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Principles and Practice of American Politics: Understanding the Foundations and Dynamics

principles and practice of american politics form the backbone of the United States' unique
democratic system. From the Constitution’s framing to the day-to-day workings of government, these
principles shape how power is distributed, exercised, and challenged in American society.
Understanding these principles not only provides insight into the structure of government but also
illuminates the complex dance of political actors, institutions, and citizens that define the nation's
political landscape.

The Core Principles of American Politics

At the heart of American politics lie several enduring principles that guide the nation’s governance.
These principles are enshrined in the Constitution and have evolved through practice and
interpretation over centuries. Let’s explore some of the most fundamental ones.

Popular Sovereignty and Republicanism

The first pillar of American politics is popular sovereignty—the idea that ultimate political power
rests with the people. This principle rejects monarchy or authoritarian rule, placing the electorate at
the center of government legitimacy. Closely related is republicanism, or the concept that citizens
elect representatives to govern on their behalf rather than direct democracy. This system balances
individual participation with practical governance, allowing for a structured political process.

Federalism: Division of Power

Federalism is a defining feature of American political structure. It divides authority between the
national government and state governments, allowing for regional autonomy while maintaining a
unified country. This division fosters diversity in policy and governance, enabling states to
experiment with laws tailored to their populations. The ongoing tension and negotiation between
state and federal powers are a crucial part of American political practice.

Separation of Powers and Checks and Balances

To prevent the concentration of power, the framers established three separate branches of
government: legislative, executive, and judicial. Each branch has distinct responsibilities, but they
also check and balance one another, ensuring no single branch becomes too powerful. For example,
while Congress passes laws, the president can veto them, and the Supreme Court can declare laws
unconstitutional. This system requires cooperation and negotiation, reflecting the dynamic nature of
American politics.



Individual Rights and Liberties

The protection of individual rights is a cornerstone of American political principles. The Bill of Rights
and subsequent amendments guarantee freedoms such as speech, religion, and due process. These
rights serve as a safeguard against government overreach and remain central to political debates
and judicial decisions. They highlight the value placed on personal freedom within the political
framework.

The Practice of American Politics: Institutions and
Processes

While principles provide the foundation, the practice of American politics reveals how those
principles are implemented and contested. This involves a complex interplay of institutions, political
parties, interest groups, media, and voters.

The Role of Political Parties

Political parties, primarily the Democratic and Republican parties, are essential actors in American
politics. They organize elections, formulate policies, and mobilize voters. Parties help simplify
complex political choices and structure legislative behavior. However, partisanship also introduces
challenges, such as polarization and gridlock, impacting how effectively government functions.

Elections and Voter Participation

Elections are the primary means through which citizens exercise their political power. The American
electoral system includes local, state, and federal elections, with the presidency being the most
prominent. Voter turnout varies widely and is influenced by factors like campaign strategies, voter
laws, and public interest. Efforts to increase voter participation and address barriers like voter ID
laws and gerrymandering remain ongoing political issues.

Interest Groups and Lobbying

Interest groups play a significant role in shaping policy by representing specific economic, social, or
ideological interests. Through lobbying, campaign contributions, and public campaigns, these groups
influence lawmakers and public opinion. While they provide valuable expertise and advocacy,
concerns about undue influence and transparency often arise, sparking debates about reform.

The Media’s Influence on Politics

In the modern era, media outlets and social media platforms have become powerful players in



American politics. They inform the public, frame political debates, and hold leaders accountable.
However, media bias, misinformation, and the echo chamber effect can also distort political
understanding and deepen divisions. Navigating this landscape is an essential skill for both citizens
and politicians.

Challenges and Adaptations in American Political
Practice

No political system is static, and American politics continuously adapts to new challenges.
Understanding these evolving dynamics helps explain current political trends and future
possibilities.

Polarization and Political Fragmentation

One of the most significant challenges today is political polarization, where ideological divisions
deepen between parties and within society. This fragmentation can lead to legislative stalemates and
erode public trust. Addressing polarization requires renewed commitment to dialogue, compromise,
and reforms that promote transparency and accountability.

Judicial Interpretation and Its Impact

The judiciary, especially the Supreme Court, plays a pivotal role in interpreting constitutional
principles and shaping political practice. Landmark rulings can redefine civil rights, federalism, and
executive power, influencing policy for generations. Understanding the judicial philosophy and
appointment process is key to grasping the broader political picture.

