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A Year in Provence Peter Mayle: A Timeless Journey Through the Heart of Southern France

a year in provence peter mayle is more than just a book title; it’s an invitation to immerse oneself in the
enchanting rhythms of life in one of France’s most beloved regions. Written by British author Peter Mayle, this
memoir-style narrative captures the charm, humor, and subtle beauty of Provence through the eyes of an
outsider who falls in love with the land, the people, and the culture. For anyone curious about French rural
life, culinary delights, or simply seeking inspiration for a slower, more fulfilling lifestyle, this classic reads like
a warm conversation with an old friend.

Discovering Provence Through Peter Mayle’s Eyes

When Peter Mayle and his wife decided to move from England to a small village in Provence, they embarked on an
adventure that would transform their lives. “A Year in Provence” chronicles their first twelve months in
M�nerbes, a hilltop village nestled in the Luberon region. The book’s charm lies in its detailed and affectionate
portrayal of everyday occurrences—whether it’s navigating the quirks of French bureaucracy, savoring local
delicacies, or adjusting to the seasonal changes that define Proven�al life.

Mayle’s writing style is engaging and lighthearted, filled with vivid descriptions that bring the Proven�al
landscape to life. His observations about the local customs, markets, and festivals offer readers an authentic
glimpse of southern France beyond the usual tourist postcards.

The Allure of Proven�al Seasons: A Natural Calendar

One of the most captivating aspects of “A Year in Provence Peter Mayle” is the way the passage of time is
marked by the changing seasons. Provence is a region deeply connected to its natural cycles, and Mayle’s
month-by-month account reflects this beautifully.

Spring: Awakening of the Countryside

Spring in Provence bursts forth with blossoming almond trees, vibrant fields of lavender starting to grow, and
bustling village markets filled with fresh produce. Mayle captures the anticipation that comes with this
season—the renewal of life and the promise of summer’s abundance. It’s a time when the local farmers prepare
their vineyards and olive groves for the months ahead, and when outdoor life begins in earnest.

Summer: The Height of Celebration and Flavor

Summer in Provence is synonymous with warmth, sunlight, and a lively social calendar. As Mayle describes, the
long, hot days invite locals and visitors alike to enjoy al fresco dining, festivals, and the simple pleasure of
sipping ros� under the shade of plane trees. The region’s culinary traditions shine in this season, with an emphasis
on fresh vegetables, herbs, and seafood.

Autumn: Harvest and Reflection

With autumn comes the grape and olive harvests, pivotal moments in Proven�al rural life. Mayle’s account of
these activities highlights the deep connection between the people and their land, as well as the communal spirit



that defines village life. The colors of the landscape shift to warm golds and reds, setting a reflective tone.

Winter: Quietude and Warmth

Though often portrayed as a sunny paradise, Provence’s winters bring their own charm. Mayle discusses the
slower pace of life during these months, the cozy gatherings by the fireplace, and the hearty regional dishes
that provide comfort. The contrasts between the seasons enrich the narrative, reinforcing the idea that
Provence’s beauty lies in its diversity.

Culinary Adventures and Local Flavors

Food is at the heart of “A Year in Provence Peter Mayle,” and the book serves as a love letter to Proven�al
cuisine. From the humble ratatouille to the exquisite bouillabaisse, Mayle’s descriptions invite readers to
savor the tastes of the region.

The Farmer’s Market Experience

One of the highlights of the book is the portrayal of the weekly markets, where locals gather to buy fresh
produce, cheeses, and charcuterie. These markets are not just about food—they’re social hubs that embody the
spirit of Proven�al life. Mayle’s enthusiasm for discovering new ingredients and learning traditional recipes adds
a delightful layer of authenticity.

Wine and Olive Oil: Liquid Gold of Provence

No discussion of Provence would be complete without mentioning its renowned wines and olive oils. Mayle’s
exploration of local vineyards and olive presses reveals the meticulous craftsmanship behind these staples. He
also touches on the cultural significance of wine in social rituals and celebrations.

Life Lessons from the Proven�al Countryside

Beyond its picturesque settings and culinary delights, “A Year in Provence Peter Mayle” offers subtle
reflections on the pace of life and the value of community. Mayle’s experiences highlight the importance of
patience, adaptability, and finding joy in simple pleasures.

