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**Do Colleges Accept ASL as a Foreign Language? Exploring the Role of American Sign Language in
Higher Education**

do colleges accept asl as a foreign language is a question that many students and parents ask
when planning high school coursework or considering college admissions. American Sign Language
(ASL) has grown in popularity over the past few decades, not only as a means of communication
within the Deaf community but also as a legitimate language option for academic credit. If you’re
wondering whether colleges recognize ASL as a foreign language and how this impacts your
academic journey, you’re not alone. Let’s dive into the details surrounding ASL’s acceptance, its
benefits, and tips for maximizing its value in your education.

Understanding ASL as a Language

Before we delve into college policies, it’s important to understand what American Sign Language
really is. ASL is a fully developed natural language with its own grammar, syntax, and vocabulary,
distinct from English. It is the primary language used by many Deaf and hard-of-hearing individuals
in the United States and parts of Canada.

Because ASL is a complete language with rich cultural significance, educators and linguists widely
recognize it as a foreign language rather than just a form of communication or an elective. This
recognition has paved the way for more educational institutions to include ASL in their foreign
language departments.

Do Colleges Accept ASL as a Foreign Language Credit?

The short answer is yes—many colleges do accept ASL as a foreign language, but it’s important to
note that policies vary widely.

Variation in College Policies

Some universities and colleges explicitly list ASL as an acceptable foreign language for admission
requirements, while others may not mention it or treat it differently compared to spoken languages
like Spanish or French. For example:

- **Public universities** in states with large Deaf communities or strong ASL programs often accept
ASL for language requirements.
- **Private colleges** may vary; some embrace ASL fully, while others do not count it toward foreign
language credits but might offer it as an elective or special interest course.
- **Community colleges** frequently offer ASL courses and may accept the credit for transfer or as
fulfillment of language requirements.



If you’re applying to a specific school, the best approach is to check their admissions website or
contact the registrar’s office directly to confirm whether ASL counts as a foreign language.

High School Credit and College Admissions

Many high schools today offer ASL as a foreign language option. When students take ASL courses in
high school, they often want to know if this will satisfy college language admission requirements. In
many cases, ASL classes taken at accredited high schools are accepted by colleges as fulfilling the
foreign language admissions prerequisite, but again, this depends on the institution.

Some colleges require a minimum number of years studying the language, so completing two or
three years of ASL might be necessary to meet admissions standards. Additionally, Advanced
Placement (AP) or International Baccalaureate (IB) programs may not offer ASL, which could affect
how the language is viewed in competitive admissions scenarios.

Why ASL Is a Valuable Foreign Language Choice

Choosing ASL as your foreign language can offer several unique advantages beyond the traditional
benefits of learning a new language.

Improved Communication Skills

Learning ASL enhances your ability to communicate with Deaf and hard-of-hearing individuals,
which can be a valuable skill in many professional fields, such as education, healthcare, social work,
and interpreting services.

Cultural Awareness and Inclusion

Studying ASL is not just about vocabulary and grammar; it’s also about understanding Deaf culture
and history. This cultural literacy fosters empathy, inclusiveness, and a broader worldview, all traits
that colleges and employers highly value.

Career Opportunities

With the growing demand for sign language interpreters and accessibility advocates, having ASL
skills can open doors to specialized careers. Many colleges offer certificates or degrees in ASL
interpreting, which build on foundational language courses.



Tips for Students Considering ASL for College

If you’re thinking about taking ASL to fulfill foreign language requirements or to enhance your
education, here are some helpful tips:

Research College Policies Early: Check the websites of colleges that interest you to see if1.
they accept ASL as a foreign language credit for admissions.

Take ASL Courses at Accredited Schools: Ensure your high school or community college2.
offers ASL classes that meet recognized standards so credits will transfer smoothly.

Combine ASL with Other Languages or Studies: Some students choose to study ASL3.
alongside another spoken language or combine it with Deaf studies for a well-rounded
educational experience.

Consider Certification Opportunities: If you’re passionate about ASL, explore certificate4.
programs or minors in Deaf studies or ASL interpretation at your college.

Practice Consistently: Like any language, fluency in ASL requires practice. Engage with5.
Deaf communities, attend events, or participate in language clubs to improve your skills.

