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Thrones of Britannia West Seaxe Guide: Mastering the Rise of a Kingdom

thrones of britannia west seaxe guide is essential reading for anyone eager
to dive deep into the fascinating world of the Viking Age strategy game,
Total War Saga: Thrones of Britannia. The West Seaxe faction offers a unique
blend of gameplay challenges and opportunities, and understanding its
intricacies can significantly boost your chances of uniting England under
your banner. Whether you’re a seasoned Total War strategist or a newcomer
curious about this particular faction’s strengths and strategies, this guide
will help you navigate the political landscape, military campaigns, and
economic tactics that define West Seaxe’s journey to power.

Understanding West Seaxe: The Heart of Anglo-
Saxon England

Before diving into specific strategies, it’s important to grasp who the West
Seaxe are within the context of Thrones of Britannia. Historically, West
Seaxe refers to the Saxons of Wessex, a dominant kingdom in southern England
during the Viking Age. In the game, they start with significant territorial
holdings but are surrounded by powerful rivals, including Viking factions and
other Anglo-Saxon kingdoms. This positioning means West Seaxe players must
balance defense, diplomacy, and expansion to survive and thrive.

Faction Strengths and Weaknesses

West Seaxe boasts several notable strengths:

- **Strong Infantry Units:** Their armies feature well-balanced infantry
troops, excellent for holding the line and wearing down enemy forces.

— **Economic Stability:** Starting regions tend to have fertile lands and
established infrastructure, helping maintain a steady economy.

— **Strategic Location:** Their position in southern England offers access to
important trade routes and opportunities for naval expansion.

However, they also have vulnerabilities:

- **Multiple Fronts:** Surrounded by hostile neighbors, West Seaxe often
faces threats from both Vikings and rival Anglo-Saxons.

— **Religious Unrest:** The Christian faith is strong here, but tension with
pagan neighbors can cause unrest.

— **Limited Naval Power:** Early game naval forces are weaker than those of
Viking factions, limiting initial seaborne raids or defenses.

Early Game Strategy: Securing Your Borders

The opening turns for West Seaxe are crucial. You need to establish a solid
defense while positioning yourself for expansion.



Building a Strong Economy

Invest early in your economic infrastructure. Focus on farms and trade
buildings to maximize income. Keeping your coffers full allows you to
maintain larger armies and invest in important buildings later.

- Upgrade farms to increase food production, which supports army upkeep.

— Develop trade ports to boost income and open trade routes with other
factions.

— Keep an eye on public order buildings to prevent rebellions, especially in
newly conquered territories.

Diplomacy and Alliances

Diplomatic relations can be your lifeline. Forge defensive alliances with
neighboring Christian kingdoms like the Mercians or the East Anglians to
create a buffer against Viking raids.

- Use marriage alliances to cement peace with powerful neighbors.

— Avoid provoking multiple enemies simultaneously in the early game.

— Consider paying tribute to stronger Viking factions temporarily to buy time
and build strength.

Military Priorities

West Seaxe’s infantry-centric armies excel in defense and prolonged battles.
Your early military actions should focus on securing your borders and
reclaiming contested territories.

— Train and recruit high-quality infantry units such as Saxon Huscarls and
Spearmen.

— Avoid risky offensive campaigns unless you have overwhelming numbers.

- Use your terrain advantage—forests and hills—to ambush Viking raiders.

Mid-Game Expansion: Balancing Conquest and
Stability

Once your economy is stable and your borders secure, it's time to expand your
influence across England.

Conquering Rival Kingdoms

The key rivals to West Seaxe are the Danes and other Anglo-Saxon kingdoms
like Northumbria. Strategic wars should be well-planned and swift to avoid
draining your resources.

— Focus on capturing key settlements with economic and strategic value.
— Use sieges to weaken enemy fortifications before direct assaults.
— Keep your armies well-supplied and rotate troops to maintain morale.



Managing Public Order and Religious Influence

As you expand, maintaining public order becomes more challenging, especially
in newly conquered regions with different cultural or religious backgrounds.

— Build churches and cultural buildings to increase religious influence and
reduce unrest.

- Station garrisons in key settlements to deter revolts.
- Use governors with traits that boost public order and diplomacy.

Naval Power Development

Though West Seaxe starts with weaker naval forces, mid-game offers
opportunities to build a competent navy.

— Construct shipyards and upgrade docks to increase ship production.
— Build longships and other naval units to counter Viking fleets.

— Use naval forces for coastal raids, disrupting enemy economies and supply
lines.

Late Game Tactics: Uniting England and Beyond

By the late game, your goal as West Seaxe is to assert dominance over England
and perhaps expand into Scotland or Ireland.

Diplomatic Maneuvers and Political Intrigue

At this stage, diplomacy becomes as important as military might.
— Form coalitions to isolate and defeat powerful Viking factions.

— Use espionage to sow dissent among enemy alliances.
— Marry into foreign royal families to secure claims and peace.