Embracing the Slow Life

One of the key takeaways from Mayle’s narrative is the contrast between fast-paced urban living and the
unhurried rhythm of rural Provence. The book encourages readers to appreciate the moments often
overlooked—the changing light at dusk, the ritual of afternoon coffee, or the conversations that unfold
naturally in village squares.

Community and Connection

Mayle’s interactions with neighbors, artisans, and local officials demonstrate the tight-knit nature of



Proven�al society. The book beautifully illustrates how community ties are nurtured through shared
traditions, festivals, and everyday kindnesses.

Why “A Year in Provence Peter Mayle” Remains Relevant Today

Decades after its publication, “A Year in Provence Peter Mayle” continues to resonate with readers around the
world. Its timeless appeal lies in its universal themes—finding home, embracing cultural differences, and
savoring life’s richness.

Today, as more people seek travel experiences that go beyond tourist hotspots, Mayle’s work serves as a
guidebook and inspiration for immersive, authentic journeys. Whether you’re planning a trip to Provence or
simply dreaming of it, this book offers invaluable insights into the region’s soul.

Inspiration for Travelers and Expats

Many who read Mayle’s memoir feel encouraged to explore Provence firsthand or even consider relocating there.
His honest portrayal of the challenges and rewards of adapting to a new culture remains a helpful resource
for expatriates and long-term visitors.

Influence on Food and Travel Writing

Peter Mayle’s engaging storytelling style has influenced a generation of writers who blend travel, culture,
and cuisine. His ability to weave humor with heartfelt observations makes “A Year in Provence” a model for
narrative nonfiction.

Tips for Readers Inspired by “A Year in Provence Peter Mayle”

If you’re captivated by Mayle’s account and want to experience Provence yourself, here are some practical
tips to enrich your visit:

Visit Local Markets: Seek out weekly markets in towns like Aix-en-Provence, L’Isle-sur-la-Sorgue, or of
course M�nerbes, to experience the vibrant local food culture.

Explore Off-the-Beaten-Path Villages: While popular spots are wonderful, smaller villages offer a
more intimate glimpse of Proven�al life.

Try Regional Specialties: Don’t miss tasting dishes like tapenade, socca, and lavender-infused desserts
alongside excellent local wines.

Plan Around Seasonal Events: Festivals, harvest celebrations, and outdoor markets shift throughout
the year, so timing your visit can deepen your cultural experience.

Embrace the Pace: Take moments to slow down, enjoy long lunches, and savor the landscape—the true
spirit of Provence revealed in stillness.

Reading “A Year in Provence Peter Mayle” is an invitation to see the world through a lens of curiosity and
gratitude. It reminds us that sometimes the most profound journeys don’t require crossing oceans—they happen



when we open ourselves to the magic in everyday life, just as Mayle did in the heart of southern France.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'A Year in Provence' by Peter Mayle about?

'A Year in Provence' is a memoir by Peter Mayle that chronicles his experiences and observations during his first
year living in the Provence region of France.

When was 'A Year in Provence' published?

'A Year in Provence' was first published in 1989.

Why is 'A Year in Provence' considered a classic travel book?

It is considered a classic because of its humorous, vivid, and affectionate portrayal of rural French life, which
has inspired many readers to explore Provence.

What themes are explored in 'A Year in Provence'?

The book explores themes such as adaptation to a new culture, the beauty of nature, the joys and challenges
of rural living, and the pleasures of French cuisine and traditions.

Did Peter Mayle live in Provence before writing the book?

Yes, Peter Mayle and his wife moved to Provence in the mid-1980s, and the book is based on their first year
living there.

What impact did 'A Year in Provence' have on tourism in the region?

The book significantly boosted tourism in Provence by romanticizing its lifestyle and landscapes, attracting
readers from around the world.

Are there sequels or follow-up books to 'A Year in Provence'?

Yes, Peter Mayle wrote several follow-up books including 'Toujours Provence' and 'Encore Provence' that
continue to explore his life in the region.

How does Peter Mayle describe the seasonal changes in Provence?

Mayle vividly describes the changing seasons, from the lavender fields in summer to the harvests in autumn,
highlighting the rhythms of rural life.

Is 'A Year in Provence' purely a travelogue?

While it functions as a travelogue, it is also a personal memoir filled with humor, anecdotes, and reflections
on adapting to a new lifestyle.

Has 'A Year in Provence' been adapted into other media?

Yes, it was adapted into a television series in the 1990s and has inspired documentaries and travel programs
about Provence.



