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Scaffolding in Early Childhood Education: Building Foundations for Lifelong Learning

scaffolding in early childhood education is a powerful teaching strategy that supports
young learners as they navigate new concepts and skills. This approach involves providing
temporary assistance tailored to a child’s current level of understanding, gradually
withdrawing support as the child gains independence. It’s like having a safety net that
encourages exploration and confidence, allowing children to stretch their abilities without
feeling overwhelmed. In this article, we’ll explore how scaffolding works in early childhood
settings, why it’s essential for development, and practical ways educators and caregivers
can implement it to nurture curiosity and growth.

Understanding Scaffolding in Early Childhood
Education

The concept of scaffolding originates from educational psychology, particularly the work
of Lev Vygotsky and his theory of the Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD). The ZPD
defines the range between what a child can do independently and what they can achieve
with guidance. Scaffolding fits perfectly within this framework by offering just the right
amount of support to bridge that gap.

In early childhood education, scaffolding is more than just helping a child complete a task;
it’s about engaging with them in a way that promotes active learning and critical thinking.
It respects each child's unique pace and style of learning, encouraging autonomy while
providing a safety net.

The Role of the Teacher or Caregiver

Educators and caregivers act as guides, observing children to assess their current skills
and knowledge. Through interaction, they provide cues, prompts, or tools to assist
children in tackling challenges. This dynamic relationship is adaptive — as children
become more competent, the level of support is gradually reduced.

For example, during a puzzle activity, a teacher might initially help a child identify edge

pieces and explain strategies to fit them together. Over time, the child takes on more
responsibility, experimenting and solving the puzzle with less intervention.

Why Scaffolding Matters in Early Childhood
Learning

Early childhood is a critical period for cognitive, social, and emotional development.



Scaffolding plays a vital role in fostering these areas by offering a supportive environment
that encourages risk-taking and problem-solving.

Promotes Confidence and Independence

When children receive appropriate support, they feel safe to explore new ideas without
fear of failure. This boosts their confidence and motivates them to try things on their own.
As scaffolding gradually fades, children develop a sense of independence and mastery over
tasks.

Enhances Cognitive Development

By engaging children in tasks slightly beyond their current abilities, scaffolding stimulates
thinking and learning. It encourages them to make connections, analyze situations, and
apply new skills, which enhances their overall cognitive growth.

Supports Language and Communication Skills

Interaction between adult and child during scaffolding provides rich opportunities for
language development. Through dialogue, questioning, and explanations, children expand
their vocabulary and improve communication skills vital for future learning.

Practical Strategies for Scaffolding in Early
Childhood Education

Integrating scaffolding into daily activities doesn’t require complex tools or extensive
planning. It’s about mindful engagement and responsiveness to children’s needs. Here are
some effective scaffolding strategies educators can use:

Modeling and Demonstration

Showing children how to perform a task or solve a problem gives them a concrete example
to follow. For instance, a teacher might demonstrate how to use scissors safely before
letting children try.

Asking Guiding Questions

Instead of providing answers, asking open-ended questions encourages children to think
critically. Questions like “What do you think will happen if...?” or “How might you solve



this?” prompt deeper reflection.

Breaking Tasks Into Manageable Steps

Complex activities can be overwhelming. Breaking them down into smaller, achievable
steps helps children focus and experience success at each stage. This incremental
approach builds momentum and reduces frustration.

Providing Visual and Verbal Cues

Visual aids such as pictures, charts, or gestures combined with verbal prompts can clarify
instructions and keep children on track. For example, using a picture schedule helps
children anticipate the sequence of activities.

Encouraging Peer Collaboration

Sometimes, scaffolding comes from peers who have already mastered a skill. Facilitating
group work or buddy systems allows children to learn from one another in a supportive
setting.

