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The Enduring Charm of The Great Expectations by Charles Dickens

the great expectations by charles dickens stands as one of the most celebrated novels in English
literature, captivating readers for generations with its rich storytelling, memorable characters, and
profound themes. First published in 1860-1861 as a serial, this classic work delves into the journey
of a young orphan named Pip as he navigates the complexities of social class, ambition, love, and
self-discovery in Victorian England. Whether you're a longtime fan of Dickens or encountering the
tale for the first time, exploring this novel offers a fascinating glimpse into human nature and
society.

Understanding the Plot of The Great Expectations by
Charles Dickens

At its core, The Great Expectations by Charles Dickens follows the life of Philip Pirrip, known as Pip,
who begins his journey as a humble blacksmith’s apprentice. The story kicks off with Pip’s encounter
with an escaped convict, a meeting that unexpectedly shapes his future. Soon after, Pip is
introduced to the wealthy and eccentric Miss Havisham and her beautiful but cold-hearted ward,
Estella. These early experiences ignite Pip’s desire to rise above his modest beginnings.

As the narrative unfolds, Pip receives a mysterious fortune from an unknown benefactor, propelling
him into London’s high society. This newfound wealth fuels his "great expectations" of becoming a
gentleman and winning Estella’s affection. However, the novel masterfully explores how ambition
and social aspirations can lead to moral dilemmas and personal growth. Pip’s journey is as much
about understanding who he is as it is about achieving wealth or status.

Key Characters and Their Significance

One of the reasons The Great Expectations by Charles Dickens endures is its unforgettable cast of
characters:

- **Pip**: The protagonist whose growth from innocence to experience forms the backbone of the
story.
- **Miss Havisham**: A wealthy spinster frozen in time, representing heartbreak and the destructive
power of revenge.
- **Estella**: Raised by Miss Havisham to break men’s hearts, Estella embodies the conflict between
love and cruelty.
- **Joe Gargery**: Pip’s kind-hearted brother-in-law and a symbol of loyalty and humility.
- **Magwitch**: The convict whose unexpected generosity challenges Pip’s understanding of
gratitude and social class.

Each character adds layers of complexity, making the novel a rich study of human emotions and
societal roles.



The Themes That Make The Great Expectations by
Charles Dickens Timeless

Dickens was a master at weaving social commentary into his stories, and The Great Expectations is
no exception. Several themes stand out, resonating with readers across time and cultures.

Social Class and Ambition

One of the central themes in the novel is the rigid class structure of Victorian England and how it
affects personal identity and relationships. Pip’s desire to become a gentleman stems from his
dissatisfaction with his low social standing. However, Dickens critiques the superficiality of class
distinctions and suggests that true worth lies in character rather than wealth or title. This theme
remains relevant today, prompting readers to reflect on societal expectations and personal values.

Crime and Punishment

The presence of convicts and the criminal justice system play a significant role in the story.
Magwitch’s transformation from a feared criminal to Pip’s benefactor challenges stereotypes and
highlights themes of redemption and forgiveness. Dickens uses these elements to question the
fairness of the justice system and emphasize compassion over judgment.

Love, Rejection, and Forgiveness

Pip’s relationships, especially with Estella and Joe, explore the complexities of love and rejection.
Estella’s coldness and Miss Havisham’s bitterness create emotional barriers, while Joe’s unwavering
kindness offers a counterpoint of unconditional love. The novel’s exploration of forgiveness and
personal growth makes it emotionally compelling.

Why The Great Expectations by Charles Dickens Still
Matters Today

More than 150 years after its publication, The Great Expectations by Charles Dickens continues to
be studied, adapted, and cherished worldwide. Its exploration of universal themes like identity,
social mobility, and human kindness keeps it relevant. Furthermore, Dickens’ vivid descriptions and
dramatic storytelling make it accessible and engaging for modern readers.

Literary Style and Narrative Technique

Dickens’ use of first-person narration allows readers to experience Pip’s thoughts and emotions



intimately. His detailed portrayal of settings—from the grim marshes to bustling London—creates a
vivid backdrop that enhances the mood and themes. The novel’s serialized origin also means it’s
packed with cliffhangers and suspense, keeping readers hooked.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

The Great Expectations has inspired countless adaptations, including films, stage plays, television
series, and even operas. Each adaptation brings new interpretations, highlighting the story’s
versatility and enduring appeal. For anyone interested in literature or history, exploring these
versions can provide fresh insights into Dickens’ masterpiece.

