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american difference american politics from a comparative perspective is a fascinating subject
that invites us to explore how the United States stands apart in its political framework when
juxtaposed with other democracies around the world. Understanding these differences not only
enriches our grasp of American governance but also sheds light on the unique challenges and
strengths that arise from its distinct political culture. By comparing the U.S. political system with other
nations, we gain valuable insights into why American politics operates the way it does and how
historical, cultural, and institutional factors have shaped its evolution.

Understanding the Foundations: The American Political
System in Context

When we talk about the american difference american politics from a comparative perspective, it’s
essential to start with the basics of the U.S. political framework. The United States is a federal
republic with a strong emphasis on the separation of powers among the executive, legislative, and
judicial branches. This structure is designed to prevent any one branch from becoming too powerful, a
principle that traces back to the framers of the Constitution.

Federalism and the Balance of Power

One of the most distinctive features of American politics is federalism — the division of power
between national and state governments. Unlike many countries that have a more centralized
government, the U.S. empowers states with significant autonomy over issues like education,
transportation, and law enforcement. This creates a complex political landscape where policies and
governance can vary widely across states, reflecting the diverse preferences of their populations.

Comparatively, many democracies operate under unitary systems, where central governments hold
the majority of power. For example, countries like France and the United Kingdom have traditionally
centralized political authority, though devolution has somewhat altered this in recent decades. The
American approach, however, fosters a system where local control is prioritized, shaping political
debates and electoral strategies in unique ways.

The Separation of Powers and Checks and Balances

In contrast to parliamentary systems prevalent in countries like Canada, the UK, or Australia, where
the executive branch is drawn from the legislative majority, the U.S. maintains a clear separation
between the executive (President) and the legislature (Congress). This separation creates a system of
checks and balances that can sometimes lead to gridlock but is intended to protect democracy by



ensuring that no single branch dominates.

This fundamental difference often means the policymaking process in the U.S. can be slower and
more contentious. It also influences how political actors campaign and negotiate, emphasizing
compromise and coalition-building across branches, at least in theory.

Political Culture and Its Impact on American Politics

The american difference american politics from a comparative perspective extends beyond
institutions to the underlying political culture that influences how politics is practiced and perceived.

Individualism and Distrust of Government

American political culture is deeply rooted in individualism and a strong skepticism of government
authority. This contrasts with many European countries, where there is often greater trust in public
institutions and a more collective approach to social welfare. The U.S. ethos values personal freedom
and limited government intervention, which impacts policy debates on healthcare, social safety nets,
and regulation.

This cultural difference helps explain why the American political arena often features fierce debates
over the size and role of government, unlike in many countries where consensus on welfare policies is
more common.

Partisanship and Political Polarization

Another aspect of the american difference american politics from a comparative perspective is the
high level of partisanship and polarization. While political divisions exist worldwide, the U.S. is notable
for the intensity and ideological distance between its two major parties, the Democrats and
Republicans. This polarization affects everything from legislative productivity to social cohesion.

Comparatively, multi-party systems in countries like Germany or the Netherlands often encourage
coalition governments and more moderate policy outcomes. The American two-party system,
influenced by the first-past-the-post electoral method, tends to produce clear winners but can also
sharpen conflicts and reduce opportunities for moderate voices.

Electoral Systems and Their Influence

The way elections are designed profoundly shapes political competition and representation. The
american difference american politics from a comparative perspective is vividly illustrated in the U.S.
electoral system.



Winner-Takes-All vs. Proportional Representation

The U.S. uses a winner-takes-all, single-member district system for congressional elections. This
means that the candidate with the most votes wins the seat, even without a majority. This system
tends to favor larger parties and discourages smaller parties from gaining traction, reinforcing the
two-party dominance.

In contrast, many democracies employ proportional representation (PR), which allocates legislative
seats based on the percentage of votes each party receives. PR systems, common in European
countries, often result in multi-party legislatures and coalition governments. This difference explains
why U.S. politics is more binary and why third parties struggle to gain meaningful influence.

