critical
engagement with the text. This nuanced perspective is particularly valuable
in interfaith dialogues and comparative religious studies, where Augustine’s
Confessions serve as a touchstone for discussions on conversion and spiritual
transformation.

Exploring Key Themes in Augustine’s Confessions
Through Chadwick’s Lens

To appreciate the depth of Chadwick’s analysis, it is useful to consider
several pivotal themes in Augustine’s Confessions as he interprets them:

Memory and Time: Chadwick highlights Augustine’s innovative treatment of1.
memory as a repository of selfhood, and his philosophical reflections on
time as a mutable experience tied to human consciousness.



Suffering and Redemption: The Confessions portray suffering not merely2.
as punishment but as a catalyst for spiritual growth—a theme Chadwick
articulates in relation to Augustine’s own trials.

The Role of Language and Prayer: Chadwick underscores the Confessions’3.
linguistic artistry and its function as a form of prayerful dialogue
with God, blending poetry and prose.

These thematic explorations demonstrate the multifaceted nature of
Augustine’s text and Chadwick’s contribution to uncovering its enduring
relevance.

---

Henry Chadwick’s scholarship on Augustine’s Confessions remains a cornerstone
of patristic studies, offering a rich, layered understanding of this early
Christian masterpiece. His analytical rigor and contextual awareness continue
to inspire critical engagement, inviting readers to explore the Confessions
as both a historical document and a timeless meditation on the human soul.
Through Chadwick’s lens, Augustine’s Confessions emerge not only as a
personal narrative but as a profound dialogue between the self and the
divine, resonating across centuries and intellectual traditions.

Augustine Confessions Henry Chadwick
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sexual drive, his rare ascent from a humble Algerian farm to the edge of the corridors of high power
at the imperial court of Milan, and his renunciation of secular ambition and marriage as he
recovered the faith that his mother had taught him. It was in a Milan garden that Augustine finally
achieved the act of will to Christian conversion, which he compared to a lazy man in bed finally
deciding it is time to get up and face the day. ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford
World's Classics has made available the widest range of literature from around the globe. Each
affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship, providing the most accurate text
plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by leading authorities,
helpful notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and much more.
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sexual drive, his rare ascent from a humble Algerian farm to the edge of the corridors of high power
at the imperial court of Milan, and his renunciation of secular ambition and marriage as he
recovered the faith that his mother had taught him. It was in a Milan garden that Augustine finally
achieved the act of will to Christian conversion, which he compared to a lazy man in bed finally
deciding it is time to get up and face the day. ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford
World's Classics has made available the widest range of literature from around the globe. Each
affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship, providing the most accurate text
plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by leading authorities,
helpful notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and much more.
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always in repose. #3 I do not know where I came from, and I do not remember how I lived before I
was born. I was welcomed by the consolations of human milk, and I did not wish for more than they
were giving me. #4 I was like an infant, crying and throwing my limbs about. I was not understood,
and when I did not get my way, I was angry with my seniors for their disobedience and with free
people who were not slaves to my interests.
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Guide Oxford University Press, 2010-05-01 This ebook is a selective guide designed to help scholars
and students of the ancient world find reliable sources of information by directing them to the best
available scholarly materials in whatever form or format they appear from books, chapters, and
journal articles to online archives, electronic data sets, and blogs. Written by a leading international
authority on the subject, the ebook provides bibliographic information supported by direct
recommendations about which sources to consult and editorial commentary to make it clear how the
cited sources are interrelated. A reader will discover, for instance, the most reliable introductions
and overviews to the topic, and the most important publications on various areas of scholarly
interest within this topic. In classics, as in other disciplines, researchers at all levels are drowning in
potentially useful scholarly information, and this guide has been created as a tool for cutting through



