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Zora Neale Hurston Mules and Men: Exploring Folklore, Culture, and Identity

zora neale hurston mules and men stands as a seminal work in American
literature, blending anthropology, folklore, and storytelling to capture the
rich cultural tapestry of African American life in the early 20th century.
This groundbreaking collection of folktales and ethnographic accounts offers
readers a vivid glimpse into the oral traditions of the South and the
Caribbean, brought to life through Hurston’s unique voice and insightful
perspective. But beyond its surface as a simple compilation of stories, Mules
and Men reveals deeper layers about identity, resilience, and the power of
cultural preservation.

The Origins and Context of Zora Neale Hurston
Mules and Men

To truly appreciate zora neale hurston mules and men, it'’s important to
understand the historical and cultural context in which it was written.
Published in 1935 during the Harlem Renaissance, a period of intense African
American artistic and intellectual activity, the book represents Hurston’s
dual passion as both a writer and an anthropologist. Trained under Franz Boas
at Columbia University, Hurston approached folklore with the rigor of a
scholar but the heart of a storyteller.

Anthropology Meets Literature

Hurston’s work in Mules and Men straddles the line between academic study and
narrative art. She traveled throughout Florida and Louisiana, gathering
stories, songs, and customs from African American communities. The book’s
structure alternates between Hurston’s personal journey collecting tales and
the folktales themselves, creating an immersive experience that feels both
intimate and authentic.

This method was revolutionary because it gave agency to the voices of Black
folk culture, which had often been dismissed or appropriated by outsiders.
Hurston’s narrative style preserves the rhythms of speech, humor, and wisdom
characteristic of the communities she documented.

Key Themes in Mules and Men

While zora neale hurston mules and men is primarily a collection of folk
narratives, it also explores broader themes that resonate deeply with readers



today.

The Power of Oral Tradition

At its core, Mules and Men celebrates the oral tradition as a vital means of
cultural transmission. Folktales, songs, and rituals carry collective
memories, values, and lessons from generation to generation. Hurston’s
documentation preserves these traditions at a time when rapid social changes
threatened to erase them.

The stories often feature trickster figures, tales of cleverness, humor, and
survival-elements that reflect the lived realities of African American
communities facing oppression and hardship. Through these narratives, Hurston
illustrates how folklore serves as a form of resistance and empowerment.

Identity and Self-Representation

Hurston was deeply invested in portraying African American culture on its own
terms, resisting stereotypes and simplistic portrayals prevalent in
mainstream media. Mules and Men is a celebration of Black identity,
showcasing the richness and complexity of its cultural expressions.

By recording vernacular speech and everyday life with respect and affection,
Hurston challenges assumptions about “high” versus “low” culture. Her work
invites readers to recognize the sophistication and artistry embedded in folk
practices.

Notable Stories and Their Significance

Among the many tales featured in zora neale hurston mules and men, several
stand out for their narrative power and cultural insight.

Br'er Rabbit and the Trickster Tradition

One of the recurring figures in the collection is Br’er Rabbit, a classic
trickster character whose cunning and wit allow him to outsmart stronger
adversaries. This archetype has roots in African folklore and was adapted in
the American South as a symbol of resilience.

Hurston’s retelling of Br'’er Rabbit stories captures their humor and moral
complexity, reminding readers of the importance of intelligence and
adaptability in the face of adversity.



Roots of Hoodoo and Spiritual Practices

Mules and Men also delves into African American spiritual traditions,
including Hoodoo. Hurston explores the rituals, beliefs, and symbolism
embedded within these practices, demystifying them while respecting their
cultural significance.

Her firsthand accounts provide valuable insights into how spirituality
functioned as a source of hope and community cohesion, especially during
times of social marginalization.

The Lasting Impact of Zora Neale Hurston Mules
and Men

Hurston’s work has had a profound influence on both folklore studies and
African American literature. By centering authentic voices and cultural
knowledge, Mules and Men paved the way for future scholarship and creative
work that honors marginalized histories.

Influence on Contemporary Writers and Scholars

Many writers and academics draw inspiration from Hurston’s approach to
storytelling and cultural documentation. Her blending of personal narrative
with ethnographic detail remains a model for exploring identity and heritage
in a nuanced way.

