heart of darkness joseph conrad

Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad: Exploring the Depths of Colonialism and
Human Nature

heart of darkness joseph conrad is a seminal work in English literature that
continues to captivate readers and scholars alike with its profound
exploration of imperialism, morality, and the human psyche. Written by Joseph
Conrad and first published in 1899, this novella ventures deep into the
African Congo, unraveling a gripping narrative that challenges perceptions of
civilization and savagery. In this article, we’ll dive into the intricate
layers of Heart of Darkness, understand its historical context, analyze its
themes, and explore why it remains a cornerstone in literary studies today.

The Context Behind Heart of Darkness Joseph
Conrad

To truly appreciate Heart of Darkness, it helps to understand the
circumstances under which Joseph Conrad wrote the novella. Conrad himself was
a Polish-British writer who drew heavily from his own experiences as a sailor
navigating the Congo River in the late 19th century. At that time, European
powers were aggressively colonizing Africa, often exploiting its resources
and people under the guise of bringing “civilization.”

Joseph Conrad’s Personal Journey

Conrad’s voyage into the Congo in 1890 exposed him to the brutal realities of
imperialism firsthand. His observations of the exploitation, cruelty, and
moral ambiguity of colonial administrators heavily influenced Heart of
Darkness. This personal connection lends the narrative an authenticity that
resonates through its vivid descriptions and haunting atmosphere.

Historical Background: Imperialism and the Scramble
for Africa

The late 1800s marked the peak of the “Scramble for Africa,” where European
nations vied for control over African territories. The Congo, under King
Leopold II of Belgium, became notorious for its exploitation and atrocities.
Heart of Darkness critiques this imperialistic fervor, depicting it as a
destructive force that corrupts both the colonizers and the colonized.



Plot Overview: Journey into the Dark Unknown

At its core, Heart of Darkness tells the story of Marlow, a seaman who
embarks on a mission up the Congo River to find Kurtz, an ivory trader who
has become a mysterious and powerful figure in the jungle. Marlow’s journey
is not just physical but symbolic, representing a descent into the darker
aspects of human nature and the consequences of unchecked power.

Marlow as the Narrator and Protagonist

Marlow’s reflective narration adds a layer of complexity to the story.
Through his eyes, readers witness the contrast between the purportedly
“civilized” European world and the “savage” African wilderness. His
skepticism and philosophical musings invite readers to question accepted
notions of morality and progress.

The Enigmatic Kurtz

Kurtz stands as one of literature’s most enigmatic characters—charismatic yet
terrifying, idealistic yet corrupted. His descent into madness and moral
decay symbolizes the devastating effects of imperialism and the thin veneer
of civilization that can easily crumble.

Major Themes in Heart of Darkness Joseph Conrad

The novella is rich with themes that encourage readers to reflect on complex
social and psychological issues. Below are some of the most prominent themes
that make Heart of Darkness a timeless masterpiece.

Colonialism and Its Hypocrisy

Conrad exposes the brutal realities behind the rhetoric of “civilizing
missions.” Through vivid portrayals of exploitation and cruelty, the novella
critiques the greed and moral blindness that fueled European colonization.
The stark contrast between the Europeans’ self-perception and their actions
highlights the hypocrisy at the heart of imperialism.

The Duality of Human Nature

Heart of Darkness delves into the dual aspects of humanity-the capacity for



both good and evil. Characters like Kurtz embody this duality, illustrating
how societal norms can suppress or unleash one’s darker impulses. The
“darkness” referenced in the title symbolizes not only the African jungle but
also the shadowy recesses of the human soul.

The I1llusion of Civilization

The novella questions the idea that Western civilization is inherently
superior or more moral. As Marlow journeys deeper into the Congo, he
discovers that beneath the surface of order and progress lies chaos and
savagery. This theme challenges readers to rethink what it means to be
“civilized.”