that material to find the exact source you need. This ebook is just one of many articles from Oxford
Bibliographies Online: Classics, a continuously updated and growing online resource designed to
provide authoritative guidance through the scholarship and other materials relevant to the study of
classics. Oxford Bibliographies Online covers most subject disciplines within the social science and
humanities, for more information visit www.aboutobo.com.
  augustine confessions henry chadwick: Augustine Henry Chadwick, 2001-02-22 By his
writings, the surviving bulk of which exceeds that of any other ancient author, Augustine came to
influence not only his contemporaries but also the West since his time. This Very Short Introduction
traces the development of Augustine's thought, discussing his reaction to the thinkers before him,
and themes such as freedom, creation, and the trinity. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject
area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
  augustine confessions henry chadwick: The Tyranny of the Banal David Deane, 2023-06-21
Catholic positions on contested moral issues are rejected by the majority in the secular West and are
increasingly rejected by Catholics themselves. In this book, David Deane argues that there are two
main reasons for this. First, the dominance of secular approaches deprives Catholic positions of their
claim to coherence. Second, the Catholic positions, Deane shows, have lost contact with the theology
on which they were originally based. In response, Deane undertakes a deconstruction of the
dominant secular positions, and seeks to restore Catholic positions to their theological roots. The
result of this is a moral theology reconnected with the Trinitarian understanding of God and God’s
relationship with the world. Restored to its doctrinal foundations, the moral theology that Deane
offers is more coherent, more beautiful, and more convincing than has been found in Catholic moral
discourse for centuries.
  augustine confessions henry chadwick: The Culture of Confession from Augustine to
Foucault Chloe Taylor, 2010-05-26 Drawing on the work of Foucault and Western confessional
writings, this book challenges the transhistorical and commonsense views of confession as an innate
impulse resulting in the psychological liberation of the confessing subject. Instead, confessional
desire is argued to be contingent and constraining, and alternatives to confessional subjectivity are
explored.
  augustine confessions henry chadwick: Feminist Interpretations of Augustine Judith
Chelius Stark, 2010-11-01
  augustine confessions henry chadwick: Augustine of Hippo Henry Chadwick, 2010-08-05 The
life and works of Augustine of Hippo (354-430) have shaped the development of the Christian
Church, sparking controversy and influencing the ideas of theologians through subsequent
centuries. His words are still frequently quoted in devotions throughout the global Church today. His
key themes retain a striking contemporary relevance - what is the place of the Church in the world?
What is the relation between nature and grace? Augustine's intellectual development is recounted
with clarity and warmth in this newly rediscovered biography of Augustine, as interpreted by the
acclaimed church historian, the late Professor Henry Chadwick. Augustine's intellectual journey
from schoolboy and student to Bishop and champion of Western Christendom in a period of intense
political upheaval, is narrated in Chadwick's characteristically rigorous yet sympathetic style. With a
foreword by Peter Brown reflecting on Chadwick's distinctive approach to Augustine.
  augustine confessions henry chadwick: The Theology of Augustine Matthew Levering,
2013-03-15 Most theology students realize Augustine is tremendously influential on the Christian
tradition as a whole, but they generally lack real knowledge of his writings. This volume introduces
Augustine's theology through seven of his most important works. Matthew Levering begins with a
discussion of Augustine's life and times and then provides a full survey of the argument of each work
with bibliographical references for those who wish to go further. Written in clear, accessible
language, this book offers an essential introduction to major works of Augustine that all students of



theology--and their professors!--need to know.
  augustine confessions henry chadwick: Augustine in a Time of Crisis Boleslaw Z. Kabala,
Ashleen Menchaca-Bagnulo, Nathan Pinkoski, 2021-03-01 This volume addresses our global crisis by
turning to Augustine, a master at integrating disciplines, philosophies, and human experiences in
times of upheaval. It covers themes of selfhood, church and state, education, liberalism, realism, and
20th-century thinkers. The contributors enhance our understanding of Augustine’s thought by
heightening awareness of his relevance to diverse political, ethical, and sociological questions.
Bringing together Augustine and Gallicanism, civil religion, and Martin Luther King, Jr., this volume
expands the boundaries of Augustine scholarship through a consideration of subjects at the heart of
contemporary political theory.
  augustine confessions henry chadwick: The Sacramentality of Music Christina Labriola,
2024-08-19 Steeped in the Catholic spiritual tradition, The Sacramentality of Music argues that
musical experience, in its appeal to the entirety of the human person, can serve as a locus of
encounter with the divine and an occasion of God’s self-revelation in love, with spiritually nurturing,
ultimately transformative, ends. Christina Labriolacontends that this dynamic might most aptly be
understood as sacramental, an all-encompassing perspective of the cosmos permeated by the divine
creative, salvific, sustaining presence. Through its participation in the mysteries of beauty and
creativity, its bodily and affective engagement, and impact on the inner life, music operates
sacramentally: manifesting divine realities through the tangible stuff of human experience. In a
thematic theological exploration that interweaves pastoral theology, theological aesthetics, and
mysticism, the reader is invited to contemplate music’s sacramental potentiality and to engage the
sacramentally charged music of Beethoven, Bartok, MacMillan, Messiaen, Mozart, Ešenvalds, Bach,
Pärt, and Hildegard. In attending to musical ways of relating to God, this book invites readers into a
deepening awareness of the sacramental nature of reality itself as that in which the spiritual
resonance of music is grounded and reveals afresh, taking musical beauty seriously in the spiritual
order with repercussions for Christian living.
  augustine confessions henry chadwick: Being Saved Marc Cortez , Joshua R. Farris , S. Mark
Hamilton, 2018-08-30 With contributions from leading theologians and philosophers, Being Saved:
Explorations in Human Salvation brings together a series of essays on the major topics relating to
the doctrine of salvation. The book provides readers with a critical resource that consists of an
integrative philosophical-theological method, and will invigorate this much-needed discussion.
Contributors include Oliver Crisp (Fuller Theological Seminary) Paul Helm (Regent College,
Vancouver and Highland Theological College, Scotland) Joanna Leidenhag (University of Edinburgh)
Andrew Loke (Hong Kong University)
  augustine confessions henry chadwick: Understanding Religious Conversion Dong Young
Kim, 2012-07-20 Understanding Religious Conversion begins with emphasis on the value of
respecting religious/theological interpretations of conversion while coordinating social scientific
studies of how personal, social, and cultural issues are relevant to the human transformational
process. It encourages us to bring together the perspectives of psychology, sociology, anthropology,
and religious studies into critical and mutually-informing conversation for establishing a richer and
more accurate perception of the complex phenomenon of religious conversion. The case of St.
Augustine's conversion experience superbly illustrates the complicated and multidimensional
process of religious change. By critically extending the contributions of the literature within Lewis
Rambo's interdisciplinary framework, Dong Young Kim presents a more integrated picture of how
personal, social, cultural, and religious/theological components interact with one another in the
process of Augustine's conversion. In doing so, he has struggled with how to relocate more
effectively and practically the conversion narrative of Augustine within the context of pastoral care
and ministry (and the field of the academy)--in order to facilitate a better understanding of the
conversion stories of the church members as well as to enhance the experiences of religious
conversion within the Christian community.
  augustine confessions henry chadwick: Augustine Through the Ages Allan Fitzgerald, John C.



