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Math Activities for Kindergarten Students: Engaging Young Minds with Numbers

math activities for kindergarten students are essential building blocks that
help young learners develop a strong foundation in numeracy. At this
formative stage, children are curious, energetic, and eager to explore the
world around them. Integrating fun and interactive math activities taps into
their natural enthusiasm and transforms abstract concepts into tangible,
understandable experiences. Whether you're a teacher, parent, or caregiver,
knowing how to engage kindergarteners with math can foster a lifelong love
for numbers and problem-solving.

Why Early Math Learning Matters

Before diving into specific math activities for kindergarten students, it’s
important to understand why this stage is so critical. Early exposure to math
concepts like counting, shapes, patterns, and basic operations doesn’t just
prepare kids for school; it nurtures cognitive skills such as logical
thinking, spatial awareness, and memory. Studies show that children who
engage in hands-on math experiences early on tend to perform better in later
grades and develop stronger analytical abilities.

Additionally, math activities at this age promote social skills when done in
groups, encouraging communication, teamwork, and patience. The key is to keep
these activities playful and pressure-free so that children associate math
with fun rather than stress.

Types of Math Activities for Kindergarten
Students

When selecting math activities, it’s helpful to consider a variety of
approaches that address different learning styles. Kids learn best when they
can see, touch, and manipulate objects, so incorporating tactile, visual, and
auditory elements is vital.

Counting and Number Recognition

Counting is often the first math skill children learn, and it provides a
gateway to more complex concepts. Activities that promote counting and number
recognition include:

Counting Objects: Use everyday items like blocks, buttons, or beads. Ask
children to count how many items are in a group and then match that
quantity to a written numeral.

Number Hunts: Hide number cards around the classroom or home and



encourage kids to find them in order. This activity supports both number
recognition and sequencing.

Number Songs and Rhymes: Incorporate catchy tunes that involve counting
up or down, helping children memorize number sequences in a fun way.

Exploring Shapes and Patterns

Understanding shapes and patterns lays the groundwork for geometry and
algebraic thinking. Kindergarteners can learn these concepts through:

Shape Sorting: Provide cutouts of different shapes and have children
sort them by type, color, or size.

Pattern Making: Use beads, stickers, or colored blocks to create and
extend patterns. Encourage kids to predict what comes next in a
sequence.

Shape Hunts: Take a walk around the classroom or outside to find objects
that match basic shapes like circles, squares, and triangles.

Simple Addition and Subtraction

Introducing basic addition and subtraction in a hands-on way helps children
grasp these fundamental operations without overwhelming them.

Using Manipulatives: Items like counters, toy cars, or fruit can be
added or taken away while the child narrates the process.

Story Problems: Create simple stories involving adding or subtracting
objects to make math relatable. For example, “You have 3 apples, and you
get 2 more. How many apples do you have now?”

Number Line Jumps: Draw a number line on paper or the floor and let kids
physically jump forward or backward to visualize addition and
subtraction.

Incorporating Technology in Math Activities

In today’s digital world, integrating technology can enhance traditional math
learning for kindergarteners. Interactive math apps and games designed for
young children provide instant feedback and adapt to individual learning
paces.

For example, tablet apps that involve counting games, shape puzzles, or



simple math challenges can be engaging and educational. However, it’s
important to balance screen time with physical, hands-on activities to
maintain attention and motor skills development.

Tips for Choosing Educational Math Apps

Look for apps with colorful visuals and intuitive interfaces aimed at
preschool and kindergarten levels.

Choose ones that encourage problem-solving rather than just rote
memorization.

Opt for apps that allow customization or progressive difficulty to keep
children challenged but not frustrated.

Creative Math Activities for Kindergarten
Students

Creativity can turn math lessons into memorable experiences. Here are some
imaginative ways to engage young learners:

Math Through Art

Combining math with art projects helps children see the beauty in numbers and
shapes.

Shape Collages: Cut out various shapes and have children create pictures
or patterns by assembling them.