Isolation and Madness

Isolation in the oppressive jungle environment leads to psychological
unraveling, as seen in Kurtz'’'s descent into madness. Conrad uses this to
explore how extreme environments and unchecked power can distort the mind and
morals.

Literary Style and Symbolism

Joseph Conrad’s writing style in Heart of Darkness is notable for its dense,
atmospheric prose and complex narrative structure. The novella is framed as a
story told by Marlow aboard a boat on the River Thames, creating layers of
narration that add depth and ambiguity.

Symbolism in Heart of Darkness

Conrad employs rich symbolism to enhance the novella’s themes:
e The Congo River: Represents the journey into the unknown and the
subconscious.

e Darkness: Symbolizes ignorance, evil, and the primal instincts within
humans.

e Kurtz’s Painting and Documents: Reflect the fragmentation of identity
and the clash between ideals and reality.

e The Wilderness: A place where societal rules dissolve and true human
nature emerges.



Use of Ambiguity and Unreliable Narration

Marlow’s storytelling is intentionally ambiguous, leaving much open to
interpretation. This narrative choice mirrors the uncertainty and moral
confusion at the novel’s core, encouraging readers to engage critically with
the text.

Impact and Legacy of Heart of Darkness Joseph
Conrad

Since its publication, Heart of Darkness has sparked significant discussion
and analysis, influencing literature, film, and postcolonial studies.

Literary Influence

The novella has inspired countless writers and has been studied for its
innovative narrative style and psychological depth. Its exploration of
darkness within humanity paved the way for modernist literature and
existential themes.

Postcolonial Criticism and Controversy

While Heart of Darkness critiques imperialism, it has also faced criticism
for its portrayal of Africa and Africans. Some scholars argue that Conrad’s
depiction perpetuates stereotypes and Eurocentric views. This ongoing debate
highlights the complexity of interpreting colonial literature in a
contemporary context.

Adaptations and Cultural References

Heart of Darkness has been adapted into various forms, most famously as the
film Apocalypse Now, which transposes the story to the Vietnam War. Its
themes continue to resonate in discussions about power, morality, and human
nature.

Tips for Reading and Understanding Heart of



Darkness

For readers approaching Heart of Darkness for the first time, here are some
suggestions to deepen your understanding and appreciation:

Consider Historical Context: Familiarize yourself with the history of
European imperialism to grasp the novella’s critical perspective.

Reflect on Symbolism: Pay attention to recurring symbols and how they
relate to the themes.

Analyze Narration: Think about how Marlow’s perspective shapes the story
and what might be left unsaid.

Engage with Criticism: Exploring different scholarly viewpoints can
enrich your interpretation.

Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness remains a powerful exploration of the human
condition set against the backdrop of colonial exploitation. Its haunting
portrayal of the thin line between civilization and savagery challenges
readers to confront uncomfortable truths about history and themselves.
Whether you’re studying it for academic purposes or reading for pleasure,
delving into this complex narrative offers a rewarding journey into
literature’s darker corners.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Joseph Conrad's 'Heart
of Darkness'?

The central theme of 'Heart of Darkness' is the exploration of the darkness
within human nature and the effects of imperialism and colonialism on both
the colonizers and the colonized.

How does Joseph Conrad portray imperialism in 'Heart
of Darkness'?
Conrad portrays imperialism as a corrupting and dehumanizing force that

brings out the worst in people, exposing greed, cruelty, and moral decay
beneath the facade of civilization.



Who is the protagonist of 'Heart of Darkness' and
what is his journey about?

The protagonist is Charles Marlow, who undertakes a journey into the African
Congo to find Kurtz, an ivory trader. His journey becomes a metaphorical
exploration of the darkness within humanity and the horrors of colonial
exploitation.

What role does the character Kurtz play in 'Heart of
Darkness'?

Kurtz represents the extreme consequences of unchecked power and moral
corruption. He is a charismatic but ultimately mad figure whose actions
exemplify the darkness at the heart of imperialism.

