15 fixes for broken grades

15 Fixes for Broken Grades: How to Repair and Restore Your Slopes Effectively

15 fixes for broken grades are essential knowledge for anyone who deals with
landscaping, construction, or drainage challenges. Broken grades can cause a
multitude of problems—from water pooling and soil erosion to structural
damage and unsightly yards. Whether you’re a homeowner, a landscaper, or a
builder, understanding how to address broken grades properly can save you
time, money, and frustration.

In this article, we’ll explore practical and effective methods to fix broken
grades, improve drainage, and restore the natural flow of your land. We’ll
also delve into related topics such as soil compaction, erosion control, and
grading tools, ensuring you have a comprehensive toolkit for tackling uneven
ground.

Understanding Broken Grades and Why They Matter

Before jumping into fixes, it’s important to understand what a broken grade
actually is. Simply put, a “grade” refers to the slope or incline of the
land. When the grade is “broken,” it means the natural or intended slope has
been disrupted—often due to construction, erosion, settling soil, or improper
landscaping.

Broken grades can lead to water not draining properly, which may result in
flooding near foundations, soggy lawns, or damaged pathways. They can also
cause uneven ground that’s unsafe or unattractive.

15 Fixes for Broken Grades You Can Implement

1. Regrading the Soil

One of the most straightforward fixes for broken grades involves regrading
the soil. This means reshaping the land to create a smooth, consistent slope.
Using tools like a shovel, rake, or even heavy machinery for large areas, you
can redistribute soil to fill low spots and create gradual inclines that
direct water away from structures.

2. Adding Topsoil

Sometimes, the problem is simply a lack of enough soil to create the right
grade. Adding fresh topsoil can help raise low areas and provide a good base
for plants or grass. Be sure to use quality topsoil that compacts well and
drains properly.



3. Installing French Drains

If broken grades cause persistent water issues, a French drain can be a game-
changer. This involves digging a trench, lining it with fabric, filling it
with gravel, and installing a perforated pipe to redirect water away from
problem areas.

4. Building Retaining Walls

For steep or severely broken grades, retaining walls can stabilize slopes and
prevent soil erosion. These can be made from concrete blocks, stone, wood, or
other materials, and help hold soil in place while creating level planting or
seating areas.

5. Using Erosion Control Matting

When soil erosion accompanies broken grades, erosion control mats made from
coconut fiber or synthetic materials can protect the soil while vegetation
establishes itself. This is especially useful on slopes and embankments.

6. Compacting Soil Correctly

Poorly compacted soil can shift and cause grades to break over time. Using a
mechanical compactor or hand tamper to compact soil layers during regrading
ensures stability and reduces future settling.

7. Creating Swales

Swales are shallow, sloped ditches designed to channel water away from
vulnerable areas. They can be landscaped with grass or other ground cover to
blend seamlessly with your yard while solving drainage issues caused by
broken grades.

8. Improving Drainage with Downspout Extensions

Sometimes, broken grades are worsened by water runoff from your roof. Adding
downspout extensions directs water further away from your foundation and
helps prevent pooling near your home.

9. Planting Deep—-Rooted Vegetation

Certain plants have deep root systems that stabilize soil and prevent erosion
on broken grades. Native grasses, shrubs, and groundcovers can anchor the
soil, improve water absorption, and enhance the landscape’s appearance.



10. Using Soil Amendments

Improving soil structure with amendments like compost or sand can enhance
drainage and reduce compaction. Healthy soil supports firm grading and
reduces the chances of future problems.

11. Applying Mulch for Soil Protection

Mulching exposed soil on slopes helps retain moisture, prevents erosion, and
encourages plant growth. Organic mulches like bark or straw are natural
choices that also improve soil quality over time.

12. Installing Step-Down Terraces

For large broken grades on hillsides, creating terraces can break up the
slope into manageable, level steps. This reduces runoff speed and erosion
while providing flat areas for gardening or seating.

13. Utilizing Laser Leveling Technology

For precision grading, laser level tools can help you achieve exact slopes
and smooth transitions. This technology is particularly useful for
professional landscapers or large—-scale projects.

14. Repairing and Sealing Cracks in Pavement

Broken grades often affect patios, driveways, or walkways, causing cracks or
uneven surfaces. Repairing these with appropriate fillers and sealants not
only improves safety but also prevents water infiltration that can worsen
grading issues.

