black people in the bible

**Black People in the Bible: Exploring Their Presence and Significance**

Black people in the Bible is a topic that has fascinated scholars, theologians, and believers alike
for centuries. The Bible, a mosaic of stories, genealogies, and teachings, is rich with diverse
characters whose backgrounds often reflect the vast and varied cultures of the ancient world.
Among these, black individuals and communities hold a notable presence that deserves deeper
understanding and recognition. This exploration not only sheds light on historical context but also
celebrates the profound contributions and roles of black people in biblical narratives.

The Historical Context of Black People in the Bible

When we talk about black people in the Bible, it’s important to first understand the geographical and
cultural settings of biblical times. The regions described in the scriptures—Egypt, Ethiopia (Cush),
Nubia, and parts of North and East Africa—were home to people of African descent with rich and
complex histories.

Who Were the Cushites?

One of the most frequently mentioned groups in the Bible associated with black ancestry is the
Cushites. The term “Cush” refers to an ancient kingdom located in what is now Sudan and southern
Egypt. The descendants of Cush are often described as dark-skinned, and they appear in several key
biblical passages. For example, Moses' wife is described as a Cushite woman in Numbers 12:1,
which highlights the integration and significance of African people within Israelite history.

The Cushites were known for their valor and wisdom. In the Bible, the prophet Jeremiah (13:23)
questions whether a Cushite can change his skin, which implicitly acknowledges the distinctiveness
of their appearance and identity.

Egyptians and Their Biblical Role

Egypt, with its iconic civilization along the Nile, was predominantly inhabited by black Africans and
played a pivotal role in the biblical story. From the time of Joseph, who rose to power in Egypt, to
the Exodus under Moses, Egyptians are central figures. Pharaohs, priests, and common folk all
contribute to the biblical narratives surrounding oppression, liberation, and divine intervention.

While Egypt’s depiction in the Bible sometimes carries connotations of idolatry and opposition to
God’s people, it is crucial to remember that Egyptians were part of the broader African heritage and
their culture significantly influenced the historical and spiritual landscape of the Bible.



Prominent Black Figures and Their Biblical
Significance

Black people in the Bible are not just mentioned in passing; many individuals of African descent hold
pivotal roles that shaped biblical history and theology.

Phut and Nimrod: Founders of Early African Nations

Phut, son of Ham, is traditionally considered the ancestor of the peoples of North Africa, while
Nimrod, described as a mighty hunter and ruler, is linked with the founding of ancient
Mesopotamian civilizations. These figures symbolize the early roots and the broad reach of African
peoples in biblical genealogies.

The Queen of Sheba: A Powerful African Monarch

One of the most famous black figures in the Bible is the Queen of Sheba. She traveled from the
African kingdom of Sheba (modern-day Ethiopia or Yemen) to visit King Solomon, bringing gifts and
seeking wisdom. Her story is celebrated as a testament to African royalty, intelligence, and
spirituality. The Queen of Sheba’s encounter with Solomon symbolizes the exchange of knowledge
and respect between African and Israelite cultures.

Ebed-Melech: The Ethiopian Hero in Jeremiah

Ebed-Melech, an Ethiopian eunuch, appears in Jeremiah 38 as a courageous figure who saves the
prophet Jeremiah from a cistern where he was left to die. His inclusion highlights the presence of
African individuals in positions of influence and goodwill within the biblical narrative.

The Symbolism and Interpretations of Blackness in
Scripture

The representation of black people in the Bible extends beyond physical descriptions to include
symbolic meanings and spiritual lessons.

Skin Color and Its Spiritual Connotations

Biblical texts sometimes mention skin color, but these references are often layered with cultural and
theological symbolism. For instance, the “blackness” referenced in Song of Solomon 1:5 is
interpreted by many as a mark of beauty and resilience rather than a negative attribute. This
challenges modern readers to reconsider stereotypes and appreciate the diversity of biblical



imagery.

Blackness as a Sign of Endurance and Identity

In some prophetic books, blackness is associated with endurance through hardship and faithfulness.
The identity of black people in biblical stories often reflects themes of survival, strength, and divine
favor, encouraging believers to see their own histories mirrored in sacred texts.

