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Moby Dick or The Whale by Herman Melville: An Enduring Classic of American Literature

moby dick or the whale by herman melville stands as one of the most profound and complex novels in
American literature. First published in 1851, this epic narrative delves deep into the human psyche,
nature, and the relentless pursuit of obsession. Far beyond a mere whaling adventure, Melville’s
masterpiece offers a rich tapestry of symbolism, philosophical inquiry, and vivid storytelling that continues
to captivate readers worldwide.

The Genesis of Moby Dick or The Whale by Herman Melville

Herman Melville wrote Moby Dick during a period of intense personal and professional challenge. Inspired
by his own experiences at sea and fueled by contemporary whaling voyages, Melville sought to craft a
novel that would capture both the adventure and the existential weight of man’s confrontation with
nature. The title itself — Moby Dick or The Whale — hints at the dual nature of the story: a literal hunt for
a great white whale and a metaphorical exploration of obsession and fate.

Melville’s exposure to whaling culture and nautical life allowed him to infuse the novel with authentic
details about 19th-century maritime practices, making it as much an informative guide to whaling as a
literary journey. However, what elevates the novel beyond a seafaring tale is its deep philosophical and
symbolic layers.

The Plot and Characters: More Than Just a Whale Hunt

At its core, Moby Dick or The Whale by Herman Melville tells the story of Captain Ahab’s monomaniacal
pursuit of the elusive white whale, Moby Dick. Narrated by Ishmael, a thoughtful and observant sailor, the
novel chronicles the voyage of the whaling ship Pequod. Ishmael’s perspective provides both an
everyman’s entry into this world and a reflective commentary on the events that unfold.

Key Characters

Captain Ahab: The enigmatic and driven captain obsessed with avenging his lost leg to Moby Dick.
Ahab’s relentless quest symbolizes the darker aspects of human obsession and revenge.



Ishmael: The novel’s narrator who seeks adventure and understanding. Ishmael’s philosophical
reflections offer readers insight into the broader themes of the book.

Queequeg: A skilled harpooner and Ishmael’s close friend, Queequeg represents cultural diversity
and loyalty within the Pequod’s crew.

Starbuck: The ship’s first mate, whose caution and pragmatism contrast sharply with Ahab’s
fanaticism.

The narrative follows their journey across the oceans, confronting dangers both natural and supernatural,
culminating in an epic showdown between man and whale. Yet, beneath the surface, Melville weaves
rich themes about destiny, the nature of evil, and humanity’s place in the universe.

The Themes and Symbolism in Moby Dick or The Whale by
Herman Melville

One of the reasons Moby Dick remains a staple of literary study is its layered symbolism and thematic
depth. Melville doesn’t just tell a story about whaling; he uses the whale and the sea as metaphors for
larger existential questions.

Obsession and Revenge

Captain Ahab’s single-minded pursuit of Moby Dick serves as a powerful exploration of obsession. His
fixation blinds him to reason and morality, driving the crew towards destruction. This theme resonates
universally, illustrating how unchecked obsession can consume individuals and those around them.

Man versus Nature

The novel portrays the sea and the whale as formidable forces beyond human control. Melville reflects a
19th-century understanding of nature’s vastness and indifference, emphasizing humanity’s vulnerability in
the face of natural forces. The whale itself is an almost mythic embodiment of nature’s power.

Existential Inquiry and the Search for Meaning



Through Ishmael’s reflective narration and the philosophical digressions scattered throughout the novel,
Melville examines life’s uncertainties and the human desire to find purpose. The ambiguity surrounding
Moby Dick’s nature invites readers to ponder the unknowable aspects of existence.

Race and Cultural Diversity

The diverse crew of the Pequod, including characters like Queequeg, highlights themes of brotherhood
and multiculturalism. Melville subtly advocates for a shared human experience despite cultural differences,
which was progressive for its time.

Melville’s Writing Style and Narrative Techniques

Moby Dick or The Whale by Herman Melville is notable for its unique narrative style, blending adventure
storytelling with philosophical and encyclopedic passages. The prose shifts from poetic descriptions of the
sea to detailed explanations of whaling techniques, creating a textured and immersive reading experience.

Melville employs symbolism, allegory, and a rich vocabulary that sometimes challenges readers but
rewards careful attention. The novel’s structure, alternating between action-driven chapters and reflective
discourses, keeps the narrative dynamic and thought-provoking.