Challenges and Considerations When Using
Scaffolding

While scaffolding is highly beneficial, it requires sensitivity and skill to implement
effectively. One challenge is ensuring that support doesn’t become overbearing or hinder
autonomy. Striking the right balance means carefully observing when to step in and when
to step back.

Additionally, each child’s needs differ based on developmental stage, learning style, and
cultural background. Educators must remain flexible and culturally responsive, adapting
scaffolding techniques accordingly.

Avoiding Over-Scaffolding

Too much assistance can prevent children from developing problem-solving skills or
confidence. It’s important to encourage trial and error and allow children to learn from
mistakes within a safe environment.



Recognizing Individual Differences

Not all children will require the same level or type of scaffolding. Some may need more
verbal guidance, while others benefit from hands-on support. Tailoring scaffolding ensures
every child is supported appropriately.

Integrating Technology and Scaffolding in Early
Childhood

With the increasing presence of digital tools in education, technology can also serve as a
scaffold for young learners. Interactive apps, educational games, and multimedia
resources provide customized feedback and allow children to explore concepts at their
own pace.

However, technology should complement, not replace, human interaction. The most
effective scaffolding combines digital tools with active engagement from adults, fostering
meaningful learning experiences.

Building a Scaffolding Mindset Beyond the
Classroom

Scaffolding isn’t limited to formal education settings. Parents and caregivers can
incorporate scaffolding principles at home by encouraging children’s curiosity, supporting
problem-solving, and celebrating small achievements.

Simple practices like reading together, asking thoughtful questions, or guiding children
through everyday tasks help reinforce skills and confidence. This collaborative approach
strengthens bonds and nurtures a lifelong love of learning.

Scaffolding in early childhood education is much more than a teaching technique; it’s a
philosophy that respects and cultivates the potential within every child. By offering the
right support at the right time, educators and caregivers empower children to explore,
experiment, and excel. As these young learners build their foundations, they develop the
skills and confidence that will serve them well throughout their educational journey and
beyond.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is scaffolding in early childhood education?

Scaffolding in early childhood education is a teaching strategy where educators provide
temporary support to children to help them achieve learning goals that they might not be
able to reach independently. This support is gradually removed as the child becomes more
competent.

Why is scaffolding important for young children's
learning?

Scaffolding is important because it helps children build confidence and skills by providing
guidance tailored to their current abilities. It encourages active engagement, promotes
problem-solving, and supports the development of critical thinking and independence.

How can teachers effectively implement scaffolding in
the classroom?

Teachers can implement scaffolding by assessing each child's current skill level, providing
appropriate hints or prompts, modeling tasks, breaking down complex activities into
manageable steps, and gradually reducing assistance as the child gains mastery.

What are some examples of scaffolding techniques used
with young children?

Examples include asking guiding questions, demonstrating tasks, providing visual aids,
offering feedback, encouraging peer collaboration, and using language that matches the
child’s comprehension level to support learning.

How does scaffolding support language development in
early childhood?

Scaffolding supports language development by engaging children in meaningful
conversations, expanding their vocabulary through context, modeling correct language
use, and encouraging expressive communication tailored to their developmental stage.

Can scaffolding be used to support children with special
needs in early education?

Yes, scaffolding is particularly beneficial for children with special needs as it allows
educators to provide individualized support, adapt tasks to the child's abilities, and
promote gradual skill acquisition in a supportive and responsive manner.

Additional Resources
Scaffolding in Early Childhood Education: Enhancing Learning Through Guided Support



scaffolding in early childhood education has emerged as a pivotal instructional
strategy that fosters cognitive development and independent learning among young
children. Rooted in Vygotsky’s sociocultural theory, scaffolding represents the tailored
support educators provide to bridge the gap between a child’s current abilities and
potential learning outcomes. As early childhood education increasingly emphasizes
developmental appropriateness and individualized learning, the role of scaffolding
becomes integral to optimizing educational experiences during these formative years.