Why Understanding Black People in the Bible Matters
Today

Recognizing black people in the Bible is more than an academic exercise; it has profound
implications for faith, identity, and cultural appreciation.

Empowering Communities Through Biblical Representation

For many black Christians, seeing themselves reflected in the Bible fosters a deeper connection to
their faith and heritage. It affirms that their ancestors were part of God’s plan and that their stories
are integral to the biblical narrative. This representation can combat feelings of exclusion and
marginalization often experienced in religious contexts.

Correcting Historical Misconceptions

History and theology have sometimes overlooked or minimized the presence of black people in
biblical times. By studying and acknowledging their roles, scholars and believers can challenge
Eurocentric interpretations that distort the Bible’s multicultural reality.

Encouraging Inclusive Biblical Scholarship

The study of black people in the Bible invites more inclusive and accurate biblical scholarship. It
encourages the use of diverse sources, including archaeology, linguistics, and African oral traditions,
to enrich understanding and appreciation of the Bible’s global context.

How to Explore Black People in the Bible Further

If you're interested in learning more about black people in the Bible and their impact, here are some
tips to guide your exploration:



¢ Read Biblical Passages with Context: Study scriptures mentioning Cush, Egypt, Ethiopia,
and notable African figures with attention to historical and cultural backgrounds.

e Consult Scholarly Works: Look for books and articles by historians and theologians
specializing in African biblical history and biblical ethnography.

e Explore African Christian Traditions: Many African churches and communities have
preserved unique interpretations and traditions that highlight black biblical heritage.

* Engage with Multidisciplinary Studies: Archaeology, anthropology, and linguistics provide
valuable insights into the lives and cultures of biblical peoples of African descent.

¢ Join Discussion Groups or Forums: Participate in conversations with scholars and believers
focused on diverse biblical representation to broaden your perspective.

Black people in the Bible represent a vital and enriching part of the sacred story. Their presence
reminds us that the biblical narrative is deeply interconnected with African history and culture,
inspiring a more inclusive understanding of faith and heritage. As we continue to uncover and
celebrate these connections, the Bible’s message grows even more universal and profound.

Frequently Asked Questions

Are there black people mentioned in the Bible?

Yes, the Bible references people of African descent, such as Cushites and Egyptians, indicating the
presence of black people in biblical narratives.

Who are the Cushites mentioned in the Bible?

The Cushites are people from the region of Cush, often identified with ancient Nubia or Ethiopia,
located in Africa. They are frequently mentioned in the Old Testament.

Was the Queen of Sheba black?

The Queen of Sheba, who visited King Solomon, is traditionally believed to have come from the
region of Sheba, often associated with modern-day Ethiopia or Yemen. Many scholars and traditions
depict her as a black African queen.

Is there evidence that some biblical figures were black?

While the Bible does not explicitly describe the skin color of many figures, historical and
geographical context suggests that some biblical figures from African regions were likely black or of
African descent.



Did Moses marry a black woman?

Numbers 12:1 mentions Moses married a Cushite woman. Cushites were from Africa, indicating that
Moses' wife was likely black or of African descent.

How are black people portrayed in the Bible?

Black people in the Bible are portrayed as integral members of biblical history, often depicted
positively as leaders, warriors, and royalty, highlighting their significant roles.

What is the significance of Ethiopia in the Bible?

Ethiopia, often referred to as Cush in the Bible, is frequently mentioned as a land of great people
and a symbol of strength and diversity, illustrating the importance of African nations in biblical
times.

Additional Resources

Black People in the Bible: An Investigative Review of Historical and Theological Perspectives

Black people in the Bible have long been a subject of scholarly inquiry, theological debate, and
cultural significance. The presence, representation, and roles of individuals of African descent in
biblical narratives challenge conventional Eurocentric interpretations and invite a broader
understanding of the biblical world’s ethnic and racial diversity. This article delves into the historical
context, scriptural references, and interpretative frameworks surrounding black people in the Bible,
aiming to shed light on their identities, significance, and the implications for contemporary faith
communities.