15. Consulting a Professional Surveyor or Engineer

When broken grades result in serious drainage or structural problems, it’s
wise to consult experts. Surveyors and engineers can assess your land’s
contours accurately and recommend tailored solutions that comply with local
regulations.

Tips for Maintaining Proper Grades Over Time

Fixing broken grades is only part of the battle. Maintaining proper slopes
and drainage requires ongoing attention. Here are some helpful tips to keep
your land in good shape:



e Regularly inspect your property after heavy rains to identify new
pooling or erosion spots.

e Keep gutters and downspouts clean and functional.

e Address any signs of soil settling promptly with regrading or soil
replenishment.

e Encourage healthy vegetation growth to stabilize soil naturally.

e Monitor retaining walls and other structures for signs of damage or
shifting.

Why Proper Grading Is Crucial for Your Property

Beyond avoiding puddles and mud, proper grading protects your home’s
foundation, prevents costly water damage, and enhances curb appeal. Broken
grades can be a silent threat that worsens over time, so addressing them with
these 15 fixes can improve safety, usability, and value.

By understanding the causes and solutions for broken grades, you empower
yourself to manage your landscape proactively. Whether it’s a simple DIY
regrade or a complex drainage system installation, the right fix will make a
significant difference.

In the end, the health of your land and structures depends on sound grading
practices—and with these 15 fixes for broken grades, you’re well-equipped to
handle any challenges that come your way.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some common causes of broken grades in
construction projects?

Common causes of broken grades include poor soil compaction, water erosion,
inadequate drainage, improper grading techniques, and heavy equipment traffic
that disturbs the surface.

How can I fix broken grades caused by erosion?

To fix erosion-caused broken grades, regrade the affected area to restore the
slope, improve drainage by adding swales or French drains, and stabilize the
soil with vegetation or erosion control mats.

What tools are essential for repairing broken grades
effectively?
Essential tools include a laser level or transit for accurate grading,

shovels, rakes, compactors for soil stabilization, and possibly a skid steer
or mini-excavator for larger areas.



Can broken grades affect the structural integrity of
a building?

Yes, broken grades can lead to improper drainage, causing water to pool near
foundations, which can result in foundation damage, basement leaks, and soil
instability.

What is the role of soil compaction in fixing broken
grades?

Proper soil compaction ensures that the ground is stable and resistant to
settling or shifting, which helps maintain the corrected grade and prevents
future breakage.

How do I prevent grades from breaking again after
repairs?

Prevent future breaks by ensuring proper drainage, using erosion control
methods, maintaining vegetation cover, limiting heavy traffic on the area,
and performing regular inspections and maintenance.

Is it necessary to consult a professional for fixing
broken grades?

While minor fixes can be DIY, consulting a professional is recommended for
extensive grade issues to ensure proper assessment, design, and use of
appropriate materials and techniques.

What are 15 effective fixes for broken grades in
landscaping and construction?

Fifteen fixes include regrading the surface, improving drainage systems,
adding retaining walls, applying soil stabilization methods, planting
erosion-resistant vegetation, using erosion control blankets, compacting soil
properly, installing French drains, building swales, repairing or replacing
damaged topsoil, installing gravel or mulch layers, using geotextiles,
redirecting water flow, limiting heavy equipment traffic, and conducting
regular maintenance checks.

Additional Resources

15 Fixes for Broken Grades: Restoring Accuracy
in Academic Assessment

15 fixes for broken grades represent a critical concern in education systems
worldwide. When grading systems fail to accurately reflect student
performance, the repercussions ripple through academic progression, student
motivation, and institutional credibility. Broken grades can stem from
various sources—ranging from technical errors in gradebooks to systemic
biases or ineffective assessment strategies. Addressing these issues requires



a multifaceted approach that combines policy reform, technological solutions,
and pedagogical adjustments.

Understanding the root causes of broken grades is the first step toward
implementing effective fixes. From data entry mistakes to flawed evaluation
criteria, each challenge demands tailored interventions. This article
explores 15 fixes for broken grades, analyzing their practical applications
and potential impact on improving grade reliability and fairness.

Understanding the Problem of Broken Grades

Broken grades often manifest as inaccurate, inconsistent, or unfair
reflections of student achievement. These issues may arise from human error,
such as miscalculations or misplaced decimal points, or from systemic
problems like outdated grading rubrics or lack of transparency in evaluation
criteria. In some cases, broken grades can result from technological failures
within digital grading platforms, where synchronization errors or software
bugs distort recorded scores.