How does 'Heart of Darkness' address the theme of
civilization versus savagery?

The novella blurs the line between civilization and savagery, suggesting that
the veneer of civilization is thin and that savagery exists within all
humans, often revealed under certain conditions like those in the Congo.

Why is 'Heart of Darkness' considered a critique of
European colonialism?

It critiques European colonialism by exposing its brutality, hypocrisy, and
the exploitation of indigenous peoples, challenging the notion that
colonialism was a noble or civilizing mission.

What narrative technique does Joseph Conrad use in
'Heart of Darkness' and what is its effect?

Conrad uses a frame narrative, where Marlow recounts his story to listeners
on a boat. This technique creates layers of perspective and adds ambiguity,
emphasizing the complexity of truth and morality in the story.

Additional Resources

**Exploring the Depths: An Analytical Review of Heart of Darkness by Joseph
Conrad**

heart of darkness joseph conrad stands as a seminal work in the canon of
English literature, reflecting complex themes of imperialism, human nature,
and existential dread. Published in 1899, this novella has sparked extensive
debate among scholars and readers alike, probing the shadows that lie within
colonialism and the human psyche. Joseph Conrad’s narrative technique and



thematic depth continue to captivate audiences, making *Heart of Darkness* a
pivotal study in literary criticism, postcolonial discourse, and
psychological exploration.

Contextualizing Heart of Darkness within Joseph
Conrad's Oeuvre

Joseph Conrad, a Polish-British writer, brought a unique perspective to
English literature, combining his seafaring experiences with a profound
understanding of human complexity. *Heart of Darkness* emerged from Conrad’s
own voyage on the Congo River, translating real-world colonial encounters
into a haunting allegory. This novella is often examined alongside his other
works due to its stylistic innovation and thematic depth.

Unlike conventional narratives of its time, *Heart of Darkness* employs a
frame story where Marlow, the protagonist, recounts his journey into Africa’s
interior. This narrative device allows Conrad to explore not only the
external journey into the unknown but also an inward voyage into the darker
recesses of human nature. The novella’s introspective quality distinguishes
it from more straightforward imperial adventure tales.

Thematic Exploration: Imperialism and Moral
Ambiguity

One of the most prominent themes in *Heart of Darkness* is the critique of
imperialism. Conrad’s portrayal of European colonial ventures is far from
heroic or triumphant; instead, it reveals the exploitation, brutality, and
hypocrisy underpinning the so-called civilizing mission. The Congo serves as
a metaphorical and literal heart of darkness, where the veneer of
civilization erodes under the weight of greed and savagery.

Conrad exposes the moral ambiguity of colonialism through characters like
Kurtz, whose descent into madness symbolizes the corrupting influence of
unchecked power. Kurtz’s eloquence and charisma mask horrific acts, embodying
the duality of human nature and the thin line separating civility from
barbarism. This ambivalence challenges readers to reconsider simplistic
notions of good and evil, highlighting the complexities of human ethics in
extreme conditions.

Narrative Style and Symbolism

Conrad’s prose in *Heart of Darkness* is dense, evocative, and richly
symbolic. The novella’s atmosphere is imbued with darkness—not only in the
literal sense of the African jungle but also as a representation of



ignorance, primal instincts, and existential despair. His use of contrast
between light and darkness serves to underscore the paradoxes of
enlightenment and barbarity.

The journey motif is central, with the Congo River symbolizing a passage into
the subconscious. Marlow’s expedition is a descent into an abyss where social
norms disintegrate, revealing unsettling truths about humanity. The river’s
meandering course mirrors the narrative’s psychological depth, emphasizing
the fluidity between civilization and savagery.