Common Misconceptions About ASL in Academia

Despite ASL’s growing acceptance, some misconceptions still linger. Clearing these up can help
students make informed decisions:

ASL Is Not Just “Signing English”

ASL is often misunderstood as a manual version of English, but it is a distinct language with its own
rules. This makes it just as legitimate as any spoken foreign language in an academic context.

ASL Credits Are Not Always Equivalent Everywhere

While many schools accept ASL, some might not count it equally toward certain language
requirements or advanced language credits. This disparity is usually due to institutional preferences
or the availability of ASL faculty.

Learning ASL Benefits More Than Just Language



Requirements

Even if a college doesn’t accept ASL as a foreign language credit, the skills and cultural knowledge
gained from learning ASL can enrich your college experience and future career prospects.

The Growing Popularity of ASL in Higher Education

Over recent years, interest in ASL has surged. Universities across the U.S. have expanded their ASL
offerings, and some now include ASL in their foreign language departments or offer degree
programs related to Deaf culture and interpretation.

This trend reflects broader societal recognition of the importance of accessibility and inclusiveness,
encouraging institutions to legitimize ASL as a foreign language on par with more traditional
options.

ASL and Technology Integration

With advancements in technology, such as video relay services and online ASL learning platforms,
students have more resources than ever to study ASL effectively. Colleges are also incorporating
these tools into their curricula, making ASL education more accessible and interactive.

ASL Study Abroad and Cultural Exchange

While traditional foreign language students might participate in study abroad programs, ASL
learners have unique opportunities to engage with Deaf communities locally and internationally.
Some colleges facilitate cultural immersion programs or internships that connect students with Deaf
culture beyond the classroom.

---

If you’re considering taking ASL as your foreign language in high school or college, it’s encouraging
to know that many institutions do recognize and value it. As awareness and acceptance continue to
grow, ASL is increasingly seen not just as a language requirement but as a meaningful and enriching
academic and cultural experience. Whether you aim to meet admissions criteria or pursue a lifelong
skill, learning ASL opens doors that extend far beyond the classroom.

Frequently Asked Questions

Do colleges accept ASL as a foreign language credit?
Many colleges do accept American Sign Language (ASL) as a foreign language credit, but
acceptance policies vary by institution. It's important to check with the specific college or university



to confirm.

Can ASL fulfill foreign language requirements for college
admission?
At several colleges, ASL can fulfill foreign language requirements for admission or graduation, but
this depends on the school's policies. Some colleges treat ASL as equivalent to other foreign
languages, while others do not.

Is ASL considered a foreign language in college applications?
Yes, ASL is often considered a foreign language on college applications, especially as it is a distinct
language with its own grammar and syntax. However, some colleges may have specific guidelines
regarding its acceptance.

Are AP ASL courses accepted by colleges for foreign language
credit?
Many colleges accept AP ASL exam scores for foreign language credit, similar to other AP language
exams. However, acceptance varies, so students should verify with their prospective colleges.

Do all colleges accept ASL for foreign language credits?
Not all colleges accept ASL as foreign language credit. Acceptance depends on the institution's
language department policies and accreditation of the ASL course taken.

Can taking ASL in high school improve college applications?
Yes, taking ASL in high school can demonstrate language learning skills and cultural awareness,
which may positively impact college applications, especially if the college recognizes ASL as a
foreign language.

Is ASL equivalent to other foreign languages in college
curricula?
In many colleges, ASL is treated as equivalent to other foreign languages and offered as part of the
language curriculum. However, this varies, and some institutions may categorize it differently.

How can students confirm if a college accepts ASL as a foreign
language?
Students should check the college’s official website, contact admissions counselors, or consult the
language department to confirm if ASL is accepted as a foreign language credit before applying or
enrolling.



Additional Resources
**Do Colleges Accept ASL as a Foreign Language? An In-Depth Exploration**

do colleges accept asl as a foreign language is a question that has gained increasing attention
as American Sign Language (ASL) continues to grow in popularity both as a means of
communication and as an academic subject. With more students expressing interest in learning ASL
and incorporating it into their educational trajectories, understanding how colleges perceive and
credit ASL is essential. This article investigates the acceptance of ASL as a foreign language by
colleges, examines the implications for students, and explores the broader context of ASL’s place
within academic language programs.

The Status of ASL in Higher Education

American Sign Language has traditionally been viewed as a unique mode of communication rather
than a foreign language in the conventional sense. However, the linguistic complexity and cultural
richness of ASL increasingly challenge this perception. Many educational institutions now recognize
ASL as a legitimate language offering, but policies on whether it counts as a foreign language credit
vary widely.