Demographic Changes and Political Realignment

Shifts in population, including immigration, urbanization, and generational change, continuously
reshape the political landscape. These demographic trends influence party strategies, policy
priorities, and electoral outcomes. Political actors who recognize and adapt to these changes can
better engage with the electorate and address emerging issues.

Technology and Political Engagement

Advances in technology have transformed political communication and participation. Online
platforms allow for rapid information dissemination, grassroots organizing, and fundraising.
However, they also raise concerns about privacy, cyber interference, and the quality of political
discourse. Balancing these factors is part of the modern practice of American politics.



Why Understanding the Principles and Practice of
American Politics Matters

Grasping the principles and practice of American politics is more than an academic exercise—it
equips citizens to engage meaningfully in democracy. Awareness of how government functions, the
roles of various political actors, and the challenges facing the system fosters informed voting,
advocacy, and dialogue. It also helps individuals recognize the importance of their participation in
shaping policies that affect their lives.

Moreover, understanding these concepts illuminates the complexities behind headlines and political
debates. It reveals why certain decisions are made, how power is negotiated, and what mechanisms
exist to hold leaders accountable. This knowledge empowers people to critically assess political
developments and advocate for changes aligned with democratic values.

American politics is dynamic and often contentious, but its foundation on enduring principles offers
a framework for progress and stability. Whether discussing federalism, civil liberties, or electoral
processes, the interplay of principles and practice continues to define the nation’s political journey.
By exploring these elements, we gain insight into the past, clarity about the present, and a vision for
the future of American democracy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the fundamental principles of American politics?

The fundamental principles of American politics include popular sovereignty, limited government,
separation of powers, checks and balances, federalism, and individual rights.

How does the principle of federalism shape the practice of
American politics?

Federalism divides power between the national and state governments, allowing states to have
autonomy in certain areas while maintaining a unified national policy, which creates a balance and
accommodates regional diversity.

What role do political parties play in American politics?

Political parties organize elections, aggregate interests, simplify choices for voters, and facilitate
governance by coordinating policy agendas and legislative efforts.

How does the system of checks and balances function in
American government?

Checks and balances ensure that no single branch of government (executive, legislative, or judicial)
becomes too powerful by allowing each branch to limit the powers of the others through
mechanisms like vetoes, judicial review, and congressional oversight.



What is the significance of the Constitution in American
political practice?
The Constitution serves as the supreme law of the land, outlining the structure of government,

defining the powers of each branch, protecting individual rights, and providing the framework for
political processes.

How do elections influence American political principles and
practices?

Elections are a key mechanism for popular sovereignty, allowing citizens to choose their
representatives and hold them accountable, which reinforces democratic governance and
responsiveness.

In what ways do individual rights impact American political
debates and policies?

Individual rights, such as freedom of speech, religion, and due process, serve as a foundation for
political discourse and limit government actions, often shaping debates on issues like civil liberties,
equality, and social justice.

Additional Resources

Principles and Practice of American Politics: An In-Depth Exploration

principles and practice of american politics represent a complex interplay of constitutional
ideals, institutional frameworks, and evolving democratic norms. Understanding this dynamic
system requires an examination of its foundational principles, the mechanisms through which
political power is exercised, and the practical realities influencing governance and public policy.
This article delves into the core aspects shaping American political life, offering a nuanced analysis
of how theory and practice intersect in one of the world's most studied democracies.

Foundational Principles of American Politics

At the heart of American politics lies a set of guiding principles derived from the nation’s founding
documents, primarily the Constitution and the Bill of Rights. These principles establish the
framework within which political actors operate and citizens engage.

Democracy and Popular Sovereignty

The principle of popular sovereignty asserts that political power originates from the people.
Elections, citizen participation, and representative government are key features that translate this
principle into practice. Unlike direct democracies, the United States employs a representative



democracy, where elected officials make decisions on behalf of their constituents.

Separation of Powers and Checks and Balances

American politics is characterized by the division of government into three branches: legislative,
executive, and judicial. This separation of powers is designed to prevent the concentration of
authority and to ensure mutual oversight. For example, while Congress enacts laws, the President
can veto legislation, and the Supreme Court has the power to interpret laws and assess their
constitutionality.

Federalism

Federalism divides sovereignty between the national government and the states. This principle
allows for diversity in policy implementation and political culture across the 50 states while
maintaining national unity. The tension between federal and state powers continues to shape
political debates, particularly on issues like healthcare, education, and civil rights.