Use of Language and Imagery

Melville’s use of vivid imagery brings the harsh realities of seafaring life to the page. His descriptions of the
whale, the ocean, and the Pequod’s crew are both precise and evocative, contributing to the novel’s
timeless appeal.

Narrative Voice

Ishmael’s voice is central to the novel’s tone—sometimes meditative, sometimes ironic, and often deeply
human. His perspective guides readers through the complexities of the story while inviting contemplation
on broader philosophical issues.

The Legacy and Cultural Impact of Moby Dick or The Whale by



Herman Melville

Though not initially a commercial success, Moby Dick or The Whale by Herman Melville has since become
a cornerstone of American literature and a symbol of literary ambition. Its influence extends beyond
literature into film, theater, and popular culture.

Modern Interpretations and Adaptations

Over the years, Moby Dick has inspired countless adaptations, from classic films to modern theatrical
productions. The novel’s themes of obsession and human struggle translate well into various media,
keeping Melville’s vision alive for new generations.

Why Read Moby Dick Today?

Reading Moby Dick in the modern era offers more than just a historical glimpse into 19th-century
whaling. It challenges readers to think deeply about obsession, nature, identity, and the limits of human
knowledge. Whether you approach it as an adventure, a philosophical treatise, or a historical document, the
novel remains richly rewarding.

Tips for Approaching Moby Dick or The Whale by Herman
Melville

Given its length and complexity, Moby Dick can seem daunting at first. Here are some suggestions to
enhance your reading experience:

Take Your Time: Don’t rush through the philosophical digressions; they add depth and context.

Use Annotations: Many editions include helpful notes that explain historical and nautical references.

Focus on Characters: Pay attention to the development of Ahab, Ishmael, and others to understand
the novel’s emotional core.

Explore Secondary Literature: Reading analyses or essays can enrich your understanding of the
novel’s themes and symbolism.



Engaging with Moby Dick or The Whale by Herman Melville is like embarking on your own
voyage—filled with challenges but ultimately illuminating and unforgettable.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Moby Dick or The Whale' by Herman
Melville?
The central theme of 'Moby Dick' is the destructive obsession of Captain Ahab with the white whale,
exploring themes of revenge, fate, and the struggle between man and nature.

Who is the narrator of 'Moby Dick' and why is his perspective important?
The narrator is Ishmael, a sailor aboard the Pequod. His perspective is important because he provides a
reflective and philosophical view of the events, serving as both participant and observer.

How does Herman Melville use symbolism in 'Moby Dick'?
Melville uses symbolism extensively, with the white whale representing different things such as nature's
power, the unknown, or Ahab's personal obsession, while the Pequod symbolizes a microcosm of society.

What is the significance of the character Queequeg in 'Moby Dick'?
Queequeg, a skilled harpooner of Polynesian origin, represents themes of friendship, cultural diversity, and
mutual respect, highlighting Melville's critique of prejudice and ethnocentrism.

How did 'Moby Dick' influence American literature and culture?
'Moby Dick' is considered a masterpiece of American literature, influencing countless writers and artists
with its complex narrative, deep symbolism, and exploration of existential themes, solidifying its status as a
classic.

Additional Resources
Moby Dick or The Whale by Herman Melville: A Literary Exploration of Obsession and the Human
Condition

moby dick or the whale by herman melville stands as one of the most enduring and complex works of
American literature. First published in 1851, this novel transcends its surface narrative of a whaling voyage
to probe deeply into themes of obsession, revenge, fate, and the enigmatic nature of existence. Despite its



initial commercial failure, Melville’s magnum opus has since become a cornerstone of literary studies and
an essential subject for critical analysis, capturing the imaginations of readers and scholars alike.

In-depth Analysis of Moby Dick or The Whale by Herman
Melville

At its core, moby dick or the whale by herman melville chronicles the perilous journey of Captain Ahab,
whose monomaniacal pursuit of the elusive white sperm whale, Moby Dick, frames the novel’s narrative.
The story is narrated by Ishmael, a contemplative and philosophical sailor whose observations provide a
nuanced lens through which readers experience the voyage. Beyond its adventurous plotline, the novel
delves into philosophical inquiries about man’s relationship with nature, the limits of knowledge, and the
consequences of human hubris.