Authors such as Toni Morrison and Alice Walker have acknowledged Hurston’s
impact on their own work, particularly in how they represent Black experience
with complexity and dignity.

Preservation of Cultural Heritage

In an era where globalization and modernization threaten to homogenize
cultures, Mules and Men stands as a testament to the importance of preserving
folk traditions. It encourages readers to value oral histories and community
knowledge as living legacies.

For educators and cultural practitioners, Hurston’s book offers a rich
resource for understanding African American folklore and its role in shaping
collective identity.



Tips for Reading and Appreciating Mules and Men

If you’'re new to zora neale hurston mules and men or looking to deepen your
understanding, here are some suggestions:

e Read aloud: The book’s beauty lies in its language and rhythms. Reading
the stories aloud helps capture the musicality of the dialect and the
storyteller’s voice.

e Consider the historical context: Reflect on the social and cultural
circumstances of the 1930s and how they influenced Hurston’s work.

e Explore related folklore: Compare stories from Mules and Men with other
folk traditions to appreciate common themes and unique variations.

e Engage with secondary sources: Look into anthropological and literary
critiques to gain deeper insights into Hurston’s methods and
significance.

Exploring zora neale hurston mules and men is more than just reading a
collection of folktales; it’s an invitation to experience a vibrant cultural
heritage and understand the enduring power of storytelling in shaping
identity and community. Hurston’s work remains a vital bridge connecting past
and present, reminding us all of the richness found in voices long
overlooked.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the title 'Mules and
Men' by Zora Neale Hurston?

The title 'Mules and Men' reflects the themes of labor, endurance, and the
human condition explored in the book. Hurston uses the metaphor of mules to
represent the strength and resilience of African American people,
particularly in the context of folklore and storytelling.

How does Zora Neale Hurston incorporate folklore in
'Mules and Men'?

Hurston incorporates African American folklore by collecting and retelling
traditional stories, songs, and cultural practices from the communities she
studied. This ethnographic approach preserves the oral traditions and
highlights the richness of black cultural heritage.



What is the primary focus of 'Mules and Men' by Zora
Neale Hurston?

The primary focus of 'Mules and Men' is on African American folklore,
including folktales, hoodoo practices, and cultural rituals. The book
combines Hurston's anthropological research with her narrative style to
document the lives and stories of black communities in the American South and
Florida.

How did Zora Neale Hurston's background influence
'Mules and Men'?

Hurston's upbringing in Eatonville, Florida, one of the first all-black
towns, and her training in anthropology influenced her approach in 'Mules and
Men.' Her insider perspective allowed her to authentically capture the voices
and experiences of African American communities.

In what ways does 'Mules and Men' contribute to
African American literary and cultural history?

‘Mules and Men' is a pioneering work that bridges literature and
anthropology, preserving African American folklore and cultural practices. It
offers valuable insights into black identity, resilience, and creativity
during the early 20th century, contributing to the Harlem Renaissance and
cultural preservation.

What narrative style does Hurston use in 'Mules and
Men'?

Hurston employs a conversational and engaging narrative style, often using
humor and dialect to authentically represent the voices of the people she
documents. This style makes the folklore accessible and vivid while
maintaining its cultural integrity.

Why is 'Mules and Men' considered a groundbreaking
work in folklore studies?

'Mules and Men' is groundbreaking because it was one of the first works to
document African American folklore from an insider’s perspective. Hurston's
combination of participant observation and storytelling challenged previous
academic approaches and emphasized the importance of cultural context in
folklore studies.

Additional Resources

Zora Neale Hurston Mules and Men: An In-Depth Exploration of Folklore,



Culture, and Ethnography

zora neale hurston mules and men stands as a seminal work in the study of
African American folklore and cultural history. Published in 1935, this
groundbreaking collection of folktales and ethnographic research offers
unique insights into the lives, beliefs, and traditions of Black communities
in the American South and Florida. As an anthropologist, folklorist, and
novelist, Hurston combined rigorous academic inquiry with vivid storytelling,
capturing a rich cultural tapestry often overlooked or marginalized in early
20th-century scholarship.