Understanding Scaffolding in Early Childhood
Education

Scaffolding, in the context of early childhood education, refers to the dynamic process
where teachers, caregivers, or peers offer structured assistance that gradually diminishes
as the child gains mastery over a task or concept. Unlike traditional didactic teaching,
scaffolding is interactive, responsive, and tuned to the learner’s zone of proximal
development (ZPD)—the difference between what a child can achieve independently and
what they can accomplish with guidance.

This approach is not merely about providing answers; it involves asking probing questions,
modeling behaviors, breaking tasks into manageable steps, and encouraging exploration.
The end goal is to cultivate autonomy, critical thinking, and problem-solving skills. For
instance, when a preschooler is learning to write letters, scaffolding might involve tracing
letters together before encouraging the child to write independently.

Theoretical Foundations and Educational Implications

Lev Vygotsky’s theory underpins scaffolding, positing that social interaction is
fundamental to cognitive development. He identified the ZPD as the “sweet spot” for
learning, where children can perform tasks beyond their independent capabilities with
appropriate support. Scaffolding operationalizes this concept by offering tailored
assistance that aligns with the child’s current developmental stage.

In practice, scaffolding encourages educators to be attuned to each learner’s needs and to
adjust their support accordingly. This personalized approach contrasts with one-size-fits-
all teaching and aligns well with contemporary early childhood education frameworks
emphasizing differentiated instruction and learner-centered pedagogy.

Key Features and Strategies of Scaffolding in
Early Childhood Education

Scaffolding involves several interrelated features that make it effective for young learners:



e Contingent Support: Assistance is responsive to the child’s immediate needs rather
than predetermined.

e Fading: Gradual reduction of support as the child gains competence, promoting
independence.

e Modeling: Demonstrating tasks or behaviors for children to emulate.

e Encouragement and Feedback: Positive reinforcement and constructive guidance
to boost confidence and learning.

e Task Simplification: Breaking complex tasks into achievable steps to prevent
overwhelm.

Common scaffolding strategies used in early childhood education include:

1. Think-Alouds: Teachers verbalize their thought processes to model problem-solving
techniques.

2. Prompting: Providing hints or questions to nudge children toward answers without
giving them outright.

3. Joint Problem Solving: Collaborating on challenging tasks, sharing responsibility
for success.

4. Use of Visual Aids: Incorporating pictures, charts, or manipulatives to support
understanding.

Benefits and Challenges of Implementing Scaffolding

The advantages of scaffolding in early childhood education are multifaceted. It supports
individualized learning trajectories, enhances motivation, and strengthens cognitive and
language skills. Research indicates that children who experience scaffolded learning
demonstrate improved problem-solving abilities and greater persistence in tasks.

However, scaffolding also presents challenges. Effective scaffolding requires educators to
possess keen observational skills and flexibility to adjust support levels continually. In
classrooms with high child-to-teacher ratios, providing personalized scaffolding can be
difficult. Moreover, there is a risk of either over-scaffolding—where children become
overly dependent on adult help—or under-scaffolding, which may leave some learners
struggling without adequate support.



Scaffolding and Its Role in Various Early
Childhood Domains

Scaffolding is not limited to cognitive skills but extends across multiple developmental
domains:

Language and Communication Development

Through scaffolding, educators can expand children’s vocabulary and syntactical
knowledge by engaging in rich dialogues, asking open-ended questions, and gently
correcting errors. For example, during storytelling, a teacher might scaffold by prompting
a child to predict outcomes or describe characters, thereby deepening comprehension and
expressive skills.

Social and Emotional Learning

Scaffolding supports children in navigating social interactions. Adults model empathy,
conflict resolution, and cooperative behaviors, gradually encouraging children to
internalize these skills. This guided social participation fosters emotional regulation and
peer relationships.

Mathematical and Scientific Thinking

Early numeracy and inquiry skills benefit from scaffolded experiences where educators
introduce concepts incrementally. For instance, when exploring counting, a teacher might
first count objects together with the child, then prompt independent counting, and finally
encourage the child to solve simple addition problems.