Critical Reception and Controversies
Surrounding Heart of Darkness

Since its publication, *Heart of Darkness* has been subject to varied
interpretations and controversies, particularly in the realms of postcolonial
studies and racism discourse. Critics like Chinua Achebe have famously
challenged Conrad’s depiction of Africa and Africans, accusing the novella of
perpetuating racist stereotypes and Eurocentric perspectives. Achebe’s
critique opened a vital conversation about the responsibility of literature
in representing marginalized voices.

Conversely, some scholars defend Conrad’s work as a critique of imperialism
rather than an endorsement. They argue that the novella’s ambiguous portrayal
is a deliberate strategy to expose the moral failings of colonialism. This
ongoing debate underscores *Heart of Darkness*’s enduring relevance and the
multiplicity of readings it invites.

Comparative Perspectives: Heart of Darkness and
Other Colonial Narratives

When compared to other colonial-era literature, *Heart of Darkness* stands
out for its psychological complexity and moral questioning. Unlike adventure
stories such as H. Rider Haggard’s *King Solomon’s Mines*, Conrad’s narrative
refuses to romanticize imperial conquest. Instead, it delves into the
psychological consequences of domination and the erosion of ethical
boundaries.

Furthermore, the novella’s influence extends beyond literature into film and
popular culture, most notably inspiring Francis Ford Coppola’s *Apocalypse
Now*, which transposes the story’s themes to the Vietnam War. This
intertextuality highlights the universality of Conrad’s exploration of
darkness—both external and internal.



Literary Features and Stylistic Innovations

Joseph Conrad’s *Heart of Darkness* is notable for its intricate narrative
structure and stylistic features that contribute to its enduring impact:

e Frame Narrative: The story is framed by Marlow’s recounting, creating
layers of perspective and emphasizing subjectivity.

e Ambiguity and Open-Endedness: The novella deliberately avoids clear
resolutions, fostering interpretive richness.

e Symbolism: Objects and settings (the river, darkness, light) function
symbolically, enriching thematic depth.

* Psychological Complexity: Characters are portrayed with inner conflicts,
reflecting broader existential questions.

e Minimalist Dialogue: Sparse but impactful conversations enhance the
tension and mood.

These elements work cohesively to immerse readers in a world that is as
unsettling as it is thought-provoking, encouraging multiple readings and
scholarly debate.

The Role of Setting in Heart of Darkness

The African Congo is not merely a backdrop but an active participant in the
novella’s narrative. It represents the unknown and the alien, a space where
European constructs of order collapse. The oppressive jungle environment
mirrors the psychological descent of the characters, particularly Kurtz and
Marlow.

Conrad’s detailed descriptions invoke sensory experiences, capturing the
oppressive heat, the dense foliage, and the eerie silence, all contributing
to a pervasive atmosphere of dread and mystery. This vivid portrayal
challenges simplistic colonial narratives that often depict Africa as an
empty wilderness ripe for conquest.

Enduring Legacy and Educational Importance

*Heart of Darkness* remains a staple in academic curricula around the world,
studied for its literary craftsmanship and critical perspectives on
colonialism. Its influence on modernist literature is significant, with



writers drawing on its themes of alienation and moral ambiguity.

At the same time, the novella serves as an important case study in
postcolonial criticism, prompting reassessment of historical narratives and
the ethics of representation. Its layered narrative invites readers to engage
critically with the past and consider the ongoing implications of imperial
histories.

The enduring appeal of *heart of darkness joseph conrad* lies in its capacity
to evoke discomfort and reflection, challenging readers to confront the
shadows both outside and within themselves. As contemporary discourse
evolves, the novella’'s complex portrayal of darkness continues to resonate,
ensuring its place in the literary and cultural conversation for generations
to come.
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describes the narrator's journey up the Congo River and his meeting with, and fascination by, Mr.
Kurtz, a mysterious personage who dominates the unruly inhabitants of the region. Masterly blend of
adventure, character development, psychological penetration. Considered by many Conrad's finest,
most enigmatic story.