This article delves into the layers of Hurston’s "Mules and Men," analyzing
its significance, methodology, and lasting impact on folklore studies and
African American literature. By examining the book’s content, context, and
critical reception, we gain a deeper understanding of Hurston’s role as both
a documentarian and a creative force.

The Historical and Cultural Context of Mules
and Men

Zora Neale Hurston conducted her fieldwork during the Harlem Renaissance, a
period marked by burgeoning African American artistic and intellectual
expression. Unlike many of her contemporaries who focused on urban
experiences, Hurston turned her attention to rural Black communities,
capturing oral traditions that had been handed down for generations.

Hurston’s ethnographic journey took her to Florida’s small towns and the Deep
South, where she gathered stories, songs, and rituals directly from community
members. This was more than folklore collection; it was a deliberate act of

cultural preservation amid pervasive racial discrimination and social change.

Anthropological Approach and Methodology

Hurston’s method diverged significantly from traditional ethnography of the
time. Rather than maintaining strict observational distance, she immersed
herself in the communities, blending participant observation with
storytelling. Her narrative voice is both scholarly and engaging, reflecting
her dual identity as an academic and an insider within Black culture.

Her work highlights the importance of oral tradition as a living, evolving
practice rather than a static relic. This approach allowed her to capture the
nuances of dialect, humor, and performance embedded in the folklore she
recorded, an aspect often lost in more clinical ethnographies.



Content and Thematic Analysis

"Mules and Men" is divided into two main parts: the first focusing on the
folklore of Eatonville, Florida—-Hurston’s hometown—and the second on Hoodoo
practices in New Orleans and Louisiana. This structure underscores the
diversity within African American cultural expressions.

Folktales and Storytelling Traditions

The Eatonville section presents a rich collection of tales featuring
trickster figures such as Brer Rabbit and John the Conqueror. These stories
function both as entertainment and as vehicles for cultural values, social
critique, and survival strategies within oppressive environments. Hurston’s
retelling preserves the rhythm and vernacular speech that give these tales
their distinctive character.

Hoodoo and Spiritual Practices

The latter half of the book offers an ethnographic account of Hoodoo, a
system of folk magic and spirituality rooted in African traditions and
adapted in the Americas. Hurston not only describes rituals and charms but
also contextualizes Hoodoo as a form of resistance and empowerment among
African Americans.

This section provides rare firsthand documentation of spiritual practitioners
and their beliefs, challenging stereotypes and expanding academic discourse
on African diasporic religions.

Significance and Impact on Folklore and African
American Studies

Hurston’s "Mules and Men" is often hailed as a pioneering text that bridges
literature and anthropology. Its significance can be measured by several
factors:

* Preservation of Oral Traditions: Hurston safeguarded stories and
practices at risk of disappearing amid modernization and cultural
assimilation.

e Cultural Authenticity: Unlike many contemporary collectors, she
presented folklore from an insider’s perspective, preserving dialects
and cultural context.



e Interdisciplinary Influence: The book has informed fields ranging from
African American literature and cultural studies to anthropology and
religious studies.

However, the work is not without critiques. Some scholars argue that
Hurston’s blending of scholarly and narrative modes complicates the academic
rigor expected in ethnography. Others question the extent to which her
personal interpretations may have influenced the content.

Comparisons with Contemporary Folklore Collections

Comparing "Mules and Men" to earlier collections by white folklorists reveals
distinct differences. Whereas earlier works often exoticized or sanitized
African American folklore, Hurston’s text foregrounds the vibrancy and
complexity of Black cultural expression. Her use of vernacular speech and
inclusion of social commentary set the work apart as both a scholarly and
literary achievement.

Legacy and Continued Relevance

Decades after its publication, "Mules and Men" remains a cornerstone in the
study of African American folklore. Its influence is evident in subsequent
scholarship, creative writing, and cultural preservation efforts. Hurston’s
blending of ethnography and narrative paved the way for more nuanced,
empathetic approaches to cultural documentation.