Comparative Perspectives: Scaffolding Versus
Other Instructional Approaches

While scaffolding shares similarities with differentiated instruction and guided discovery
learning, it remains distinct in its focus on the ZPD and the intentional fading of support.
Unlike rote teaching methods, scaffolding promotes active learning and cognitive
engagement.

Compared to purely child-led play, scaffolding introduces intentional guidance that helps
children extend their discoveries beyond spontaneous play. Conversely, overly directive
teaching can stifle creativity, highlighting the importance of balance.



Role of Technology in Scaffolding

Digital tools and educational apps increasingly incorporate scaffolding principles, offering
adaptive learning experiences that adjust difficulty based on the child’s responses. These
technologies can provide immediate feedback and personalized challenges, supplementing
traditional scaffolding methods. However, human interaction remains critical, especially in
early childhood, where social and emotional dimensions are paramount.

Implementing Effective Scaffolding Practices

Educators aiming to integrate scaffolding in early childhood settings should consider the
following best practices:

e Continuous Assessment: Regularly evaluate children’s skills to tailor support
appropriately.

e Building Relationships: Establish trust and rapport to create an environment
conducive to risk-taking and learning.

e Collaborative Learning: Encourage peer scaffolding by facilitating cooperative
activities.

e Professional Development: Engage in training to refine scaffolding techniques and
understand developmental milestones.

e Parental Involvement: Educate caregivers about scaffolding to reinforce learning
at home.

By embedding scaffolding into curricula and daily interactions, educators can nurture
resilient, confident learners equipped to tackle increasingly complex challenges.

The evolving landscape of early childhood education continues to highlight the value of
scaffolding as a means to bridge developmental gaps and unlock each child's potential.
Through mindful application and ongoing refinement, scaffolding remains a cornerstone of
effective teaching, enriching the educational journey from the earliest years onward.
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scaffolding in early childhood education: Scaffolding Children's Learning Laura E. Berk,
Adam Winsler, 1995 Alberta Authorized Resource for kindergarten 1997-2002.

scaffolding in early childhood education: Perspectives on Early Childhood Education
Katherine M. Hirst, Kath Hirst, Cathy Nutbrown, 2005 Focusing on early childhood experiences and
the factors at work, this title examines the expanding field of early childhood education and care,
highlighting the critical issues to be aware of and how this can affect the child in later life.

scaffolding in early childhood education: Early Childhood Education Kimberly A. Gordon
Biddle, Ana Garcia-Nevarez, Wanda J. Roundtree Henderson, Alicia Valero-Kerrick, 2013-01-02 An
intro text for early childhood students, helping them enhance their professional practice through the
application of educational and developmental theory and research.

scaffolding in early childhood education: Play-Responsive Teaching in Early Childhood
Education Niklas Pramling, Cecilia Wallerstedt, Pernilla Lagerlof, Camilla Bjorklund, Anne Kultti,
Hanna Palmér, Maria Magnusson, Susanne Thulin, Agneta Jonsson, Ingrid Pramling Samuelsson,
2019-05-07 This open access book develops a theoretical concept of teaching that is relevant to early
childhood education, and based on children’s learning and development through play. It discusses
theoretical premises and research on playing and learning, and proposes the development of
play-responsive didaktik. It examines the processes and products of learning and development,
teaching and its phylogenetic and ontogenetic development, as well as the ‘what’ of learning and
didaktik. Next, it explores the actions, objects and meaning of play and provides insight into the
diversity of beliefs about the practices of play. The book presents ideas on how combined research
and development projects can be carried out, providing incentive and a model for practice
development and research. The second part of the book consists of empirical studies on teacher’s
playing skills and examples of play with very young as well as older children.