Melville’s prose is notable for its rich symbolism and intricate structure. The whale itself is a multifaceted
symbol, representing nature's indifferent power, an inscrutable force, or even a God-like figure. This
ambiguity invites diverse interpretations and makes the novel a fertile ground for literary criticism.
Additionally, the narrative is interspersed with encyclopedic chapters detailing the biology of whales, the
mechanics of whaling, and the social dynamics aboard the Pequod, which lend the novel a unique texture
blending fiction with factual exposition.

Thematic Depth and Symbolism

One of the most compelling aspects of moby dick or the whale by herman melville is its exploration of
obsession and its destructive potential. Captain Ahab’s fixation on killing Moby Dick transcends rationality,
driving him to sacrifice his ship and crew in a quest that is as much metaphysical as it is physical. This
theme resonates with universal questions about the nature of revenge and the costs of single-minded
obsession.

The novel also addresses the theme of fate versus free will. Ahab’s struggle can be read as a defiant
challenge against an indifferent universe, where his relentless pursuit symbolizes humanity’s attempt to
impose meaning on chaos. Meanwhile, Ishmael’s reflective narration often contemplates the inscrutability
of fate and the human need to find order in the seemingly random forces of nature.

Characters and Their Roles

The depth of characterization in moby dick or the whale by herman melville elevates the story beyond a
simple adventure tale. Captain Ahab embodies the archetype of the tragic hero, whose fatal flaw—his



obsession—ultimately leads to his downfall. His complex psychology and charismatic intensity make him
one of literature’s most memorable figures.

Ishmael, the novel’s narrator, provides a counterbalance to Ahab’s extremism through his philosophical
musings and open-minded curiosity. Other characters, such as Queequeg, Starbuck, and Stubb, represent a
microcosm of society, reflecting diverse cultural backgrounds and ethical viewpoints. This diversity
enriches the narrative, allowing Melville to explore themes of camaraderie, cultural difference, and
morality on the high seas.

Comparative Context and Literary Significance

When contextualized within 19th-century American literature, moby dick or the whale by herman
melville represents a bold departure from the often sentimental and straightforward narratives of its time.
Its complex narrative style, blending realism with symbolism, aligns it with the broader Romantic and
Dark Romantic movements, where writers sought to explore the darker aspects of human nature and the
sublime forces of the natural world.

Comparatively, while Nathaniel Hawthorne’s works often focus on moral allegory and Puritanical guilt,
Melville’s novel adopts a more existential approach, grappling with ambiguity and the limits of human
understanding. This complexity initially contributed to its lukewarm reception but ultimately secured its
place as a foundational text for modernist and postmodernist literary analysis.

Pros and Cons of the Novel’s Style and Structure

Pros: The novel’s rich symbolism and philosophical depth encourage multiple readings and
interpretations, making it a rewarding text for scholars and literary enthusiasts. Melville’s detailed
descriptions of whaling provide authenticity and a vivid sense of place.

Cons: The encyclopedic chapters on whales and whaling, while informative, can disrupt narrative
flow and challenge casual readers. The dense prose and complex themes require a patient and
attentive readership.

Legacy and Influence

The legacy of moby dick or the whale by herman melville extends far beyond its initial publication. It has



inspired countless adaptations in film, theater, and popular culture, attesting to the novel’s enduring appeal.
Its themes of obsession, humanity’s struggle against nature, and the search for truth continue to resonate in
contemporary discourse.

Academically, the novel remains a staple in literary curricula worldwide, studied for its narrative
innovation, thematic complexity, and symbolic richness. It also serves as an important reference point for
discussions about American identity, maritime history, and the evolution of the novel as a literary form.

In exploring the depths of human ambition and the mysteries of the natural world, moby dick or the
whale by herman melville challenges readers to confront the vast and often unfathomable forces that shape
existence. Its enduring significance lies in its capacity to provoke reflection on the human condition,
making it a timeless masterpiece in the canon of world literature.