Additional Resources
A Year in Provence Peter Mayle: An Enduring Celebration of French Country Life

a year in provence peter mayle stands as a seminal work in travel literature, blending memoir, cultural
commentary, and culinary exploration into a vivid portrayal of life in southern France. Since its publication in
1989, the book has captivated readers worldwide, offering an intimate glimpse into the rhythms and rituals of
Provence through the eyes of British author Peter Mayle. More than just a travelogue, it is a rich tapestry
that weaves together the seasonal changes, local traditions, and the joys and occasional frustrations
experienced by expatriates embracing a new lifestyle.

The book’s enduring popularity is driven by Mayle’s deft narrative style, which combines wit, warmth, and a keen
observational eye. As a genre-defining memoir of relocation and rural immersion, it has inspired countless
readers to explore or even emulate the Proven�al way of life. To understand the impact and continued
relevance of *A Year in Provence*, this article delves into its thematic core, literary qualities, and the
cultural and gastronomic insights it offers.

Exploring the Essence of Proven�al Life

At its heart, *A Year in Provence* is an exploration of place and seasonality. Mayle organizes the book
around the twelve months, capturing the unique atmosphere and activities that punctuate each period. This
structure allows readers to experience Provence as a living, breathing entity shaped by nature, agriculture,
and community.

Seasonal Rhythms and Local Traditions

Mayle’s detailed description of the Proven�al calendar is one of the book’s most compelling aspects. From the
lavender harvest in July to the bustling autumn markets, the narrative conveys a deep respect for the land and
its cycles. The author highlights how these traditions are integral to the region’s identity, providing both
continuity and a sense of belonging.

This focus on seasonality aligns with broader trends in slow living and locavorism, which emphasize connection
to local environments and food sources. Mayle’s account predates these movements but anticipates their
values, making the book a prescient commentary on sustainable and mindful living.

Gastronomy and Culinary Culture

Food and drink are central motifs in *A Year in Provence*, reflecting the importance of gastronomy in
Proven�al culture. Mayle’s encounters with local producers, vineyard visits, and descriptions of meals
showcase the region’s rich culinary heritage. The book offers insight into specialties such as olive oil, truffles,
goat cheese, and the famed ros� wines.

The vivid portrayal of food preparation and communal dining underscores the social function of meals in
Provence. This emphasis on conviviality and sensory pleasure has resonated with readers, many of whom seek
out Proven�al recipes or culinary experiences inspired by the book.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques

Peter Mayle’s writing style in *A Year in Provence* is conversational yet evocative, combining humor with
detailed observation. This approach makes the book accessible while maintaining literary quality, contributing



to its broad appeal.

Use of Humor and Personal Anecdotes

Mayle’s gentle humor and candid recounting of challenges—such as dealing with eccentric neighbors or
bureaucratic hurdles—add a relatable human dimension. These anecdotes balance the idyllic descriptions of the
countryside, preventing the narrative from becoming overly romanticized.

Descriptive Imagery and Sense of Place

The author’s descriptive prowess transports readers to the sun-drenched hills, bustling markets, and quiet
village lanes of Provence. Sensory details—from the scent of herbs to the sound of cicadas—create an
immersive reading experience. This sense of place is crucial to the book’s appeal and distinguishes it from
conventional travel guides.

Impact on Travel Literature and Tourism

Since its release, *A Year in Provence* has influenced both travel writing and the perception of Provence as a
desirable destination for expatriates and tourists.

Influence on Travel Writing

Mayle’s integration of memoir, cultural history, and culinary exploration has inspired a genre of experiential
travel literature that emphasizes immersion over sightseeing. His approach has encouraged writers to explore
the nuances of place through personal narrative rather than detached reportage.

Tourism and Expatriate Interest

The book’s vivid depiction of Proven�al life has contributed to a surge in tourism and foreign property
purchases in the region. Many readers are drawn by the allure of the lifestyle Mayle describes, which combines
rustic charm with refined pleasures. This phenomenon has had economic and social implications for Provence,
including increased demand for local products and services.

Critical Perspectives and Limitations

While widely praised, *A Year in Provence* is not without critique. Some scholars and readers argue that
Mayle’s narrative tends to romanticize rural life, glossing over socioeconomic challenges faced by locals.

Romanticization and Selective Portrayal

The book emphasizes the idyllic and picturesque aspects of Provence, occasionally sidelining issues such as
rural depopulation or economic disparity. This selective portrayal can present a somewhat sanitized version of
reality, which is important to recognize for a balanced understanding.



