
minnesota twins triple plays history
Minnesota Twins Triple Plays History: A Look Back at Baseball’s Rare Defensive Gem

minnesota twins triple plays history is a fascinating journey into one of baseball’s most thrilling
and uncommon defensive feats. Triple plays, those electrifying moments when a team records three
outs in a single continuous play, captivate fans and players alike. For the Minnesota Twins, a franchise
with a rich and storied past, triple plays have punctuated their history with bursts of excitement and
strategic brilliance. Let’s dive into the Twins’ triple plays, explore their significance, and uncover
some memorable moments that have left an indelible mark on this franchise.

Understanding Triple Plays in Baseball

Before delving into the specific triple plays involving the Minnesota Twins, it’s helpful to understand
what constitutes a triple play. In baseball, a triple play occurs when the defense records three outs in
one continuous play without any errors or interruptions. This rare defensive accomplishment requires
quick reflexes, sharp decision-making, and perfect coordination among fielders.

Triple plays are incredibly uncommon, partly because they require a very specific game
situation—usually runners on base with less than two outs—and a perfect combination of hits and
defensive responses. This rarity makes every triple play a highlight and often a game-changing
moment.

The Minnesota Twins Triple Plays History: Highlights
and Notable Moments

The Twins have been part of Major League Baseball since their establishment as the Washington
Senators in 1901, before relocating to Minnesota in 1961. Over the decades, their triple play moments
have been few but memorable, showcasing the team’s defensive prowess and situational awareness.

Early Triple Plays: Setting the Stage

The franchise’s history of triple plays began even before the move to Minnesota. As the Washington
Senators, the team recorded several triple plays, but the transition to Minnesota added new chapters
to this story. Early Twins teams in the 1960s and 70s were known more for their offensive talents, but
they also had moments where the infielders showcased their defensive skills.

One early highlight came in the 1965 season when the Twins executed a stunning 5-4-3 triple play —
a classic sequence involving the third baseman, second baseman, and first baseman. This play is one
of the most common triple play types in baseball and requires precise throws and quick reactions.



Iconic Triple Plays in Minnesota Twins History

Over the years, the Twins have had several triple plays that stand out not only for their rarity but also
for the skill involved. One of the most talked-about triple plays in Minnesota Twins history occurred in
the late 1990s, a period when the team combined solid defense with explosive offense.

For example, during the 1998 season, the Twins pulled off a remarkable triple play against a division
rival. This play began with a sharp grounder to the shortstop, who initiated a quick double play but
then noticed a runner caught off base. The quick thinking and flawless execution turned the double
play into a triple play, energizing the crowd and shifting the momentum of the game.

Players Behind the Magic: Twins’ Defensive Stars

Triple plays are not just about luck; they involve players with exceptional defensive instincts and
skills. Over the years, several Minnesota Twins players have become known for their ability to make
spectacular defensive plays, including triple plays.

One notable name is Chuck Knoblauch, a standout second baseman in the 1990s known for his quick
hands and baseball IQ. Knoblauch was involved in multiple double plays and was a key figure in some
of the Twins’ triple plays during his tenure. Similarly, shortstops like Roy Smalley and more recently
Jorge Polanco have contributed to these rare moments with their quick reactions and strong arms.

Why Triple Plays Matter in Baseball and for the Twins

Triple plays significantly impact the flow of a baseball game. They can instantly erase a scoring
threat, shift momentum, and energize the defensive team and fans. For the Minnesota Twins, triple
plays have often come at crucial times, demonstrating the team’s defensive strength and ability to
perform under pressure.

Strategic Importance of Triple Plays

Executing a triple play requires not only athleticism but also strategic awareness. Coaches and
players must recognize the game situation, anticipate the opponent’s moves, and be ready to seize
the opportunity. For the Twins, this often means training in situational defense and encouraging
communication between infielders.

A well-executed triple play can demoralize opposing hitters and pitchers alike. It stops rallies dead in
their tracks and can be a catalyst for momentum swings. Twins managers have sometimes used
these plays to rally their teams during tight contests, turning defense into offense.

Training and Preparation for Defensive Excellence



While triple plays can sometimes be a product of perfect timing and circumstance, they also reflect a
team’s commitment to defensive fundamentals. The Minnesota Twins have historically emphasized
strong infield defense, which naturally creates opportunities for double and triple plays.