Moby Dick Or The Whale By Herman Melville
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  moby dick or the whale by herman melville: Moby-Dick, Or, The Whale Herman Melville,
2001 Looking for adventure and a new life, Ishmael, the story's narrator, decides to find work on a
whaling boat. On arriving at the Massachusetts harbour to begin his search, the only bed available is
already half occupied by a cannibal named Queequeg. Although Queequeg has limited English, a
friendship forms and the two men sign up for work together aboard the Pequod under the infamous
Captain Ahab.
  moby dick or the whale by herman melville: Moby Dick Herman Melville, 1892 A literary
classic that wasn't recognized for its merits until decades after its publication, Herman Melville's
Moby-Dick tells the tale of a whaling ship and its crew, who are carried progressively further out to
sea by the fiery Captain Ahab. Obsessed with killing the massive whale, which had previously bitten
off Ahab's leg, the seasoned seafarer steers his ship to confront the creature, while the rest of the
shipmates, including the young narrator, Ishmael, and the harpoon expert, Queequeg, must contend
with their increasingly dire journey. The book invariably lands on any short list of the greatest
American novels.
  moby dick or the whale by herman melville: Moby Dick Herman Melville, 2018-09-04
Perhaps the greatest of all American novels, Moby Dick is newly presented with sixty inspiring
full-page illustrations that bring fresh life and emotional depth to this classic of literature. Every
reader knows the obsessive story of Captain Ahab and the famous white whale. Moby Dick is the
great American novel, a monument of literature. Based on the events depicted in the “Narrative of
the Most Extraordinary and Distressing Shipwreck of the Whale-Ship Essex” and the legend of
“Mocha Dick, it is the story of the wandering sailor Ishmael and his voyage aboard the whaling ship
the Pequod. Commanded by the obsessed Captain Ahab, a man who is hell-bent on revenge against a
white whale of incredible ferocity, the Pequod and its crew are tasked with this singular goal,
whatever the emotional or human cost. It is a novel rich with symbolism and complex themes. But
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this mythical adventure has never been portrayed in such a powerful way and with such striking
illustrations, presenting a new perspective on this cornerstone of American literature. It marks a
wonderful entry point for new readers to discover Melville's universe—and a beautiful edition for the
countless dedicated readers of this unique novel.
  moby dick or the whale by herman melville: Moby Dick Herman Melville, 2016-03-15 Moby
Dick by Herman Melville from Coterie Classics All Coterie Classics have been formatted for ereaders
and devices and include a bonus link to the free audio book. “I try all things, I achieve what I can.”
― Herman Melville, Moby-Dick Moby Dick by Herman Melville is about one captain's search for the
white whale.
  moby dick or the whale by herman melville: Moby Dick; Or, The Whale by Herman
Melville Herman Melville, 2020-10-31 One of the greatest books ever written. A splendid
masterpiece.
  moby dick or the whale by herman melville: Moby-Dick or, The Whale - Herman Melville
Herman Melville, 2021-05-20 Moby-Dick; or, The Whale is an 1851 novel by American writer
Herman Melville. The book is the sailor Ishmael's narrative of the obsessive quest of Ahab, captain
of the whaling ship Pequod, for revenge on Moby Dick, the giant white sperm whale that on the
ship's previous voyage bit off Ahab's leg at the knee. A contribution to the literature of the American
Renaissance, Moby-Dick was published to mixed reviews, was a commercial failure, and was out of
print at the time of the author's death in 1891. Its reputation as a Great American Novel was
established only in the 20th century, after the centennial of its author's birth. William Faulkner said
he wished he had written the book himself, and D. H. Lawrence called it one of the strangest and
most wonderful books in the world and the greatest book of the sea ever written. Its opening
sentence, Call me Ishmael, is among world literature's most famous
  moby dick or the whale by herman melville: MOBY-DICK; Or, the WHALE by Herman
Melville (Annotated) Herman Melville, 2021-05-12 The novel Moby Dick by Herman Melville is an
epic tale of the voyage of the whaling ship the Pequod and its captain, Ahab, who relentlessly
pursues the great Sperm Whale (the title character) during a journey around the world. The narrator
of the novel is Ishmael, a sailor on the Pequod who undertakes the journey out of his affection for the
sea.Moby Dick begins with Ishmael's arrival in New Bedford as he travels toward Nantucket. He
rests at the Spouter Inn in New Bedford, where he meets Queequeg, a harpooner from New Zealand
who will also sail on the Pequod. Although Queequeg appears dangerous, he and Ishmael must share
a bed together and the narrator quickly grows fond of the somewhat uncivilized harpooner.
Queequeg is actually the son of a High Chief who left New Zealand because of his desire to learn
among Christians. The next day, Ishmael attends a church service and listens to a sermon by Father
Mapple, a renowned preacher who delivers a sermon considering Jonah and the whale that
concludes that the tale is a lesson to preacher Truth in the face of Falsehood.On a schooner to
Nantucket, Ishmael and Queequeg come across a local bumpkin who mocks Queequeg. However,
when this bumpkin is swept overboard, Queequeg saves him. In Nantucket, Queequeg and Ishmael
choose between three ships for a year journey, and decide upon the Pequod. The Captain of the
Pequod, Peleg, is now retired, and merely owns the boat with another Quaker, Bildad. Peleg tells
them of the new captain, Ahab, and immediately describes him as a grand and ungodly man. Before
leaving for their voyage, Ishmael and Queequeg come across a stranger named Elijah who predicts
disaster on their journey. Before leaving on the Pequod, Elijah again predicts disaster.Ishmael and
Queequeg board the Pequod, where Captain Ahab is still unseen, secluded in his own cabin. Peleg
and Bildad consult with Starbuck, the first mate. He is a Quaker and a Nantucket native who is quite
practical. The second mate is Stubb, a Cape Cod native with a more jovial and carefree attitude. The
third is Flask, a Martha's Vineyard native with a pugnacious attitude. Melville introduces the rest of
the crew, including the Indian harpooner Tashtego, the African harpooner Daggoo.Several days into
the voyage, Ahab finally appears as a man seemingly made of bronze who stands on an ivory leg
fashioned from whalebone. He eventually gets into a violent argument with Stubb when the second
mate makes a joke at Ahab's expense, and kicks him. This leads Stubb to dream of kicking Ahab's