The consequences of broken grades extend beyond immediate academic results.
Students may experience unjust academic penalties or inflated scores, leading
to mismatches in skill assessment and future opportunities. Additionally,
faculty may face challenges in maintaining trust and credibility, while
educational institutions risk reputational damage.

15 Fixes for Broken Grades: A Comprehensive
Approach

1. Implement Robust Gradebook Software with Audit
Trails

One of the most effective technical solutions involves adopting gradebook
software that includes audit trails. These logs record every change made to a
student's grades, allowing educators to trace errors back to their source.
Systems like PowerSchool and Canvas offer such features, enhancing
accountability and transparency.

2. Regularly Train Educators on Grading Policies

Inconsistencies often arise from misunderstanding grading criteria. Regular
workshops and training sessions can ensure that educators apply grading
rubrics uniformly. This professional development fosters fairness and reduces
subjective biases.

3. Standardize Grading Rubrics Across Departments

Standardization helps mitigate discrepancies between different teachers and



courses. Clear, uniform rubrics ensure that all students are evaluated
against the same standards, improving consistency and reliability in grades.

4. Conduct Periodic Grade Audits

Instituting regular audits of grade records helps identify anomalies early.
Audit teams can flag unusual grade distributions or sudden changes that may
indicate errors or misconduct.

5. Facilitate Student Access to Grade Records

Transparency empowers students to monitor their own progress and report
discrepancies. Providing real-time access to grades through secure portals
encourages accountability on all sides.

6. Use Automated Grade Calculation Tools

Automation reduces human error in calculating weighted scores or final
grades. Integrating automated calculators within digital gradebooks ensures
mathematical accuracy and consistency.

7. Incorporate Multiple Assessment Methods

Reliance on a single form of evaluation increases the risk of distorted
grades. Combining tests, projects, participation, and peer assessments
provides a more holistic and accurate picture of performance.

8. Establish Clear Grade Appeal Procedures

Providing students with a formal mechanism to contest grades promotes
fairness and trust. Grade appeal processes should be well-publicized,
transparent, and timely.

9. Address Technological Failures Promptly

When broken grades arise from software glitches or data synchronization
issues, IT departments must respond swiftly. Regular maintenance and system
updates minimize technical disruptions.

10. Integrate Data Validation Checks

Grade entry systems can incorporate validation rules to prevent impossible
scores or entries outside acceptable ranges. These safeguards reduce input
errors at the source.



11. Encourage Peer Review of Grading

Collaborative grading or peer review among educators can help standardize
evaluations and reduce bias. Sharing perspectives ensures that grading
remains objective and balanced.

12. Monitor Grade Distribution Patterns

Analyzing grade distributions across classes and semesters can reveal
irregularities. Significant deviations may signal grading errors or
inconsistent application of standards.

13. Promote Ethical Grading Practices

Cultivating a culture of integrity among educators is essential. Policies and
training that emphasize ethical responsibilities help prevent intentional
grade manipulation or favoritism.

14. Provide Ongoing Feedback and Support for Students

Continuous feedback helps students understand their performance and areas for
improvement, reducing surprises in final grades. This approach supports
learning and minimizes disputes.

15. Utilize Analytics for Predictive Insights

Advanced analytics tools can predict potential grading issues by identifying
at-risk students or inconsistent scoring trends. Proactive interventions can
then be deployed to address problems before they escalate.

Balancing Technology and Human Judgment

While technology offers powerful tools to fix broken grades, the human
element remains indispensable. Educators’ professional judgment, combined
with transparent policies and student engagement, creates a robust framework
for accurate grading. Over-reliance on automated systems without sufficient
oversight may introduce new errors or obscure nuanced assessment factors.

For instance, automated grade calculations streamline processing but cannot
fully capture qualitative aspects like creativity or critical thinking.
Therefore, blending quantitative data with qualitative evaluation ensures
comprehensive assessment integrity.



Addressing Systemic Issues in Grading

Beyond operational fixes, addressing systemic causes of broken grades is
crucial for long-term improvement. This includes revisiting grading
philosophies, such as the emphasis on high-stakes exams versus continuous
assessment. Systems that rely solely on summative assessments may
inadvertently produce grade inflation or deflation.