Expatriate Perspective

As a British expatriate, Mayle’s viewpoint is inevitably shaped by his outsider status. While this allows for
fresh observations, it may also lead to cultural misunderstandings or oversimplifications. Readers should
consider this context when interpreting the book’s representations of Proven�al society.

Legacy and Continued Relevance

More than three decades after its publication, *A Year in Provence* remains a touchstone for those interested
in rural French culture, culinary arts, and the expatriate experience. Its combination of charm, insight, and
narrative skill has ensured its place in the canon of travel literature.

For modern readers, the book offers both inspiration and a benchmark against which to measure contemporary
life in Provence. Amid evolving economic and social dynamics, Mayle’s work preserves a snapshot of a
particular time and place, inviting reflection on the universal themes of home, adaptation, and cultural
appreciation.

A Year In Provence Peter Mayle

Find other PDF articles:
https://old.rga.ca/archive-th-089/Book?trackid=dtX07-5551&title=tattoo-alphabet-in-different-langua
ges.pdf

  a year in provence peter mayle: A Year in Provence Peter Mayle, 1993
  a year in provence peter mayle: My Twenty-Five Years in Provence Peter Mayle, 2018-06-26
From the moment Peter Mayle and his wife, Jennie, uprooted their lives in England and crossed the
Channel permanently, they never looked back. Here the beloved author of A Year in Provence pays
tribute to the most endearing and enduring aspects of his life in France—the charming and indelible
parade of village life, the sheer beauty, the ancient history. He celebrates the café and lists some of
his favorites; identifies his favorite villages, restaurants, and open-air markets; and recounts his
most memorable meals. A celebration of twenty-five years of Provençal living—of lessons learned
and changes observed—with his final book Mayle has crafted a lasting love letter to his adopted
home, marked by his signature warmth, wit, and humor.
  a year in provence peter mayle: Toujours Provence Peter Mayle, 1991 Having settled in
Provence, France, the author describes simple events in his life, such as sneaking through customs
with expensive truffles, attending a Pavarotti concert, finding two coins in his garden and enjoying
his fiftieth birthday.
  a year in provence peter mayle: A Year in Provence Peter Mayle, 1991
  a year in provence peter mayle: Anything Considered Peter Mayle, 1997-04-01 Peter Mayle’s
delicious new fictional confection is set, bien entendu, in Provence, where a suave if slightly
threadbare English expat named Bennett is reaching the end of his credit. In desperation he places
an ad in The International Herald Tribune: “Unattached Englishman … seeks interesting and
unusual work. Anything considered except marriage.” In no time at all Bennett is being paid
handsomely to impersonate the mysterious and very wealthy Julian Poe. This entails occupying Poe’s
palatial flat in Monte Carlo, whizzing around in his Mercedes, and charging meals at the Côte
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d'Azur’s better restaurants. Unfortunately, there are certain complications … involving Sicilian and
Corsican Mafiosi, the loveliest woman ever to drive a tank, and a formula for domesticating the
notoriously unpredictable black truffle. As orchestrated by Mayle, these elements make Anything
Considered a novel of nail-biting suspense and champagne-dry wit, whose evocations of the good life
are so convincing that you’ll come away with a suntan.
  a year in provence peter mayle: Encore Provence Peter Mayle, 2000-06 ENCORE PROVENCE
continues the account of an Englishman's life abroad. Among other curiosities, explore a school for
noses in Haute Provence, the mysterious death of an oversexed butcher, the quest for the finest
bouillabaisse and an assortment of the characters who lie in wait in bars and on boules courts. And,
of course, the essential importance of lunch. BON APPETIT!
  a year in provence peter mayle: A Year in Provence/Toujours Provence Peter Mayle,
1993-10-01 A boxed set containing Mayle's best-selling A Year in Provence and Toujours Provence
offers a colorful study of the people, landscapes, and life-styles of Provence. Reprint. 15,000 first
printing.
  a year in provence peter mayle: My Twenty-five Years in Provence , 2018 My Twenty-Five
Years in Provence: Reflections on Then and Now by Peter Mayle | Conversation Starters Knopf
publishing house releaes the last book of the late veteran author Peter Mayle entitled My
Twenty-Five Years in Provence: Reflections on Then and Now. Mayle is knows for his books on his
life in Provence. This book is the final volume that offers his memories of the life he lived in the
South of France for the past twenty-five years. He and his wife Jennie were redirected from their
planned stay in Côte d'Azur. Because of their search for sunlight, they went to Aix-en-Provence. They
fell very much in love with Provence and they decided to uproot their lives in England and move
there. Since then they have never looked back. San Francisco Chronicle‘s Regan McMahon praises
Mayle’s writing that he described him as “astute at capturing the rhythm of life [in Provence].” Lila
Battis for Travel and Leisure writes that My Twenty-Five Years in Provence is “a warm,
nostalgia-soaked look at the place [Mayle] loved so dearly.” Maureen McCarthy for Minneapolis
Star-Tribune says that this book is “[a] well-loved writer’s contented recap of a life well lived.” A
Brief Look Inside: EVERY GOOD BOOK CONTAINS A WORLD FAR DEEPER than the surface of its
pages. The characters and their world come alive, and the characters and its world still live on.
Conversation Starters is peppered with questions designed to bring us beneath the surface of the
page and invite us into the world that lives on. These questions can be used to.. Create Hours of
Conversation: • Foster a deeper understanding of the book • Promote an atmosphere of discussion
for groups • Assist in the study of the book, either individually or corporately • Explore unseen
realms of the book as never seen before.
  a year in provence peter mayle: A Good Year Peter Mayle, 2004 Purchased as part of an
Ontario Trillium Foundation Grant.
  a year in provence peter mayle: A Dog's Life Peter Mayle, 1996-05-28 Once upon a time in
Provence, Peter Mayle adopted a dog of uncertain origins and dubious hunting skills and gave him a
name—Boy. Now he gives this canny canine a voice in an irresistible “memoir” that proves that the
best vantage point for observing life may well be on all fours. As Boy recounts his progress from an
overcrowded maternal bosom to unchallenged mastery of the Mayle household, he tells us why dogs
are drawn to humans (“our most convenient support system”) and chickens (“that happy
combination of sport and nourishment”). We share in his amorous dalliances, his run-ins with French
plumbers and cats, and in the tidbits (both conversational and edible) of his owners’ dinner parties.
Enhanced by fifty-nine splendidly whimsical drawings by Edward Koren, A Dog’s Life gives us all the
delights we expect from any book by Peter Mayle—pedigree prose, biting wit, and a keen nose for
the fragrance of civilization—together with the insouciant wisdom of which only a dog (and probably
only Peter Mayle’s dog) is capable.
  a year in provence peter mayle: Hotel Pastis Peter Mayle, 1993 Having delighted millions of
Americans with A Year in Provence and Toujours Provence, Peter Mayle treats us to a wonderfully
entertaining novel of escape, romance, and adventure, played out in the landscape he has made so