Advanced Military Strategies

Your armies should now be a balanced mix of infantry, archers, and cavalry,
capable of dealing with diverse threats.

- Utilize combined arms tactics to flank and outmaneuver enemy forces.

- Upgrade elite units with experience gained in battles.
- Employ siege engines to reduce strongholds efficiently.

Economic Dominance and Infrastructure

A robust economy supports your military campaigns and political ambitions.

— Continue upgrading infrastructure, focusing on trade and military
buildings.



— Control key trade routes across the British Isles.
— Invest in technology and cultural buildings to boost overall faction
bonuses.

Tips and Tricks for Playing West Seaxe
Effectively

— **Prioritize Defense:** Early aggression can backfire; build strong
defenses first.

— **Use Terrain Wisely:** Forests and hills provide natural advantages in
battles.

- **Balance Army Composition:** Don’t rely solely on infantry; include
archers and cavalry for flexibility.

— **Manage Religion:** Keep your population happy by respecting religious
sentiments.

— **Keep Diplomacy Active:** Alliances can make or break your campaign,
especially against Vikings.

Thrones of Britannia’s West Seaxe offers a richly rewarding experience for
players who enjoy strategic depth combined with historical flavor. By
focusing on economic growth, careful expansion, and smart diplomacy, you can
guide West Seaxe from a regional power to the undisputed ruler of England.
Embrace the challenge, and let your kingdom’s saga unfold!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the best starting strategy for West Seaxe in
Thrones of Britannia?

The best starting strategy for West Seaxe is to focus on consolidating power
locally by securing nearby settlements and building a strong economy before
expanding aggressively. Prioritize upgrading farms and markets to boost
income.

How can I effectively manage diplomacy as West Seaxe
in Thrones of Britannia?

To manage diplomacy effectively, maintain good relations with neighboring
factions like Wessex and East Saxons while avoiding conflicts with stronger
powers. Form alliances or trade agreements to strengthen your position.

What are the key military units to recruit for West
Seaxe?
Key military units for West Seaxe include Saxon Warriors and Huscarls for

infantry strength, along with light cavalry for fast raids. Upgrading unit
experience and equipment is crucial for battlefield success.



How do I defend West Seaxe’s territories against
Viking invasions?
Defend against Viking invasions by building and upgrading fortifications in

border settlements, stationing garrisons strategically, and using mobile
forces to intercept raiding parties before they cause damage.

What economic buildings should I prioritize as West
Seaxe?

Prioritize economic buildings such as farms, markets, and trade hubs to
increase income. Upgrading settlements with infrastructure that boosts food
and wealth production is essential for sustainable growth.

How can I expand West Seaxe’s territory efficiently?

Expand efficiently by targeting weaker neighboring factions and using a
combination of diplomacy and military force. Focus on capturing economically
valuable settlements and securing supply lines to maintain momentum.

What are the best technologies to research for West
Seaxe?

Key technologies include those enhancing military prowess, such as improved
infantry and cavalry units, as well as economic advancements that boost
resource production and public order.

How important is religion for West Seaxe in Thrones
of Britannia®?

Religion plays a moderate role; maintaining the faith of your population
helps with public order and can influence diplomacy. Supporting the dominant
local religion reduces unrest and fosters loyalty.

Can West Seaxe form alliances with Norse factions in
Thrones of Britannia®?

Yes, West Seaxe can form alliances with Norse factions if diplomatic
relations improve sufficiently. Such alliances can be strategic for mutual
defense or joint offensives against common enemies.

What are some common challenges when playing as West
Seaxe?

Common challenges include managing threats from powerful neighbors like
Mercia, defending against Viking raids, and balancing economic growth with
military expansion to avoid overextension.

Additional Resources

Thrones of Britannia West Seaxe Guide: Mastering the Saxon Faction in Total
War Saga



thrones of britannia west seaxe guide offers a deep dive into one of the most
compelling factions in Total War Saga: Thrones of Britannia. The West Seaxe,
a Saxon kingdom situated in the south of England, presents a blend of
aggressive expansionism and complex diplomacy. This guide aims to provide a
professional, analytical overview of the faction's strengths, weaknesses,
strategic considerations, and unique gameplay mechanics, helping players
navigate the challenges of ruling as the West Seaxe.

Understanding the West Seaxe Faction in Thrones
of Britannia

The West Seaxe, historically known as the West Saxons, hold a pivotal
position in the early medieval period of Britain. In Thrones of Britannia,
they represent a faction that must balance military conquest with political
alliances and economic development. Their starting position offers fertile
lands but also attracts the attention of neighboring factions, requiring
players to adopt a well-rounded strategy.

Faction Overview and Starting Position

West Seaxe begins with control over several provinces in southern England,
including key settlements like Winchester and London. This location provides
both opportunities and vulnerabilities. Economically, the region benefits
from agricultural productivity and trade routes, allowing for steady income
growth. Militarily, proximity to the Welsh kingdoms and rival Saxon factions
means West Seaxe must be prepared for frequent conflicts.