Cavadini, 1999 This one-volume reference work provides the first encyclopedic treatment of the life,
thought, and influence of Augustine of Hippo (A.D. 354-430), one of the greatest figures in the
history of the Christian church. The product of more than 140 leading scholars throughout the
world, this comprehensive encyclopedia contains over 400 articles that cover every aspect of
Augustine's life and writings and trace his profound influence on the church and the development of
Western thought through the past two millennia. Major articles examine in detail all of Augustine's
nearly 120 extant writings, from his brief tractates to his prodigious theological works. For many
readers, this volume is the only source for commentary on the numerous works by Augustine not
available in English. Other articles discuss: Augustine's influence on other theologians, from
contemporaries like Jerome and Ambrose to prominent figures throughout church history, such as
Gregory the Great, Aquinas, Luther, Calvin, and Harnack; Augustine's life, the chaotic political
events of his world, and the church's struggles with such heresies as Arianism, Donatism,
Manicheism, and Pelagianism; Augustine's thoughts about philosophical problems (time, the ascent
of the soul, the nature of truth), theological questions (guilt, original sin, free will, the Trinity), and
cultural issues (church-state relations, Roman society).
  augustine confessions henry chadwick: The Hermeneutics of Doctrine Anthony C.
Thiselton, 2007-11-08 Throughout the book Thiselton shows how perspectives that arise from
hermeneutics shed fresh light on theological method, reshape horizons of understanding, and reveal
the relevance of doctrine for formation and for life. --
  augustine confessions henry chadwick: Finding the Monk Within Edward C. Sellner, 2008
Finding the Monk Within is written with the conviction that lying deep within every person and
underlying much of contemporary western and eastern cultures is an ancient memory, a vital
archetypal energy related to monasticism and its spirituality. This book recovers that monastic
memory, the living presence of the past, for those who desire to name and incorporate monastic
values: values of solitude and silence, faith and compassion, friendship and mentoring,
contemplation and leadership itself. The author examines the social and religious dimensions in the
fourth century that gave rise to monasticism, then looks at Christian leaders from late antiquity to
the medieval period associated with monasticism in both East and West who have much to teach
about monastic values and their relevance for today, among them Antony, the first monk, Augustine
and Jerome, John Cassian, Brigit of Kildare and early Celtic monasticism, Gregory the Great,
Benedict and Scholastica and, finally, Bernard of Clairvaux. By studying the history of monasticism
and its great heroes we come to realize that, for the Christian, much of what we call 'monastic' is
purely and simply what being a follower of Christ is all about, and that being a monk, whether inside
monastic enclosures or outside 'in the world, ' is simply becoming the sort of person everyone ought
to be, a person who unites action and contemplation in the care of souls, writes the author. By
becoming familiar with the stories and thought of these inspirational figures, readers will be inspired
to incorporate monastic perspectives and values into their own lives. +
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