scaffolding in early childhood education: Mobile Learning Applications in Early Childhood
Education Papadakis, Stamatios, Kalogiannakis, Michail, 2019-11-29 Mobile technologies combined
with an interdisciplinary approach to knowledge and organization of learning experiences that are
meaningful to children could create a creative and interactive learning environment different from
that of traditional teaching. Making good use of mobile learning with appropriate devices will
increase the learning motivations of the students and help them bring about positive performance.
Mobile Learning Applications in Early Childhood Education is a collection of innovative research on
the methods and applications of mobile learning techniques and strategies within diversified
teaching settings. While highlighting topics including computational thinking, ubiquitous learning,
and social development, this book is ideally designed for researchers, teachers, parents, curriculum
developers, instructional designers, academicians, students, and practitioners seeking current
research on the application of mobile technology within child education.

scaffolding in early childhood education: Advancing research on inclusion and
engagement in early childhood education and care (ECEC) with a special focus on children
at risk and children with disabilities Eva Bjorck, Susana Castro-Kemp, Vera Coelho, 2023-07-26

scaffolding in early childhood education: Early Years Education: Policy and practice in early
education and care Rod Parker-Rees, Jenny Willan, 2006 This collection of papers provides a useful
resource for scholars who need to ground their own study in a wider historical and global discourses
concerning the education of children under eight.

scaffolding in early childhood education: Early Childhood Education M.h.siddiqui,

scaffolding in early childhood education: Early Childhood Education in Chinese
Societies Nirmala Rao, Jing Zhou, Jin Sun, 2017-01-20 This book provides an up-to-date account of
relevant early childhood policy and practice in five Chinese societies: the People’s Republic of China
or Mainland China, Hong Kong, Macao, Singapore, and Taiwan. It analyses how traditional Chinese
values, Eastern and Western curricular approaches, and socio-political, economic, cultural and
demographic changes influence current policies, services and practice. It addresses responses to
global concerns about the excluded and disadvantaged, and about quality, and explains lessons from




and for Chinese early childhood education. divThis book is the first English-language research-based
review of early childhood education and the factors that affect it in different Chinese societies. It is
particularly timely given the increased recognition of the importance of early childhood education
for human capital development globally, and the international interest in understanding early
education in Chinese societies.iv>

scaffolding in early childhood education: Responsive Practice for Dual Language Learners in
Early Childhood Education Jennifer J. Chen, 2024-10-22 Support Diverse Dual Language Learners
through Reflective Practice. Responsive Practices for Dual Language Learners in Early Childhood
Education provides educators theoretical background and practical advice as they welcome an
increasing number of dual language learners into their programs, to support these children to learn
and flourish. Author Jennifer Chen shares case studies from her fieldwork with diverse early
childhood classrooms, demonstrating her Four Cornerstone model of responsive practice while
offering reflective questions to help educators implement it in their own contexts for children from
birth to age eight who speak any language. Learn to apply the Four Cornerstone model’s tenets of
developmentally responsive, culturally responsive, linguistically responsive, and contextually
appropriate practice in a variety of real-life situations, including while providing scaffolding for
children, while building relationships with parents, and while working with children with a variety of
needs.

scaffolding in early childhood education: Early Childhood Education Angela Anning, Joy
Cullen, Marilyn Fleer, 2004-05-25 This book presents social and cultural perspectives on current
theories of learning in early childhood education.

scaffolding in early childhood education: An ABC of Early Childhood Education Sandra
Smidt, 2014-10-03 This unique and engaging resource describes, critiques and analyses the
significance of a wide range of contemporary and classic ideas about how young children learn.
Organised in a handy A - Z format, best-selling author and early years expert Sandra Smidt: Traces
back each idea to the roots of how it was first conceived Explores its implications for the early years
classroom in accessible terms Makes connections where relevant to other strands in the field of
early childhood education Provides examples from her extensive classroom experience and
international literature Draws on a range of ideas from both developing and developed countries
giving the material a truly global focus Uses a sociocultural view of learning to underpin the choice
or analysis of each idea Students on early years education courses at a range of levels will find this
an essential and enlightening companion text, for use throughout their studies.