The faction's roster includes a variety of Saxon infantry, cavalry, and
unique units that emphasize close combat prowess and mobility. This gives
players tactical flexibility in both offensive and defensive engagements.

Strategic Gameplay Considerations

Mastering the West Seaxe requires a nuanced understanding of Thrones of
Britannia’s campaign mechanics. Unlike more isolated factions, West Seaxe is
deeply embedded in the political landscape of Britain, demanding attention to
diplomacy, economy, and military strategy.

Military Strengths and Weaknesses

West Seaxe boasts a robust infantry core, including the formidable Huscarls
and the reliable Spearmen units. Their cavalry, while not the most elite, is
versatile enough to support flanking maneuvers and scouting missions. A key
strength lies in their ability to field heavy infantry capable of holding the
line against varied foes.

However, West Seaxe's military can struggle against more specialized units
such as Welsh archers or Viking raiders, who excel in ranged combat and hit-
and-run tactics. Therefore, maintaining a balanced army composition is
essential.



Economic and Diplomatic Dynamics

The faction's economy is bolstered by fertile lands and established trade
routes, but sustaining growth requires investment in infrastructure and trade
agreements. West Seaxe’s political environment is complex, with neighboring
Saxon kingdoms, Welsh principalities, and Viking invaders all vying for
influence.

Players must navigate this landscape carefully, using diplomacy to forge
alliances or secure non-aggression pacts when military campaigns are not
feasible. Strategic marriages and tribute demands can also be leveraged to
stabilize borders and focus resources on expansion.

Key Features of West Seaxe in Thrones of
Britannia

The West Seaxe faction features several unique attributes that distinguish it
from other Saxon and British kingdoms.

Unique Units and Military Tactics

West Seaxe units are characterized by their heavy armor and strong melee
capabilities. The Huscarls, elite axemen, stand out as a premier unit capable
of breaking enemy lines. Additionally, the faction can recruit the Saxon
Fyrd—levied infantry that provide manpower in early campaigns.

Tactically, West Seaxe excels in defensive engagements, leveraging shield
walls and disciplined infantry formations. Players who prefer aggressive,
frontal assaults can capitalize on the faction's heavy infantry, while a more
cautious approach might involve skirmishing with cavalry and raiders.

Campaign Challenges and Opportunities

One of the major challenges facing West Seaxe players is managing threats on
multiple fronts. Welsh factions to the west and rival Saxon kingdoms to the

north can pose simultaneous threats. Additionally, Viking raiders may launch
unpredictable incursions, necessitating a flexible military approach.

Opportunities arise through controlling lucrative trade hubs like London,
which can finance large armies and support infrastructure expansion.
Diplomatic engagement with other Saxon kingdoms can pave the way for
coordinated military campaigns or peaceful reunification efforts.

Comparative Analysis: West Seaxe vs. Other
Saxon Factions

When compared to other Saxon factions such as East Anglia or Essex, West
Seaxe offers a more balanced mix of economic potential and military



challenge. East Anglia, for example, tends to have a more defensive starting
position but limited expansion options, whereas West Seaxe’s central location
provides greater strategic mobility at the cost of constant threats.

From a gameplay perspective, West Seaxe demands more active management of
diplomacy and military logistics. Players must juggle the need to expand
territory with the imperative to secure borders and maintain public order.

Pros and Cons of Playing West Seaxe

e Pros: Strong infantry units, economically viable starting position,
strategic central location, unique Saxon cultural identity.

e Cons: Vulnerable to multi-front wars, limited cavalry options,
diplomatic complexity, early aggression from neighbors.

Advanced Tips for Throne of Britannia West
Seaxe Commanders

To maximize your success with West Seaxe, consider the following strategic
pointers:

1. Prioritize Defensive Infrastructure: Building fortifications and
upgrading city defenses can deter Viking raids and hostile neighbors.

2. Balance Army Composition: Maintain a mix of heavy infantry and cavalry
to counter diverse enemy tactics.

3. Engage in Diplomatic Maneuvers: Forge alliances with neighboring Saxon
factions to focus military efforts on external threats.

4. Invest in Economy Early: Secure trade routes and develop agricultural
provinces to sustain large armies.

5. Exploit Terrain: Use forests and hills in southern England to ambush
enemies or defend against superior forces.

These strategies, combined with an understanding of the faction’s unique
strengths, enhance the West Seaxe experience and improve chances for long-
term domination in the campaign.

Conclusion: Navigating the Complexities of West
Seaxe Leadership

The Thrones of Britannia West Seaxe guide reveals a faction rich with
strategic depth and historical flavor. Players drawn to tactical versatility



and diplomatic intrigue will find the West Seaxe a rewarding choice. Success
requires balancing military might with economic foresight and political savvy
amidst the turbulent landscape of early medieval Britain.

By mastering the nuances of this Saxon kingdom, players can forge a thriving
realm that withstands both Viking invasions and rival kingdoms, ultimately
shaping the destiny of Britannia in this critically acclaimed Total War Saga
title.
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