The Electoral College and Presidential Elections

The american difference american politics from a comparative perspective is also starkly evident in
the unique method of electing the U.S. President through the Electoral College. Unlike direct popular
votes employed in most democracies, the Electoral College assigns electors based on state
representation in Congress, with most states using a winner-takes-all approach.

This system can lead to scenarios where a candidate wins the presidency without winning the popular
vote, a phenomenon rare in global politics but recurrent in the U.S., sparking debates about
democratic legitimacy and calls for reform.

Judicial Review and the Role of the Supreme Court

Another key feature distinguishing American politics is the power of judicial review held by the
Supreme Court. While courts in many countries interpret laws, the U.S. Supreme Court has the
authority to strike down laws and executive actions that it deems unconstitutional, a power
established early in American history.

This authority gives the judiciary a significant role in shaping policy and protecting rights, sometimes
sparking controversy over judicial activism versus restraint. In comparative perspective, not all
democracies grant courts such expansive power, making the U.S. judiciary a uniquely potent political
actor.

Media Landscape and Political Communication

The american difference american politics from a comparative perspective also manifests in the
media environment that surrounds politics. The U.S. boasts a highly competitive, privatized media
market with strong protections for free speech. This leads to a vibrant but often fragmented media
ecosystem.

Compared to countries with public broadcasting systems or stricter media regulations, the U.S. media
landscape allows for a wide array of political voices but also contributes to polarization and the spread



of misinformation. The role of social media and partisan news outlets has become increasingly
influential in shaping political identities and discourse.

Implications of the American Political Difference

Understanding the american difference american politics from a comparative perspective is not just
academic—it has real-world implications for democratic governance, policy-making, and citizen
engagement. The U.S. system’s emphasis on federalism, separation of powers, and individual rights
creates both opportunities and obstacles.

On one hand, these features protect against authoritarianism and ensure robust debate; on the other,
they can complicate efforts to address urgent national challenges efficiently. Recognizing these
unique elements helps citizens and observers appreciate the complexities of American politics and
consider how lessons from other systems might inform reforms.

Exploring these differences with an open mind encourages a richer dialogue about democracy’s future
in America and beyond, highlighting the importance of balancing tradition with innovation in
governance.

Frequently Asked Questions

What distinguishes American politics from other democratic
systems?
American politics is distinguished by its federal system of government, a strong emphasis on checks
and balances, a two-party dominated system, and a presidential system where the executive is
separate from the legislature.

How does the American electoral system differ from other
countries?
The American electoral system primarily uses a single-member district plurality system (first-past-the-
post) and an Electoral College for presidential elections, unlike many countries that use proportional
representation or parliamentary systems.

In what ways does American political culture differ from that
of other democracies?
American political culture emphasizes individualism, a strong belief in liberty and limited government,
and a unique historical context of revolution and constitutionalism, which contrasts with more
collectivist or state-centered cultures in other democracies.



How does the role of political parties in the US compare to
that in other countries?
In the US, political parties are less centralized and have weaker control over candidates compared to
parties in parliamentary systems, where parties often control candidate selection and government
formation.

What are the key differences between American federalism
and federal systems in other countries?
American federalism features a division of powers that often leads to significant autonomy for states,
a rigid constitution, and a unique balance of state and federal powers, whereas other federal systems
may have more flexible arrangements or centralized control.

How does the American separation of powers impact its
political system differently than parliamentary systems?
The separation of powers in the US creates distinct executive, legislative, and judicial branches with
checks and balances, often leading to divided government and slower policy-making, unlike
parliamentary systems where the executive is drawn from the legislature and can act more
cohesively.

What role does the US Constitution play in shaping American
political differences?
The US Constitution establishes a unique framework of federalism, separation of powers, judicial
review, and a bill of rights that collectively shape American politics, making it more rigid and
structured compared to countries with unwritten or flexible constitutions.

How does the American approach to political campaigns and
finance compare internationally?
American political campaigns are characterized by high levels of private funding, extensive use of
media and advertising, and complex campaign finance laws, contrasting with many countries that
have public funding or stricter spending limits.