scaffolding in early childhood education: Handbook of Early Childhood Education
Robert C. Pianta, Susan M. Sheridan, 2015-08-12 Comprehensive and authoritative, this
forward-thinking book reviews the breadth of current knowledge about early education and
identifies important priorities for practice and policy. Robert C. Pianta and his associates bring
together foremost experts to examine what works in promoting all children's school readiness and
social-emotional development in preschool and the primary grades. Exemplary programs,
instructional practices, and professional development initiatives?and the systems needed to put
them into place?are described. The volume presents cutting-edge findings on the family and social
context of early education and explores ways to strengthen collaboration between professionals and
parents.

scaffolding in early childhood education: International Handbook of Early Childhood
Education Marilyn Fleer, Bert van Oers, 2017-10-10 This international handbook gives a
comprehensive overview of findings from longstanding and contemporary research, theory, and
practices in early childhood education in the Northern and Southern hemispheres. The first volume
of the handbook addresses theory, methodology, and the research activities and research needs of
particular regions. The second volume examines in detail innovations and longstanding programs,
curriculum and assessment, and conceptions and research into child, family and communities. The
two volumes of this handbook address the current theory, methodologies and research needs of
specific countries and provide insight into existing global similarities in early childhood practices. By




paying special attention to what is happening in the larger world contexts, the volumes provide a
representative overview of early childhood education practices and research, and redress the
current North-South imbalance of published work on the subject.

scaffolding in early childhood education: International Perspectives On Early Childhood
Education And Care Georgeson, Jan, Payler, Jane, 2013-02-01 There is a growing interest in
understanding how early years care and education is organised and experienced internationally and
many early years courses - from foundation degree and beyond - include an 'International
Perspectives' module.

scaffolding in early childhood education: Teaching Scaffolding To Early Childhood
Educators Monica Hansford, 2019-10-03 One of the most important endeavors that either a
caregiver or a professional can embark on is the dispensing of knowledge and basic skills to a
student, especially during the student's formative, early years of life. This book takes the reader
through both the process and critical principles necessary to teach in a way that sets the course for
both the educator and student to effectively grow in the transfer and pursuit of knowledge. It also
gives educators insight into providing students the confidence necessary in achieving the often
daunting task of learning. The author takes on this study by using her 30 years of working in
childhood development as well as her recent active research from the University of Yorkville in the
study of Masters in Education Studies. With the basis of this book on educational empowerment, she
takes the reader through the process of teaching the teacher (aka scaffolding) as well as providing
insight from world renowned psychologists and educators such as Piaget and Vygotsky. Upon
reading this work, you will readily find it to be a key resource for parent, teacher, and all other
dispensers of knowledge.

scaffolding in early childhood education: EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION NARAYAN
CHANGDER, 2024-02-24 Note: Anyone can request the PDF version of this practice set/workbook by
emailing me at chsenet4u@gmail.com. You can also get full PDF books in quiz format on our youtube
channel https://www.youtube.com/@SmartQuizWorld-n2q .. [ will send you a PDF version of this
workbook. This book has been designed for candidates preparing for various competitive
examinations. It contains many objective questions specifically designed for different exams. Answer
keys are provided at the end of each page. It will undoubtedly serve as the best preparation material
for aspirants. This book is an engaging quiz eBook for all and offers something for everyone. This
book will satisfy the curiosity of most students while also challenging their trivia skills and
introducing them to new information. Use this invaluable book to test your subject-matter expertise.
Multiple-choice exams are a common assessment method that all prospective candidates must be
familiar with in today?s academic environment. Although the majority of students are accustomed to
this MCQ format, many are not well-versed in it. To achieve success in MCQ tests, quizzes, and trivia
challenges, one requires test-taking techniques and skills in addition to subject knowledge. It also
provides you with the skills and information you need to achieve a good score in challenging tests or
competitive examinations. Whether you have studied the subject on your own, read for pleasure, or
completed coursework, it will assess your knowledge and prepare you for competitive exams,
quizzes, trivia, and more.