Colleges and universities across the United States differ significantly in their approach to ASL. Some
accept it as fulfilling foreign language requirements, others treat it as a separate category, and some
do not offer it for credit at all. This inconsistency stems from differing interpretations of what
constitutes a "foreign language" and varying state education standards.

ASL Recognition in College Admissions

For prospective students asking, “Do colleges accept ASL as a foreign language?” the answer
depends heavily on the institution. Many colleges now include ASL on their list of languages that
satisfy entrance requirements. This acceptance is often influenced by the growing number of high
schools offering ASL courses, which has increased student demand for ASL credits to be
acknowledged during college admissions.

According to the National Association of the Deaf (NAD), over 3,000 high schools in the U.S. offer
ASL as a foreign language option, making it the third most popular language in some regions.
Consequently, prominent universities such as the University of California system, Harvard
University, and Gallaudet University recognize ASL as a valid language credit. However, some
institutions still require more traditional foreign languages such as Spanish, French, or Mandarin.

State Education Policies and ASL Acceptance

State education boards play a critical role in determining whether ASL qualifies as a foreign
language credit in high school, which in turn affects college acceptance. States like California, New
York, and Florida officially list ASL as a foreign language option for graduation requirements. This
institutional endorsement helps legitimize ASL in the academic community and facilitates its



acceptance by colleges.

In contrast, some states maintain ambiguous or restrictive policies, which can lead to confusion
among students and educators. For instance, in states where ASL is not recognized as a foreign
language, students might earn elective credits but not language credits for ASL coursework,
potentially impacting their college applications.

Academic and Linguistic Considerations

Understanding whether colleges accept ASL as a foreign language also involves examining the
linguistic and academic characteristics of ASL. Unlike spoken foreign languages, ASL is a visual-
gestural language with its own syntax, grammar, and cultural context. This uniqueness prompts
debate about whether it should be categorized alongside spoken languages.

ASL as a Fully Developed Language

Linguists have long established ASL as a fully developed natural language with its own grammatical
rules and vocabulary. ASL is not simply English translated into signs; it possesses distinct linguistic
structures that differ markedly from English. This recognition supports the argument that ASL
qualifies as a foreign language academically.

Moreover, ASL provides learners with access to Deaf culture, history, and community, enriching the
educational experience beyond mere language acquisition. This cultural dimension is a significant
component of many ASL courses offered at the college level.

Curriculum and Course Offerings

Colleges that accept ASL as a foreign language usually offer structured programs that include
multiple levels of proficiency, cultural studies, and sometimes advanced topics such as interpreting
or Deaf studies. The depth and rigor of these programs often parallel those of traditional foreign
language departments.

In some institutions, ASL courses are housed within the Modern Languages department, while in
others, they fall under departments of Linguistics, Communication, or Disability Studies. This
organizational variance can influence how ASL is perceived academically and whether it counts
toward language requirements.

Implications for Students and Educators

The question of ASL acceptance as a foreign language carries practical consequences for students
planning their high school and college education pathways.



Benefits of Taking ASL as a Foreign Language

Accessibility: ASL offers an alternative for students who may find traditional foreign
languages challenging or less engaging.

Cultural Competency: Learning ASL fosters awareness and appreciation of Deaf culture and
community, promoting inclusivity.

Career Opportunities: Proficiency in ASL can open doors to careers in education,
interpretation, social work, and healthcare.

Language Diversity: ASL expands a student’s linguistic repertoire and cognitive skills,
similar to other foreign languages.

Challenges and Limitations

Despite its benefits, students may encounter obstacles when choosing ASL as their foreign language:

Varied College Policies: Not all colleges accept ASL credits equally, which may complicate
meeting language requirements.

Limited Course Availability: Some high schools and colleges have limited ASL offerings,
affecting accessibility and progression.

Perception Issues: Some educators and admissions officers may still view ASL as less
rigorous than spoken languages.

Guidance for Students

Students interested in pursuing ASL as their foreign language should:

Research the ASL foreign language policies of potential colleges early in the application1.
process.

Consult with high school counselors to ensure ASL courses meet graduation and college2.
admission requirements.

Consider pairing ASL with another language or academic subject to enhance their academic3.
profile.



Engage in community activities or internships related to the Deaf community to deepen4.
practical knowledge.