heart of darkness joseph conrad: Joseph Conrad's Heart of Darkness Harold Bloom, Sterling
Professor of Humanities Harold Bloom, 2014-05-14 Discusses the writing of Heart of darkness by
Joseph Conrad. Includes critical essays on the work and a brief biography of the author.

heart of darkness joseph conrad: Heart of Darkness Joseph Conrad, 2017-01-04 He struggled
with himself, too. I saw it -- I heard it. I saw the inconceivable mystery of a soul that knew no
restraint, no faith, and no fear, yet struggling blindly with itself. Aboard an anchored boat on the
Thames a sailor named Charlie Marlow tells his fellow sailors a shocking story from his youth as a
ferry boat captain traveling up the Congo River. It soon becomes clear to his audience that Marlow
is more than a little obsessed with the brilliant ivory trader he met there, Kurtz. Though gifted,
powerful and charismatic, the young Marlow suspected the man had gone mad. ‘Heart of Darkness’
(1899) is a timeless book and a breathtaking story about the corruptive European colonialism. It is
the inspiration behind the classic 1979 movie, Apocalypse Now starring Marlon Brando and Martin
Sheen. Joseph Conrad (1857-1924) was a Polish-born author who left Poland in his teens to avoid
enlistment in the Russian Army. He learned English aboard British ships and started writing in the
language after settling in England. His most famous novel is ‘Heart of Darkness’ (1899), which was
inspired by his experiences on the open sea.

heart of darkness joseph conrad: Joseph Conrad's Heart of Darkness Gene M. Moore,
2010-04-10 Heart of Darkness, Joseph Conrad's fictional account of a journey up the Congo river in
1890, raises important questions about colonialism and narrative theory. This casebook contains
materials relevant to a deeper understanding of the origins and reception of this controversial text,
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including Conrad's own story An Outpost of Progress, together with a little-known memoir by one of
Conrad's oldest English friends, a brief history of the Congo Free State by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle,
and a parody of Conrad by Max Beerbohm. A wide range of theoretical approaches are also
represented, examining Conrad's text in terms of cultural, historical, textual, stylistic, narratological,
post-colonial, feminist, and reader-response criticism. The volume concludes with an interview in
which Conrad compares his adventures on the Congo with Mark Twain's experiences as a
Mississippi pilot.
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Darkness by Joseph Conrad Heart of Darkness, a novel by Joseph Conrad, was originally a three-part
series in Blackwood's Magazine in 1899. It is a story within a story, following a character named
Charlie Marlow, who recounts his adventure to a group of men onboard an anchored ship. The story
told is of his early life as a ferry boat captain. Although his job was to transport ivory downriver,
Charlie develops an interest in investing an ivory procurement agent, Kurtz, who is employed by the
government. Preceded by his reputation as a brilliant emissary of progress, Kurtz has now
established himself as a god among the natives in one of the darkest places on earth. Marlow
suspects something else of Kurtz: he has gone mad. A reflection on corruptive European colonialism
and a journey into the nightmare psyche of one of the corrupted, Heart of Darkness is considered
one of the most influential works ever written.
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Joseph Conrad, 2016-08-29 “This is the best Norton Critical Edition yet! All my students have
become intensely interested in reading Conrad—largely because of this excellent work.” —Elise F.
Knapp, Western Connecticut State University This Norton Critical Edition includes: - A newly edited
text based on the first English book edition (1902), the last version to which Conrad is known to
have actively contributed. “Textual History and Editing Principles” provides an overview of the
textual controversies and ambiguities perpetually surrounding Heart of Darkness. - Background and
source materials on colonialism and the Congo, nineteenth-century attitudes toward race, Conrad in
the Congo, and Conrad on art and literature. - Fifteen illustrations. - Seven contemporary responses
to the novella along with eighteen essays in criticism—ten of them new to the Fifth Edition,
including an entirely new subsection on film adaptations of Heart of Darkness. - A Chronology and
an updated Selected Bibliography.