Symmetry Painting: Fold paper and paint on one side, then unfold to
reveal symmetrical designs, introducing the concept of mirror images.

Pattern Bracelets: Use colored beads to craft bracelets with repeating
color or shape patterns.

Outdoor Math Activities

Taking math outside supports physical activity and learning in a natural
environment.

Nature Counting: Collect leaves, rocks, or flowers and count or sort
them by type or size.



Hopscotch Math: Use a hopscotch grid with numbers and ask children to
solve simple math problems as they jump.

Shape Scavenger Hunt: Search for objects outdoors that match specific
shapes or forms.

Encouraging Math Talk and Exploration

One of the most effective ways to promote mathematical thinking in
kindergarteners is through conversation. Encouraging children to explain
their reasoning, ask questions, and describe patterns helps deepen
understanding.

During activities, ask open-ended questions such as:

“How did you figure that out?”

“What do you notice about these shapes?”

“Can you find a different way to solve this?”

This approach builds critical thinking and communication skills, making math
a shared adventure rather than a solitary task.

Supporting Diverse Learners with Math
Activities

Every child learns at their own pace and in unique ways. Differentiating math
activities ensures all kindergarten students feel confident and motivated.

For visual learners, use colorful charts and picture books. For kinesthetic
learners, emphasize movement-based games and manipulatives. For auditory
learners, incorporate songs, rhymes, and verbal counting.

Patience and positive reinforcement go a long way in helping children
overcome frustration and build resilience with challenging tasks.

---

Introducing math activities for kindergarten students with creativity and
care nurtures not only academic skills but also a sense of wonder and
confidence. By making math meaningful, interactive, and enjoyable, we can
unlock the potential in every young learner and set them on a path of
curiosity and success.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are some fun math activities for kindergarten
students?

Fun math activities for kindergarten students include counting objects,
sorting shapes by color or size, number matching games, simple addition with
physical objects, and interactive storybooks that incorporate math concepts.

How can math activities help kindergarten students
develop number sense?

Math activities help kindergarten students develop number sense by providing
hands-on experiences with counting, recognizing numbers, understanding
quantities, and comparing amounts, which build a strong foundation for future
math learning.

What role do manipulatives play in math activities
for kindergarten?

Manipulatives, such as blocks, counters, and beads, allow kindergarten
students to visualize and physically interact with math concepts, making
abstract ideas more concrete and easier to understand.

How can teachers incorporate math activities into a
kindergarten classroom routine?

Teachers can incorporate math activities into daily routines by including
counting during circle time, using math games during centers, integrating
math into storytime, and offering opportunities for measuring and sorting
throughout the day.

Are there digital math activities suitable for
kindergarten students?

Yes, there are many digital math activities suitable for kindergarten
students, including educational apps and online games that focus on counting,
shape recognition, patterning, and simple addition and subtraction.

How can parents support math learning at home for
kindergarteners?

Parents can support math learning by engaging children in everyday math
conversations, playing counting games, cooking together to measure
ingredients, using math-related storybooks, and providing puzzles and
building toys that promote spatial reasoning.

What skills do math activities for kindergarten
students typically target?

Math activities for kindergarten students typically target skills such as
counting and number recognition, understanding shapes and patterns, comparing



sizes and quantities, basic addition and subtraction, and developing problem-
solving and critical thinking abilities.

Additional Resources
Math Activities for Kindergarten Students: Enhancing Early Numeracy Skills

Math activities for kindergarten students play a crucial role in laying the
foundation for a child’s mathematical understanding and cognitive
development. At this formative stage, children transition from intuitive
number recognition to more structured mathematical concepts such as counting,
pattern recognition, and basic operations. Educators and parents alike seek
effective, engaging, and age-appropriate math activities that not only
capture young learners’ attention but also strengthen their early numeracy
skills. This article delves into the significance, methodologies, and best
practices surrounding math activities tailored specifically for kindergarten
students.