Additional Resources
American Difference American Politics from a Comparative Perspective

american difference american politics from a comparative perspective unveils a complex
tapestry of institutional design, cultural norms, and historical evolution that sets the United States
apart from other democracies worldwide. Understanding these distinctive characteristics requires a
nuanced examination of how American political structures, electoral systems, and policy-making
processes diverge from those in other established democracies. By exploring these differences,
scholars and observers can better appreciate the unique challenges and advantages embedded



within the American political landscape.

Fundamental Institutional Distinctions

At the heart of the American difference in politics is its distinctive constitutional framework. Unlike
many democracies that operate under parliamentary systems, the United States employs a
presidential system characterized by a strict separation of powers among the executive, legislative,
and judicial branches. This separation fosters checks and balances but also often results in political
gridlock, a phenomenon less prevalent in parliamentary democracies where executive and legislative
powers are more intertwined.

Separation of Powers and Federalism

The U.S. Constitution entrenches federalism, dividing authority between the national government and
individual states. This dual sovereignty contrasts with unitary systems prevalent in countries such as
the United Kingdom or France, where centralized governments hold predominant power. Federalism
in the U.S. allows states to experiment with policies independently, but it can also lead to significant
disparities in rights and services across state lines.

Moreover, the bicameral legislature of the U.S. Congress—comprising the House of Representatives
and the Senate—embodies an additional layer of complexity. The Senate’s equal representation for
states regardless of population diverges from the proportional representation seen in many other
democracies, influencing legislative dynamics and often amplifying the voices of less populous states.

Electoral System and Political Party Structure

A defining feature of the American difference in politics emerges through its electoral system and
party dynamics. The United States employs a first-past-the-post (FPTP) voting method for most
elections, which tends to produce a two-party system dominated by Democrats and Republicans. This
contrasts with the multi-party systems common in many European democracies that often utilize
proportional representation.

Implications of the Two-Party System

The two-party system, reinforced by FPTP, limits political competition and tends to marginalize
smaller parties. While this can lead to greater governmental stability, it also restricts political diversity
and can heighten polarization. In contrast, countries like Germany and Sweden demonstrate how
multi-party coalitions can foster broader consensus but sometimes at the cost of slower decision-
making.

Additionally, primary elections in the U.S. empower party members to select candidates, a process
that can encourage ideological purity and intensify intra-party factionalism. This contrasts with
candidate selection methods in parliamentary systems, where party elites often exert greater



influence.

Political Culture and Civic Engagement

Beyond institutional mechanics, the American difference in politics is deeply rooted in its political
culture and citizen engagement patterns. The United States has a long tradition of valuing
individualism, liberty, and skepticism of centralized authority, which influences political discourse and
policy preferences.

Voter Turnout and Participation

Despite its robust democratic institutions, the U.S. experiences relatively low voter turnout compared
to other advanced democracies. For example, data from the Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD) indicates that U.S. voter participation hovers around 55-60% in presidential
elections, whereas countries such as Belgium and Sweden regularly achieve turnout rates exceeding
80%.

Factors contributing to this discrepancy include the voluntary nature of voting in the U.S. (as opposed
to compulsory voting elsewhere), registration requirements, and varying levels of political efficacy
among citizens. These elements reflect the broader American political ethos that prioritizes voluntary
participation but also exposes vulnerabilities to disengagement.

Role of Money and Media

Campaign finance and media influence further distinguish American politics. The U.S. permits
substantial private funding of political campaigns, culminating in an environment where money wields
significant power. The Supreme Court’s Citizens United decision in 2010 notably expanded this
influence by allowing corporations and unions to spend unlimited funds on political communication.

In comparison, many other democracies impose stricter limits on campaign contributions and
spending, aiming to reduce the outsized role of money. This divergence shapes the nature of political
competition, public trust, and policy responsiveness.

Policy-Making and Governance Challenges

The American difference manifests prominently in the policy-making process. The combination of
federalism, separation of powers, and a polarized two-party system often complicates the passage of
legislation and the implementation of coherent policies.



Gridlock and Partisan Polarization

Political gridlock is a recurrent feature of American governance. When the presidency and Congress
are controlled by opposing parties or when intra-party divisions arise, legislative stalemates become
common. This contrasts with parliamentary systems where the governing party or coalition usually
commands a legislative majority, enabling swifter policy action.