irresistible. Simon Shaw, a forty-two-year-old advertising tycoon, worn down by insatiable clients
and a rapacious ex-wife, wants to get away from it all. On impulse he drives off in his Congo-black
Porsche convertible to take a break in the South of France. When an accident strands him in a small
village in the Luberon, an enchanting French woman, who is between husbands, comes to his rescue
and soon lures him into buying the local gendarmerie with its splendid view. Together with the
indispensable aid of Ernest, Simon's majordomo - valet, chauffeur, confidant, master of detail, and
inspired flower arranger - they transform the rubble into a little jewel of a hotel. And life seems
idyllic. But at the same time, something pas tres catholique is afoot: a petty crook, recently released
from the Marseilles prison, and some of his pals are plotting an assault on the bank - more
picturesque than secure - in the nearby town. Paths cross; schemes go awry; an heir to millions
disappears. And through it all Peter Mayle delights us with the intrigues of the haute monde that
descends on the Hotel Pastis and the machinations of the bad guys in the environs, as everything
conspires to threaten the heaven on earth that Simon Shaw has envisioned.
  a year in provence peter mayle: Encore Provence Peter Mayle, 2000-01 Peter Mayle is back in
Provence, after pining away in America for the sights, sounds and smells of his beloved French
home. This new book completes his trilogy on the delights and curiosities of Provencal life, as he
rediscovers the local customs and cuisine and finds them as enchanting as ever. There are, of
course, some gastronomic treats to be had on the way, including a feast at a converted petrol station
and a rendezvous with the famous Marseillaise bouillabaisse. But when lunch is over there are still
more moments to relish : learning the secrets of perfume-blending at a school for noses, the story of
a crime passionnel perpetrated by a jealous husband on an oversexed, cycling-short wearing
butcher, a connoisseur of funerals, a grower of black tomatoes, and the simple pleasure of finding
the best way to idle away a lazy summer afternoon
  a year in provence peter mayle: A Taste for Provence Helen Lefkowitz Horowitz, 2016-06-10
In A Taste for Provence, historian Helen Lefkowitz Horowitz digs into this question and spins a
wonderfully appealing tale of how Provence became Provence.
  a year in provence peter mayle: Writes of Passage James Duncan, Derek Gregory, 2002-01-31
Writes of Passage explores the interplay between a system of othering which travelers bring to a
place, and the real geographical difference they discover upon arrival. Exposing the tensions
between the imaginary and real, Duncan and Gregory and a team of leading internationa
contributors focus primarily upon travelers from the 18th and 19th Centuries to pin down the
imaginary within the context of imperial power. The contributors focus on travel to three main
regions: Africa, South Asia, and Europe - wit the European examples being drawn from Britain,
France and Greece.
  a year in provence peter mayle: Provence A-Z Peter Mayle, 2007 An informative resource on
Provence includes nearly two hundred alphabetically organized entries on such subjects as
architecture, expatriates, Aix-en-Provence, Provenðcal linguistic oddities, and local legends and lore.
  a year in provence peter mayle: The Essential Guide for Driving in France Orv Strandoo,
2007 Touring in France becomes 'tranquillamente' when you take along The Essential Driving Guide
for France as your traveling companion. Within these pages you will find everything you need to
know, quickly and easily -- the rules of the road and autostrada etiquette, the best routes to follow
and those spots to avoid, a time-tested itinerary for the optimum French experience and tips on
visiting the country's most enchanting sights. It's all here, at your fingertips, just waiting to show
you the joie de vivre for which France is so famous.
  a year in provence peter mayle: Provence from the Air Peter Mayle, 1994 Peter Mayle,
bestselling author of A YEAR IN PROVENCE and TOUJOURS PROVENCE, joins aerial photographer
Jason Hawkes to capture the exquisite beauty of Southern France.
  a year in provence peter mayle: Provence Martin Garrett, 2012-05-02 Celebrated by writers
from Petrarch to Peter Mayle, Provence's rugged mountains, wild maquis and lavender-filled
meadows are world-famous. Historic cities like Arles, Avignon and Aix contain Roman
amphitheatres, papal palaces and royal residences, while market towns and picturesque villages