Understanding the Importance of Math Activities
in Kindergarten

Early childhood education experts emphasize that math activities for
kindergarten students are pivotal in nurturing logical reasoning and problem-
solving abilities. According to the National Association for the Education of
Young Children (NAEYC), children who engage in quality mathematical
experiences during their early years display greater proficiency in later
academic stages. These activities encourage curiosity about numbers and
spatial relationships, fostering a positive attitude toward math before
formal schooling intensifies.

Moreover, math activities at this stage are not purely academic exercises;
they often intertwine with play, social interaction, and hands-on learning.
This multi-faceted approach helps children assimilate abstract concepts
through tangible experiences. Research from the Early Childhood Longitudinal
Study (ECLS) indicates that kindergarteners exposed to interactive math
learning environments score higher on standardized math assessments in
subsequent grades.

Core Components of Effective Math Activities for
Kindergarten

For math activities to be successful with kindergarten students, they must
incorporate several key features:

Engagement: Activities should be fun and interactive to maintain
children’s attention.

Concrete Manipulatives: Use of physical objects like blocks, beads, or
counters helps visualize numerical concepts.

Incremental Difficulty: Tasks should progress gradually from simple



counting to more complex ideas like addition or pattern recognition.

Relevance: Linking math concepts to real-life scenarios enhances
understanding.

Inclusivity: Activities must accommodate diverse learning styles and
developmental paces.

These components ensure that math activities are not only educational but
accessible and enjoyable for every child.

Popular Math Activities for Kindergarten
Students

Various math activities have proven effective in fostering early math skills
among kindergarteners. Below is an analytical overview of some of the most
widely implemented approaches:

Counting Games and Number Recognition

Counting remains the cornerstone of early math education. Activities such as
counting objects, number matching cards, or hopscotch with numbered squares
serve dual purposes—reinforcing number names and quantities. These games
promote one-to-one correspondence, a fundamental skill where children learn
that each object corresponds to one number.

Digital tools and apps have also emerged, offering interactive counting
exercises that adapt to each child’s pace. However, educators caution that
screen time should be balanced with hands-on activities to maximize sensory
learning.

Sorting and Classifying Objects

Sorting exercises encourage children to group objects based on attributes
like color, size, or shape. This enhances their ability to identify patterns
and categories—skills essential for mathematical reasoning. For example,
sorting colored buttons into jars or organizing blocks by shape can introduce
concepts of sets and subsets.

Such activities also develop fine motor skills and observational abilities,
making them invaluable beyond pure math learning.

Pattern Recognition and Sequencing

Recognizing and predicting patterns is a critical cognitive skill.
Kindergarten math activities often include creating patterns using colored
beads, stamps, or drawings. Children may be asked to continue a sequence or
identify the ‘odd one out,’ tasks that train analytical thinking.



Incorporating music and movement, such as clapping or stepping in rhythmic
patterns, further enriches this learning area by engaging multiple senses.

Basic Addition and Subtraction Through Storytelling

Introducing simple arithmetic concepts through storytelling contextualizes
math in everyday life. For instance, using scenarios like "If you have 3
apples and get 2 more, how many do you have now?" makes abstract operations
meaningful.

Manipulatives like counters or fingers help visualize these problems,
allowing children to physically add or remove items. This tactile approach
reinforces comprehension and retention.

Integrating Technology with Traditional Math
Activities

While traditional hands-on activities remain fundamental, the integration of
technology in kindergarten math education is increasingly prevalent.
Educational software and apps designed for early learners offer interactive
math games, quizzes, and animated tutorials that adapt to individual skill
levels.

Platforms such as ABCmouse and Khan Academy Kids provide structured curricula
with diverse math activities that cater to various learning styles. However,
experts recommend moderation in screen-based math learning, emphasizing that
physical interaction and social collaboration are irreplaceable in early
childhood education.

Benefits and Challenges of Tech-Enhanced Math
Learning

On the positive side, technology can personalize learning experiences,
provide immediate feedback, and introduce multimedia elements that enhance
engagement. It also facilitates tracking progress through digital reports,
enabling educators and parents to tailor support effectively.