ivory leg off, but Flask claims that the kick from Ahab is a sign of honor.At last, Ahab tells the crew
of the Pequod to look for a white-headed whale with a wrinkled brow: Moby Dick, the legendary
whale that took Ahab's leg. Starbuck tells Ahab that his obsession with Moby Dick is madness, but
Ahab claims that all things are masks and there is some unknown reasoning behind that mask that
man must strike through. For Ahab, Moby Dick is that mask. Ahab himself seems to recognize his
own madness. Starbuck begins to worry that the ship is overmatched by the mad captain and knows
that he will see an impious end to Ahab.While Queequeg and Ishmael weave a sword-mat for lashing
to their boat, the Pequod soon comes upon a whale and Ahab orders his crew to their boats. Ahab
orders his special crew, which Ishmael compares to phantoms, to their boats. The crew attacks a
whale and Queequeg does strike it, but this is insufficient to kill it. Among the phantoms in the boat
is Fedallah, a sinister Parsee.After passing the Cape of Good Hope, the Pequod comes across the
Goney (Albatross), another ship on its voyage. Ahab asks whether they have seen Moby Dick as the
ships pass one another, but Ahab cannot hear his answer. The mere passing of the ships is
unorthodox behavior, for ships will generally have a 'gam,' a meeting between two ships. The
Pequod does have a gam with the next ship it encounters, the Town-Ho.
  moby dick or the whale by herman melville: Moby Dick Herman Melville, 2017-11-10 Large
Print, Dyslexia-Friendly Edition: Call me Ishmael. This classic story by Herman Melville follows the
keen young whaler, Ishmael, aboard the Pequod for his first whaling mission, and Captain Ahab's
obsession with a huge white whale, Moby Dick. The captain lost his leg to the creature years earlier
and as the crew soon learns, Ahab will stop at nothing to avenge his nemesis.
  moby dick or the whale by herman melville: Moby Dick Or The Whale Herman Melville,
2020-11-27 Moby-Dick or, The Whale (1851) is a novel by Herman Melville considered an
outstanding work of Romanticism and the American Renaissance. Ishmael narrates the
monomaniacal quest of Ahab, captain of the whaler Pequod, for revenge on Moby Dick, a white
whale which on a previous voyage destroyed Ahab's ship and severed his leg at the knee. Although
the novel was a commercial failure and out of print at the time of the author's death in 1891, its
reputation as a Great American Novel grew during the twentieth century. William Faulkner
confessed he wished he had written it himself, and D. H. Lawrence called it one of the strangest and
most wonderful books in the world, and the greatest book of the sea ever written. Call me Ishmael is
one of world literature's most famous opening sentences. The product of a year and a half of writing,
the book is dedicated to Nathaniel Hawthorne, in token of my admiration for his genius, and draws
on Melville's experience at sea, on his reading in whaling literature, and on literary inspirations such
as Shakespeare and the Bible. The detailed and realistic descriptions of whale hunting and of
extracting whale oil, as well as life aboard ship among a culturally diverse crew, are mixed with
exploration of class and social status, good and evil, and the existence of God. In addition to
narrative prose, Melville uses styles and literary devices ranging from songs, poetry and catalogs to
Shakespearean stage directions, soliloquies and asides.
  moby dick or the whale by herman melville: Moby Dick or The Whale Herman Melville,
2024-09-10 Embark on an epic voyage with Herman Melville's classic, Moby-Dick; or, The Whale.
This timeless masterpiece captures the relentless pursuit of vengeance and the profound depths of
human obsession as narrated by the sailor Ishmael. Join Captain Ahab on his fateful quest aboard
the whaling ship Pequod as he seeks revenge against Moby Dick, the formidable white whale that
maimed him. Melville's intricate narrative and vivid descriptions dive deep into the complexities of
fate, nature, and the human spirit. But what drives Ahab’s unyielding pursuit of the whale? Is his
quest fueled by personal vengeance, or does it symbolize a deeper struggle against the forces of
nature and destiny? Explore the rich tapestry of Melville's prose, where every chapter unravels new
dimensions of adventure and existential reflection. This novel is not just a story of a whale hunt; it's
a profound exploration of humanity's struggles and aspirations. Are you ready to journey into the
heart of the sea and confront the mysteries of Moby-Dick; or, The Whale? Experience Melville's epic
tale and discover the challenges faced by Captain Ahab and his crew. Purchase your copy of
Moby-Dick; or, The Whale today, and immerse yourself in one of the greatest literary adventures



