
words in mayan language
Words in Mayan Language: Unlocking the Richness of an Ancient Tongue

Words in Mayan language carry a deep cultural significance that stretches back thousands of
years, echoing the voices of one of the most fascinating indigenous civilizations in the Americas. Far
beyond just a mode of communication, Mayan words are a gateway into the worldview, traditions,
and history of the Maya people. Whether you're a language enthusiast, a traveler interested in
Central American heritage, or simply curious about ancient cultures, exploring the vocabulary of the
Mayan language offers a captivating journey through time.

The Diversity of the Mayan Language Family

When we talk about words in Mayan language, it’s important to understand that “Mayan” is not a
single language but rather a family of related languages. There are approximately 30 distinct Mayan
languages spoken today, primarily across southern Mexico, Guatemala, Belize, and parts of
Honduras and El Salvador. Some of the most widely spoken Mayan languages include Yucatec,
K’iche’, Q’eqchi’, and Tzotzil.

Each of these languages has its own unique vocabulary, pronunciation, and grammar, yet they share
common roots. This linguistic diversity means that words in Mayan language vary significantly
depending on the region and community. For instance, the word for “water” in Yucatec Maya is *ja’*,
while in K’iche’ Maya, it’s *riq’a’*.

Pronunciation and Structure of Mayan Words

One fascinating feature of Mayan words is their use of glottal stops, represented by an apostrophe
(‘) in writing, which can change the meaning of words entirely. For example, in Yucatec Maya,
*ka’anal* means “sky,” whereas *kanal* without the glottal stop refers to “snake.” This phonetic
nuance highlights the importance of precise pronunciation.

Mayan words are often agglutinative, meaning they combine multiple smaller elements (morphemes)
into one word to convey complex ideas. This structure allows speakers to create descriptive terms
that pack rich meaning into a single word, a characteristic that can be both challenging and
rewarding for learners.

Common Words in Mayan Language and Their
Meanings

If you’re starting to explore Mayan vocabulary, it’s helpful to focus on some common words that
reflect everyday life and cultural values. Here are a few examples from Yucatec Maya, one of the
better-documented Mayan languages:



Hunab – One (often symbolically referring to unity or the concept of “one god” in some
interpretations)

Ixchel – The name of the Mayan goddess of the moon, fertility, and medicine

Ch’ik – Red (a color with spiritual significance)

Ka’anal – Sky or heaven

Na’ – House or home

Ba’ak – Bone

K’in – Sun or day

Ch’a’ – True or real

These words not only provide a glimpse into the language but also reveal the Maya’s close
relationship with nature, spirituality, and community life.

Words Reflecting Nature and Environment

Nature plays a central role in Mayan language and culture. Many words describe elements of the
natural world with precision and reverence. For example:

- *Ch’ich’* means “rain,” a vital element for agriculture.
- *Tz’i* stands for “dog,” which was an important companion animal.
- *Ak’ab* refers to “night” or the darkness, which carries symbolic meaning in Mayan cosmology.

Learning these nature-related words opens a window into how the Maya perceived their
environment, where every element was interwoven with spiritual and practical importance.

The Writing System and Preservation of Mayan Words

Understanding words in Mayan language also involves appreciating the ancient Mayan script, one of
the most sophisticated writing systems in pre-Columbian America. The script combined logograms
(symbols representing words) and syllabic glyphs, making it possible to record complex language
nuances.

The Role of Glyphs in Conveying Mayan Words

Mayan hieroglyphs were used to write everything from royal decrees to myths. Each glyph could



stand for a whole word or syllables, which together formed phrases and sentences. For example, the
glyph for *k’in* (sun) often appears in inscriptions related to calendrical events because of the sun’s
central importance.

Today, many Mayan words have been reconstructed through the study of these glyphs, allowing
linguists and historians to revive ancient vocabulary and understand Mayan history better.