Conversely, overreliance on digital tools may limit hands-on exploration and
interpersonal interaction. Additionally, disparities in access to technology
can exacerbate educational inequalities. Therefore, a balanced approach that
combines traditional math activities for kindergarten students with selective
technology use is optimal.

Assessing the Impact of Math Activities on
Kindergarten Learning Outcomes

Evaluating the effectiveness of math activities involves observing
improvements in key developmental milestones. These include number



recognition, counting accuracy, ability to solve simple problems, and
confidence in math-related tasks.

Studies suggest that frequent engagement with diverse math activities
correlates with enhanced cognitive flexibility and numeracy skills. For
example, a 2019 study published in the Journal of Early Childhood Research
found that kindergarteners participating in daily math games scored
significantly higher in mathematical reasoning tests than peers with less
frequent exposure.

Educators often use formative assessments such as quizzes, observational
checklists, and student portfolios to gauge progress. Feedback from these
assessments informs instructional adjustments, ensuring that activities
remain aligned with each child’s learning needs.

Recommendations for Educators and Parents

To maximize the benefits of math activities for kindergarten students,
several best practices emerge:

Incorporate Variety: Use a mix of tactile, visual, auditory, and1.
kinesthetic activities to address diverse learning preferences.

Encourage Exploration: Allow children to experiment with numbers and2.
patterns without fear of mistakes.

Integrate Math into Daily Routines: Simple tasks like setting the table3.
or sorting laundry can reinforce math skills.

Foster Collaborative Learning: Group activities promote social skills4.
and expose children to different problem-solving approaches.

Maintain Positive Reinforcement: Celebrate successes to build confidence5.
and motivation.

By adopting these strategies, educators and parents can create enriching
mathematical environments that support sustained learning.

Math activities for kindergarten students are more than preparatory
exercises; they are fundamental building blocks that shape a child’s future
relationship with mathematics. Through thoughtful design and implementation,
these activities can transform early numeracy education into an engaging,
accessible, and impactful experience.
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  math activities for kindergarten students: Math Activities and Games for Early Learners
Denise LaRose, 2007-01-23 Games and activities for both whole class and small groups introduce
math concepts in a fun and interactive way.
  math activities for kindergarten students: More Than Counting Sally Moomaw, Brenda
Hieronymus, 2011-02-08 More than one hundred math activities for young children that incorporate
early learning standards.
  math activities for kindergarten students: Kindergarten Math Workbook Jennifer L
Trace, 2020-06-22 Looking to Give Your Child a Head Start With Math? Well... Now You Can and It'll
be Super Fun! Have Your Child Enhance Problem Solving Skills By Learning Through Fun Math
Activities! This Kindergarten Math Activity Book provides 101 fun addition, subtraction, counting,
coloring, number recognition and more! It is one of the best ways to educate kids, but at the same
time entertain them. Your children will have the opportunity to build math skills and improve their
critical thinking ability. - Produced and created by professional writers and math experts native in
the English language- Large activities made easy to see with cute picture themes- Recognition of
Numbers, Colors, Shapes. Etc- Enhance productivity and improve problem-solving skills- Hand-Eye
Coordination- Sense of Personal Accomplishment- Tons of fun for everyone in the family Other than
the above mentioned points, this Math Activity Book is a Boredom buster for kids! Includes a
certificate on the back of the book that you can present to your child upon completion. Order Now
and Enjoy One of the Best Kindergarten Math Activity Books!
  math activities for kindergarten students: Much More Than Counting Sally Moomaw,
Brenda Hieronymus, 1999 Filled with more math manipulatives, more grid games, and more path
games. Over one hundred fun activities to encourage mathematical thinking in young children are
included -- from cover.
  math activities for kindergarten students: Literature-based Math Activities Alison Abrohms,
1992 This unique resource uses 40 popular children's books as springboards to math learning. It's
brimming with activities and reproducibles that focus on number sense, operations, fractions,
patterns, measurement, money, time, probability, and much more.
  math activities for kindergarten students: Early Childhood Mathematics Activities Denise
LaRose, 2010 Engage early learners with these lively and easy-to-use mathematics activities
designed to introduce and build developmentally-appropriate skills. Step-by-step directions make
implementation easy and students will have fun while learning! Each activity is research and
standards-based including whole-class and small-group activities to enhance learning. Books include
all patterns and game pieces as well as a Teacher Resource CD containing all of the activities in full
color.
  math activities for kindergarten students: Big Math Activities for Young Children for
Preschool, Kindergarten, and Primary Children James L. Overholt, Jackie White-Holtz, Sydney
S. Dickson, 1998 PERFECT FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATORS, CARE GIVERS AND PARENTS
ALIKE, this reality based book provides a wide selection of activities and investigations for young
children. Multi-level activities introduce increasingly advanced skills for preschool through third
grade and have been designed to promote mathematical reasoning, communication, and problem
solving skills that excite young learners.
  math activities for kindergarten students: Growing Mathematical Ideas in Kindergarten
Linda Schulman Dacey, Rebeka Eston, 1999 Grade level: k, t.
  math activities for kindergarten students: More Than Counting Sally Moomaw, Brenda
Hieronymus, 1995 Filled with unusual games and fun activities that have proven superior in
facilitating children's construction of mathematical knowledge. (And in easing teaching anxiety
about providing a solid math curriculum!) -- from cover.
  math activities for kindergarten students: Engaging Young Children in Mathematics
Douglas H. Clements, Julie Sarama, 2004 Engaging Young Children in Mathematics: Standards for
Early Childhood Mathematics Education brings together the combined wisdom of a diverse group of