Moreover, heightened partisan polarization in the U.S. has intensified over recent decades, as
scholars note increasing ideological homogeneity within parties and cross-party animosity. This
polarization hampers bipartisan cooperation and complicates efforts to address pressing issues such
as healthcare, immigration, and climate change.

Judicial Review and Constitutional Constraints

An additional layer shaping American politics is the robust role of judicial review. The U.S. Supreme
Court possesses the authority to invalidate laws and executive actions that violate the Constitution, a
power that is more pronounced than in many other democracies. This judicial oversight serves as
both a check on majoritarian impulses and a potential source of political contestation, especially when
the Court’s decisions intersect with contentious social issues.

Comparative Insights and Global Lessons

When placing the American difference in politics in a global context, several insights emerge. The U.S.
model’s emphasis on checks and balances and individual rights represents a unique approach to
safeguarding democracy. However, its institutional design also entails vulnerabilities such as
legislative inefficiency and political polarization.

Comparatively, parliamentary democracies offer lessons on achieving greater political cohesion and
policy agility, while federal systems in countries like Canada and Germany demonstrate alternative
ways to balance regional autonomy with national unity. Additionally, electoral systems employing
proportional representation provide examples of how political diversity and inclusivity can be
enhanced.

Ultimately, understanding these differences enriches the discourse on democratic governance and
highlights the trade-offs inherent in various political arrangements. The American difference american
politics from a comparative perspective thus invites continuous reflection on how institutions, culture,
and political practices interact to shape democratic outcomes in an ever-evolving global landscape.
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  american difference american politics from a comparative perspective: American
Difference Lori M. Poloni-Staudinger, Michael R. Wolf, 2020 NEW TO THIS EDITION: A new chapter
on civil rights and liberties (chapter 5) introduces students to a comparative look at rights and
liberties, so that students can have a more holistic understanding of US politics. A new chapter on
constitutional arrangements (chapter 6) introduces students to the uniqueness of the US
Constitution, so that students can think more critically about the US Constitution in comparative
perspective. An expanded chapter on institutions (chapter 7) provides comparative context to help
students understand why legislative and executive branches together makes the most sense. The
discussion on elections has been divided into two chapters - one on institutions (chapter 10) and one
on behavior (chapter 11) - to make the topic easier to digest for students and easier to cover for
instructors. New data around the 2016 general election and the 2018 midterm election offers
students the most up-to-date information on elections and encourages students to explore how these
elections are a reflection (or not) of American exceptionalism. A new textbox on far right political
parties helps students to think critically about how different electoral and institutional arrangements
impact how far right politics materializes in practice in various countries. New end of chapter
material, including study questions, suggested readings and key words offer students multiple
opportunities to further their knowledge of the content. KEY FEATURES: The balanced approach
uniquely discusses and provides examples of similarities - as well as differences - between the US
and other democracies. American exceptionalism is addressed and its most common definition, of
the US as superior, is challenged, pointing out that exceptional only means different. Break-out
boxes, attractively displayed empirical examples providing easily accessible data, and end-of-chapter
study questions and terms help to reinforce concepts and provide learning aids for students.
  american difference american politics from a comparative perspective: American
Difference Lori M. Poloni-Staudinger, Michael R. Wolf, 2015-02-11 Examining democracies from a
comparative perspective helps us better understand why politics—or “who gets what, when, and
how”—differs among democracies. In American Difference: American Politics from a Comparative
Perspective, authors Lori M. Poloni-Staudinger and Michael R. Wolf take the reader through
different aspects of democracy—political culture, institutions, interest groups, political parties and
elections—and explore how the US is both different from and similar to other democracies. Used in
conjunction with a textbook for courses in Introduction to American Politics, Introduction to
Comparative Politics, or Introduction to Politics, this book will provide additional context and deepen
students’ understanding of key political concepts.
  american difference american politics from a comparative perspective: Understanding
American Politics Stephen Brooks, 2009-01-01 This volume locates the American political system in
a comparative context, allowing us to better understand its strength and weaknesses. It should be
required reading for anyone wanting a basic understanding of American politics. - B. Guy Peters,
University of Pittsburgh