Teams train for quick tags, rapid throws, and situational awareness during practice sessions. This
preparation is crucial because every fraction of a second counts when attempting to convert a triple
play. Players also study hitters’ tendencies to anticipate ground balls or line drives that could lead to
multi-out plays.

Memorable Minnesota Twins Triple Plays in Recent
Years

In the era of advanced analytics and fast-paced baseball, the Twins have continued to showcase their
defensive capabilities. Recent seasons have seen exciting triple plays that highlight the team’s
evolving skill set and coordination.

One standout triple play occurred in the 2021 season, where the Twins’ infielders executed a textbook
6-4-3 triple play—shortstop to second baseman to first baseman—in a critical moment against a tough
opponent. This play not only wowed fans but also underscored the franchise’s ongoing dedication to
defensive excellence.

Fan Reactions and the Excitement of Triple Plays

Triple plays are among the most thrilling moments for baseball fans, and Minnesota Twins supporters
are no exception. These plays often spark loud cheers and become instant highlights in broadcasts
and social media. For fans attending games at Target Field, witnessing a triple play live is a special
experience that adds to the rich tapestry of Twins baseball memories.

Connecting Minnesota Twins Triple Plays History to
Baseball’s Broader Legacy

The Twins’ triple plays are part of a broader baseball tradition that celebrates defense as much as
offense. While home runs and pitching duels often headline the sport, plays like triple plays remind us
of the game’s complexity and the value of teamwork.

For baseball historians and enthusiasts, the Minnesota Twins’ triple plays offer a glimpse into the
franchise’s character—resilient, smart, and capable of seizing moments when they count. These
defensive gems contribute to the narrative of the Twins as a team that balances power hitting with
tactical, airtight defense.

Reflecting on the Minnesota Twins triple plays history encourages fans to appreciate the nuances of
baseball, where every pitch and every play can turn the tide of a game. Whether it’s a perfectly timed
ground ball, a lightning-quick tag, or a pinpoint throw, triple plays embody the spirit of baseball’s



unpredictability and excitement.

In the end, the legacy of triple plays in Minnesota Twins history is a testament to the players’ skills,
the coaches’ strategies, and the enduring passion of the fans who cherish those unforgettable
moments on the diamond.

Frequently Asked Questions

When did the Minnesota Twins execute their first triple play in
franchise history?
The Minnesota Twins executed their first triple play on August 22, 1970, against the Chicago White
Sox.

How many triple plays have the Minnesota Twins completed in
their history?
As of 2024, the Minnesota Twins have completed 17 triple plays in their franchise history.

Who was involved in the most famous Minnesota Twins triple
play?
One of the most famous Minnesota Twins triple plays involved Kirby Puckett, Kent Hrbek, and Greg
Gagne on August 26, 1988.

What type of triple play is most common in Minnesota Twins
history?
The most common type of triple play in Minnesota Twins history is the 5-4-3 (third baseman to second
baseman to first baseman) ground ball triple play.

Have the Minnesota Twins ever turned an unassisted triple
play?
No, the Minnesota Twins have never turned an unassisted triple play in their franchise history.

Which Minnesota Twins pitcher was on the mound during a
notable triple play?
Frank Viola was the pitcher during a notable triple play turned by the Twins on July 28, 1988.

Did any Minnesota Twins triple play happen during a



postseason game?
No, the Minnesota Twins have not recorded a triple play during any postseason games to date.

How rare are triple plays for the Minnesota Twins compared
to other MLB teams?
Triple plays are generally rare in MLB, and the Minnesota Twins' 17 triple plays place them near the
league average compared to other teams with similar franchise lengths.

Additional Resources
Minnesota Twins Triple Plays History: A Deep Dive into an Elusive Baseball Feat

minnesota twins triple plays history stands as a fascinating chapter in the annals of Major League
Baseball, reflecting moments of exceptional defensive skill and split-second decision-making. Over
the decades, the Twins, known for their competitive spirit and strategic gameplay, have etched
memorable triple plays into their franchise narrative, albeit these plays remain rare and highly
celebrated events. This article explores the history, significance, and context of triple plays within the
Minnesota Twins organization, highlighting key instances and analyzing their impact on the team's
defensive legacy.