experts involved with early childhood mathematics. The book originates from the landmark 2000
Conference on Standards for Pre-kindergarten and Kindergarten Mathematics Education, attended
by representatives from almost every state developing standards for young children's mathematics;
federal government officials; mathematicians; mathematics educators; researchers from
mathematics education, early childhood education, and psychology; curriculum developers;
teachers; policymakers; and professionals from organizations such as the National Conference of
Teachers of Mathematics and the National Association for the Education of Young Children. The
main goal of the Conference was to work collectively to help those responsible for framing and
implementing early childhood mathematics standards. Although it has its roots in the Conference,
the expanded scope of the standards and recommendations covered in this book includes the full
range of kindergarten to grade 2. The volume is organized into two main parts and an online
appendix (http://www.gse.buffalo.edu/org/conference/). Part One, Major Themes and
Recommendations, offers a framework for thinking about pre-kindergarten - grade 2 mathematics
education and specific recommendations. Part Two, Elaboration of Major Themes and
Recommendations, provides substantive detail regarding young students' understandings of
mathematical ideas. Each Part includes five parallel subsections: Standards in Early Childhood
Education; Math Standards and Guidelines; Curriculum, Learning, Teaching, and Assessment;
Professional Development; and Toward the Future: Implementation and Policy. As a whole the book:
* presents comprehensive summaries of research that provide specific guidelines for standards,
curriculum, and teaching; * takes the recent reports and recommendations for early childhood
mathematics education to the next level; * integrates practical details and research throughout; and
* provides a succinct, but thorough review of research on the topics, sequences, and learning
trajectories that children can and should learn at each of their first years of life, with specific
developmental guidelines that suggest appropriate content for each topic for each year from
2-year-olds to 7-year-olds. This is an indispensable volume for mathematics educators, researchers,
curriculum developers, teachers and policymakers, including those who create standards, scope and
sequences, and curricula for young children and professional teacher development materials, and
students in mathematics education, early childhood trainers, teacher educators, and faculty in
mathematics education.
  math activities for kindergarten students: Teaching Young Children Mathematics Janice
Minetola, Robert Ziegenfuss, J. Kent Chrisman, 2013-09-11 Teaching Young Children Mathematics
provides a comprehensive overview of mathematics instruction in the early childhood classroom.
Taking into account family differences, language barriers, and the presence of special needs
students in many classrooms throughout the U.S., this textbook situates best practices for
mathematics instruction within the larger frameworks of federal and state standards as well as
contemporary understandings of child development. Key topics covered include: developmental
information of conceptual understanding in mathematics from birth through 3rd grade, use of
national and state standards in math, including the new Common Core State Standards, information
for adapting ideas to meet special needs and English Language Learners, literacy connections in
each chapter, ‘real-world’ connections to the content, and information for family connections to the
content.
  math activities for kindergarten students: Teaching Number Sense, Kindergarten Chris
Confer, 2005 The teaching number sense series focuses on the critical role that number sense plays
in students' developing mathematical understanding. Number sense encompasses a wide range of
abilities, including being able to make reasonable estimates and to think and reason flexibly.
  math activities for kindergarten students: Early Childhood Mathematics Skill Development
in the Home Environment Belinda Blevins-Knabe, Ann M. Berghout Austin, 2016-10-17 This volume
presents current research on the connections between the home and family environment on
children’s mathematics development. Focusing on infancy through first grade, it details the role of
parents and other caregivers in promoting numeracy and the ways their active participation can
prepare young children for learning about formal mathematics. Research data answer key questions