The Practice of American Politics: Institutions and
Processes

The actual workings of American politics are reflected in institutions, electoral systems, political
parties, and the policy-making process. These elements embody the principles outlined above but
also reveal challenges and adaptations over time.

The Electoral System and Political Parties

The U.S. employs a plurality voting system, often referred to as "first-past-the-post," which has
significant implications for party politics. This electoral method tends to favor a two-party system,
dominated by Democrats and Republicans, limiting the success of third parties and independent
candidates. The practice of gerrymandering—redrawing electoral districts to advantage particular
parties—further complicates the democratic process.

Congressional Functioning and Legislative Gridlock

Congress plays a central role in policymaking, yet it is frequently criticized for gridlock and
partisanship. The bicameral structure, comprising the House of Representatives and the Senate,
requires negotiation and compromise. However, increasing polarization has led to legislative
stalemates, affecting the government’s ability to address pressing issues efficiently.



Role of the Presidency

The President serves as both head of state and government, wielding significant influence
domestically and internationally. Executive orders, veto power, and foreign policy leadership
exemplify the presidency’s practical authority. However, the balance between executive action and
congressional oversight remains a persistent tension, particularly during times of divided
government.

Contemporary Challenges and Evolution in Practice

The principles and practice of American politics are not static; they evolve in response to societal
changes, technological advancements, and shifting political attitudes.

Impact of Money and Lobbying

Campaign finance and lobbying are critical factors influencing political outcomes. The Supreme
Court’s Citizens United decision transformed the landscape by allowing unlimited independent
political expenditures, raising concerns about the disproportionate influence of wealthy donors and
interest groups on policy and elections.

Media, Information, and Political Polarization

The rise of digital media and social platforms has reshaped political communication, increasing
accessibility but also fostering misinformation and echo chambers. This development has
contributed to heightened polarization, complicating consensus-building and trust in democratic
institutions.

Voting Rights and Electoral Integrity

Debates over voter identification laws, mail-in voting, and election security highlight ongoing
struggles to balance accessibility and integrity in elections. These issues underscore the practical
challenges in upholding the principle of universal suffrage while safeguarding against fraud.

Analytical Perspectives on American Political Practices

Evaluating the principles and practice of American politics requires a balanced assessment of
strengths and weaknesses.

e Strengths: The U.S. political system’s checks and balances prevent authoritarianism and



protect civil liberties. Federalism allows responsiveness to local needs, and the rule of law
provides a stable legal framework.

 Weaknesses: Partisan polarization impedes effective governance, campaign finance raises
equity concerns, and institutional inertia can slow policy innovation.

¢ Opportunities: Advances in technology offer new avenues for civic engagement and
transparency; reforms in electoral systems could enhance representation.

e Threats: Political disinformation and declining trust in institutions may undermine democratic
legitimacy and social cohesion.

Comparative Insights

Compared to other established democracies, the American political system is unique in its
constitutional rigidity and emphasis on individual rights. Parliamentary systems, for instance, often
exhibit greater legislative efficiency due to fused executive-legislative powers. However, the U.S.
model’s dispersion of authority can protect against rapid policy shifts and authoritarian impulses,
reflecting a deliberate trade-off between stability and responsiveness.

The principles and practice of American politics continue to be a subject of global interest, serving
both as a model and a cautionary example. Its evolution reflects broader themes of democratic
governance, balancing tradition with innovation, and the enduring quest for a political system that
embodies the ideals of its citizenry.
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principles and practice of american politics: Principles and Practice of American
Politics Samuel Kernell, Steven S. Smith, 2018-04-03 Principles and Practice of American Politics is
a well-balanced reader covering all the major topics of an American Government course. —Blake
Jones, Ohio Valley University Combining timeless readings with cutting-edge articles and essays,
Principles and Practice of American Politics, Seventh Edition, enriches students’ understanding of
the American political system by examining the strategic behavior of key players in U.S. politics.
This collection of classic and contemporary readings brings concepts to life by providing students
with real examples of how political actors are influenced by the strategies of others and are
governed by the Constitution, the law, and institutional rules. Carefully edited by award-winning
authors Samuel Kernell and Steven S. Smith, each reading is put into context to help students
understand how political actions fall within a major national political forum. New to the Seventh
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Edition Nine new and updated essays encourage students to reflect on the continuing debates over
the polarization of the American electorate and Congress, the role of social media and fake news in
influencing public views of politicians and issues, the fragile Trump coalition, the efficacy of polling
in tracking public opinion, and other issues more relevant than ever in the wake of the 2016
elections. Additional essays challenge students to think more carefully about alternative institutions
and political arrangements. The new essays present institutions of majority rule, the nature of racial
discrimination, and the proper role of the court as less settled issues that provide students an
opportunity to think through (and discuss) their views on the future direction of American civic life.
Each selection is artfully framed by Kernell and Smith’s contextual headnotes to make them
appropriate for classroom use. Original readings written specifically for the volume give the book a
coherent treatment of the performance of U.S. political institutions.