Modern Preservation and Revival Efforts

Despite centuries of suppression and the dominance of Spanish in many Mayan regions, the use of
Mayan languages—and words in Mayan language—remains vibrant. Efforts to preserve and
revitalize these languages include:

- Educational programs teaching Mayan languages in schools.
- Cultural initiatives promoting Mayan literature and oral traditions.
- Digital archives compiling dictionaries and recordings of native speakers.

These efforts ensure that words in Mayan language are not just relics of the past but living tools that
continue to shape identity and communication.

Learning and Using Words in Mayan Language Today

If you’re eager to learn Mayan words, starting with basic greetings and common expressions can be
a rewarding experience that connects you to a rich cultural heritage.

Simple Phrases to Get You Started

- *Ba’ax ka wa’alik?* – How are you? (literally “What do you say?” in Yucatec Maya)
- *Ma’lob* – Good
- *Yuum bo’otik* – God (literally “Lord of the sky”)
- *K’a’atech* – Thank you
- *Táan in wóol* – I am happy (literally “there is happiness in me”)

Using these phrases shows respect and appreciation when visiting Mayan communities or engaging
with Mayan culture.

Tips for Learning Mayan Words

- Listen to native speakers as much as possible to grasp pronunciation and intonation.
- Use language apps or online resources dedicated to specific Mayan languages.
- Practice with locals or participate in cultural events to immerse yourself in the language.
- Study the cultural context behind words to understand their deeper meanings.



The beauty of learning words in Mayan language lies not only in mastering vocabulary but also in
connecting with a worldview that honors harmony between humans and nature.

Exploring words in Mayan language opens a fascinating door to one of the world’s oldest continuous
cultures. Whether through ancient glyphs or modern conversations, these words embody stories,
beliefs, and traditions that have endured for millennia. Engaging with them enriches our
appreciation of linguistic diversity and cultural resilience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the Mayan language today?
The Mayan language is significant today as it is still spoken by millions of people in Mexico,
Guatemala, Belize, and Honduras, preserving the rich cultural heritage and history of the ancient
Maya civilization.

How many Mayan languages are there?
There are approximately 30 different Mayan languages spoken today, each with its own unique
dialects and variations.

What is a common greeting in the Mayan language?
A common greeting in Yucatec Maya is 'Ba'ax ka wa'alik?' which means 'How are you?'.

Can you give an example of a Mayan word related to nature?
The word 'Chich' in Yucatec Maya means 'bird', reflecting the Maya's close connection to nature.

How is the Mayan writing system related to its language?
The Mayan writing system is a logosyllabic script that combines logograms and syllabic signs, used
to record the Mayan language in inscriptions and codices.

Are Mayan words used in modern Spanish or English?
Yes, some Mayan words have been adopted into modern languages, such as 'chocolate' which comes
from the Nahuatl language but is often associated with Mesoamerican cultures including the Maya.

Where can one learn basic Mayan words and phrases?
Basic Mayan words and phrases can be learned through language courses, online resources, cultural
workshops, and by interacting with native speakers in Mayan-speaking communities.



Additional Resources
Words in Mayan Language: An In-depth Exploration of a Living Linguistic Heritage

Words in Mayan language encapsulate a rich tapestry of history, culture, and identity that has
survived millennia. As one of the most enduring indigenous language families in the Americas, the
Mayan languages offer a unique window into the civilizations of Mesoamerica, their worldview, and
their communication systems. Understanding these words goes beyond mere vocabulary; it involves
investigating the linguistic structures, cultural significance, and contemporary relevance of Mayan
languages in a rapidly globalizing world.

The Linguistic Landscape of Mayan Languages

The term "Mayan language" does not refer to a single language but rather to a family of related
languages spoken by the Maya peoples across southern Mexico, Guatemala, Belize, and parts of
Honduras and El Salvador. There are approximately 30 different Mayan languages, including K'iche',
Yucatec, Q'eqchi', and Tzotzil, among others. Each language carries its own set of words,
grammatical rules, and phonetic nuances, yet they all share common ancestral roots.