Historical and Geographical Context of Black People in
Biblical Times

The ancient Near East, where biblical events unfolded, was a crossroads of civilizations, including
African peoples whose interactions with Israelites and other groups are documented in scripture.
Regions such as Cush (often associated with Nubia or parts of modern-day Sudan and Ethiopia),
Egypt, and Put (likely corresponding to parts of North Africa) were integral to biblical history. These
areas were inhabited by populations often described with dark skin, which correlates with what
modern readers identify as black African peoples.

Understanding the presence of black people in the Bible requires a nuanced appreciation of the
geographic and ethnic diversity of the ancient world. The biblical authors did not always focus on
racial categories in the modern sense but acknowledged distinct peoples and cultures, many of
whom were African or had African ancestry.



Key Biblical References to African Peoples

Numerous biblical passages mention African nations and individuals, indicating their importance in
biblical narratives:

¢ Cushites: The descendants of Cush are mentioned frequently in both the Old and New
Testaments. Cushites lived south of Egypt and were known for their formidable kingdoms.
Moses’ wife, according to Numbers 12:1, is described as a Cushite woman, which has sparked
debate about the ethnic diversity within Israelite society.

e Pharaoh and Egyptians: Egypt, a dominant power in biblical history, was an African
civilization. The Egyptian Pharaohs, central to many biblical stories such as the Exodus, were
part of a culture with deep African roots.

¢ Queen of Sheba: Often associated with the ancient kingdom of Sheba, located in modern
Yemen and Ethiopia, the Queen of Sheba’s visit to King Solomon (1 Kings 10) symbolizes
African royal interaction with Israel and highlights African prominence in biblical narratives.

e Simon of Cyrene: In the New Testament, Simon of Cyrene, who helped Jesus carry the cross
(Mark 15:21), hailed from Cyrene in North Africa, underscoring the presence of Africans in
early Christian contexts.

Ethnic Identity and Representation: Analytical
Perspectives

The question of ethnic identity in the Bible is complex, as ancient texts often use names and terms
that do not always map neatly onto contemporary racial categories. However, the evidence supports
the inclusion of black Africans among the biblical peoples. This recognition has profound
implications for biblical scholarship, religious interpretation, and cultural identity.

Challenges in Identifying Black People in Biblical Texts

Several factors complicate straightforward identification:

1. Language and Translation: Biblical Hebrew and Greek do not contain explicit racial
descriptors comparable to modern terminology. Words such as "Cushite" or "Ethiopian" denote
geography more than precise racial identity.

2. Cultural Context: Ancient societies understood identity through tribe, clan, and nation rather
than skin color alone. This socio-cultural framework affects how we interpret biblical
references to peoples and their physical characteristics.



3. Historical Bias: Later interpretations of biblical texts, especially in Western contexts, have
sometimes downplayed or ignored the African presence in biblical history due to Eurocentric
perspectives.

Despite these challenges, archaeological findings and historical records outside the Bible confirm
the interactions between Israel and African civilizations, reinforcing the likelihood that black people
are indeed present in biblical narratives.

Roles and Contributions of Black Individuals in Biblical
Narratives

Black people in the Bible were not mere background figures; many held significant roles:

e Leadership and Royalty: Figures such as the Cushite king Ebed-melech (Jeremiah 38:7-13)
exemplify African leadership within biblical history. Ebed-melech’s intervention saved the
prophet Jeremiah, signaling moral and political influence.

e Prophetic and Servant Roles: Ethiopian eunuchs mentioned in the book of Acts (Acts
8:26-40) were among the first African converts to Christianity, illustrating the early inclusion
of Africans in the Christian faith.

e Inter-ethnic Marriages: The mention of Moses’ Cushite wife and other cross-cultural unions

reflects the integration of black people within the Israelite community, challenging notions of
racial exclusivity.

Theological Implications and Modern Relevance

The recognition of black people in the Bible has profound theological and social implications,
especially in discussions about race, identity, and inclusion in religious communities.

Reframing Biblical Interpretation

Acknowledging African presence in the Bible encourages a re-examination of scriptural
interpretations to counteract racial biases. This reframing promotes a more inclusive theology that
honors the diversity of God’s creation and the multicultural reality of biblical history.

Empowerment and Identity for African and African Diaspora



Christians

For many black Christians worldwide, identifying with biblical figures who share their heritage
fosters a sense of pride and spiritual affirmation. It challenges historical marginalization and
supports movements that seek to reclaim African contributions to biblical history and Christian
tradition.