maintain age-old traditions of wine producing and agriculture. From the highland towns of Digne
and Sisteron to the marshy expanse of the Camargue, Provence encompasses a rich variety of
landscapes. Martin Garrett explores a region littered with ancient monuments and medieval castles.
Looking at the vibrant dockside ambiance of Marseille and the luminous atmosphere of the Lubéron,
he considers how writers like Mistral and Daudet have captured the character of a place and its
people. He traces the development of Provence as a Roman outpost, medieval kingdom and modern
region of France, revealing through its landmarks the people and events that have shaped its often
tumultuous history. Through its architecture, literature and popular culture, this book analyzes and
celebrates the identity of a region famous for its pastis and pétanque. Linking the past to the
present, it also evokes the intense light and sun-baked stones that have attracted generations of
painters and writers.
  a year in provence peter mayle: Recipe for a Book Club Mary O'Hare, Rose Storey, 2004
Monthly Theme Menus & Recipes, Featured Authors, Suggested Readings and Topical Questions
  a year in provence peter mayle: Passages Westward Maria Lähteenmäki, Hanna Snellman,
2006-12-27 The West has always been a resource for the Finns. Scholars, artists and other
professionals have sought contacts from Europe throughout the centuries. The Finnish experience in
Western Europe and the New World is a story of migrant laborers, expatriates and specialists
working abroad. But you don’t have to be born in Finland to be a Finn. The experiences of
second-generation Finnish immigrants and their descendants open up new possibilities for
understanding the relationship between Finland and the West. The Finnish passage westward has
not always crossed national borders. Karelian evacuees headed west, as did young people from the
Finnish countryside when opportunities to make a living in agriculture and forestry diminished in
the post-war era. The legacy of these migrants is still visible in the suburbs of Finnish cities today.
This book is a joint effort of the Department of Ethnology and the Department of History at the
University of Helsinki. It was written by Ph. D. students supervised by Academy Research Fellows
Maria Lähteenmäki and Hanna Snellman, in collaboration with colleagues abroad interested in
current research in ethnology and history.
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