Today, the book is widely studied not only for its content but also for what
it reveals about the intersections of race, culture, and identity in America.
Its continuing popularity underscores the enduring power of folklore as a
means of understanding history and human experience.

In examining "zora neale hurston mules and men," one appreciates not only the
rich stories it contains but also the methodological innovations and cultural
insights it embodies. Hurston’s work challenges us to listen closely to
voices from the margins and to recognize the profound significance of
folklore in shaping collective memory and identity.

Zora Neale Hurston Mules And Men
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zora neale hurston mules and men: Mules and Men Zora Neale Hurston, 2009-10-13 Zora
Neale Hurston brings us Black America’s folklore as only she can, putting the oral history on the
written page with grace and understanding. This new edition of Mules and Men features a new
cover and a P.S. section which includes insights, interviews, and more. For the student of cultural
history, Mules and Men is a treasury of Black America’s folklore as collected by Zora Neale Hurston,
the storyteller and anthropologist who grew up hearing the songs and sermons, sayings and tall
tales that have formed and oral history of the South since the time of slavery. Set intimately within
the social context of Black life, the stories, “big old lies,” songs, voodoo customs, and superstitions
recorded in these pages capture the imagination and bring back to life the humor and wisdom that is
the unique heritage of Black Americans.

zora neale hurston mules and men: Zora Neale Hurston Cynthia Davis, Verner D. Mitchell,
2013-05-09 Zora Neale Hurston (1891-1960), the most prominent of the Harlem Renaissance women
writers, was unique because her social and professional connections were not limited to literature
but encompassed theatre, dance, film, anthropology, folklore, music, politics, high society, academia,
and artistic bohemia. Hurston published four novels, three books of nonfiction, and dozens of short
stories, plays, and essays. In addition, she won a long list of fellowships and prizes, including a
Guggenheim and a Rosenwald. Yet by the 1950s, Hurston, like most of her Harlem Renaissance
peers, had faded into oblivion. An essay by Alice Walker in the 1970s, however, spurred the revival
of Hurston's literary reputation, and her works, including her 1937 novel Their Eyes Were Watching
God, have enjoyed an enduring popularity. Zora Neale Hurston: An Annotated Bibliography of Works
and Criticism consists of reviews of critical interpretations of Hurston’s work. In addition to
publication information, each selection is carefully crafted to capture the author’s thesis in a short,
pithy, analytical framework. Also included are original essays by eminent Hurston scholars that
contextualize the bibliographic entries. Meticulously researched but accessible, these essays focus
on gaps in Hurston criticism and outline new directions for Hurston scholarship in the twenty-first
century. Comprehensive and up-to-date, this volume contains analytical summaries of the most
important critical writings on Zora Neale Hurston from the 1970s to the present. In addition, entries
from difficult-to-locate sources, such as small academic presses or international journals, can be
found here. Although intended as a bibliographic resource for graduate and undergraduate students,
this volume is also aimed toward general readers interested in women'’s literature, African American
literature, American history, and popular culture. The book will also appeal to scholars and teachers
studying twentieth-century American literature, as well as those specializing in anthropology,
modernism, and African American studies, with a special focus on the women of the Harlem
Renaissance.

zora neale hurston mules and men: Zora Neale Hurston Harold Bloom, 2009 Presents a
biography of American author Zora Neale Hurston along with critical views of her work.

zora neale hurston mules and men: Zora Neale Hurston's Mules and Men Christopher A.
Hubert, 1999 REA's MAXnotes for Zora Neale Hurston's Mules and Men MAXnotes offer a fresh look
at masterpieces of literature, presented in a lively and interesting fashion. Written by literary
experts who currently teach the subject, MAXnotes will enhance your understanding and enjoyment
of the work. MAXnotes are designed to stimulate independent thought about the literary work by
raising various issues and thought-provoking ideas and questions. MAXnotes cover the essentials of
what one should know about each work, including an overall summary, character lists, an
explanation and discussion of the plot, the work's historical context, illustrations to convey the mood
of the work, and a biography of the author. Each chapter is individually summarized and analyzed,
and has study questions and answers.