Tips for Reading and Appreciating The Great
Expectations by Charles Dickens

If you’re planning to dive into this classic, here are a few pointers to enhance your experience:

Take your time: Dickens’ language and Victorian context might seem dense initially, but
patience reveals rewarding depth.

Focus on character development: Pay attention to how Pip and others change throughout
the novel; their growth is central to the narrative.

Consider the social commentary: Reflect on the historical backdrop and what Dickens
might be saying about society.

Explore supplementary materials: Reading analyses, watching adaptations, or listening to
audiobooks can enrich your understanding.

Discuss with others: Sharing thoughts with fellow readers or book clubs often uncovers new
viewpoints.

Engaging thoughtfully with the novel not only deepens appreciation but also connects its 19th-
century world to our own lives.

The Great Expectations by Charles Dickens: A Journey
Worth Taking

Ultimately, The Great Expectations by Charles Dickens is much more than a coming-of-age story. It
is a profound exploration of human nature, society, and the challenges of growing up. Through Pip’s
eyes, readers witness the joys and pains of ambition, the impact of kindness and cruelty, and the
possibility of redemption. Whether you’re drawn by its rich characters, its insightful social critique,



or its timeless themes, this novel offers a journey that resonates long after the final page is turned.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Great Expectations' by Charles
Dickens?
The main theme of 'Great Expectations' is the personal growth and moral development of the
protagonist, Pip, as he navigates social class, ambition, and self-discovery.

Who is the protagonist of 'Great Expectations'?
The protagonist of 'Great Expectations' is Pip, an orphan boy who aspires to become a gentleman.

How does social class impact the story in 'Great Expectations'?
Social class plays a crucial role in 'Great Expectations,' influencing characters' relationships and
Pip's ambitions as he moves from humble beginnings to wealth and status.

What role does Magwitch play in Pip's life?
Magwitch is the convict who secretly becomes Pip's benefactor, funding his transformation into a
gentleman and significantly impacting Pip's life and values.

How does Charles Dickens critique Victorian society in 'Great
Expectations'?
Dickens critiques Victorian society by exposing the flaws in the class system, the pursuit of wealth,
and the superficiality of social status through Pip's experiences.

What is the significance of the character Estella in the novel?
Estella represents unattainable love and social ambition for Pip; she is raised to break men's hearts,
reflecting themes of manipulation and emotional growth.

How does Pip's character evolve throughout 'Great
Expectations'?
Pip evolves from an innocent and naive boy to a more mature and self-aware man who understands
the true value of loyalty, kindness, and humility.

What role does Joe Gargery play in the novel?
Joe Gargery, Pip's brother-in-law, symbolizes kindness, loyalty, and the goodness of the working
class, serving as a moral anchor for Pip.



How does the setting influence the mood of 'Great
Expectations'?
The gloomy marshes, decaying Satis House, and bustling London create contrasting moods that
reflect Pip's internal struggles and the novel's themes of decay and ambition.

What is the significance of the ending of 'Great Expectations'?
The ending, which varies between versions, emphasizes themes of redemption, forgiveness, and the
possibility of new beginnings for Pip and Estella.

Additional Resources
The Enduring Influence of The Great Expectations by Charles Dickens: A Critical Exploration

the great expectations by charles dickens stands as one of the most celebrated novels in
Victorian literature and continues to captivate readers worldwide. First published serially between
1860 and 1861, this coming-of-age story has been subject to extensive literary analysis and remains
a staple in academic curriculums. Beyond its narrative charm, the novel offers profound insights into
themes such as social class, personal development, and the complexities of human relationships,
making it a rich subject for both literary enthusiasts and scholars.

Contextualizing The Great Expectations by Charles
Dickens

Charles Dickens wrote The Great Expectations during the latter part of his prolific career, a period
marked by his keen interest in social reform and human psychology. The novel is often considered
semi-autobiographical, reflecting Dickens’s own experiences of social mobility and personal
aspirations. Set in early 19th-century England, the story follows the life of Pip, an orphan who
dreams of rising above his humble beginnings to become a gentleman.