Educational institutions should consider policies that promote competency-
based grading, where mastery of skills determines grades rather than relative
performance. Such approaches can reduce grade discrepancies and better
reflect student learning outcomes.

The Role of Stakeholders in Fixing Broken
Grades

Effective resolution of broken grading systems requires collaboration among
multiple stakeholders:

Educators: Implement fair grading practices and maintain open
communication with students.

e Students: Engage actively with their academic progress and utilize
appeal mechanisms when necessary.

e Administrators: Enforce consistent policies and invest in reliable
grading infrastructure.

e IT Professionals: Ensure technological tools function correctly and
securely.

This collective responsibility fosters an environment where grades accurately
represent student achievement and learning.

Emerging Trends and Future Directions

Innovations in educational technology, such as AI-driven grading systems and
blockchain-based record-keeping, promise to further reduce errors and enhance
grade security. AI can assist in evaluating subjective assignments like
essays, offering consistency and reducing grading time. Blockchain ensures
immutable records, preventing unauthorized alterations.

However, these technologies must be integrated thoughtfully, with attention
to privacy, fairness, and transparency to avoid new challenges.

Ultimately, 15 fixes for broken grades encompass technological upgrades,
policy reforms, training initiatives, and cultural shifts. By embracing a
comprehensive strategy, education systems can restore trust in grading
processes and support equitable student success.
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Communicating about student achievement requires CALM grades - grades that are consistent,
accurate, learning-focused and meaningful. To meet these four conditions, educators need to ask
several essential questions: 1. To what extent am I confident that students in my school/district
receive grades that are consistent, accurate, learning-focused, and meaningful? 2. To what extent
am I confident that the grades I determine for my students accurately reflect my school/district's
published learning goals and performance standards? 3. To what extent am I confident that what I
do in grading is aligned with and contributes to my school/district's mission, vision and goals? If the
answers are any less than extremely confident, educators need this revised third edition of A Repair
Kit for Grading; 15 Fixes for Broken Grades because it has been extensively revised to provide the
fixes to enable educators to move to that high level of confidence. There are many changes in this
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Communicating about student achievement requires accurate, consistent and meaningful grades.
Educators interested in examining and improving grading practices should ask the following
questions: Am I confident that students in my classroom receive consistent, accurate and meaningful
grades that support learning? Am I confident that the grades I assign students accurately reflect my
school or district s published performance standards and desired learning outcomes? In many
schools, the answers to these questions often range from not very to not at all. When that s the case,
grades are broken and teachers and schools need a repair kit to fix them. A Repair Kit for Grading:
15 Fixes for Broken Gradesgives teachers and administrators 15 waysto make the necessary repairs.
Also included in: 7 Training DVD Package - ISBN 9780132548939 Grading & Reporting in
Standards-Based Schools DVD Package - ISBN 9780132548915 Repair Kit for Grading, A: Fifteen
Fixes for Broken Grades - 10 Books - ISBN 9780131392830 Grading Package - 20 Books ISBN
9780132108287 Grading Package - 30 Books ISBN 9780132108362 Grading Package - 40 Books
ISBN 9780132108294 Grading Package - 50 Books ISBN 9780132108355 Additional Resources A
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atwww.assessmentinst.com/resources/ati-study-guides/.
Visithttp://www.assessmentinst.com/resources/ati-resources/to read more articles on assessment,
download study guides, and more! To check out ATI events and trainings in you area,
visithttp://www.pearsonpd.com/atioverview/.
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2016-07-01 Communicating about student achievement requires accurate, consistent and
meaningful grades. Educators interested in examining and improving grading practices should ask
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the following questions: Am I confident that students in my classroom receive consistent, accurate
and meaningful grades that support learning? Am I confident that the grades I assign students
accurately reflect my school or district s published performance standardsanddesiredlearning
outcomes? In many schools, the answers to these questions often range from not very to not at all.
When that s the case, grades are broken and teachers and schools need a repair kit to fix them. A
Repair Kit for Grading: 15 Fixes for Broken Grades, 2/e gives teachers and administrators 15 ways to
make the necessary repairs. In Seven Strategies of Assessment Learning, author Jan Chappuis gives
K to 12 classroom teachers an incisive look at seven practical strategies structured around three
essential questions Where am I going? Where am I now? and How can I close the gap? Complete
with research-based recommendations about assessment practices for improving student
achievement, the book is sequenced to help teachers easily weave formative assessment practices
into daily teaching and assessment activities at all levels. After introducing the strategies and the
research base for formative assessment practices, the remaining chapters explain each strategy in
detail, provide a research-based rationale for using the strategy, describe how the strategy can be
applied in contexts ranging from kindergarten through high school in a range of subject areas, and
offer instructions for carrying out core procedures and suggestions for adaptations. The new
features new, more recent research, extended examples of the strategies, and improved features
that make the text easier to use for collaborative learning. The Enhanced Pearson eText features
embedded video, Discussion Questions, Reflection Journal, and Defining Assessments. 0134630556 /
9780134630557 Repair Kit for Grading, A: Fifteen Fixes for Broken Grades with DVD & Seven
Strategies of Assessment for Learning with Video Analysis Tool -- Access Card Package 2/e Package
consists of: 0132488639 / 9780132488631 Repair Kit for Grading, A: Fifteen Fixes for Broken
Grades with DVD 2/e 0133366448 / 9780133366440 Seven Strategies of Assessment for Learning
2/e 0134543947 / 9780134543949 Video Analysis Tool for Classroom Assessment -- Standalone
Access Card 1/e