regarding the development of numeracy alongside cognitive and linguistic skills, early acquisition of
specific math skills, and numeracy of children with atypical language skills. The book also provides
practical recommendations for parents and other caregivers as well as implications for future
research studies and curriculum design. Included in the coverage: Ways to optimize home numeracy
environments. Individual differences in numerical abilities. Cross-cultural comparisons and ways to
scaffold young children's mathematical skills. Mathematics and language in the home environment.
Center-based and family-based child care. Games and home numeracy practice. Early Childhood
Mathematics Skill Development in the Home Environment is an essential resource for researchers,
graduate students, and professionals in infancy and early childhood development, child and school
psychology, early childhood education, social work, mathematics education, and educational
psychology.
  math activities for kindergarten students: Math and Stories, Grades K-3 Marian R. Bartch,
1996 Discover the math lessons students can learn from activities based on 56 carefully selected
childrens books. Each book offers 28 fully described activity units supported by three or four
reproducible handouts; units specify correlations to standards set by the National Council of
Teachers of Mathematics. In activities based on reading Jumanji, for example, students distinguish
between probable and improbable events, do mapping on a coordinate grid, and write about what
would happen if their own favorite game suddenly became real. Grades K-6. Answer keys.
Illustrated. Good Year Books.
  math activities for kindergarten students: Parents Guide to Kindergarten Instruction ,
2001
  math activities for kindergarten students: Technology and Innovation in Learning,
Teaching and Education Meni Tsitouridou, José A. Diniz, Tassos A. Mikropoulos, 2019-05-28 This
book constitutes the thoroughly refereed post-conference proceedings of the First International
Conference on Technology and Innovation in Learning, Teaching and Education, TECH-EDU 2018,
held in Thessaloniki, Greece, on June 20-22, 2018. The 30 revised full papers along with 18 short
papers presented were carefully reviewed and selected from 80 submissions.The papers are
organized in topical sections on new technologies and teaching approaches to promote the
strategies of self and co-regulation learning (new-TECH to SCRL); eLearning 2.0: trends, challenges
and innovative perspectives; building critical thinking in higher education: meeting the challenge;
digital tools in S and T learning; exploratory potentialities of emerging technologies in education;
learning technologies; digital technologies and instructional design; big data in education and
learning analytics.
  math activities for kindergarten students: Advancing Knowledge and Building Capacity
for Early Childhood Research Sharon Ryan, M. Elizabeth Graue, Vivian L. Gadsden, Felice J.
Levine, 2021-01-20 This volume employs a multidisciplinary approach to research on a high-profile
topic very much on the agenda of state and national policy leaders: early childhood development and
education. It aims to reflect how scholarly perspectives shape the contours of knowledge generation,
and to illuminate the gaps that prevent productive interchange among scholars who value equity in
the opportunities available to young children, their families, and teachers/caregivers. The editors
and authors identify and prioritize critical research areas; assess the state of the field in terms of
promising research designs and methodologies; and identify capacity-building needs and potential
cross-group collaborations.
  math activities for kindergarten students: Cognitive Foundations for Improving
Mathematical Learning David C. Geary, Daniel B. Berch, Kathleen Mann Koepke, 2019-01-08 The
fifth volume in the Mathematical Cognition and Learning series focuses on informal learning
environments and other parental influences on numerical cognitive development and formal
instructional interventions for improving mathematics learning and performance. The chapters cover
the use of numerical play and games for improving foundational number knowledge as well as school
math performance, the link between early math abilities and the approximate number system, and
how families can help improve the early development of math skills. The book goes on to examine