Mayan languages are part of the larger Mesoamerican linguistic area, characterized by features
such as ergativity, complex verb morphology, and the use of glottalized consonants. The words in
Mayan language often reflect these structural traits, making them distinct and sometimes
challenging for outsiders to learn.

Phonetics and Orthography of Mayan Words

One of the defining features of words in Mayan language is their phonetic system, which includes
glottal stops and ejective consonants that are uncommon in many Indo-European languages. For
example, the word for "water" in Yucatec Maya is "ha’," where the apostrophe represents a glottal
stop, a brief pause in the vocal tract. Similarly, the presence of ejective consonants adds an
explosive quality to certain sounds.

Orthographically, Mayan languages were historically written using a sophisticated hieroglyphic
script, which combined logographic and syllabic elements. Modern adaptations use Latin script with
additional diacritical marks to approximate original sounds. This transition has facilitated literacy
efforts among contemporary Maya communities but also presents challenges in maintaining
phonological accuracy.

Cultural Significance Embedded in Mayan Vocabulary

Words in Mayan language are not merely labels; they hold deep cultural and spiritual meanings. The
Maya worldview is holistic, integrating nature, time, and community, which is reflected in their
lexicon.



Time and Calendar Terminology

The Maya civilization is renowned for its complex calendar system, and many words in Mayan
language relate to temporal concepts. Words like "kin" (day), "uinal" (20-day month), and "tun" (360-
day year) illustrate the intricate understanding of time measurement. These terms are embedded in
rituals, agricultural cycles, and cosmology, often carrying connotations beyond their literal
meanings.

Nature and Environment

Given the Maya's deep connection to the natural world, vocabulary related to flora, fauna, and
landscape is extensive and nuanced. For instance, the word "k’in" not only means "sun" but also
signifies light, life, and energy, underscoring the centrality of natural elements in Maya culture.

Contemporary Usage and Preservation Efforts

Despite centuries of external pressures, including colonization and language suppression, words in
Mayan language continue to thrive in many communities. However, the degree of fluency and usage
varies significantly across regions.

Language Revitalization Movements

In recent decades, there has been a concerted effort to preserve and revitalize Mayan languages.
Educational programs, bilingual schools, and digital media have been instrumental in promoting the
use of Mayan words among younger generations. These initiatives aim to counteract language shift
toward Spanish and English, which threatens the survival of many Mayan languages.

Challenges and Opportunities

While revitalization efforts are promising, challenges remain. The diversity of Mayan languages
means that resources must be tailored to distinct linguistic contexts. Moreover, standardizing
orthographies without eroding dialectal differences presents a delicate balance. Nevertheless, the
growing interest in indigenous knowledge systems and cultural heritage offers opportunities for
Mayan languages to gain broader recognition.

Examples of Common Words in Mayan Language and
Their Meanings

To appreciate the richness of Mayan vocabulary, consider the following examples from various



Mayan languages:

Ixchel (Yucatec): Goddess of the moon, fertility, and medicine.

Ch’ujuk (K’iche’): Rain.

Na’ (Q’eqchi’): House or home.

Ka’an (Yucatec): Sky or heaven.

Ajaw (Classic Maya): Lord or ruler.

K’ab’ (K’iche’): Earth or soil.

These words not only convey basic concepts but also connect speakers to their ancestral heritage
and environment.

Comparative Analysis with Other Indigenous Languages

Comparing words in Mayan language with those from other indigenous language families reveals
both unique and shared features. For example, Mayan languages exhibit ergative-absolutive
alignment, a trait shared with other Mesoamerican languages such as Mixe-Zoquean, but differing
from nominative-accusative languages like Nahuatl. This divergence affects sentence structure and
verb agreement, influencing how meaning is constructed through words.

The Role of Mayan Words in Modern Media and
Technology

The digital age has introduced new platforms for the expression and dissemination of Mayan
languages. From social media hashtags to mobile apps designed for language learning, words in
Mayan language are increasingly visible in modern contexts.