The Future of ASL in Language Education

As awareness of Deaf culture and the importance of accessibility advances, the acceptance of ASL as
a foreign language is likely to increase. Educational institutions are adopting more inclusive policies
and expanding language offerings to reflect societal diversity.

Technological advances, such as virtual and augmented reality, also promise to enrich ASL learning
experiences, making it more accessible and engaging. Additionally, advocacy efforts by
organizations like the NAD continue to push for standardized recognition of ASL in academic
settings.

In summary, while the acceptance of ASL as a foreign language varies across colleges and states,
the trend is increasingly positive. Students and educators should remain informed and proactive to
navigate the evolving landscape of language education effectively.
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Christian authors with learning disabilities wrote this book from their own experiences. It is their
hope that others will be encouraged from reading how they overcame. An inspiring account of five
amazing women authors who demonstrated how creativity and perceptual talents go hand-in-hand
with dyslexia and ADD. Ronald D. Davis, author of The Gift of Dyslexia: Why Some of the Smartest
People Can't Read and How They Can Learn and The Gift of Learning: Proven New Methods for
Correcting ADD, Math & Handwriting Problems. The Overcomers is a must-read for anyone with a
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being the loud carnival barker who is selling chances to win a stuffed animal, but by actions. Love is
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three key parts, it considers: *current issues in language education, including the role of language in



maintaining power and inequalities, in encouraging participation and inclusion and in challenging
the status quo; *different approaches to language education around the world; *the potential for
language to provide opportunities for the disadvantaged, illustrated by case studies of three cities.
This recent volume of the internationally respected World Yearbook of Education continues the
tradition of offering a wide range of international perspectives from leading commentators on a
universal concern. The material amassed here will be essential reading for teacher educators,
education researchers and school leaders across the world.
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This book is a compendium of ideas for the family that wants to start or continue homeschooling on a
tight budget. You’ll find it all here: • Ideas for making money while staying at home. • Sources for an
inexpensive curriculum. • Thousands of ideas for affordable teaching tools. • Hundreds of
suggestions for low-cost field trips. • Ways to save on everything from housing to utilities. • Ways to
get free or low-cost computers.
  do colleges accept asl as a foreign language: Proficiency in Listening and Reading
Comprehension Hidayet Tuncay, Proficiency in Listening and Reading Comprehension Hidayet
TUNCAY The book is intended to help pre-intermediate (CEFR-B1), intermediate (CEFR-B2),
upper-intermediate (CEFR-C1) and advanced (CEFR-C2) learners of English who are preparing for
proficiency examinations, such as TOEFL, KPDS (Language Proficiency test for Government
Employees), FCE (First Certificate in English), CAE (Certificate in Advanced English), University
Preparatory School Exemption Tests and mainly the Turkish Army Personnel who will take Genel Dil
and ECL (English Comprehension Level). In chapter one, Advanced Reference Grammar Practice
covering 10 major sections of the English Language grammar are presented with specific examples
and supported with tests and exercises. In the end of this chapter a GATE (Grammar Achievement
Test in English) test is given. Chapter two contains a listening part that covers three main sections:
intermediate, upper-intermediate and advanced. The passages contain nearly 30 different topics
ranging from economy to military and are made up of 42 comprehension passages and 15
paragraphs. To ensure the learners' listening comprehension, almost 300 questions are given. All the
passages in this chapter were professionally recorded by 2 native speakers of English. In chapter
three, specifically chosen reading comprehension passages are given in four separate sections:
intermediate (B1), upper-intermediate (B2), advanced (C1) and authentic (C2). The chapter has been
reorganized and new passages are included within 67 passages in almost 30 different topics.
Chapter four, Word practice covers academic, scientific, social and TOEFL, Genel Dil and ECL
vocabulary. Various exercises and tests are given. Most confused and misused words are covered as
well. Chapter five is the testing section which includes practice tests such as 3 English Proficiency
Practice Tests with listening sections, 4 vocabulary and reading comprehension based English
Screening Tests and 1 Proficiency Practice Test for general English Proficiency. All tests cover 800
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chapter with a complete test of GATE-Grammar Achievement Test in English. 254 open end and
multiple choice exercises are in listening comprehension. Reading Comprehension chapter covers
746 comprehensive exercises to improve learners’ reading comprehension. In Word Practice
chapter, 198 exercises are given to practice various academic vocabularies which learners may
encounter while practicing language for various exams.
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