Impact on Interfaith and Intercultural Dialogue

Understanding the biblical African presence can enhance dialogues between African and Middle
Eastern cultures, enriching interfaith conversations and promoting mutual respect. It underscores
the interconnectedness of biblical peoples and emphasizes shared human experiences across ethnic
divides.

Conclusion: Embracing Diversity in Biblical
Scholarship

Exploring the presence of black people in the Bible reveals a complex, multi-ethnic tapestry that
defies simplistic racial categorizations. Through careful historical analysis and attentive theological
reflection, scholars and believers alike gain a fuller appreciation of the Bible’s cultural richness. This
ongoing exploration not only deepens biblical understanding but also invites contemporary faith
communities to embrace diversity as a vital component of their spiritual heritage. Recognizing black
people in the Bible thus becomes an essential step toward fostering inclusivity and honoring the
multifaceted narrative of human history embedded within sacred texts.
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black people in the bible: African Americans and the Bible Vincent L. Wimbush, 2012-09-01
Perhaps no other group of people has been as much formed by biblical texts and tropes as African
Americans. From literature and the arts to popular culture and everyday life, the Bible courses
through black society and culture like blood through veins. Despite the enormous recent interest in
African American religion, relatively little attention has been paid to the diversity of ways in which
African Americans have utilized the Bible.African Americans and the Bibleis the fruit of a four-year
collaborative research project directed by Vincent L. Wimbush and funded by the Lilly Endowment.
It brings together scholars and experts (sixty-eight in all) from a wide range of academic and artistic
fields and disciplines--including ethnography, cultural history, and biblical studies as well as art,
music, film, dance, drama, and literature. The focus is on the interaction between the people known
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as African Americans and that complex of visions, rhetorics, and ideologies known as the Bible. As
such, the book is less about the meaning(s) of the Bible than about the Bible and meaning(s), less
about the world(s) of the Bible than about how worlds and the Bible interact--in short, about how a
text constructs a people and a people constructs a text. It is about a particular sociocultural
formation but also about the dynamics that obtain in the interrelation between any group of people
and sacred texts in general. ThusAfrican Americans and the Bibleprovides an exemplum of
sociocultural formation and a critical lens through which the process of sociocultural formation can
be viewed.

black people in the bible: The African American Guide to the Bible Dr. H. C. Felder,
2015-10-09 The African American Guide to the Bible makes the case for the relevance of the Bible
from the perspective of people of color. It presents a comprehensive biblical view of topics of
interest to African Americans and clarifies racial issues for white people. Part I addresses the
inspiration of the Bible by giving evidence for its authenticity. A considerable amount of time is
spent on examining the original text of the Bible, the archeological evidence, and the evidence from
predictive prophecy to demonstrate the uniqueness of the Bible. Part II deals with the black
presence in the Bible by demonstrating the prominence of people of color and black people in
particular by highlighting their importance in the plan of God. It explains what it means to be black
and demonstrates that the scientific and biblical evidence are both consistent with respect to race.
Part III is a response to the arguments of racism used by critics of the Bible. For example,
Christianity is the white man's religion and The Bible supports slavery and racism. These arguments
are examined and evaluated in light of scripture and the context of history. Part IV deals with the
unity of humanity from a biblical perspective. It shows why racism is not only unbiblical but is evil
when understood from the perspective of God. The arguments advanced in this book are the result of
careful scientific and biblical analysis to present a unified view of humanity.

black people in the bible: HIDDEN IDENTITY OF BLACKS IN THE BIBLE Jeremiah Jael
Israel, 2024-02-21 This book is part of our Israelite series. There is much debate in the Christian
community about who and where the Israelites are or if they even exist anymore. Here we answer
those questions with empirical proof, we also provide irrefutable evidence showing that Africa is
where the Biblical land Israel is located. Check out all the books in our series; most are available in
the following formats: audiobook, eBook, paperback, and hardcover. Proof Jesus is Not God by
Jeremiah Israel The Law vs. Grace by Jeremiah Israel Did the White Man Invent Jesus? by Jeremiah
Jael Israel How We Became Black Hebrew Israelites: A Story of Love by Jeremiah Jael Israel The
Book of Acts by Jeremiah Jael Israel The Tithing Deception by Jeremiah Jael Israel Hidden Identity of
Blacks in the Bible by Jeremiah Jael Israel Hidden Identity of Blacks in the Bible: 10th Anniversary
Expanded Edition by Jeremiah Jael Israel Who Are the Gentiles? by Jeremiah Israel The Virgin Mary
Deception by Jeremiah Israel