Integration in Education and Digital Tools

Innovative educational tools incorporate Mayan vocabulary to facilitate language acquisition. Apps
featuring interactive Mayan dictionaries, pronunciation guides, and cultural content support both
native speakers and learners worldwide. This technological integration helps bridge the gap
between traditional oral transmission and contemporary communication methods.



Preservation Through Literature and Arts

Contemporary Maya writers and artists use Mayan words to assert cultural identity and challenge
historical marginalization. Poetry, music, and visual arts often incorporate indigenous vocabulary,
fostering pride and awareness. This creative use of language helps keep Mayan words vibrant and
relevant.

Exploring words in Mayan language reveals a dynamic interplay between history, culture, and
modernity. As these languages continue to evolve and adapt, they maintain a profound connection to
the Maya people's ancestral knowledge and worldview, underscoring the enduring power of
language as a vessel of identity.

Words In Mayan Language
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Second Edition, will earn a place in the libraries of linguistics, anthropology, and sociology scholars
with a professional or personal interest in endangered languages and in the full wealth of the
world’s languages.
  words in mayan language: Dying Words Nicholas Evans, 2011-08-17 The next century will see
more than half of the world’s 6,000 languages become extinct, and most of these will disappear
without being adequately recorded. Written by one of the leading figures in language
documentation, this fascinating book explores what humanity stands to lose as a result. Explores the
unique philosophy, knowledge, and cultural assumptions of languages, and their impact on our
collective intellectual heritage Questions why such linguistic diversity exists in the first place, and
how can we can best respond to the challenge of recording and documenting these fragile oral
traditions while they are still with us Written by one of the leading figures in language
documentation, and draws on a wealth of vivid examples from his own field experience Brings
conceptual issues vividly to life by weaving in portraits of individual ‘last speakers’ and anecdotes
about linguists and their discoveries
  words in mayan language: The Ancient Maya, 6th Edition Robert J. Sharer, Loa P. Traxler,
2006 The rich findings of recent exploration and research are incorporated in this completely
revised and greatly expanded sixth edition of this standard work on the Maya people. New field
discoveries, new technical advances, new successes in the decipherment of Maya writing, and new
theoretical perspectives on the Maya past have made this new edition necessary.
  words in mayan language: A Survey of Word Accentual Patterns in the Languages of the
World Harry van der Hulst, Rob Goedemans, Ellen van Zanten, 2010-12-15 In part I of this volume,
experts on various language areas provide surveys of word stress/accent systems of as many
languages in 'their' part of the world as they could lay their hands on. No preconditions (theoretical
or otherwise) were set, but the authors were encouraged to use the StressTyp data in their chapters.
Australian Languages (Rob Goedemans), Austronesian Languages (Ellen van Zanten, Ruben Stoel
and Bert Remijsen), Papuan Languages (Ellen van Zanten and Philomena Dol), North American
Languages (Keren Rice), South American Languages (Sergio Meira and Leo Wetzels), African
Languages (Laura Downing), European Languages (Harry van der Hulst), Asian Languages (Harry
van der Hulst and René Schiering), Middle Eastern Languages (Harry van der Hulst and Sam
Hellmuth). There is an introductory chapter (Chapter 1) that will provide the reader with elementary
terminology and theoretical tools to understand the variety of accentual systems that will be
discussed in the subsequent chapters of this book. Chapter 2 has a double function. It presents an
overview of stress patterns in Australian languages, but at the same time it is intended to
(re-)familiarize readers with the coding, terminology and theoretical ideas of the StressTyp
database. Chapter 11 presents statistical and typological information from the StressTyp database.
Part II of this volume contains 'language profiles' which are, for each of the 511 languages contained
in StressTyp (in 2009), extracts from the information that is contained in the database. This volume
will be of interest to people in the field of theoretical phonology and language typology. It will
function as a reference work for these groups of researchers, but also, more generally, for people
working on syntax and other fields of linguistics, who might wish to know certain basic facts about
the distribution of word accent systems
  words in mayan language: The Mayan Languages Judith Aissen, Nora C. England, Roberto
Zavala Maldonado, 2017-05-12 The Mayan Languages presents a comprehensive survey of the
language family associated with the Classic Mayan civilization (AD 200–900), a family whose
individual languages are still spoken today by at least six million indigenous Maya in Mexico,
Guatemala, Belize, and Honduras. This unique resource is an ideal reference for advanced
undergraduate and postgraduate students of Mayan languages and linguistics. Written by a team of
experts in the field, The Mayan Languages presents in-depth accounts of the linguistic features that
characterize the thirty-one languages of the family, their historical evolution, and the social context
in which they are spoken. The Mayan Languages: provides detailed grammatical sketches of
approximately a third of the Mayan languages, representing most of the branches of the family;