The setting of the novel is crucial to understanding its social commentary. From the marshes of Kent
to the bustling streets of London, Dickens meticulously crafts environments that symbolize the rigid
class structures and moral ambiguity of his time. This geographic and social backdrop serves as a
canvas for exploring the conflicts between wealth and poverty, innocence and corruption, and loyalty
and betrayal.

In-depth Analysis of Themes and Characters

Social Class and Ambition

At the heart of The Great Expectations by Charles Dickens lies a penetrating examination of social



class. Pip’s journey from a blacksmith’s apprentice to a gentleman funded by an anonymous
benefactor underscores the Victorian obsession with wealth and status. The novel critiques the
superficiality of social climbing and questions whether true gentility comes from birthright, money,
or personal virtues.

Dickens’s portrayal of wealth is multifaceted. Characters such as Miss Havisham, who is frozen in
time by her jilted past, embody the decay hidden beneath aristocratic grandeur. Conversely, Joe
Gargery, Pip’s brother-in-law and a humble blacksmith, represents the nobility of kindness and
integrity. This contrast invites readers to reassess the values society places on class distinctions.

Personal Growth and Moral Development

The narrative structure of The Great Expectations by Charles Dickens follows the classic
Bildungsroman tradition, tracing Pip’s moral and psychological development. Initially naïve and
impressionable, Pip’s encounters with various characters challenge his perceptions and force him to
confront his flaws.

One of the novel’s most compelling aspects is its exploration of guilt and redemption. Pip’s
recognition of his own vanity and ingratitude, especially towards Joe, adds a layer of emotional
depth rarely seen in Dickens’s earlier works. The author’s nuanced portrayal of Pip’s internal
struggles emphasizes the importance of self-awareness and humility in personal growth.

Complex Human Relationships

Interpersonal dynamics in The Great Expectations are intricate and often fraught with tension. The
enigmatic figure of Miss Havisham, who raises Estella to break men’s hearts as revenge for her own
betrayal, creates a web of emotional manipulation that impacts Pip profoundly. This relationship
highlights themes of love, obsession, and the destructive power of unresolved trauma.

Additionally, the novel delves into loyalty and betrayal through characters like Magwitch, the convict
who becomes Pip’s secret benefactor. Magwitch’s transformation from a feared criminal to a figure
deserving empathy complicates the reader’s moral judgments and challenges societal prejudices.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques

Dickens’s narrative style in The Great Expectations by Charles Dickens is notable for its vivid
imagery, memorable characters, and a blend of humor and pathos. His use of first-person narration
creates an intimate connection between Pip and the reader, allowing an immersive experience of his
psychological evolution.

The novel’s serialized publication influenced its structure, with cliffhangers and episodic
developments maintaining reader engagement over months. This format also allowed Dickens to
respond to contemporary social issues and reader feedback, enriching the text’s relevance.



Symbolism and Motifs

Symbolism permeates the novel, enhancing its thematic complexity. The decaying Satis House,
where Miss Havisham dwells, symbolizes stagnation and the corrosive effects of living in the past.
Similarly, the mist-shrouded marshes evoke uncertainty and the murky moral landscape Pip must
navigate.

Motifs of imprisonment and freedom recur throughout the story, reflecting both physical captivity
and psychological entrapment. These elements underscore the tension between societal expectations
and individual desires.

Comparative Insights and Cultural Impact

When compared to Dickens’s other major works, such as Oliver Twist and David Copperfield, The
Great Expectations by Charles Dickens offers a more introspective and psychologically complex
protagonist. While earlier novels often focused on external social injustices, this work delves deeper
into internal conflicts and ethical dilemmas.

The novel’s enduring popularity has led to numerous adaptations in film, theater, and television,
each interpreting its themes for new audiences. Its influence extends beyond literature, informing
discussions on social mobility, identity, and the human condition.

Pros and Cons from a Contemporary Perspective

Pros: Rich character development, timeless exploration of social themes, and a compelling
narrative structure that appeals to diverse audiences.