zora neale hurston mules and men: The Palgrave Handbook of African Oral Traditions and
Folklore Akintunde Akinyemi, Toyin Falola, 2021-03-05 This handbook offers the most
comprehensive, analytic, and multidisciplinary study of oral traditions and folklore in Africa and the
African Diaspora to date. Preeminent scholars Akintunde Akinyemi and Toyin Falola assemble a



team of leading and rising stars across African Studies research to retrieve and renew the
scholarship of oral traditions and folklore in Africa and the Diaspora just as critical concerns about
their survival are pushed to the forefront of the field. With five sections on the central themes within
orality and folklore - including engagement ranging from popular culture to technology, methods to
pedagogy - this handbook is an indispensable resource to scholars, students, and practitioners of
oral traditions and folklore preservation alike. This definitive reference is the first to provide
detailed, systematic discussion, and up-to-date analysis of African oral traditions and folklore.

zora neale hurston mules and men: Textual Traffic S. Shankar, 2001-04-19 Examines travel
narratives as a genre.

zora neale hurston mules and men: Critical Companion to Zora Neale Hurston Sharon
Lynette Jones, 2009 Zora Neale Hurston, one the first great African-American novelists, was a major
figure in the Harlem Renaissance and an inspiration for future generations of writers. Widely
studied in high school literature courses, her novels are admired for their depiction of southern
African-American culture and their strong female characters. Critical Companion to Zora Neale
Hurston is a reliable and up-to-date resource for high school and college-level students, providing
information on Hurston's life and work. This new volume covers all her writings, including her
classic novel Their Eyes Were Watching God, her landmark works of folklore and anthropology, and
her shorter works, such as The Gilded Six-Bits. Detailed entries on Hurston's life and related people,
places, and topics round out this comprehensive guide.--BOOK JACKET.

zora neale hurston mules and men: Mules and Men (MAXNotes Literature Guides)
Christopher Hubert, 2013-01-01 REA's MAXnotes for Zora Neale Hurston's Mules and Men
MAXnotes offer a fresh look at masterpieces of literature, presented in a lively and interesting
fashion. Written by literary experts who currently teach the subject, MAXnotes will enhance your
understanding and enjoyment of the work. MAXnotes are designed to stimulate independent thought
about the literary work by raising various issues and thought-provoking ideas and questions.
MAXnotes cover the essentials of what one should know about each work, including an overall
summary, character lists, an explanation and discussion of the plot, the work's historical context,
illustrations to convey the mood of the work, and a biography of the author. Each chapter is
individually summarized and analyzed, and has study questions and answers.

zora neale hurston mules and men: Conjuring the Folk David Nicholls, 2000 Provides a
new way of looking at literary responses to migration and modernization

zora neale hurston mules and men: Tracing Florida Journeys Leslie Kemp Poole, 2024-03-05
In this book, Leslie Poole delves into the stories of explorers and travelers who came to Florida
during the past five centuries, looking at their words and the paths they took from the perspective of
today.

zora neale hurston mules and men: Voices and Visions Nancy Dixon, Leslie Petty,
2025-01-15 Contributions by Ruth R. Caillouet, Mary C. Carruth, Nancy Dixon, Kathleen Downes,
Edward J. Dupuy, Shari Evans, Paul Fess, Carina Evans Hoffpauir, Leslie Petty, Heidi
Podlasi-Labrenz, Tierney S. Powell, Shanna M. Salinas, Matthew Teutsch, and Marcus Charles
Tribbett Voices and Visions: Essays on New Orleans's Literary History examines a rich combination
of writers and texts, from antebellum works like Martin R. Delany’s novel, Blake, and the poetry of
Les Cenelles to Patricia Smith’s recent collection of poems, Blood Dazzler. The thirteen essays in
Voices and Visions treat two hundred years of literature and include discussions on canonical,
contemporary, and experimental writers. Authors often associated with New Orleans such as Kate
Chopin, George Washington Cable, and Walker Percy are treated in new ways, as are well-known
writers who are not often thought of in relation to the city: Charles Chesnutt, Eudora Welty, Zora
Neale Hurston, and Joy Harjo. Examining this wide array of voices demonstrates the myriad ways
New Orleans’s storied past has affected its present. Scholars find enduring themes—race, gender,
religion, disease, art—but do so in the context of emerging conversations. Essayists in the volume
address such topics as New Orleans as part of the Global South and the Black diaspora, the
transformation of New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina, and the recovery of previously lost voices,



including those of Native Americans and immigrants. They also discuss the legacy of pandemics and
racial violence that in more recent years has been manifest in the COVID-19 outbreak and the Black
Lives Matter movement.