Understanding the Triple Play in Baseball

Before delving into the specifics of the Minnesota Twins triple plays history, it is essential to
understand the nature of a triple play itself. In baseball, a triple play occurs when the defensive team
records three outs in one continuous play, an occurrence that demands flawless coordination, quick
reflexes, and often a bit of luck. Triple plays are among the rarest defensive plays in baseball, often
turning the momentum of a game and energizing the defensive squad.

The rarity of triple plays is underscored by the fact that, in over a century of Major League Baseball,
only a few hundred have been recorded. For the Minnesota Twins, who have been a franchise since
1961 (after relocating from Washington, D.C., where they were known as the Senators), every triple
play is a noteworthy event that adds a layer of intrigue to their defensive capabilities.

A Historical Overview of Minnesota Twins Triple Plays

Throughout their history, the Minnesota Twins have executed a handful of triple plays, each
showcasing different defensive alignments and strategies. These plays are often well-documented in
game recaps and have become part of the team's rich defensive folklore.

One of the earliest recorded triple plays in the Twins’ history occurred in the 1960s, a decade that set
the tone for aggressive defense in the franchise. The execution often involved classic ground ball
sequences, with infielders and the catcher working in tandem to manipulate baserunners into outs.



In more recent years, the Twins have continued to demonstrate sharp defensive acumen, with triple
plays emerging during pivotal games. These triple plays not only serve as momentum shifters but
also highlight the athleticism and awareness of the Twins’ infielders and pitchers.

Memorable Triple Plays in Minnesota Twins History

Several triple plays stand out in the Minnesota Twins’ timeline for their dramatic impact or unusual
execution:

1987 Triple Play Against the Detroit Tigers: This play is remembered for its textbook
execution, beginning with a sharp grounder to third base, followed by a quick relay to second
and a throw to first, catching all runners off base and ending the inning swiftly.

1991 Highlight in the World Series Era: During a regular-season game leading up to their
World Series win, the Twins pulled off a rare 5-4-3 triple play, showcasing their infield chemistry
and alertness under pressure.

2004 Triple Play with a Pitcher’s Involvement: A rare triple play initiated by a line drive
caught by the pitcher, who then immediately tagged a runner off base and threw to first to
complete the trio of outs.

Each of these plays demonstrates different facets of defensive baseball and contributes to the layered
history of the Twins’ triple plays.

The Significance of Triple Plays for the Minnesota
Twins

Triple plays carry more than just statistical weight; they symbolize defensive excellence and team
synergy. For the Minnesota Twins, these plays often represent turning points within games, halting
opposing rallies and invigorating the team’s momentum.

Analyzing the Twins’ triple plays reveals several recurring features:

Infield Coordination: Most triple plays involve seamless cooperation among infielders,
emphasizing the importance of communication and practiced teamwork.

Pitcher’s Role: While primarily the domain of infielders, pitchers have occasionally been
pivotal in initiating or completing triple plays, highlighting the multifaceted nature of defense.

Game Context: Triple plays often occur during high-pressure situations, underscoring the
mental toughness and alertness of the Twins’ defense.



In comparison to other MLB teams, the Twins’ triple plays reflect a balance between opportunistic
defense and disciplined positioning, a hallmark of their playing style over the decades.

Statistical Context and Comparison

When comparing the Minnesota Twins triple plays history to other franchises, it’s clear that while the
Twins may not lead the league in triple plays, their execution rate remains respectable given the
rarity of the play overall. Teams like the Chicago Cubs and New York Yankees have slightly higher
triple play counts, but the Twins’ instances are notably impactful within the flow of their games.

Moreover, the Twins’ triple plays have often been accompanied by highlight-reel defensive plays,
indicating an overall strong defensive philosophy. The frequency of triple plays per season for the
Twins fluctuates, mirroring league-wide patterns influenced by changes in offensive strategies and
player athleticism.

Evolution of Defensive Strategy and Its Impact on
Triple Plays

The Minnesota Twins triple plays history cannot be fully appreciated without acknowledging the
evolution of baseball defensive strategies over time. As offenses have shifted towards power hitting
and speed on the bases, defensive alignments have adapted accordingly.

In earlier decades, traditional infield positioning allowed for more straightforward triple play
opportunities on ground balls. However, with the advent of shifts and advanced analytics, the Twins
have integrated modern defensive tactics, altering the scenarios in which triple plays can occur.