learning trajectories in early mathematics, the role of mathematical language in acquiring numeracy
skills, evidence-based assessments of early math skills, approaches for intensifying early
mathematics interventions, the use of analogies in mathematics instruction, schema-based diagrams
for teaching ratios and proportions, the role of cognitive processes in treating mathematical learning
difficulties, and addresses issues associated with intervention fadeout.
  math activities for kindergarten students: Enriching the Lives of Children Rosalyn M.
King, 2008-12-18 Enriching the Lives of Children is an exploration of innovations in teaching and
learning. The book reflects scholarship, synthesis and creativity as the author reviews decades of
research and practice on educational and instructional reforms designed to enrich learning and life
for children, through novel and stimulating experiences. The author reminds readers of the early
notions of learning coming from such great thinkers as Aristotle, Husserl, Vygotsky, Piaget and
Bruner; and, the parallels to the thinking of modern constructivist philosophers and teachers today.
Teaching for meaning and constructing knowledge and understanding is important. Providing
enriching, novel and stimulating instructional and supportive experiences is essential for successful
learning and holistic development. The author presents theoretical propositions about the need for
authentic pedagogy and whole child development. Moreover, findings reveal that learning does not
take place as a separate and isolated event. Brain, body and the developmental domains work
together. Attention also is given to the nature and relationship of creativity to learning and
development; and, particularly the contributions of play. Interesting suggestions and models from
around the world are provided about children’s learning and enrichment, within and outside of the
classroom. As a leading scholar and interdisciplinary expert in education, psychology and learning
environments across the lifespan, King provides a service to educators, parents and those interested
in child development by synthesizing volumes of research into a coherent whole, with excellent
suggestive strategies that can be used in educating and raising children. Theoretical insights and
strategies found in this book will improve the academy of teaching and learning and serve as a
useful resource for educational and childcare professionals, policymakers and parents. For those
that care about the future of our children and education, Enriching the Lives of Children is essential
reading.
  math activities for kindergarten students: Informal STEM Learning at Home and in
Community Spaces Bradley Morris, Brenna Hassinger-Das, Rachael Todaro, Jennifer DeWitt,
2024-03-22 Children in Western countries spend only about 20% of their waking time in school
(Meltzoff et al., 2009). Leveraging the 80% of time that they spend outside of school can provide
children with opportunities to engage in meaningful, authentic STEM learning experiences with
family members, other caregivers, and children. STEM learning and readiness go beyond acquiring
content knowledge to include interest, engagement, and motivation for STEM learning as well as the
formation of a STEM identity. To date, there has been a dearth of research focusing on children’s
informal STEM experiences when compared to formal, school-based STEM learning experiences.
This Research Topic focuses attention on the authentic, everyday experiences of children and how
these experiences provide opportunities for STEM learning, engagement, and identity. In addition,
these papers will explore how these everyday experiences can be leveraged and augmented to
promote STEM learning and engagement through culturally-relevant design and implementation.
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