  american difference american politics from a comparative perspective: American
Difference Lori M. Poloni-Staudinger, Michael R. Wolf, 2019-01-31 Examining democracies from a
comparative perspective helps us better understand why politics—or, as Harold Lasswell famously
said, “who gets what, when, and how”—differ among democracies. American Difference: A Guide to
American Politics in Comparative Perspective takes you through different aspects of
democracy—political culture, institutions, interest groups, political parties, and elections—and,
unlike other works, explores how the United States is both different from and similar to other
democracies. The fully updated Second Edition has been expanded to include several new chapters
and discussion on civil liberties and civil rights, constitutional arrangements, elections and electoral
institutions, and electoral behavior. This edition also includes data around the 2016 general election
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and 2018 midterm election
  american difference american politics from a comparative perspective: The Origins of
Canadian and American Political Differences Jason Kaufman, 2009-02-16 Why do the United States
and Canada have such divergent political cultures when they share one of the closest economic and
cultural relationships in the world? Kaufman examines the North American political landscape to
draw out the essential historical factors that underlie the countries’ differences.
  american difference american politics from a comparative perspective: American
Government, Second Edition Timothy O. Lenz, Mirya Holman, 2018-03-21 This exciting new book
explores the role of government, politics, and policy in American lives. Full of real life applications
and scenarios, this text encourages and enables political thinking. The second edition has been
updated to include recent developments in U.S. politics and government. This includes the
description and analysis of the 2016 elections as well as the early Trump administration. Chapters
have expanded coverage of immigration policy, environmental policy, economic policy, and global
affairs (including counterterrorism policy). The text also includes analysis of racial issues in
contemporary American politics and law. It also addresses questions about the state of the economy,
jobs, and wages. Hyperlinks and URLs provide deeper dives into various topics and examples of
comparative politics.
  american difference american politics from a comparative perspective: Latin American
Politics David Close, 2017-05-18 Latin American Politics, Second Edition is a thematic introduction
to the political systems of all 20 Latin American countries. The approach is self-consciously
comparative and encourages students to develop stronger comparative analysis skills through such
topics as history, violence, democracy, and political economy. Fully updated and revised, this second
edition also includes a new chapter on parties, elections, and movements. Each chapter is now
framed by a prologue and an epilogue to engage students and provide more country-specific content.
  american difference american politics from a comparative perspective: New Dimensions
of Canadian Federalism Gregory S. Mahler, 1987 This book provides an assessment of federalism
in the contemporary Canadian political system. In a crossnational discussion, it focuses on issues
such as constitutional reform, public health planning, economic strategies, foreign relations, and
national energy policy.
  american difference american politics from a comparative perspective: Israel in
Comparative Perspective Michael N. Barnett, 2012-02-01 Because Israel is unique in many
dimensions, many social scientists consider it a historical peculiarity. Neither East nor West,
developed nor undeveloped, capitalist nor socialist, Third World nor First World, Israel has little in
common with other countries and their historical experiences. This book of original essays
challenges the image of Israeli uniqueness and the status of the Israeli case and at the same time
corrects some common misperceptions about the comparative method in general and case selection
in particular. At the same time, it compares Israeli and Arab experiences and addresses critical
issues in Middle Eastern studies. To challenge the image of Israeli uniqueness, the authors situate
Israel's history in comparative context; employ macrohistorical concepts both to reexamine the
Israeli case and to build bridges between Israel and other historical experiences; and use the Israeli
case to reconsider existing social science theories. [Articles by Michael Barnett, Yehezkal Dror,
Rebecca Kook, Ian Lustick, Joel Migdal, Gershon Shafir, Gabriel Sheffer, Shibley Telhami, and Mark
Tessler and Ina Warriner] Israel in Comparative Perspective demonstrates how our understanding of
the region can be enriched by using models and theories developed in other regions to reexamine
Israeli history.
  american difference american politics from a comparative perspective: Routledge
Handbook of Latin American Politics Peter Kingstone, Deborah J. Yashar, 2013-03-05 Latin
America has been one of the critical areas in the study of comparative politics. The region’s
experiments with installing and deepening democracy and promoting alternative modes of economic
development have generated intriguing and enduring empirical puzzles. In turn, Latin America’s
challenges continue to spawn original and vital work on central questions in comparative politics:



about the origins of democracy; about the relationship between state and society; about the nature
of citizenship; about the balance between state and market. The richness and diversity of the study
of Latin American politics makes it hard to stay abreast of the developments in the many
sub-literatures of the field. The Routledge Handbook of Latin American Politics offers an
intellectually rigorous overview of the state of the field and a thoughtful guide to the direction of
future scholarship. Kingstone and Yashar bring together the leading figures in the study of Latin
America to present extensive empirical coverage, new original research, and a cutting-edge
examination of the central areas of inquiry in the region.
  american difference american politics from a comparative perspective: The High Priests
of American Politics Mark Carlton Miller, 2002-03 Using a multidisciplinary approach, Mark C.
Miller draws in large part on interviews he conducted with members of the U.S. House of
Representatives, the Ohio legislature, and the Massachusetts legislature. From this rich data, he
shows how American lawyers are socialized into a common legal ideology, which in turn shapes the
behavior of individual lawyer-politicians, legislative committees dominated by lawyers, and the
entire legislative institutions of government.
  american difference american politics from a comparative perspective: Democracy and
North America Alan Ware, 2013-10-23 The contributions here consider a number of themes and
issues which account for the successful democratization of the United States and Canada and offer
an analysis of the reasons for the absence of democratization in Mexico.
  american difference american politics from a comparative perspective: The Political
Participation of Asian Americans Pei-te Lien, 1997 Based on the empirical analysis of surveys
explores the relation between ethnic identity and electoral political participation on three levels:
between the four major racial/ethnic groups Americans, inside the multi-ethnic Asian American
population, and among Koreans as a specific ethnic group. Emphasizes the complexity of Asian
American identities and the importance of both positive and negative experiences in shaping
political participation. Revised from a 1995 Ph.D dissertation for the University of Florida.
Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
  american difference american politics from a comparative perspective: Developments in
Latin American Political Economy J. Buxton, N. Phillips, 1999-08-20 The first part of the volume
addresses the changing nature and interaction of the state and the market in Latin American
countries, as well as the principal challenges of consolidating political and economic reform in a
period of profound change. The second part of the book examines a variety of traditional and
non-traditional political roles, ranging from the military to women, and from the environmental lobby
to human rights. It explores the ways in which the changing composition of the political debate is
shaping the political arena. Forward looking in its approach, to volume provides readers with an
indication of factors which will be of key significance in the immediate future, the tensions which
have yet to be resolved and the prospects ahead.
  american difference american politics from a comparative perspective: The Liberal
Tradition in American Politics David F. Ericson, Louisa Bertch Green, 2013-12-02 First Published
in 1999. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
  american difference american politics from a comparative perspective: Welfare and
Party Politics in Latin America Jennifer Pribble, 2013-04-22 Systems of social protection can
provide crucial assistance to the poorest and most vulnerable groups in society, but not all systems
are created equally. In Latin America, social policies have historically exhibited large gaps in
coverage and high levels of inequality in benefit size. Since the late 1990s, countries in this region
have begun to grapple with these challenges, enacting a series of reforms to healthcare, social
assistance and education policy. While some of these initiatives have moved in a universal direction,
others have maintained existing segmentation or moved in a regressive direction. Welfare and Party
Politics in Latin America explores this variation in Argentina, Chile, Uruguay and Venezuela, finding
that the design of previous policies, the intensity of electoral competition, and the character of
political parties all influence the nature of contemporary social policy reform in Latin America.