principles and practice of american politics: Principles and Practice of American
Politics: Classic and Contemporary Readings, 5th Edition Samuel Kernell, Steven S. Smith,
2013 This collection examines the strategic behavior of key players in American politics from the
Founding Fathers to the Super PACs, by showing that political actors, though motivated by their
own interests, are governed by the Constitution, the law, and institutional rules, as well as
influenced by the strategies of others.

principles and practice of american politics: Logic of American Politics 2e Plus Principles
and Practice of American Politics Kernell, 2002-07

principles and practice of american politics: American Politics Samuel P. Huntington,
2004-02-04 This stunningly persuasive book examines the persistent, radical gap between the
promise of American ideals and the performance of American politics. Samuel P. Huntington shows
how Americans, throughout their history as a nation, have been united by the democratic creed of
liberty, equality, and hostility to authority. At the same time he reveals how, inevitably, these ideals
have been perennially frustrated through the institutions and hierarchies required to carry on the
essential functions of governing a democratic society. From this antagonism between the ideals of
democracy and the realities of power have risen four great political upheavals in American history.
Every third generation, Huntington argues, Americans have tried to reconstruct their institutions to
make them more truly reflect deeply rooted national ideals. Moving from the clenched fists and mass
demonstrations of the 1960s, to the moral outrage of the Progressive and Jacksonian Eras, back to
the creative ideological fervor of the American Revolution, he incisively analyzes the dissenters’
objectives. All, he pungently writes, sought to remove the fundamental disharmony between the
reality of government in America and the ideals on which the American nation was founded.
Huntington predicts that the tension between ideals and institutions is likely to increase in this
country in the future. And he reminds us that the fate of liberty and democracy abroad is
intrinsically linked to the strength of our power in world affairs. This brilliant and controversial
analysis deserves to rank alongside the works of Tocqueville, Bryce, and Hofstadter and will become
a classic commentary on the meaning of America.

principles and practice of american politics: History of American Political Thought
Bryan-Paul Frost, Jeffrey Sikkenga, 2003-01-01 Revised and updated, this long-awaited second
edition provides a comprehensive introduction to what the most thoughtful Americans have said
about the American experience from the colonial period to the present. The book examines the
political thought of the most important American statesmen, activists, and writers across era and
ideologies, helping another generation of students, scholars, and citizens to understand more fully
the meaning of America. This new second edition of the book includes new essays on Walt Whitman,
Lyndon Baines Johnson, Ronald Reagan, and Barack Obama. Significant revisions and additions have
also been made to many of the original essays, increasing the breadth and depth of the collection.

principles and practice of american politics: Encyclopedia of African-American Politics,
Third Edition Robert Smith, 2021-05-01 This A-to-Z volume examines the role of African Americans
in the political process from the early days of the American Revolution to the present. Focusing on
basic political ideas, court cases, laws, concepts, ideologies, institutions, and political processes, this



book covers all facets of African Americans in American government. Written by a nationally
renowned scholar in the field, the Encyclopedia of African-American Politics, Third Edition will
enlighten readers to the struggles and triumphs of African Americans in the American political
system. Entries include: Abolitionist Movement African immigrants Barack Obama Black Lives
Matter Black Panther Party Civil Rights Act of 1964 Emancipation Proclamation Forty Acres and a
Mule Freedmen's Bureau Hurricane Katrina Institutional racism Integrationism Juneteenth Lynching
Malcolm X Million Man March Raphael Warnock