Cons: Some readers may find the Victorian prose style dense or the pacing slow compared to
modern novels; certain plot elements reflect the period’s social attitudes, which may require
contextual understanding.

In examining The Great Expectations by Charles Dickens, it becomes evident that the novel
transcends its historical context to offer universal reflections on ambition, identity, and morality. Its
layered storytelling and complex characters continue to inspire readers and critics alike, ensuring its
place as a cornerstone of English literature.
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  the great expectations by charles dickens: Great Expectations Charles Dickens, 1881 One
of the finest novels by iconic British author Charles Dickens, this Victorian tale follows the
good-natured orphan Pip as he makes his way through life. As a boy, Pip crosses paths with a convict
named Magwitch, a man who will heavily influence Pip’s adulthood. Meanwhile, the earnest young
man falls for the beautiful Estella, the adoptive daughter of the affluent and eccentric Miss
Havisham. Widely considered to be Dickens's last great book, the story is steeped in romance and
features the writer's familiar themes of crime, punishment, and societal struggle.
  the great expectations by charles dickens: Great Expectations Charles Dickens,
1998-04-07 Originally published in serial form from December 1860 to August 1861, Great
Expectations is the ‘autobiography’ of Pip, as he transformed from apprentice village blacksmith to a
London gentleman. Unlike many of Dickens’s earlier works, the novel is not so much a protest
against social evils as a sustained meditation upon the process of social reform in Victorian England.
It is this which gives such importance to the book’s handling of the theme of the gentleman, a theme
central both to Dickens’s society and to his own life story.
  the great expectations by charles dickens: A Great Expectations in Plain and Simple
English (Includes Study Guide, Complete Unabridged Book, Historical Context, Biography
Charles Dickens, 2012-08-14 Great Expectations is epic! Hundreds of pages, dozens of characters
and settings--it's easy to lose track of things. Let BookCaps help with this comprehensive annotated
study guide that is complete with character profiles (with pronunciations for names harder to
pronounce), chapter summaries, analysis of themes, historical context, and much more! This
annotated edition includes the original book with a comprehensive study guide and biography about
the life and times of Charles Dickens. We all need refreshers every now and then. Whether you are a
student trying to cram for that big final, or someone just trying to understand a book more,
BookCaps can help. We are a small, but growing company, and are adding titles every month.
  the great expectations by charles dickens: Great Expectations Charles Dickens, 1994-01
With a new introduction and notes, this edition of Great Expectations offers new insights into one of
Dickens's most fascinating and disturbing novels. Charting the progess of Pip from childhood to
adulthood, Dickens shows the dangers of being driven by a desire for wealth and social status. As
Pip moves from the Kent marshes to busy, commercial London, encountering many extraordinary
characters--from Magwitch, the escaped convict, to Miss Havisham, a woman locked up with her
past--he is confronted with the challenge of establishing a sense of his own identity and values
contrary to the plans others have for him.
  the great expectations by charles dickens: Great Expectations, Charles Dickens Anny Sadrin,
1999
  the great expectations by charles dickens: Charles Dickens's Great Expectations Harold
Bloom, 2010 Presents a collection of interpretations of Charles Dickens's novel, Great expectations.
  the great expectations by charles dickens: Great Expectations Charles Dickens,
2011-06-03 A terrifying encounter with an escaped convict in a graveyard on the wild Kent marshes;
a summons to meet the bitter, decaying Miss Havisham and her beautiful, cold-hearted ward Estella;
the sudden generosity of a mysterious benefactor - these form a series of events that change the
orphaned Pip's life forever, and he eagerly abandons his humble origins to begin a new life as a
gentleman. Dickens' haunting late novel depicts Pip's education and development through adversity
as he discovers the true nature of his 'great expectations'.
  the great expectations by charles dickens: Great Expectations Nahmy Publication, Charles
Dickens, 2020-05-28 Great Expectations by Charles Dickens is a real classic. You should grab it and
read it to experience it yourself. Here's a simple plot to Great Expectations by Charles Dickens On
Christmas Eve, around 1812, Pip, an orphan about seven years old, encounters an escaped convict in