  american difference american politics from a comparative perspective: Masculinity in
American Politics Monika L. McDermott, Dan Cassino, 2025-02-25 How elements of masculinity
manifest themselves in all aspects of American political life While hardly a new phenomenon,
masculinity—which includes elements of toughness, independence, and leadership, among
others—roared onto the national political stage in America with the 2016 candidacy, election, and
presidency of Donald Trump. Research into masculinity dates back over a century, but little
attention has been paid to the specific role of masculinity in politics beyond the conventional wisdom
that it, rather than femininity, is the dominant force. This lack of research has led to a lack of
knowledge on how exactly, and how much, masculinity shapes political structures, attitudes and
behaviors, from children’s socialization to our masculine political world, to how a new generation
views this traditional dominance. In Masculinity in American Politics, Monika L. McDermott and Dan
Cassino bring together a prestigious group of interdisciplinary scholars to explore these questions
and their implications for different aspects of political life. Topics include the challenge of defining
and measuring masculinity, how perceptions of gender and masculinity can shape campaign
messaging strategies and public opinion, and other discussions of political identity, including age,
race, and ethnicity. With contributions from Melissa Deckman, Jill S. Greenlee, Amanda Bittner, and
other high-profile scholars, this comprehensive volume provides insight into masculinity and its
high-stakes political manifestations, particularly as Gen Z fights to redefine the contours of their
own gender and sexuality. Drawing upon insights from politics, sociology, psychology, and the
broader social sciences, Masculinity in American Politics pushes the field to look “beyond the
binary” and illuminate this brave, new world of political conflict and possibility.
  american difference american politics from a comparative perspective: The Future of
Political Science Gary King, Kay L. Schlozman, Norman Nie, 2009-03-15 This book contains some
of the newest, most exciting ideas now percolating within political science. One hundred authors
each contribute a brief essay about a single novel or insufficiently appreciated idea on some aspect
of political science.
  american difference american politics from a comparative perspective: Old Labor and
New Immigrants in American Political Development Gwendolyn Mink, 2019-06-30 Why have
American politics developed differently from politics in Europe? Generations of scholars and
commentators have wondered why organized labor in the United States did not acquire a
broad-based constituency or form an autonomous labor party. In this innovative and insightful book,
Gwendolyn Mink finds new answers by approaching this question from a different angle: she asks
what determined union labor's political interests and how those interests influenced the political role
forged by the American Federation of Labor. At bottom, Mink argues, the demographic dynamics of
industrialization produced a profound racial response to economic change among organized labor.
This response shaped the AFL's political strategy and political choices. In her account of the unique
role played by labor in politics prior to the New Deal, Mink focuses on the ways in which the
organizational and political interests of the AFL were mediated by the national issue of immigration
and links the AFL's response to immigration to its conservative stance in and toward politics. She
investigates the political impact of a labor market split between union and nonunion, old and new
immigrant workers; of dramatic demographic change; and of nativism and racism. Mink then
elucidates the development of trade-union political interests, ideology, and strategy; the movement
of the AFL into established state and party structures; and the consequent separation of the AFL
from labor's social base.
  american difference american politics from a comparative perspective: The Oxford
Handbook of American Elections and Political Behavior Jan E. Leighley, 2010-02-25 The Oxford
Handbooks of American Politics are a set of reference books offering authoritative and engaging
critical overviews of the state of scholarship on American politics. Each volume focuses on a
particular aspect of the field. The project is under the General Editorship of George C. Edwards III,
and distinguished specialists in their respective fields edit each volume. The Handbooks aim not just
to report on the discipline, but also to shape it as scholars critically assess the scholarship on a topic



and propose directions in which it needs to move. The series is an indispensable reference for
anyone working in American politics. This Handbook offers comprehensive coverage of the various
theoretical approaches to the study of American elections and political behavior. The chapters are
thoughtful and creative, providing broad overviews of intellectual developments and challenges, as
well as incisive commentary on the accomplishments of, and challenges facing, scholars of American
politics. Substantively, the Handbook includes chapters focusing on various approaches and issues
in research design, political participation, vote choice, presidential and non-presidential elections,
and issues, interests and elites as influences on individuals' political behaviour. Each of the chapters
offers a working research bibliography, as well as retrospective evaluations of research and
discussions of fruitful paths for future research. General Editor for The Oxford Handbooks of
American Politics: George C. Edwards III
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