principles and practice of american politics: Principle, Practice, and the Politics of
Educational Reform in Meiji Japan Mark Elwood Lincicome, 1995-01-01 Scholars of modern Japan
agree that education played a crucial role in that country's rapid modernization during the Meiji
period (1868-1912). With few exceptions, however, Western approaches to the subject treat
education as an instrument of change controlled by the Meiji political and intellectual elite.
Principle, Praxis, and the Politics of Educational Reform in Meiji Japan offers a corrective to this
view. By introducing primary source materials (including teaching manuals, educational periodicals,
and primary school textbooks) missing from most English-language works, Mark Lincicome
examines an early case of resistance to government control that developed within the community of
professional educators. He focuses on what began, in 1872, as an attempt by the newly established
Ministry of Education to train a corps of professional teachers that could civilize and enlighten the
masses in compulsory primary schools. Through the Tokyo Normal School and other new teacher
training schools sponsored by the government, the ministry began what it thought was a
straightforward technology transfer of the latest teaching methods and materials from the United
States and Europe. Little did the ministry realize that it was planting the seeds of broader reform
that would challenge not only its underlying doctrine of education, but its very authority over
education. The reform movement centered around efforts to explicate and disseminate the doctrine
of kaihatsushugi (developmental education). Hailed as a modern, scientific approach to child
education, it rejected rote memorization and passive learning, elements of the so-called method of
pouring in (chunyu) knowledge practiced during the preceding Tokugawa period, and sought instead
to cultivate the unique, innate abilities of each child. Orthodox ideas of education, knowledge, and
the process by which children learn were challenged. The position and responsibilities of the teacher
were enhanced, consequently providing educators with a claim to professional authority and
autonomy - at a time when the Meiji state was attempting to control every facet of the Japanese
school system. Principle, Praxis, and the Politics of Educational Reform in Meiji Japan analyzes a key
element to understanding Meiji development and modern Japan as a whole.

principles and practice of american politics: The Poverty of American Politics H. Mark
Roelofs, 1998 This classic analysis challenges America's complacency about its political system.

principles and practice of american politics: Slavery, Abortion, and the Politics of
Constitutional Meaning Justin Buckley Dyer, 2013-06-28 Justin Buckley Dyer provides the first
book-length scholarly treatment of the parallels between slavery and abortion in American
constitutional development.

principles and practice of american politics: The Oxford Handbook of American
Political Development Richard M. Valelly, Suzanne Mettler, Robert C. Lieberman, 2016 Scholars
working in or sympathetic to American political development (APD) share a commitment to
accurately understanding the history of American politics - and thus they question stylized facts
about America's political evolution. Like other approaches to American politics, APD prizes
analytical rigor, data collection, the development and testing of theory, and the generation of
provocative hypotheses. Much APD scholarship indeed overlaps with the American politics subfield
and its many well developed literatures on specific institutions or processes (for example Congress,
judicial politics, or party competition), specific policy domains (welfare policy, immigration), the
foundations of (in)equality in American politics (the distribution of wealth and income, race,
ethnicity, gender, class, and sexual and gender orientation), public law, and governance and
representation. What distinguishes APD is careful, systematic thought about the ways that political



processes, civic ideals, the political construction of social divisions, patterns of identity formation,
the making and implementation of public policies, contestation over (and via) the Constitution, and
other formal and informal institutions and processes evolve over time - and whether (and how) they
alter, compromise, or sustain the American liberal democratic regime. APD scholars identify, in
short, the histories that constitute American politics. They ask: what familiar or unfamiliar elements
of the American past illuminate the present? Are contemporary phenomena that appear new or
surprising prefigured in ways that an APD approach can bring to the fore? If a contemporary
phenomenon is unprecedented then how might an accurate understanding of the evolution of
American politics unlock its significance? Featuring contributions from leading academics in the
field, The Oxford Handbook of American Political Development provides an authoritative and
accessible analysis of the study of American political development.

principles and practice of american politics: The Liberal Tradition in American Politics
David F. Ericson, Louisa Bertch Green, 2013-12-02 First Published in 1999. Routledge is an imprint
of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