heart of darkness joseph conrad: Heart of Darkness, Joseph Conrad , 1989

heart of darkness joseph conrad: Heart of Darkness and Other Tales Joseph Conrad, 2002
Regarded as Conrad's finest tale, these stories tell of Marlow's journey up the Congo River to meet
Mr Kurtz. This volume also includes 'An Outpost of Progress', 'Karain' and 'Youth' in a revised
edition using the English first edition texts and with new chronology and bibliography.

heart of darkness joseph conrad: Heart of Darkness and Other Stories Joseph Conrad, 1995
Generally regarded as the pre-eminent work of Conrad's shorter fiction, 'Heart of Darkness' is a
chilling tale of horror which, as the author intended, is capable of many interpretations.

heart of darkness joseph conrad: Heart of Darkness Joseph Conrad, 2017-11-01 Heart of
Darkness by Joseph Conrad Where does darkness lie strongest in the world? In Joseph Conrad's
classic novel, the river captain Charles Marlow tells his tale of work as a steamboat captain for an
ivory trading company. As Marlow witnesses delays, tragedies and injustice, he grows more
disillusioned with his exploration of the African river. When he meets Mr. Kurtz, the company's
agent in charge of an up-river trading post, Marlow is forced to confront the darkness residing in
human nature. Heart of Darkness has often been listed as one of the 100 Greatest works of English
Literature and is one of the most often studied novels in high school and college English courses.

heart of darkness joseph conrad: Joseph Conrad's The Heart of Darkness and the Secret
Sharer James Weiss, 1966

heart of darkness joseph conrad: Heart of Darkness Joseph Conrad, 2017-07-12 This classic
book is always read again and again.What is the classic book?Why is the classic book?READ READ
READ.. then you'll know it's so cool.



heart of darkness joseph conrad: Heart Of Darkness Joseph Conrad Annotated Guide Joseph
Conrad, 2020-04-03 Heart of Darkness, a novel by Joseph Conrad, was originally a three-part series
in Blackwood's Magazine in 1899. It is a story within a story, following a character named Charlie
Marlow, who recounts his adventure to a group of men onboard an anchored ship. The story told is
of his early life as a ferry boat captain. Although his job was to transport ivory downriver, Charlie
develops an interest in investing an ivory procurement agent, Kurtz, who is employed by the
government. Preceded by his reputation as a brilliant emissary of progress, Kurtz has now
established himself as a god among the natives in one of the darkest places on earth. Marlow
suspects something else of Kurtz: he has gone mad.A reflection on corruptive European colonialism
and a journey into the nightmare psyche of one of the corrupted, Heart of Darkness is considered
one of the most influential works ever written.

heart of darkness joseph conrad: Heart of Darkness Joseph Conrad, 2015-03-14 Heart of
Darkness is a literary classic written by esteemed Anglo-Polish writer, Joseph Conrad. The story is a
complex exploration of the beliefs people hold on what constitutes a barbarian versus a civilized
society and the stance on colonialism and racism that was part and parcel of European imperialism.
Originally published as a three-part serial story in Blackwood's Magazine, the novella Heart of
Darkness has been variously published and translated into many languages. In 1998, the Modern
Library ranked Heart of Darkness as the sixty-seventh of the hundred best novels in English of the
twentieth century.

heart of darkness joseph conrad: Joseph Conrad's Heart of Darkness William Burden, 2009

heart of darkness joseph conrad: Heart of Darkness Ian McKenzie, 2018-02-04 Heart of
Darkness (1899) is a novella by Polish-British novelist Joseph Conrad, about a voyage up the Congo
River into the Congo Free State, in the heart of Africa, by the story's narrator Charles Marlow.
Marlow tells his story to friends aboard a boat anchored on the River Thames, London, England. This
setting provides the frame for Marlow's story of his obsession with the ivory trader Kurtz, which
enables Conrad to create a parallel between London and Africa as places of darkness. Central to
Conrad's work is the idea that there is little difference between so-called civilised people and those
described as savages; Heart of Darkness raises questions about imperialism and racism. Originally
issued as a three-part serial story in Blackwood's Magazine to celebrate the thousandth edition of
the magazine, Heart of Darkness has been widely re-published and translated into many languages.
In 1998, the Modern Library ranked Heart of Darkness sixty-seventh on their list of the hundred best
novels in English of the twentieth century.