ever told.
  moby dick or the whale by herman melville: Moby Dick , Or, The Whale (Annotated) Herman
Melville, 1851 Herman Melville, an American author, wrote Moby-Dick, a novel first published in
1851. Among the most influential pieces of American literature and a tremendous work of world
literature, it's frequently cited as a classic of literature. The novel is a complicated and varied
investigation of subjects like obsession, revenge, the nature of bad and human interaction with
nature. Ishmael is a man who joins the whaling vessel Pequod, commanded by the vengeful and
mysterious Captain a Hab, and recounts the story. Ahab is determined to catch and eliminate the
white sperm whale Moby Dick, who bit off his leg during an earlier expedition. The story follows the
crew of the PequoD as they try making this risky and symbolic journey - and come across several
adventures as well as challenges in the process. The Moby-Dick is famous for its symbolic acuity and
philosophical breadth. It looks at the intricate nature of human beings and the effects of unchecked
lust and ambition. The novel is likewise full of detail as well as complexity because of comprehensive
and frequently scientific descriptions of whales and whagging practices. The book has been
examined as well as interpreted scholarlyally because of its symbolism and themes, and has been
adapted into movies, plays along with other literature. The canon of American literature consists of
it as an important and important work.
  moby dick or the whale by herman melville: Moby Dick by Herman Melville Herman
Melville, 2021-04 Moby Dick is a novel by Herman Melville, published in London in October 1851 as
The Whale and a month later in New York City as Moby-Dick; or, The Whale. It is dedicated to
Nathaniel Hawthorne. Moby Dick is generally regarded as Melville's magnum opus and one of the
greatest American novels.
  moby dick or the whale by herman melville: Moby Dick Herman Melville, 2014-11-24
Moby-Dick; or, The Whale (1851) is a novel by Herman Melville, in which Ishmael narrates the
monomaniacal quest of Ahab, captain of the whaler Pequod, for revenge on the albino sperm whale
Moby Dick, which on a previous voyage destroyed Ahab's ship and severed his leg at the knee.
Although the novel was a commercial failure and out of print at the time of the author's death in
1891, its reputation grew immensely during the twentieth century. D. H. Lawrence called it one of
the strangest and most wonderful books in the world, and the greatest book of the sea ever written.
Moby-Dick is considered a Great American Novel and an outstanding work of the Romantic period in
America and the American Renaissance. Call me Ishmael is one of world literature's most famous
opening sentences.The product of a year and a half of writing, the book is dedicated to Nathaniel
Hawthorne, in token of my admiration for his genius, and draws on Melville's experience at sea, on
his reading in whaling literature, and on literary inspirations such as Shakespeare and the Bible. The
detailed and realistic descriptions of whale hunting and of extracting whale oil, as well as life aboard
ship among a culturally diverse crew, are mixed with exploration of class and social status, good and
evil, and the existence of God. In addition to narrative prose, Melville uses styles and literary devices
ranging from songs, poetry and catalogs to Shakespearean stage directions, soliloquies and
asides.The author changed the title at the very last moment in September 1851. The work first
appeared as The Whale in London in October 1851, and then under its definitive title Moby-Dick in
New York in November. The whale, however, appears in both the London and New York editions as
Moby Dick, with no hyphen. The British edition of five hundred copies was not reprinted during the
author's life, the American of almost three thousand was reprinted three times at approximately 250
copies, the last reprinting in 1871. These figures are exaggerated because three hundred copies
were destroyed in a fire at Harper's; only 3,200 copies were actually sold during the author's life.
  moby dick or the whale by herman melville: Moby-Dick Or, the Whale Herman Herman
Melville, 2020-10-15 Moby-Dick or, The Whale by Herman Melville
  moby dick or the whale by herman melville: Moby Dick Globe Fearon, Herman Melville,
1991 A young seaman joins the crew of the fanatical Captain Ahab in pursuit of the white whale
Moby Dick.
  moby dick or the whale by herman melville: Moby Dick; Or, The Whale Illustrated