black people in the bible: The African American Guide to the Bible H.C. Felder, 2018-10-31
The African American Guide to the Bible makes the case for the relevance of the Bible from the
perspective of people of color. It presents a comprehensive biblical view of topics of interest to
African Americans and clarifies racial issues for white people. Part 1 addresses the inspiration of the
Bible by giving evidence for its authenticity. A considerable amount of time is spent on examining
the original text of the Bible, the archeological evidence, and the evidence from predictive prophecy
to demonstrate the uniqueness of the Bible. Part 2 deals with the black presence in the Bible by
demonstrating the prominence of people of color and black people in particular by highlighting their
importance in the plan of God. It explains what it means to be black and demonstrates that the
scientific and biblical evidence are both consistent with respect to race. Part 3 is a response to the
arguments of racism used by critics of the Bible, for example, Christianity is the white man's religion
and Bible supports slavery and racism. These arguments are examined and evaluated in light of
scripture and the context of history. Part 4 deals with the unity of humanity from a biblical
perspective. It shows why racism is not only unbiblical but is evil when understood from the
perspective of God.




black people in the bible: History in Black Yaacov Shavit, 2013-11-12 The development of
Afrocentric historical writing is explored in this study which traces this recording of history from the
Hellenistic-Roman period to the 19th century. Afrocentric writers are depicted as searching for the
unique primary source of culture from one period to the next. Such passing on of cultural traits from
the ancient model from the classical period to the origin of culture in Egypt and Africa is shown as
being a product purely of creative history.

black people in the bible: Ebony, 1969-03 EBONY is the flagship magazine of Johnson
Publishing. Founded in 1945 by John H. Johnson, it still maintains the highest global circulation of
any African American-focused magazine.

black people in the bible: The Bible in Africa Gerald West, Musa Dube, 2021-10-01 Although
the arrival of the Bible in Africa has often been a tale of terror, the Bible has become an African
book. This volume explores the many ways in which Africans have made the Bible their own. The
essays in this book offer a glimpse of the rich resources that constitute Africa's engagement with the
Bible. Among the topics are: the historical development of biblical interpretation in Africa, the
relationship between African biblical scholarship and scholarship in the West, African resources for
reading the Bible, the history and role of vernacular translation in particular African contexts, the
ambiguity of the Bible in Africa, the power of the Bible as text and symbol, and the intersections
between class, race, gender, and culture in African biblical interpretation. The book also contains an
extensive bibliography of African biblical scholarship. In fact, it is one of the most comprehensive
collections of African biblical scholarship available in print. This publication has also been published
in paperback, please click here for details.

black people in the bible: Black Theology Anthony Reddie, 2012 An accessible introduction
to Black Theology, helping readers understand the inherited legacy of 'race’, ethnicity, difference
and racism, as well as the diversity and vibrancy of this movement.

black people in the bible: Biblical Strategies for a Community in Crisis Colleen Birchett,
1995-04 Through inspirational messages and warnings, 11 leading Christian thinkers share with
readers the major challenges facing the African American community and its church. Readers are
given biblical strategies for facing these challenges. 12 lessons. Leader's Guide also available.

black people in the bible: African American Religious Thought Cornel West, Eddie S.
Glaude, 2003-01-01 Believing that African American religious studies has reached a crossroads,
Cornel West and Eddie Glaude seek, in this landmark anthology, to steer the discipline into the
future. Arguing that the complexity of beliefs, choices, and actions of African Americans need not be
reduced to expressions of black religion, West and Glaude call for more careful reflection on the
complex relationships of African American religious studies to conceptions of class, gender, sexual
orientation, race, empire, and other values that continue to challenge our democratic ideals.