15 fixes for broken grades: Common Formative Assessment Kim Bailey, Chris Jakicic,
2023-01-24 In the second edition of this pivotal work by Kim Bailey and Chris Jakicic, you will
discover updated and improved resources to use formative data to support higher levels of student
learning. Data-driven techniques and new tools will guide you in improving collaboration and
student engagement throughout the assessment process. Teams can use the ideas, templates, and
protocols in this practitioner-friendly resource. K-12 educators will: Identify successful assessment
tools for implementation Understand the role of assessments in advancing student learning Reflect
on assessment processes and the standards driving instruction Access a wide variety of assessment
designs and strategies for guiding collaboration Utilize data-driven jump-start resources and
templates that suit their teams’ needs Contents: Foreword by Robert Eaker Introduction Chapter 1:
Getting Started as a Collaborative Team Chapter 2: Setting the Stage for Common Formative
Assessments Chapter 3: Essential Standards—Determining Priorities for Student Learning Chapter
4: Achieving Collective Clarity With the Unwrapping Process Chapter 5: Designing Quality Common
Formative Assessments Chapter 6: Going Deeper—Advanced Processes for Designing Assessments
Chapter 7: Now What? Using Data to Make a Difference Chapter 8: Building Student Self-Efficacy in
Learning Chapter 9: Strengthening and Sustaining the Work Appendix: Tools for Teams References
and Resources Index

15 fixes for broken grades: Pathways to Proficiency, Second Edition Anthony R. Reibel, Mark
Onuscheck, Eric Twadell, 2025-02-11 This book provides a five-phase process for implementing
evidence-based grading, offering practical guidance for teachers and a clear road map for school
leaders to improve student assessment, grading, and reporting. The five-phase process helps schools
address some of the challenges they encounter with standards-based and competency-based grading
models, providing structured steps and solutions. K-12 administrators can use this book to evaluate
their system’s effectiveness, reflect on successes and challenges, and continuously refine
evidence-based grading practices to enhance student learning outcomes. K-12 administrators can
use this book to: Propose, design, and evaluate new grading practices based on student performance



Lead and organize the implementation of evidence-based grading policies and practices Establish
clearer guidelines, benchmarks, and standards of student performance Navigate common pitfalls
when transitioning to a new evidence-based assessment model Enhance student performance
through more consistent feedback and stronger mentorship Contents: Introduction: A Case for a
Better Way to Grade Chapter 1: Preparation—Core Commitments Chapter 2:
Incubation—Unexpected Connections Chapter 3: Insight—Critical Discoveries Chapter 4:
Evaluation—Key Questions Chapter 5: Elaboration—Essential Realizations Epilogue Appendix A:
Evidence-Based Grading Gradebook Hacks Appendix B: Other Evidence-Based Grading Impacts
Appendix C: Converting a Unity of Study to Evidence-Based Grading References and Resources
Index

15 fixes for broken grades: Redefining Fair Damian Cooper, 2011-07-01 Learn how to define
proficiency accurately and differentiate to help all students achieve it. With a focus on mixed-ability
classes, the author outlines instructional practices that engage, empower, and motivate students.
Using stories, strategies, case histories, and sample documents, he explains how to implement
equitable instruction, assessment, grading, and reporting practices for diverse 21st century
learners.