scaffolding in early childhood education: Mathematics in Early Years Education Ann
Montague-Smith, Tony Cotton, Alice Hansen, Alison Price, 2017-10-09 This fourth edition of the
bestselling Mathematics in Early Years Education provides an accessible introduction to the
teaching of mathematics in the early years. Covering all areas of mathematics - number and
counting, calculation, pattern, shape, measures and data handling - it provides a wide range of
practical activities and guidance on how to support young children’s mathematical development.
There is also guidance on managing the transition to KS1 and a strong emphasis throughout on
creating home links and working in partnership with parents. This new edition has been fully
updated to incorporate the latest research and thinking in this area and includes: why mathematics
is important as a way of making sense of the world how attitudes to mathematics can influence
teaching and learning how children learn mathematics and what they are capable of learning how




technology can support maths teaching maths phobia and the impact society has on maths teaching
material on sorting, matching and handling data the importance of educating about finance in
today’s world ideas for observation and questioning to assess children’s understanding examples of
planned activities suggestions for language development assessment criteria. This textbook is ideal
for those training to be teachers through an undergraduate or PGCE route, those training for Early
Years Professional Status and those studying early childhood on foundation or honours degrees, as
well as parents looking to explore how their young children learn mathematics. This will be an
essential text for any early years practitioner looking to make mathematics interesting, exciting and
engaging in their classroom.

scaffolding in early childhood education: Teaching Young Children: Choices In Theory
And Practice Mac Naughton, Glenda, Williams, Gillian, 2008-11-01 This book presents early
childhood students and staff with a broad and diverse range of teaching techniques to support
children's learning. It examines 26 techniques ranging from simple ones, such as describing and
listening, to more complex methods, such as deconstruction and scaffolding. The strategies selected
are derived from the best current research knowledge about how young children learn. A detailed
evaluation of each strategy enables childcare staff, early childhood teachers and students to expand
their repertoire of teaching strategies and to critically evaluate their own teaching in early childhood
settings. Vignettes and examples show how early childhood staff use the techniques to support
children's learning and help to bring the discussion of each technique to life. Revised and updated in
light of the latest research, new features include: * Coverage of the phonics debate * Addition of ICT
content * Questions for further discussion * Revision to the chapter on problem solving * Updated
referencing throughout Teaching Young Children is key reading for students and experienced early
childhood staff working in diverse settings with young children.

scaffolding in early childhood education: Programming and Planning in Early
Childhood Settings Leonie Arthur, Bronwyn Beecher, Elizabeth Death, Susan Dockett, Sue
Farmer, 2017-08-07 Programming & Planning in Early Childhood Settings explores a range of
approaches to curriculum and to documenting children's learning in early childhood settings. This
valuable resource for early childhood education students and practitioners provides a broad view of
the concepts and issues in early childhood curriculum. Chapters reflect ongoing discussions about
what is meant by the terms 'planning' and 'programming' in the context of early childhood, what is
authentic curriculum for young children, and effective teaching strategies to extend young children's
learning. The strong focus on sociocultural theories of learning promotes awareness of children's
diverse experiences, competencies and learning styles, and helps readers recognise the need for
collaborative partnerships between educators, children and families in order to develop appropriate
programs. Thoroughly revised and updated, this new edition shows how chapters of the text are
relevant to the Australian Professional Standards for teachers, and highlights connections to the
school-based context. Numerous real-life examples, reflections, articles and case studies assist
students to understand a variety of educational theories, philosophies and frameworks. Throughout
the book there is a focus on the processes of reflection, evaluation and ongoing improvement.
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