black people in the bible: Black Church Studies Stacey M. Floyd-Thomas, 2007 Religious
Studies Over the last thirty years African American voices and perspectives have become essential to
the study of the various theological disciplines. Writing out of their particular position in the North
American context, African American thinkers have contributed significantly to biblical studies,
theology, church history, ethics, sociology of religion, homiletics, pastoral care, and a number of
other fields. Frequently the work of these African American scholars is brought together in the
seminary curriculum under the rubric of the black church studies class. Drawing on these several
disciplines, the black church studies class seeks to give an account of the broad meaning of
Christian faith in the African American experience. Up to now, however, there has not been a single,
comprehensive textbook designed to meet the needs of students and instructors in these classes.
Black Church Studies: An Introduction will meet that need. Drawing on the work of specialists in
several fields, it introduces all of the core theological disciplines from an African American
standpoint, from African American biblical interpretation to womanist theology and and ethics to
sociological understandings of the life of African American churches. It will become an indispensable
resource for all those preparing to serve in African American congregations, or to understand
African American contributions to the study of Christian faith. Looks at the diverse definitions and




functions of the Black Church as well as the ways in which race, class, religion, and gender inform
its evolution. Provides a comprehensive view of the contributions of African American Scholarship to
the current theological discussion. Written by scholars with broad expertise in a number of subject
areas and disciplines. Will enable the reader to relate the work of African American theological
scholars to the tasks of preaching, teaching, and leading in local congregations. Will provide the
reader the most comprehensive understanding of African American theological scholarship available
in one volume. Stacey Floyd-Thomas, Brite Divinity School Juan Floyd-Thomas, Texas Christian
University Carol B. Duncan, Wilfrid Laurier University Stephen G. Ray Jr., Lutheran Theological
Seminary-Philadelphia Nancy Lynne Westfield, Drew University Theology/Theology and
Doctrine/Contemporary Theology

black people in the bible: Oneness Embraced Tony Evans, 2011-02-01 Black/white relations in
the culture at large and in the church in particular continue to be a stain on America's respectable
reputation. The church has clearly failed and must seek to function by God's kingdom perspective. In
this legacy message, Tony Evans seeks to promote a biblical understanding of the kingdom
foundation of oneness by detailing why we don't have it, what we need to do to get it, and what it
will look like when we live it. Fully encompassing areas of unity, history, culture, the church and
social justice, Evans looks to the scriptures for the balance between righteousness and justice that is
crucial for applying in this generation and in training the next. A full section on black church history
provides a background and understanding that has often been neglected. Recalling experiences in
his own evangelical journey, Evans shares kingdom minded approaches for biblical justice and social
restoration. To better glorify God and help heal the persistent racial divide, all church members
would do well to read and learn from Oneness Embraced.

black people in the bible: Religious Education in the African American Tradition Kenneth H.
Hill, 2012-11 Schweitzer?s goal in this book is to explore what postmodernity actually means for
theology and how theology and the church may respond to its challenges. He focuses on the life
cycle as it is changing with the advent of postmodernity, looking sequentially at segments of the life
cycle using different lenses: modernity, postmodernity, and responses from church and theology.
Schweitzer concludes with a theology of the life cycle.

black people in the bible: Sexuality and the Black Church Douglas, Kelly Brown,
2018-09-26

black people in the bible: ThirdWay, 1979-07 Monthly current affairs magazine from a
Christian perspective with a focus on politics, society, economics and culture.

black people in the bible: The Oxford Handbook of Postcolonial Biblical Criticism R. S.
Sugirtharajah, 2023 The Oxford Handbook of Postcolonial Biblical Criticism is a comprehensive
treatment of a relatively new form of scholarship. Generally speaking, postcolonialism aims to
critique and dismantle hegemonic worldviews and power structures, while giving voice to previously
marginalized peoples and systems of thought. This approach has inevitably engaged with the text
and reception of the Bible, a scripture that Western colonizers introduced to-and often imposed
upon-their colonial subjects. With a globally diverse list of contributors, the Handbook aims to cover
the perspective and context of the authors of the Bible, as well as the modern experiences of
imperialism, resistance, decolonization, and nationalism.