includes a section on the historical development of the family, as well as an entirely new sketch of
the grammar of Classic Maya as represented in the hieroglyphic script; provides detailed
state-of-the-art discussions of the principal advances in grammatical analysis of Mayan languages;
includes ample discussion of the use of the languages in social, conversational, and poetic contexts.
Consisting of topical chapters on the history, sociolinguistics, phonology, morphology, syntax,
semantics, discourse structure, and acquisition of the Mayan languages, this book will be a resource
for researchers and other readers with an interest in historical linguistics, linguistic anthropology,
language acquisition, and linguistic typology.
  words in mayan language: Words of the True Peoples/Palabras de los Seres Verdaderos:
Anthology of Contemporary Mexican Indigenous-Language Writers/Antología de Escritores
Actuales en Lenguas Indígenas de México: Volume Two/Tomo Dos Carlos Montemayor,
Donald Frischmann, 2014-05-06 As part of the larger, ongoing movement throughout Latin America
to reclaim non-Hispanic cultural heritages and identities, indigenous writers in Mexico are
reappropriating the written word in their ancestral tongues and in Spanish. As a result, the
long-marginalized, innermost feelings, needs, and worldviews of Mexico's ten to twenty million
indigenous peoples are now being widely revealed to the Western societies with which these peoples
coexist. To contribute to this process and serve as a bridge of intercultural communication and
understanding, this groundbreaking, three-volume anthology gathers works by the leading
generation of writers in thirteen Mexican indigenous languages: Nahuatl, Maya, Tzotzil, Tzeltal,
Tojolabal, Tabasco Chontal, Purepecha, Sierra Zapoteco, Isthmus Zapoteco, Mazateco, Ñahñu,
Totonaco, and Huichol. Volume Two contains poetry by Mexican indigenous writers. Their poems
appear first in their native language, followed by English and Spanish translations. Montemayor and
Frischmann have abundantly annotated the Spanish, English, and indigenous-language texts and
added glossaries and essays that discuss the formal and linguistic qualities of the poems, as well as
their place within contemporary poetry. These supporting materials make the anthology especially
accessible and interesting for nonspecialist readers seeking a greater understanding of Mexico's
indigenous peoples.
  words in mayan language: Words and the Mind Barbara Malt, Phillip Wolff, 2010-03-01 The
study of word meanings promises important insights into the nature of the human mind by revealing
what people find to be most cognitively significant in their experience. However, as we learn more
about the semantics of various languages, we are faced with an interesting problem. Different
languages seem to be telling us different stories about the mind. For example, important distinctions
made in one language are not necessarily made in others. What are we to make of these
cross-linguistic differences? How do they arise? Are they created by purely linguistic processes
operating over the course of language evolution? Or do they reflect fundamental differences in
thought? In this sea of differences, are there any semantic universals? Which categories might be
given by the genes, which by culture, and which by language? And what might the cross-linguistic
similarities and differences contribute to our understanding of conceptual and linguistic
development? The kinds of mapping principles, structures, and processes that link language and
non-linguistic knowledge must accommodate not just one language but the rich diversity that has
been uncovered. The integration of knowledge and methodologies necessary for real progress in
answering these questions has happened only recently, as experimental approaches have been
applied to the cross-linguistic study of word meaning. In Words and the Mind, Barbara Malt and
Phillip Wolff present evidence from the leading researchers who are carrying out this empirical work
on topics as diverse as spatial relations, events, emotion terms, motion events, objects, body-part
terms, causation, color categories, and relational categories. By bringing them together, Malt and
Wolff highlight some of the most exciting cross-linguistic and cross-cultural work on the
language-thought interface, from a broad array of fields including linguistics, anthropology,
cognitive and developmental psychology, and cognitive neuropsychology. Their results provide some
answers to these questions and new perspectives on the issues surrounding them.
  words in mayan language: Indigenous America in the Spanish Language Classroom Anne