Despite these changes, the essence of the triple play—quick decision-making and flawless
execution—remains constant. The Twins’ coaching staff has emphasized situational awareness and
practiced drills, ensuring players remain prepared to capitalize on rare triple play chances.

Challenges and Rarity of Triple Plays

Triple plays are inherently challenging due to several factors:

They require at least two baserunners to be on base with no outs, a less frequent game1.
situation.

They depend on a well-hit ball that allows for multiple outs to be made in quick succession.2.

Defensive players must maintain composure and precision under pressure.3.

For the Minnesota Twins, these challenges underscore why triple plays are celebrated highlights



rather than commonplace events. The rarity adds to their mystique and value in the team’s defensive
toolkit.

Noteworthy Players in Minnesota Twins Triple Plays

Certain players within the Twins organization have been instrumental in executing triple plays, their
names etched into the team's defensive lore.

Rod Carew: Although primarily known for his batting prowess, Carew’s defensive skills
contributed to quick fielding plays that set up triple play scenarios.

Chuck Knoblauch: A key infielder during the early 1990s, Knoblauch’s quick hands and
fielding instincts were crucial in some of the franchise’s memorable triple plays.

Johan Santana: As a pitcher known for his control and fielding ability, Santana occasionally
played a pivotal role in initiating or completing triple plays.

These players exemplify the blend of individual skill and teamwork necessary to pull off such complex
defensive feats.

---

The Minnesota Twins triple plays history is a testament to the team’s enduring commitment to
defensive excellence and situational awareness. Each triple play recorded by the franchise adds a
unique chapter to their legacy, reflecting moments where skill, timing, and teamwork converged to
achieve one of baseball’s most thrilling defensive accomplishments. As the Twins continue to evolve,
triple plays will remain a rare but celebrated aspect of their on-field identity.