heart of darkness joseph conrad: HEART OF DARKNESS - Joseph Conrad Joseph Conrad,
2020-08-02 Heart of Darkness, a novel by Joseph Conrad, was originally a three-part series in
Blackwood's Magazine in 1899. It is a story within a story, following a character named Charlie
Marlow, who recounts his adventure to a group of men onboard an anchored ship. The story told is
of his early life as a ferry boat captain. Although his job was to transport ivory downriver, Charlie
develops an interest in investing an ivory procurement agent, Kurtz, who is employed by the
government. Preceded by his reputation as a brilliant emissary of progress, Kurtz has now
established himself as a god among the natives in one of the darkest places on earth. Marlow
suspects something else of Kurtz: he has gone mad.A reflection on corruptive European colonialism
and a journey into the nightmare psyche of one of the corrupted, Heart of Darkness is considered
one of the most influential works ever written.

heart of darkness joseph conrad: Heart of Darkness (1902) Novel by Joseph Conrad,
2017-01-22 Heart of Darkness (1899) is a novella by Polish-British novelist Joseph Conrad, about a
voyage up the Congo River into the Congo Free State, in the heart of Africa, by the story's narrator
Marlow. Marlow tells his story to friends aboard a boat anchored on the River Thames, London,
England. This setting provides the frame for Marlow's story of his obsession with the ivory trader
Kurtz, which enables Conrad to create a parallel between London and Africa as places of darkness.
Central to Conrad's work is the idea that there is little difference between so-called civilised people
and those described as savages; Heart of Darkness raises questions about imperialism and racism



heart of darkness joseph conrad: Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness Joseph Conrad,
2018-08-17 The novella centres on the efforts of Marlow, Conrad's alter ego, to travel up an
unnamed African river on behalf of his employer in order to bring back a rogue ivory trader, Mr
Kurtz. Kurtz's reputation precedes him: He is a prodigy... an emissary of pity and science and
progress. Yet as Marlow gets closer to Kurtz, there is the growing suggestion that he has in some
way become corrupted and descended into savagery. The further upstream Marlow gets, the more
intense the sense of impending danger, with cryptic warnings and a bloody ambush ratcheting up
the tension. When Marlow finally reaches Kurtz's camp, he discovers a scene of unimaginable
depravity. The dying Kurtz is taken aboard the boat (along with a prodigious quantity of ivory), but
he does not survive the journey back downstream. With Marlow present, his chilling last words are
The horror! The horror!

heart of darkness joseph conrad: Heart of Darkness Joseph Conrad, 2019-06-06 Heart of
Darkness is a novella written by Polish-born writer Joseph Conrad (born Jézef Teodor Konrad
Korzeniowski). Before its 1902 publication, it appeared as a three-part series (1899) in Blackwood's
Magazine. It is widely regarded as a significant work of English literature and part of the Western
canon.This highly symbolic story is actually a story within a story, or frame narrative. It follows
Marlow as he recounts, from dusk through to late night, his adventure into the Congo to a group of
men aboard a ship anchored in the Thames Estuary.The story details an incident when Marlow, an
Englishman, took a foreign assignment as a ferry-boat captain, employed by a Belgian trading
company. Although the river is never specifically named, readers may assume it is the Congo River,
in the Congo Free State, a private colony of King Leopold II. Marlow is employed to transport ivory
downriver; however, his more pressing assignment is to return Kurtz, another ivory trader, to
civilization in a cover up. Kurtz has a reputation throughout the region.
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