principles and practice of american politics: How American Politics Works Richard J. Gelm,
2009-03-26 American politics is criticized and belittled by media critics and the public, yet the
system is held out as a model for the world. The paradox of this simultaneous cynicism and adulation
is rooted in the conflict between the human motives that drive politics. Crisply and clearly written
with numerous historical examples, How American Politics Works explains the complex and
sometimes confusing American political system in a vibrant and accessible light. Documented with
recent and historical scholarship presented clearly in laymen’s terms, How American Politics Works
explores the multiple dimensions of politics and the source of Americans’ disillusionment with their
government through the “four Ps”: Philosophy, Pragmatism, Personality and Profit. Philosophical
and moral principles underpin the key political institutions in America, but values are challenged in
the quest to achieve workable political solutions. Policy is rarely made to conform to lofty principles
alone. It often results from short-term incremental compromise, driven by people in pursuit of the
public good and their own personal self-interest and profit. How American Politics Works explains
the inner workings of the American political system, including the power of ideas, political
compromise, powerful personalities and the preeminent position of money. While Americans’ high
ideals are often illusive in the rough and tumble of political battles, and the public’s trust is bruised
with every political scandal, balancing idealism and individual virtue with ambition and self-interest
is the dynamic and safeguard of American politics. How American Politics Works offers a
comprehensive presentation of the realities, challenges and possibilities of the American political
system to bring an understanding, fascination and dedication to the wider public.

principles and practice of american politics: Keeping the Republic: Power and
Citizenship in American Politics, 6th Edition The Essentials Christine Barbour, Gerald C.
Wright, 2013-01-15 Keeping the Republic’s lively discussion of ‘'who gets what and how” develops
studentsZ critical thinking abilities in the intro American government course. Every section and
every feature in the book has one goal in mind: to get students to think critically and be skeptical of
received wisdom. Serving as a true aid to teachers, each chapter is designed to build students’
analytical abilities. By introducing them to the seminal work in the field and showing them how to
employ the themes of power and citizenship, this proven text builds confidence in students who want
to take an active part in their communities and governmentuto play their part in keeping the
republic, and to consider the consequences of that engagement.

principles and practice of american politics: A History of American Political Thought A. ].
Beitzinger, 2011-08-05 This book provides a descriptive analysis and critical discussion of the
origins, development, and interrelationships of American political ideas against the background of
the birth, growth, and crises of the republic and the major historical movements of thought. Main
emphasis is on the idea of constitutionalism and related concepts of higher law, liberty, justice,
equality, democracy and the balanced state, as well as underlying notions of human nature,
motivation, and behavior.



principles and practice of american politics: Moral Controversies in American Politics
Raymond Tatalovich, This popular book impartially examines eight hotly-contested current political
issues in which one or or both sides seeks to use government authority to enforce certain norms of
behavior--in chapters that are

principles and practice of american politics: Understanding American Politics Stephen
Brooks, 2009-01-01 This volume locates the American political system in a comparative context,
allowing us to better understand its strength and weaknesses. It should be required reading for
anyone wanting a basic understanding of American politics. - B. Guy Peters, University of Pittsburgh

principles and practice of american politics: The Promise of American Politics Robert L.
Utley, 1989 This combination textbook and policy reader allows acknowledged leaders in the
formulation of domestic policy to reflect upon certain abiding political disputes in light of the deeper
controversy over the meaning of equality and liberty for the American regime. In their
disagreements with each other, the authors reveal the fundamental tensions which animate
American politics. The first third of the book contains theoretical essays on the nature of the
American regime. This lays the foundation for the succeeding eight essays which present
controversies over public policy. This volume assists students of American politics in the
consideration of the abiding relationship between principle and practice.

principles and practice of american politics: The Politics Of Budget Control John A. Marini,
2014-02-04 First Published in 1992. The federal budget has attained unparalleled significance at the
heart of American politics in the last quarter of the twentieth century. The modern budget system
has become the mechanism by which a distinctively American administrative state was put in place
and made operative. The growth of the administrative state has transformed politics in America, but
many Americans are unaware of its existence. This study looks at budget control within the realms of
Congress, the Presidency and the development of the Administrative State.

principles and practice of american politics: American Political Thought Morton ].
Frisch, Richard G. Stevens, The Second World War was a crisis not just for America but for the
whole of Western Civilization and, in the wake of that war, a new crisis arose which came to be
called the Cold War:' Just when that gave the appearance of being resolved, the world reached a
new juncture, a new crisis, which Samuel P. Huntington dubbed the clash of civilizations:' The
statesmen having political responsibility in confronting the first three crises in America's history
came as close to philosophic grasp of the problems of liberal democracy as one could demand from
those embroiled in the active resolution of events. Their reflection of political philosophy in the full
sense informed their actions. --

principles and practice of american politics: The American Political Nation, 1838-1893 Joel
Silbey, 1994-07-01 This is a detailed analysis and description of a unique era in American political
history, one in which political parties were the dominant dynamic force at work structuring and
directing the political world.
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