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the village churchyard, while visiting the graves of his parents and siblings. Pip now lives with his
hot-tempered elder sister and her kind husband, Joe Gargery, a blacksmith. The convict scares Pip
into stealing food and a metal file. Early Christmas morning, Pip returns with the file, a pie, and
brandy, though he fears being punished. During Christmas Dinner that evening, at the moment Pip's
theft is about to be discovered, soldiers arrive and ask Joe to repair some shackles. Joe and Pip
accompany them as they recapture the convict, who is fighting with another escaped convict. The
first convict confesses to stealing food from the smithy, clearing Pip of suspicion. A few years pass
Miss Havisham, a wealthy, reclusive spinster who was jilted at the altar and still wears her old
wedding dress lives in the dilapidated Satis House. She asks Mr Pumblechook, a relation of the
Gargerys, to find a boy to visit her. Pip visits Miss Havisham and falls in love with Estella, her
adopted daughter. Estella remains aloof and hostile to Pip, which Miss Havisham encourages. Pip
visits Miss Havisham regularly, until he is old enough to learn a trade. Joe accompanies Pip for the
last visit when she gives the money for Pip to be bound as an apprentice blacksmith. Joe's surly
assistant, Dolge Orlick, is envious of Pip and dislikes Mrs Joe. When Pip and Joe are away from the
house, Mrs Joe is brutally attacked, leaving her unable to speak or do her work. Orlick is suspected
of the attack. Mrs Joe becomes kind-hearted, but brain-damaged, after the attack. Pip's former
schoolmate Biddy joins the household to help with her care. Four years into Pip's apprenticeship, Mr
Jaggers, a lawyer, informs him that he has been provided with money from an anonymous
benefactor, allowing him to become a gentleman. Pip is to leave for London, but presuming that Miss
Havisham is his benefactor, he first visits her. ... ... Great Expectations by Charles Dickens
  the great expectations by charles dickens: Great Expectations by Charles Dickens
(Illustrated Edition) Charles Dickens, 2018-10-02 Great Expectations is the thirteenth novel by
Charles Dickens and his penultimate completed novel: a bildungsroman that depicts the personal
growth and personal development of an orphan nicknamed Pip. It is Dickens's second novel, after
David Copperfield, to be fully narrated in the first person.The novel was first published as a serial in
Dickens's weekly periodical All the Year Round, from 1 December 1860 to August 1861. In October
1861, Chapman and Hall published the novel in three volumes.,
  the great expectations by charles dickens: Great Expectations - Charles Dickens Charles
Dickens, 2021-06-10 Great Expectations is a novel by Charles Dickens first serialised in All the Year
Round from 1 December 1860 to August 1861. It is regarded as one of his greatest and most
sophisticated novels, and is one of his most enduringly popular, having been adapted for stage and
screen over 250 times. Great Expectations is written in a semi-autobiographical style, and is the
story of the orphan Pip, writing his life from his early days of childhood until adulthood. The story
can also be considered semi-autobiographical of Dickens, like much of his work, drawing on his
experiences of life and people. The action of the story takes place from Christmas Eve, 1812, when
the protagonist is about seven years old, to the winter of 1840. My Website: LYFREEDOM.COM
  the great expectations by charles dickens: Great Expectations by Charles Dickens -
Illustrated Charles Dickens, 2017-10-21 Great Expectations Great Expectations is the thirteenth
novel by Charles Dickens and his penultimate completed novel; a bildungsroman that depicts the
personal growth and personal development of an orphan nicknamed Pip. The novel is set in Kent and
London in the early to mid-19th century and contains some of Dickens's most memorable scenes,
including the opening in a graveyard, where the young Pip is accosted by the escaped convict, Abel
Magwitch. Great Expectations is full of extreme imagery-poverty, prison ships and chains, and fights
to the death-and has a colourful cast of characters who have entered popular culture. These include
the eccentric Miss Havisham, the beautiful but cold Estella, and Joe, the unsophisticated and kind
blacksmith. Dickens's themes include wealth and poverty, love and rejection, and the eventual
triumph of good over evil.
  the great expectations by charles dickens: Great Expectations with Connections Charles
Dickens, 2000-01-01
  the great expectations by charles dickens: Great Expectations by Charles Dickens Charles
Dickens, 2017-10-28 The novel is set in Kent and London in the early to mid-19th century and