Herman Melville, 2020-11-20 ★Moby Dick or The Whale, The True Story★ Moby-Dick; or, The Whale
is a novel by Herman Melville, considered an outstanding work of Romanticism and the American
Renaissance, in which Ishmael narrates the monomaniacal quest of Ahab, captain of the whaler
Pequod, for revenge on the albino sperm whale Moby Dick, which on a previous voyage destroyed
Ahab's ship and severed his leg at the knee. Although the novel was a commercial failure and out of
print at the time of the author's death in 1891, its reputation grew immensely during the twentieth
century. On board the whaling ship Pequod a crew of wise men and fools, renegades and seeming
phantoms is hurled through treacherous seas by crazed Captain Ahab, a man hell-bent on hunting
down the mythic White Whale. Herman Melville transforms the little world of the whale ship into a
crucible where mankind's fears, faith and frailties are pitted against a relentless fate.
  moby dick or the whale by herman melville: Moby Dick Herman Meliville, 2015-12-14 A
critical and commercial failure in it's day, Moby Dick none the less emerged in the 20th century as a
literary power house. D.H. Lawrence and other prominent authors in the 1920s lauded the books
exquisite prose and profound themes. Moby Dick commands a stillness in the soul, an awe . . . - D.H.
Lawrence.
  moby dick or the whale by herman melville: Moby Dick; Or, the Whale Herman Melville,
2021-08-21 Moby Dick or The Whale is the story by Herman Melville of an eerily compelling
madman pursuing an unholy war against a creature as vast and dangerous and unknowable as the
sea itself. But more than just a novel of adventure, more than an encyclopedia of whaling lore and
legend. Moby Dick or The Whale is a haunting mesmerizing, and important social commentary
populated with several of the most unforgettable and enduring characters in literature. Written with
wonderfully redemptive humor, Moby Dick or The Whale is a profound and timeless inquiry into
character, faith, and the nature of perception. Ishmael narrates the monomaniacal quest of Ahab,
captain of the whaler Pequod, for revenge on the albino sperm whale Moby Dick, which on a
previous voyage destroyed Ahab's ship and severed his leg at the knee. Although the novel was a
commercial failure and out of print at the time of the author's death in 1891, its reputation grew
immensely during the twentieth century. D. H. Lawrence called it one of the strangest and most
wonderful books in the world, and the greatest book of the sea ever written. Moby Dick is
considered a Great American Novel and an outstanding work of the Romantic period in America and
the American Renaissance. Call me Ishmael is one of world literature's most famous opening
sentences. Moby Dick written by Herman Melville is a great book highly recommended to read . dick
moby dick mobydick white whale moby dick book who wrote moby dick mobby dick moby dick book
moby dick captain moby dick author moby dicks moby dick whale moby dyck movi dick what kind of
whale was moby dick moby duck author of moby dick dick moby herman melville moby dick And was
originally published in 1851.
  moby dick or the whale by herman melville: Moby-Dick Herman Melville, 2002-12-31
Herman Melville’s masterpiece of obsession and the untamed sea, one of the greatest works of
imagination in literary history—featuring an introduction by Andrew Delbanco and notes by Tom
Quirk. This edition features the Northwestern-Newberry edition of Melville's text, approved by the
Center for Scholarly Editions and the Center for Editions of American Authors of the MLA.
Nominated as one of America’s best-loved novels by PBS’s The Great American Read Moby-Dick still
stands as an indisputable literary classic. It is the story of an eerily compelling madman pursuing an
unholy war against a creature as vast and dangerous and unknowable as the sea itself. But more
than just a novel of adventure, more than an encyclopedia of whaling lore and legend, Moby-Dick is
a haunting, mesmerizing, and important social commentary populated with several of the most
unforgettable and enduring characters in literature. Written with wonderfully redemptive humor,
Moby-Dick is a profound and timeless inquiry into character, faith, and the nature of perception.
Penguin Classics is the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world,
representing a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and
disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and
notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by