black people in the bible: The Stolen Bible Gerald O. West, 2016-08-09 The Stolen Bible tells
the story of how Southern Africans have interacted with the Bible from its arrival in Dutch imperial
ships in the mid-1600s through to contemporary post-apartheid South Africa. The Stolen Bible
emphasises African agency and distinguishes between African receptions of the Bible and African
receptions of missionary-colonial Christianity. Through a series of detailed historical, geographical,
and hermeneutical case-studies the book analyses Southern African receptions of the Bible,
including the earliest African encounters with the Bible, the translation of the Bible into an African
language, the appropriation of the Bible by African Independent Churches, the use of the Bible in
the Black liberation struggle, and the ways in which the Bible is embodied in the lives of ordinary
Africans.




black people in the bible: Anglican Theology Stephen Burns, James Tengatenga, 2024-06-30 It
is now widely acknowledged that Anglicanism, far from being centred on western contexts is a
worldwide phenomenon, with some of its liveliest corners located in the global south. Yet the
Anglican theology which is taught in institutions is still focused overwhelmingly on a handful of
British and North American voices. By exploring the work of eighteen tricontinential and
marginalized Anglican theologians, this book begins to correct widespread bias in Anglican theology
towards Britain and North Atlantic contexts. The chapters it gathers consider the methods, concerns
and contributions to Anglican thinkers from Africa, Asia, Pasifika, South America and eastern
European settings, amongst minoritized migrants to North Atlantic countries. Chapters include
Esther Mombo on Jenny Te Paa-Daniel, Michael Jagessar on Mukti Barton, and Keun-Joo Christine
Pae on Kwok Pui-lan.

black people in the bible: Aluta Continua Biblical Hermeneutics for Liberation Obvious
Vengeyi, Joachim Kugler, 2013 This book was passed as a PhD thesis at Bayreuth University,
Germany. The author challenges African Biblical scholars and Christian leaders to premise Biblical
interpretation on the experiences of the often neglected underclasses. The author argues that from a
comparative historical, cultural and material methodological point of view, the experiences of the
Zimbabwean underclasses whose collective ordeal is represented by the experiences of domestic
workers are strikingly similar to those suffered by slaves among other underclasses in the biblical
world. In the same way religion was appropriated by the elite to validate oppression of the
underclasses in the biblical world, the author shows that since the colonial era, Christianity in
Africa, through biblical interpretation among many other tactics has been an influential force on the
side of the dominant class to advance their racial, class and gender interests. To date, in Zimbabwe
for example, the Bible (and religion in general) is manipulated by the dominant minority to justify
and entrench the exploitation of the majority underclasses. On the other hand, the author observes
that the history of ancient Israel, Roman colonial Palestine and colonial Zimbabwe evidences that
when religion is appropriated (and/or the Bible is read and interpreted) from the historical cultural
and material conditions of the underclasses, it can be a valuable resource not only for their
mobilization to overthrow oppressive systems but also for justifying their resistance tactics. Aluta
Continua!!(The Struggle goes on!!).

black people in the bible: The Biblical Journey of Slavery Lynette Joseph-Bani, 2010-07-13
Th e narrative presented provides a source of enlightenment for descendants of the African
Diaspora. The past enslavement of Captive Africans was not an accident, but fulfillment of Biblical
prophecy. The Prophet Moses warned in scripture, that, the Hebrews will be enslaved in the latter
days, by a nation of fierce countenance, and taken away naked in ships. A yoke of iron will be on
their necks, no regard for the old or favour for the young (Deut. 28:48-50; 64-68). Th e 400 years of
Hebrew slavery in Egypt, is paralled with 400 years the Atlantic Slave Trade endured for African
people. The Ancestral history of the African Diaspora provides knowledge of a legacy of greatness as
well as an inheritance of sad consequences brought about through a curse for disobedience. Th e
text will show that the Anglo American world power fits the description of the last world power that
will enslave the people who were delivered, from Egyptian bondage. Illustrations and maps provide
information on ancient lands and the people of scripture. It challenges the accepted view of the
masses on characters of scripture, and will show from the Bible and secular historical accounts
where descendants of a family that started out in Mesopotamia can be found today. Black People
need to recognize their roots in order to grow, and become fi t for the services they were created to
perform. The journey will aquaint readers with the contributions Africans made to the world,and the
inherited legacy theyve been denied.
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