Minnesota Twins Triple Plays History
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  minnesota twins triple plays history: The Good, the Bad, & the Ugly: Minnesota Twins Steve
Aschburner, 2008-05-01 Genuine fans take the best team moments with the less than great, and
know that the games that are best forgotten make the good moments truly shine. This monumental
book of the Minnesota Twins documents all the best moments and personalities in the history of the
team, but also unmasks the regrettably awful and the unflinchingly ugly. In entertaining—and
unsparing—fashion, this book sparkles with Twins highlights and lowlights, from wonderful and
wacky memories to the famous and infamous. Such moments include the World Championships of
1987 and 1991 and the miraculous years when Bud Selig almost contracted the franchise, as well as
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the outrageous number of losses by Terry Felton and when manager Billy Martin punched out his
starting pitcher in 1969. Whether providing fond memories, goose bumps, or laughs, this portrait of
the team is sure to appeal to the fan who has been through it all.
  minnesota twins triple plays history: A Brief History of the Boston Red Sox Richard M.
Russell, 2014-01-26 A chronological account of the events and players who have shaped the history
of the Boston Red Sox. A Brief History of the Boston Red Sox also serves as a quick reference to
individual-season highlights, player summaries, and commonly consulted statistics. A great gift for
any Red Sox fan. Current through the 2013 season.
  minnesota twins triple plays history: Minnesota Sports Almanac Joel A. Rippel, 2006 For
athletes, fanatics, and trivia buffs alike, Minnesota's first and only comprehensive sports almanac
features 125 glorious years of winning, losing, and playing the game.
  minnesota twins triple plays history: A History of Cuban Baseball, 1864–2006 Peter C.
Bjarkman, 2014-06-17 When Cuba met Japan in the finals of Major League Baseball’s 2006 World
Baseball Classic (WBC), many among the international audience were shocked that a purported
“amateur” team could challenge for the sport’s first true world championship. But those who had
paid attention to international tournaments were hardly surprised by Cuba’s strong showing against
all-star teams of Puerto Rican, Dominican, Venezuelan, and U.S. major leaguers. The undisputed
champions of global baseball, Cuba had reigned supreme for better than a half-century at the
avowed American national game. In this groundbreaking volume, Peter Bjarkman traces the full arc
of island baseball history, from the pioneering era of integrated play in the winter leagues, across
the many triumphs of the post-revolution decades, and up through Cuba’s initial WBC triumphs.
  minnesota twins triple plays history: 100 Things Twins Fans Should Know & Do Before They
Die Alex Halsted, 2016-05-01 With more than a half century of Twins history, this lively, detailed
book explores the personalities, events, and facts every Minnesota fan should know. It contains
crucial information such as important dates, player nicknames, memorable moments, singular
achievements, and signature calls. This guide to all things Twins covers Cretin-Derham Hall, the
origin of Homer Hanky, and memorabilia collecting tips from Clyde the Collector Doepner. Updated
for 2015, author Alex Halsted includes new chapters on manager Paul Molitor, star pitcher Kyle
Gibson, All-Star Brian Dozier, and more!
  minnesota twins triple plays history: Diddlysquat Wilkie Lee Jernigan, 2012-09 Diddlysquat is
something you may have never heard about. It is something you do not know, something others do
not know, and something only God knows. In this book, you will discover many things that will
amuse, befuddle, irritate, tickle, and astonish you. It is a book for trivia lovers, sports lovers
(especially football), life lovers, love lovers, and church lovers--although that last one may not be on
the positive side. There are many discoveries presented here that will simplify your understanding of
many things unknown to you. Most of all, there are literary snippets that relate to life and what you
believe in. Prepare to learn more about religion, life, and history--and sometimes laugh at the truths
that are worded so well they can hurt you. Diddlysquat, by Wilkie Lee Jernigan, is work that is both
entertaining and candid--painfully--in its every leaf. About the Author Wilkie Lee Jernigan was born
in North Carolina but now lives in Virginia. He and his wife, Marie, have been in Chesapeake for the
past eighteen years. Aside from his career in the Navy, he also worked for the postal service. Writing
is something he does to occupy his time and this book is his first published work.
  minnesota twins triple plays history: Major League Baseball IQ Tucker Elliot, 2010-08-16
Think you know everything about our National Pastime? Think again! It's time to find out how much
trivia you really know about Major League Baseball. Are you a rookie? Are you a tested, hardcore
veteran? Or will you be clearing waivers for your pending release halfway through the book? We'll
let you know. Ten chapters, 200 brand new questions, fascinating history, the best trivia from every
era of the game, and all the big name players you'd expect to find, MLB IQ is the most
comprehensive and challenging book of baseball trivia available today. Test your skills. Wrack your
brain. It's your MLB IQ, the ultimate test of true fandom!
  minnesota twins triple plays history: Big League Trivia Madison McEntire, 2006-02-23 Big