Fountain, 2023 Many Spanish language teachers have little understanding of the indigenous
languages and cultures that are part of the Spanish-speaking Americas. This book proposes to fill
that gap and help teachers include the history and culture of Indigenous Peoples using a social
justice lens. Indigenous America begins with an overview of the history of colonialism throughout
the Spanish-speaking Americas and ties it to language teaching curricula and standards. Each
substantive chapter ends with a list of conclusions, a list of questions for discussion and debate, and
a set of teaching topics and concrete classroom exercises. Fountain will include photographs of
places, people, and artifacts to make this history tangible. Appendices with more details about
incorporating some rich resources into the Spanish language classroom are included, as is a
glossary of important terms. This book is the first resource of its kind and is timely--teachers are
eager to include more voices in their courses--
  words in mayan language: Substance of the Ancient Maya Andrew K. Scherer, Thomas G.
Garrison, 2024-12-01 Substance of the Ancient Maya: Kingdoms and Communities, Objects and
Beings collects twelve essays by top scholars that highlight what is new in research pertaining to the
ancient Maya. Subjects range from updated political histories of major kingdoms in the southern
Maya Lowlands to explorations of the nature of Maya writing and materiality. These essays were
inspired by the scholarship of Stephen Houston and celebrate his transdisciplinary commitment to
research in anthropological archaeology, epigraphy, and art history. The contributions in this volume
are organized into two sections that respectively reflect different scales from which to approach the
substance of the ancient Maya—from hand-held objects to entire kingdoms. This dichotomy reflects
the breadth of questions central to current research on the Maya. It also illustrates how certain
themes, such as the relationship between the living and the realm of the supernatural, are
fundamental to both thinking by and about the Maya at all scales. A diversity of methods is not only
embodied by this assemblage of essays but is also spread equally across the two sections of the
book, illustrating that archaeologists, epigraphers, geographers, and art historians can equally
contribute to the substance of kingdoms and communities, as they can to objects and beings.
Collectively, these contributions show how the objects and beings that composed the Classic Maya
world were both literal and sacred substances that mediated relations not only among living people
but with gods and ancestors. A final chapter by Stephen Houston reflects on unfinished projects of
the ancient Maya as a metaphor for all of the work yet to be done to move forward in our studies of
the past.
  words in mayan language: The Indigenous Languages of the Americas Lyle Campbell, 2024
The Indigenous Languages of the Americas: History and Classification is about the American Indian
languages, all the Indigenous languages of the Americas. It takes stock of what is known about the
history and classification of these languages and language families. It identifies the gaps in
knowledge and puts them into perspective, and it assesses differences of opinion. It also resolves
some issues and make new contributions of its own. The book deals incisively with the major themes
involving these languages, with the classification and history of the Indigenous languages of North
American, Middle American (Mexico and Central America), and South American; with difficulties
involving names of the languages; origins of the languages of the New World; unclassified, phantom,
fake, and spurious languages in the Americas; recent hypotheses of remote linguistic relationships;
the linguistic areas of the Americas; contact languages, including pidgins, lingua francas, and mixed
languages; and loanwords and other new words in the native languages of the Americas--
  words in mayan language: Social Experience and Anthropological Knowledge Kirsten Hastrup,
Peter Hervik, 2003-12-16 Anthropology poses an explicit challenge to standard notions of scientific
knowledge. It claims to produce genuine insights into the workings of culture in general on the basis
of individual social experience in the field. Social Experience and Anthropological Knowledge traces
the process from the ethnographic experience to the analytical results, showing how fieldwork
enables the ethnographer to arrive at an understanding, not only of `culture' and `society', but also
of the processes by which cultures and societies are transformed. The contributors challenge the
distinction between subjectivity and objectivity, redefine what we should mean by `empirical' and