15 fixes for broken grades: On Formative Assessment Marge Scherer, 2016-07-26 This
collection of articles from Educational Leadership pulls together some of the best pieces on
formative assessment and feedback that will help educators understand how to best use the data
they have at their fingertips. The authors tell fellow educators about how to use formative
assessment to shape the next phase of instruction and how to look for patterns in students'
assessments and assignments—the mistakes students frequently make and the signals that tell what
individuals need, what groups of kids need, and what the whole class needs.

15 fixes for broken grades: Fair Isn't Always Equal Rick Wormeli, 2023-10-10 Differentiated
instruction is a nice idea, but what happens when it comes to assessing and grading students? How
can you capture student progress, growth, and soft skill development and still provide an equitable
grading environment?' An internationally recognized expert on grading practices, author Rick
Wormeli revisits these questions in this thoroughly updated second edition of Fair Isn't Always
Equal: Assessment and Grading in the Differentiated Classroom.' Wormeli reflects on current
grading and assessment practices and how they can exist with high-stakes, accountable classrooms.
Important and sometimes controversial issues are tackled constructively in this book, incorporating
modern pedagogy and addressing the challenges of teaching diverse groups of students across all
learning levels.' Middle- and high-school educators will easily recognize' gray areas of grading and
how important it is to have a shared school vision. In this second edition, new sections address
sports eligibility, honor roll, descriptive feedback techniques, and gifted/talented students.' Previous
chapters on test questions, redos/retakes, grading scales, and grading effort and behavior have been
revised extensively. This important book clearly explains the principles behind best grading
practices so that you' re ready for all grading questions or scenarios that you may encounter in your
classrooms and schools.

15 fixes for broken grades: Teaching with Empathy Lisa Westman, 2021-08-27 What does it
mean to teach with empathy? Whether it's planning and delivering instruction or just interacting
with others throughout the day, every action you take is an opportunity to demonstrate empathy
toward your students, your colleagues, and yourself. I'm already empathetic to my students and their
stories, you may be thinking. But a teacher's actions, even unintentional and especially uninformed,
can be implicitly shaming, compounding any disconnect students may already feel and undermining
your efforts to create a safe and positive classroom environment. Rather than try to identify who
needs empathy, start with the premise that all learners deserve empathy because it is a prerequisite
for learning and growth. In Teaching with Empathy, Lisa Westman explores three types of
empathy—affective, cognitive, and behavioral—and clarifies how they intertwine with curriculum,
learning environment, equity practices, instruction and assessment, and grading and reporting.
Through her own experience as an instructional coach, Westman shares tips and tools, real-world



classroom examples, powerful stories, and even a bit of herself as she guides you to a better
understanding of yourself and others. Ultimately, you'll learn what's possible when you let
compassion and acceptance inform all aspects of your daily practice.

15 fixes for broken grades: Differentiation in Middle and High School Kristina J. Doubet,
Jessica A. Hockett, 2015-07-14 In this one-stop resource for middle and high school teachers,
Kristina J. Doubet and Jessica A. Hockett explore how to use differentiated instruction to help
students be more successful learners--regardless of background, native language, learning style,
motivation, or school savvy. They explain how to * Create a healthy classroom community in which
students' unique qualities and needs are as important as the ones they have in common. * Translate
curriculum into manageable and meaningful learning goals that are fit to be differentiated. * Use
pre-assessment and formative assessment to uncover students' learning needs and tailor tasks
accordingly. * Present students with avenues to take in, process, and produce knowledge that appeal
to their varied interests and learning profiles. * Navigate roadblocks to implementing differentiation.
Each chapter provides a plethora of practical tools, templates, and strategies for a variety of subject
areas developed by and for real teachers. Whether you're new to differentiated instruction or
looking to expand your repertoire of DI strategies, Differentiation in Middle and High School will
show you classroom-tested ways to better engage students and help them succeed every day.

15 fixes for broken grades: Facilitator's Guide to Failure Is Not an Option® Alan M.
Blankstein, 2009-11-24 Aligning theory with practice, chapter-by-chapter activities and discussion
questions examine the critical role of a strong learning community in implementing effective school
reform, with a focus on Blanksteins six guiding principles:Common mission, vision, values, and goals
Systems for prevention and intervention Collaborative teaming for teaching and learning
Data-driven decision making and continuous improvement Active engagement from family and
community Building sustainable leadership capacity With the Facilitators Guide to Failure Is NOT an
Option™, you can effectively lead others through dialogue, reflection, and application of Blanksteins
principles. It is an ideal resource for school principals, district administrators, teacher leaders, and
educational policy makers, and perfect for groups of any size-pairs, small workshops, and large
seminars.