zora neale hurston mules and men: Black Womanist Ethics Katie G. Cannon, 2006-02-09
This study articulates the distinctive moral character of the Afro-American women's community.
Beginning with a reconstructive history of the Afro-American woman's situation in America, the work
next traces the emergence of the Black woman's literary tradition and explains its importance in
expressing the moral wisdom of Black women. The life and work of Zora Neale Hurston is examined
in detail for her unique contributions to the moral tradition of the Afro-American woman. A final
chapter initiates a promising exchange between the works of Hurston and those of Howard Thurman
and Martin Luther King, Jr. A pioneering and multi-dimensional work, 'Black Womanist Ethics' is at
once a study in ethics, gender, and race.

zora neale hurston mules and men: Rhetoric in American Anthropology Carine Risa
Applegarth, 2014-05-30 In the early twentieth century, the field of anthropology transformed itself
from the welcoming science, uniquely open to women, people of color, and amateurs, into a
professional science of culture. The new field grew in rigor and prestige but excluded practitioners
and methods that no longer fit a narrow standard of scientific legitimacy. In Rhetoric in American
Anthropology, Risa Applegarth traces the rhetorical archeology of this transformation in the writings
of early women anthropologists. Applegarth examines the crucial role of ethnographic genres in
determining scientific status and recovers the work of marginalized anthropologists who developed
alternative forms of scientific writing. Applegarth analyzes scores of ethnographic monographs to
demonstrate how early anthropologists intensified the constraints of genre to define their
community and limit the aims and methods of their science. But in the 1920s and 1930s, professional
researchers sidelined by the academy persisted in challenging the field's boundaries, developing
unique rhetorical practices and experimenting with alternative genres that in turn greatly expanded
the epistemology of the field. Applegarth demonstrates how these writers' folklore collections,
ethnographic novels, and autobiographies of fieldwork experiences reopened debates over how
scientific knowledge was made: through what human relationships, by what bodies, and for what
ends. Linking early anthropologists' ethnographic strategies to contemporary theories of rhetoric
and composition, Rhetoric in American Anthropology provides a fascinating account of the
emergence of a new discipline and reveals powerful intersections among gender, genre, and science.

zora neale hurston mules and men: Langston Hughes and the Blues Steven C. Tracy,
2024-05-07 The shades and structures of the blues had an immense impact on the poetry of
Langston Hughes. Steven C. Tracy provides a cultural context for Hughes’s work while revealing
how Hughes mined Black oral and literary traditions to create his poetry. Comparing Hughes’s
poems to blues texts, Tracy reveals how Hughes’s experimental forms reflect the poetics, structures,
rhythms, and musical techniques of the music. Tracy also offers a discography of recordings by the
artists--Bessie Smith, Ma Rainey, Blind Lemon Jefferson, and others--who most influenced the poet.

zora neale hurston mules and men: Zora Neale Hurston and American Literary Culture M.
Genevieve West, 2025-03-18 Taking a close look at Zora Neale Hurston's historical and literary
contexts, this book investigates why Hurston's writing fell out of favor during her lifetime only to be
reclaimed and appreciated years after her death.

zora neale hurston mules and men: J.B. Murray and the Scripts and Spirit Forms of Africa
Licia Clifton-James, Maude Southwell Wahlman, 2022-02-17 Providing an excellent example of why
folk artists can be appreciated as carriers of knowledge, even if they are unaware of it, this book
could change the ways we understand and appreciate American folk arts. Connecting a
sharecropper from Georgia in the Southern United States to a protector and healer in Touba,
Senegal, West Africa, the holy city of Mouridism, and the final resting place of its founder, Shaikh
Ahmadou Bamba Mbacke, it makes an interesting link while examining the cultural aspects of two
very different and yet similar paths of life. Historians and art historians alike will find this
investigation of African American art and folk culture both interesting and insightful. Not only does



this book trace the characteristics of art through the African Diaspora, but it also traces Islam
through those same diasporic transportations of colonial exploration and slavery.