contains some of Dickens's most memorable scenes, including the opening in a graveyard, where the
young Pip is accosted by the escaped convict, Abel Magwitch.Great Expectations is full of extreme
imagery-poverty, prison ships and chains, and fights to the death-and has a colourful cast of
characters who have entered popular culture. These include the eccentric Miss Havisham, the
beautiful but cold Estella, and Joe, the unsophisticated and kind blacksmith. Dickens's themes
include wealth and poverty, love and rejection, and the eventual triumph of good over evil. Great
Expectations, which is popular both with readers and literary critics, has been translated into many
languages and adapted numerous times into various media.
  the great expectations by charles dickens: Great Expectations (illustrated) by Charles
Dickens Charles Dickens, 2019-01-15 One of Charles Dickens's most fascinating novels, Great
Expectations follows the orphan Pip as he leaves behind a childhood of misery and poverty after an
anonymous benefactor offers him a chance at the life of a gentleman. From young Pip's first
terrifying encounter with the convict Magwitch in the gloom of a graveyard to the splendidly morbid
set pieces in Miss Havisham's mansion to the magnificently realized boat chase down the Thames,
the novel is filled with the transcendent excitement that Dickens could so abundantly provide.
Written in 1860 at the height of his maturity, it also reveals the novelist's bittersweet understanding
of the extent to which our deepest moral dilemmas are born of our own obsessions and illusions.
Great Expectations is Charles Dickens's thirteenth novel.
  the great expectations by charles dickens: Great Expectations Charles Dickens, 2010-12-28
Introduction by George Bernard Shaw • Nominated as one of America’s best-loved novels by PBS’s
The Great American Read Pip, a poor orphan being raised by a cruel sister, does not have much in
the way of great expectations—until he is inexplicably elevated to wealth by an anonymous
benefactor. Full of unforgettable characters—including a terrifying convict named Magwitch, the
eccentric Miss Havisham, and her beautiful but manipulative niece, Estella, Great Expectations is a
tale of intrigue, unattainable love, and all of the happiness money can’t buy. “Great Expectations has
the most wonderful and most perfectly worked-out plot for a novel in the English language,”
according to John Irving, and J. Hillis Miller declares, “Great Expectations is the most unified and
concentrated expression of Dickens’s abiding sense of the world, and Pip might be called the
archetypal Dickens hero.” INCLUDES A MODERN LIBRARY READING GROUP GUIDE
  the great expectations by charles dickens: Great Expectations by Charles Dickens Charles
Dickens, 2021-03-18 Great Expectations was written by Charles Dickens in 1860 and 1861. The
mid-19th century was a time of great social change in Britain. There was increasing movement from
the countryside to the towns, education was slowly improving and the legal system was being
changed. The novel reflects such changes. Great Expectations follows the childhood and young adult
years of Pip a blacksmith's apprentice in a country village. He suddenly comes into a large fortune
(his great expectations) from a mysterious benefactor and moves to London where he enters high
society. He thinks he knows where the money has come from but he turns out to be sadly mistaken.
The story also follows Pip's dealings with Estella, a young woman he adores but who cannot return
his love.
  the great expectations by charles dickens: Great Expectations Illustrated Charles
Dickens, 2020-11-15 Great Expectations is the thirteenth novel by Charles Dickens and his
penultimate completed novel, which depicts the education of an orphan nicknamed Pip (the book is a
bildungsroman, a coming-of-age story). It is Dickens's second novel, after David Copperfield, to be
fully narrated in the first person.[N 1] The novel was first published as a serial in Dickens's weekly
periodical All the Year Round, from 1 December 1860 to August 1861.[1] In October 1861, Chapman
and Hall published the novel in three volumes.[2][3][4]The novel is set in Kent and London in the
early to mid-19th century[5] and contains some of Dickens's most celebrated scenes, starting in a
graveyard, where the young Pip is accosted by the escaped convict Abel Magwitch.[6] Great
Expectations is full of extreme imagery - poverty, prison ships and chains, and fights to the death[6]
- and has a colourful cast of characters who have entered popular culture. These include the
eccentric Miss Havisham, the beautiful but cold Estella, and Joe, the unsophisticated and kind