demonstrate the complexity of present-day epistemological problems through concrete examples. By
demystifying subjectivity in the ethnographic process and re-emphasizing the vital position of
fieldwork, they do much to renew confidence in the anthropological project of comprehending the
world.
  words in mayan language: Facs - Florida Atlantic Comparative Studies Jill Kriegel,
Emmanuel Alvarado, 2009-03 IN THIS ISSUE: Foreword EMMANUEL ALVARADO Artist's
Commentary CYNTHIA ZAITZ Indelible Ink of the Palimpsest: Language, Myth and Narrative in
H.D.'s Trilogy MICHELE BRAUN Mary-ing Isis and Mary Magdalene in The Flowering of the Rod:
Revisioning and Healing Through Female-Centered Spirituality in H.D.'s Trilogy JULIE
GOODSPEED-CHADWICK Rethinking the Maya: Understanding an Ancient Language in Modern
Linguistic Terms RHIANNA C. ROGERS Monarch of All I Can Sway: Crusoeing Alongside Oscar
Wilde's The Decay of Lying VAL CZERNY Mina Loy's Design Flaws COLBEY EMMERSON REID
Form and Function in the Social Perception and Appreciation of Web Sites EMMANUEL ALVARADO
  words in mayan language: The Origin and Diversification of Language Morris Swadesh,
2017-09-04 Morris Swadesh, one of this century's foremost scientific investigators of language,
dedicated much of his life to the study of the origin and evolution of language. This volume, left
nearly completed at his death and edited posthumously by Joel F. Sherzer, is his last major study of
this difficult subject.Swadesh discusses the simple qualities of human speech also present in animal
language, and establishes distinctively human techniques of expression by comparing the common
features that are found in modern and ancient languages. He treats the diversification of language
not only by isolating root words in different languages, but also by dealing with sound systems, with
forms of composition, and with sentence structure. In so doing, he demonstrates the evidence for the
expansion of all language from a single central area. Swadesh supports his hypothesis by exhibits
that conveniently present the evidence in tabular form. Further clarity is provided by the use of a
suggestive practical phonetic system, intelligible to the student as well as to the professional.The
book also contains an Appendix, in which the distinguished ethnographer of language, Dell Hymes,
gives a valuable account of the prewar linguistic tradition within which Swadesh did some of his
most important work.
  words in mayan language: Mayan Literacy Reinvention in Guatemala Mary J. Holbrock,
2016-11-01 At the turn of the millennium, Guatemala experienced a Mayan cultural renaissance
often referred to as the Maya Movement. One aspect of this movement was the revitalization of
indigenous Mayan languages for written purposes. The Mayan writing system is one of the oldest in
the world; thus its reinvention includes a new standardized alphabetic system for each of the
twenty-two Mayan languages spoken in Guatemala as well as the incorporation and continuation of
some of its ancient elements. This book represents a case study conducted in two Mayan villages in
the Guatemalan highlands, and it investigates three main aspects of Mayan literacy: its availability in
publications and media, its practice in the school system, and its use among Maya people. Through
this investigation, the promises and pitfalls of a literacy-revitalization endeavor are detailed and our
understanding of the concept of literacy is reexamined.
  words in mayan language: Secrets of Mayan Science/Religion Hunbatz Men, 1990 An
engaging study that reveals sacred teachings that the Mayan priesthood hid from Spanish
conquistadores in Mexico in 1519. The author explores the scientific and spiritual principles
underlying the ancient glyphs, numbers, and language of the Maya.
  words in mayan language: The Oxford Handbook of the Word John R. Taylor, 2015 This
handbook addresses words in all their multifarious aspects and brings together scholars from every
relevant discipline to do so. The many subjects covered include word frequencies; sounds and sound
symbolism; the structure of words; taboo words; lexical borrowing; words in dictionaries and
thesauri; word origins and change; place and personal names; nicknames; taxonomies; word
acquisition and bilingualism; words in the mind; word disorders; and word games, puns, and puzzles.
Words are the most basic of all linguistic units, the aspect of language of which everyone is likely to
be most conscious. A 'new' word that makes it into the OED is prime news; when baby says its first