zora neale hurston mules and men: Enter the New Negroes Martha Jane Nadell, 2004 With
the appearance of the urban, modern, diverse New Negro in the Harlem Renaissance, writers and
critics began a vibrant debate on the nature of African-American identity, community, and history.
Martha Jane Nadell offers an illuminating new perspective on the period and the decades
immediately following it in a fascinating exploration of the neglected role played by visual images of
race in that debate. After tracing the literary and visual images of nineteenth-century Old Negro
stereotypes, Nadell focuses on works from the 1920s through the 1940s that showcased important
visual elements. Alain Locke and Wallace Thurman published magazines and anthologies that
embraced modernist images. Zora Neale Hurston's Mules and Men, with illustrations by Mexican
caricaturist Miguel Covarrubias, meditated on the nature of black Southern folk culture. In the folk
history Twelve Million Black Voices, Richard Wright matched prose to Farm Security Administration
photographs. And in the 1948 Langston Hughes poetry collection One Way Ticket, Jacob Lawrence
produced a series of drawings engaging with Hughes's themes of lynching, race relations, and black
culture. These collaborations addressed questions at the heart of the movement and in the era that
followed it: Who exactly were the New Negroes? How could they attack past stereotypes? How
should images convey their sense of newness, possibility, and individuality? In what directions
should African-American arts and letters move? Featuring many compelling contemporary
illustrations, Enter the New Negroes restores a critical visual aspect to African-American culture as
it evokes the passion of a community determined to shape its own identity and image.

zora neale hurston mules and men: A Reader{Js Guide to Zora Neale Hurston[Js Their
Eyes Were Watching God Laura Baskes Litwin, 2010-01-01 An introduction to Zora Neale
Hurston's novel Their eyes were watching God for high school students, which includes biographical
background on the author, explanations of various literary devices and techniques, and literary
criticism for the novice reader--Provided by publisher.

zora neale hurston mules and men: Women, Travel, and Writing in the Interwar Era Ann
Catherine Hoag, 2024-07-31 Women, Travel, and Writing in the Interwar Era engages feminist,
temporal, and narrative theories to offer fresh examinations of interwar-era accounts by women
about travel and movement and considers the use and limitations of time as a subversive force in
their texts. This book makes a significant contribution to the under-examined study of women’s
travel writing between the wars and synthesises and applies a variety of feminist, narrative, and
postcolonial theories to excavate new understandings of the intersection between women, travel,
and time in writing. The book studies the emergence of the aviatrix after the Great War and moves
through to the representations of war in women'’s travel on the brink of World War II. Each chapter
offers a unique theoretical framework and examines how experiences of time impact perceptions of
women’s bodies and identities, their engagement with history and discourse, and the problematic
influence on colonialism. Women, Travel, and Writing in the Interwar Era is essential reading to any
student or researcher in the field of women'’s travel writing, as well as scholars of gender studies,
war and interwar history, and cultural heritage.

zora neale hurston mules and men: Cultures in Babylon Hazel V. Carby, 1999-08-17 For a
decade and a half, since she first appeared in the Birmingham Centre’s collective volume The
Empire Strikes Back, Hazel Carby has been on the frontline of the debate over multicultural
education in Britain and the US. This book brings together her most important and influential
essays, ranging over such topics as the necessity for racially diverse school curricula, the
construction of literary canons, Zora Neale Hurston’s portraits of “the Folk,” C.L.R. James and
Trinidadian nationalism and black women blues artists, and the necessity for racially diverse school
curricula. Carby’s analyses of diverse aspects of contemporary culture are invariably sharp and
provocative, her political insights shrewd and often against the grain. A powerful intervention,
Culture in Babylon will become a standard reference point in future debates over race, ethnicity and
gender.
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