blacksmith. Dickens's themes include wealth and poverty, love and rejection, and the eventual
triumph of good over evil.[6] Great Expectations, which is popular both with readers and literary
critics, [7][8] has been translated into many languages and adapted numerous times into various
media.Upon its release, the novel received near universal acclaim.[7] Although Dickens's
contemporary Thomas Carlyle referred to it disparagingly as that Pip nonsense, he nevertheless
reacted to each fresh installment with roars of laughter.[9] Later, George Bernard Shaw praised the
novel, as All of one piece and consistently truthful.[10] During the serial publication, Dickens was
pleased with public response to Great Expectations and its sales;[11] when the plot first formed in
his mind, he called it a very fine, new and grotesque idea.[12]In the 21st century, the novel retains
good ratings among literary critics[13] and in 2003 it was ranked 17th on the BBC's The Big Read
poll.[14
  the great expectations by charles dickens: Great Expectations Large Print Charles Dickens,
2018-08-15 Great Expectations Charles Dickens The story of the orphan Pip, writing his life from his
early days of childhood until adulthood and trying to be a gentleman along the way. The story can
also be considered semi-autobiographical of Dickens, like much of his work, drawing on his
experiences of life and people. We are delighted to publish this classic book as part of our extensive
Classic Library collection. Many of the books in our collection have been out of print for decades,
and therefore have not been accessible to the general public. The aim of our publishing program is
to facilitate rapid access to this vast reservoir of literature, and our view is that this is a significant
literary work, which deserves to be brought back into print after many decades. The contents of the
vast majority of titles in the Classic Library have been scanned from the original works. To ensure a
high quality product, each title has been meticulously hand curated by our staff. Our philosophy has
been guided by a desire to provide the reader with a book that is as close as possible to ownership of
the original work. We hope that you will enjoy this wonderful classic work, and that for you it
becomes an enriching experience.
  the great expectations by charles dickens: Great Expectations Charles Dickens,
2017-02-22 Great Expectations is the thirteenth novel by Charles Dickens and his penultimate
completed novel; a bildungsroman that depicts the personal growth and personal development of an
orphan nicknamed Pip. It is Dickens's second novel, after David Copperfield, to be fully narrated in
the first person. The novel was first published as a serial in Dickens's weekly periodical All the Year
Round, from 1 December 1860 to August 1861. In October 1861, Chapman and Hall published the
novel in three volumes.The novel is set in Kent and London in the early to mid-19th century and
contains some of Dickens' most memorable scenes, including the opening in a graveyard, where the
young Pip is accosted by the escaped convict, Abel Magwitch. Great Expectations is full of extreme
imagery-poverty, prison ships and chains, and fights to the death-and has a colourful cast of
characters who have entered popular culture. These include the eccentric Miss Havisham, the
beautiful but cold Estella, and Joe, the unsophisticated and kind blacksmith. Dickens's themes
include wealth and poverty, love and rejection, and the eventual triumph of good over evil. Great
Expectations (popular both with readers and literary critics) has been translated into many
languages and adapted numerous times into various media.
  the great expectations by charles dickens: Great Expectations Charles Dickens,
2017-07-15 Charles Dickens's Great Expectations charts the course of orphan Pip Pirrip's life as it is
transformed by a vast, mysterious inheritance. A terrifying encounter with the escaped convict Abel
Magwitch in a graveyard on the wild Kent marshes; a summons to meet the bitter, decrepit Miss
Havisham and her beautiful, cold-hearted ward Estella at Satis House; the sudden generosity of a
mysterious benefactor - these form a series of events that change the orphaned Pip's life forever,
and he eagerly abandons his humble station as an apprentice to blacksmith Joe Gargery, beginning a
new life as a gentleman. Charles Dickens's haunting late novel depicts Pip's education and
development through adversity as he discovers the true nature of his identity, and his 'great
expectations'. This definitive version uses the text from the first published edition of 1861. It
includes a map of Kent in the early nineteenth century, and appendices on Dickens's original ending



and his working notes, giving readers an illuminating glimpse into the mind of a great novelist at
work.
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