word its parents reckon it has started to speak; knowing a language is often taken to mean knowing
its words; and languages are seen to be related by the similarities between their words. Up to the
twentieth century linguistic description was mainly an account of words and all the current
subdivisions of linguistics have something to say about them. A notable feature of human languages
is the sheer vastness of their word inventories, and scholars and writers have sometimes deliberately
increased the richness of their languages by coining or importing new items into their word-hoards.
The book presents scholarship and research in a manner that meets the interests of students and
professionals and satisfies the curiosity of the educated reader.
  words in mayan language: The Word Tree Adela Pineda-Franco, Socorro Venegas,
2025-10-21 A collaborative effort to address some of the chronic issues affecting the preservation
and revitalization of indigenous languages. What does it mean to revitalize an indigenous language
when approximately 6,700 of the nearly 7,000 left in the world need protection? Where to begin?
Each language offers a sense of history, identity, and belonging within society to the people actively
using it. The Word Tree begins by hearing directly from those still communicating in some of these
less dominant languages, from Achi'es to Zapotec, and offers the metaphor of a tree whose political
roots sustain the trunk of education that will bear the fruit of learning languages anew. Whether
describing the tension between indigenous and state-recognized languages; the process of
linguistics displacement resulting from migration; or the value of locally focused efforts in a cultural
cooperative, these nine essays offer fresh and useful perspectives. The Word Tree is the result of a
collaboration between the National Autonomous University of Mexico and the University of Texas at
Austin. Gathering diverse concerns, experiences, explorations, proposals, and perspectives on the
revitalization of some of the continent's most imperiled indigenous languages, the contributors aim
to introduce their struggle for existence to a modern world. From south to north, the Quecha or
Runasimi, Maya, Zapotec or Diidxazá, Chatino, Mè'pháá or Tlapaneco, Mixteco, Mixe or Auukj, and
Nahuatl languages exist in all their vast complexities and contexts. At its most fundamental level,
this book is a call to develop alternative paths for human existence in which caring for one another is
the consensus.
  words in mayan language: Loanwords in the World's Languages Martin Haspelmath, Uri
Tadmor, 2009 This landmark publication in comparative linguistics is the first comprehensive work
to address the general issue of what kinds of words tend to be borrowed from other languages. The
authors have assembled a unique database of over 70,000 words from 40 languages from around the
world, 18,000 of which are loanwords. This database allows the authors to make empirically founded
generalizations about general tendencies of word exchange among languages. --Book Jacket.
  words in mayan language: Historical Linguistics Lyle Campbell, 2004 This accessible,
hands-on text not only introduces students to the important topicsin historical linguistics but also
shows them how to apply the methods described and how to thinkabout the issues; abundant
examples and exercises allow students to focus on how to do historicallinguistics. Distinctive to this
text is its integration of the standard topics with others nowconsidered important to the field,
including syntactic change, grammaticalization, sociolinguisticcontributions to linguistic change,
distant genetic relationships, areal linguistics, and linguisticprehistory. Examples are taken from a
broad range of languages; those from the more familiarEnglish, French, German, and Spanish make
the topics more accessible, while those fromnon-Indo-European languages show the depth and range
of the concepts they illustrate.This secondedition features expanded explanations and examples as
well as updates in light of recent work inlinguistics, including a defense of the family tree model, a
response to recent claims on lexicaldiffusion/frequency, and a section on why languages diversify
and spread.
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