15 fixes for broken grades: Professional Development for Differentiating Instruction Cindy A.
Strickland, 2009 More than 45 tools and activities that make it easier for professional development
leaders to show teachers and administrators how to successfully implement and maintain
differentiated instruction.

15 fixes for broken grades: The Teacher as Assessment Leader Thomas R. Gusky, 2010-07-01
Discover how to improve student learning through the power of effective assessment, and realize
your power to transform education from inside the classroom. Meaningful examples, expert
research, and real-life experiences illustrate the capacity and responsibility every educator has to
ignite positive change. Packed with practical strategies from expert practitioners for designing,
analyzing, and using assessments, this book shows how to turn best practices into usable solutions.

15 fixes for broken grades: Best Practices in Teaching Nursing Joanne Noone, Paula
Gubrud, 2023-09-21 As accreditation standards and licensure exam expectations evolve, nurse
educators are increasingly challenged to design curricula that encompass an ever-expanding amount
of content with a concurrent focus on clinical judgment and preparation for practice. Best Practices
in Teaching Nursing empowers readers with a detailed perspective on advances in nursing
pedagogies that support the development of deep understanding and effective clinical judgment
among students. Authored by expert nurse educators, this unique text helps foster exceptional
education experiences with an emphasis on practical application focused on teaching and assessing
learners. Current and best practices are grounded within nursing as a practice profession and
incorporate the science of learning, reflecting the most current research-based insights and proven
pedagogical approaches.

15 fixes for broken grades: Assessment and Student Success in a Differentiated Classroom
Carol Ann Tomlinson, Tonya R. Moon, 2013-09-05 Carol Ann Tomlinson and Tonya R. Moon take an



in-depth look at assessment and show how differentiation can improve the process in all grade levels
and subject areas. After discussing differentiation in general, the authors focus on how
differentiation applies to various forms of assessment--pre-assessment, formative assessment, and
summative assessment--and to grading and report cards. Readers learn how differentiation can
--Capture student interest and increase motivation --Clarify teachers' understanding about what is
most important to teach --Enhance students' and teachers' belief in student learning capacity; and
--Help teachers understand their students' individual similarities and differences so they can reach
more students, more effectively Throughout, Tomlinson and Moon emphasize the importance of
maintaining a consistent focus on the essential knowledge, understandings, and skills that all
students must acquire, no matter what their starting point. Detailed scenarios illustrate how
assessment differentiation can occur in three realms (student readiness, interest, and learning style
or preference) and how it can improve assessment validity and reliability and decrease errors and
teacher bias. Grounded in research and the authors' teaching experience, Assessment and Student
Success in a Differentiated Classroom outlines a common-sense approach that is both thoughtful and
practical, and that empowers teachers and students to discover, strive for, and achieve their true
potential. This is PDF Format E-book: ISBN 978-1-4166-1773-0

15 fixes for broken grades: Failure Is Not an Option Alan M. Blankstein, 2013 School
improvement that lasts: find out how with this masterful guide! Common Core requirements,
merit-based pay, new teacher evaluations, project-based learning--21st-century learning is a
demanding and rapidly changing landscape. Advance from overwhelmed to empowered with Alan
Blankstein's Failure Is Not an Option, used by more than 350,000 educators to create schools that
sustain success for every student. New case studies and field-tested techniques uncover
indispensable insights into successful school change. Develop high-performing leadership teams
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and new opportunities. School transformation is something you do with educators, not to them. This
book will show you how.--Dennis Van Roekel, PresidentNational Education Association
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Fuentes, 2023-06-21 Digital Learning in High-Needs Schools examines the challenges and
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their unique settings. Although remote, blended, and networked learning are ubiquitous today, a
number of cultural, economic, and political realities—from the digital divide and digital literacy to
poverty and language barriers—affect our most vulnerable and underresourced teachers and
students. This book uses critical theory to compassionately scrutinize and unpack the systemic
issues that impact high-needs schools’ implementation of digital learning tools. Incisive sociocultural
analyses across fifteen original chapters explore the intersection of society, technology, people,
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