award-winning translators.
  moby dick or the whale by herman melville: Moby Dick; Gold, the Whale Herman Melville,
2017-11-16 MOBY-DICKMoby-Dick; or, The Whale is a novel by the American writer Herman
Melville, published in 1851 during the American Renaissance. Sailor Ishmael tells the story of the
obsessive quest of Ahab, captain of the whaling ship Pequod, for revenge for Moby Dick, the white
whale who, during the previous whaling trip, bit Ahab's leg at the knee. The novel was a commercial
failure and exhausted at the time of the author's death in 1891, but during the 20th century, his
reputation as a great American novel was established. William Faulkner confessed that he would
have liked to write it himself, and DH Lawrence called it one of the strangest and most wonderful
books in the world, and the greatest book of the sea ever written. Call me Ishmael is among the most
famous opening phrases of world literature.The result of a year and a half of writing, the book draws
on Melville's experience at sea, his reading of whale literature and literary inspirations such as
Shakespeare and the Bible. The white whale is modeled on the famous albino whale Mocha Dick,
whose end is based on the sinking of the whale whale Essex. Detailed and realistic descriptions of
whaling and whale oil extraction, as well as life on board a culturally diverse crew, are mixed with
the exploration of social and class status, good and evil and the existence of God. In addition to
narrative prose, Melville uses literary styles and devices ranging from songs, poetry, and catalogs to
Shakespeare's scenic directions, soliloquies, and sides.Dedicated to Nathaniel Hawthorne, as a sign
of my admiration for his genius, the work was first published under the title The Whale in London in
October 1851, and under its definitive title in New York in November. Hundreds of differences,
mostly light and some important, are observed between the two editions. The London publisher has
censored or changed sensitive passages and Melville has made revisions, including the last-minute
change of title for the New York edition. The whale, however, appears in both editions as Moby Dick,
without a hyphen.HERMAN MELVILLEHerman Melville (August 1, 1819 - September 28, 1891) was
an American novelist, a news writer, and a poet of the American Renaissance period. His best-known
works include Typee (1846), a romantic account of his experiences in Polynesian life, and his
whaling novel Moby-Dick (1851). His work has been almost forgotten in his last 30 years. His writing
is based on his experience at sea as a common sailor, the exploration of literature and philosophy,
and the engagement in the contradictions of American society in a period of rapid change. He
developed a complex Baroque style; the vocabulary is rich and original, a strong sense of rhythm
permeates the elaborate sentences, the imagery is often mystical or ironic, and the abundance of
allusions extends to biblical writing, to myth, to philosophy, to literature and the visual arts.Melville
was born in New York, the third child of a dry French merchant. His formal education ended
abruptly after his father's death in 1832, leaving the family in a difficult financial situation. He
briefly became a teacher before sinking in 1839 as a seaman on a merchant ship. In 1840, he signed
aboard the whaler Acushnet on his first whaling trip, but jumped ship in the Marquesas Islands. He
returned to Boston in 1844 after other adventures.His first book was Typee (1846), a highly
romanticized account of his life among the Polynesians. He became such a bestseller that he wrote
the Omoo Suite (1847). These successes encouraged her to marry Elizabeth Shaw, daughter of a
prominent Boston family, but success was hard to maintain. His first novel that was not based on his
own experiences was Tuesday (1849), a tale of the sea that develops into a philosophical allegory -
but it was not well received.
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