League Trivia - Facts, Figures, Oddities, and Coincidences from our National Pastime is a unique
trivia book divided into twenty-four chapters dealing with various areas of the great game of major
league baseball. Chapters include: All-Star Game, Award Winners, Ballparks, Coincidences, Debuts,
Family, Golden Oldies, Home Run Feats, League Leaders, Managers, Milestones, Moment of Glory,
No-Hitters, Oddities, One and Only, Opening Day, Pitching Feats, Runs Batted In, So Close, Teams,
Triples, Two of a Kind and World Series and Playoffs. Rather than using a simple
question-and-answer format, the material in Big League Trivia is presented in sentence form varying
in length from a single line to an entire paragraph to give more detailed information on various
items from major league baseball. The items covered in Big League Trivia span from the beginning
of the modern baseball era in 1900 through the 2005 season and include everything from the most
famous moments in baseball history to unusual coincidences and quirky statistical oddities that only
baseball can produce.
  minnesota twins triple plays history: Tucker Elliot Bundle #2 - Cincinnati Reds and
Cleveland Indians Baseball Tucker Elliot, 2014-04-22 Three full-length sports history and trivia
books from Black Mesa Publishing and author Tucker Elliot. Cincinnati Reds IQ: The Ultimate Test
of True Fandom In 1968, Johnny Bench was a 20-year-old rookie embarking on his first full Major
League season with the Cincinnati Reds. He was also the Reds starting catcher, an All-Star, and the
National League Rookie of the Year. And he was one other thing as well: the foundation for one of
the greatest teams ever assembled in Major League history—the Big Red Machine. Bench’s Major
League journey lasted 17 seasons—all in Cincinnati—and earned him a place in the Baseball Hall of
Fame as one of the game’s greatest legends. But when talking about the legendary Reds teams of
the 1970s, it was Bench who said, The Big Red Machine teams will never be forgotten ... They'll be
remembered because of the professionals they had, the character they had, the skill they had. Those
teams were a symbol of what baseball really should be. The professionals included Tony Perez and
Pete Rose, who were already on the club when Bench burst on the scene in 1968, and then one by
one the rest of the pieces fell into place: manager Sparky Anderson (1970), followed by Dave
Concepcion and George Foster (1971), Joe Morgan and Cesar Geronimo (1972), and Ken Griffey
(1973). In 1975, with all the pieces firmly in place, the Reds were World Champions. In 1976, the
Reds defended their title and became a dynasty. This is a book of history and trivia that covers all
eras of Reds baseball but it is also a tribute to the legacy of Sparky Anderson and the professionals
who made up the Big Red Machine. Think you know everything about Reds baseball? Think again.
With ten chapters and 200 brand new trivia questions to challenge fans of all ages and skill levels,
it’s time to find out how smart you really are about the Cincinnati Reds. Each chapter profiles a
member of the Big Red Machine and then offers 20 brand new exciting and challenging trivia
questions. And we’re keeping score … so test your skills, wrack your brain, and get ready for the
ultimate Cincinnati Reds IQ test! Cleveland Indians IQ: The Ultimate Test of True Fandom Cleveland
ranks right up there with the Chicago Cubs and the pre-2004 Boston Red Sox when it comes to
breaking hearts—its fans have suffered much, wandering in the proverbial desert since tasting
postseason success for the second time in team history in 1948—but the Indians have never
disappointed when it comes to producing great players and unforgettable moments … and they’re all
in this book. Are you an expert on Cleveland Indians history and trivia? Think you know it all? It’s
time to find out. Test your skills. Wrack your brain. It’s your Cleveland Indians IQ, the Ultimate Test
of True Fandom. Major League Baseball IQ: The Ultimate Test of True Fandom Think you know
everything about our National Pastime? Think again! It's time to find out how much trivia you really
know about Major League Baseball. Are you a rookie? Are you a tested, hardcore veteran? Or will
you be clearing waivers for your pending release halfway through the book? We'll let you know. Ten
chapters, 200 brand new questions, fascinating history, the best trivia from every era of the game,
and all the big name players you'd expect to find, Major League Baseball IQ is the most
comprehensive and challenging book of baseball trivia available today. Test your skills. Wrack your
brain. It's your MLB IQ, the ultimate test of true fandom!
  minnesota twins triple plays history: Obsessed With...Baseball The Baseball Guys,



2007-10-04 Includes multiple choice questions about baseball. Embedded in the book is a special
computerized quiz module that lets you compete against yourself or a friend.
  minnesota twins triple plays history: Joel Katte Bundle #1 - Green Bay Packers and
Milwaukee Brewers Joel Katte, Tucker Elliot, 2014-04-30 Three full-length sports history and trivia
books from Black Mesa Publishing and authors Joel Katte and Tucker Elliot: Green Bay Packers IQ,
Milwaukee Brewers IQ and Major League Baseball IQ. More than 750 challenging questions, the
most up-to-date trivia and the greatest stories in franchise history … Black Mesa’s IQ series will
elicit a cheer from sports fans everywhere who claim allegiance to Cheesehead or Brew Crew
fandom.
  minnesota twins triple plays history: Chase's 1997 Sports Calendar of Events Contemporary
Books, McGraw-Hill Trade, 1996 In the tradition of Chase's Calendar of Events comes a
comprehensive guide to sporting and recreational events across the country. This book lists more
than 6,000 sporting events, sports figures, and anniversaries of events in the history of sports.
Extensively indexed by state and category, entries include award lists, direct-access phone numbers,
addresses for teams, stadiums, associations, and halls of fame, and more. Line art & photos.
  minnesota twins triple plays history: The Ultimate Sports Challenge John A. White,
2010-01-15 With questions on everything the dedicated sports fan could possibly want to know,
ranging in difficulty from the challenging to the fiendishly impossible, this book covers the whole
field of sport and is perfect for all the family. The Ultimate Sports Challenge comes in
multiple-choice format and whether you want to find out who recorded the fastest serve ever in
men’s professional tennis, the last NHL team to win the Stanley Cup with a team comprised entirely
of Canada-born players or how many fillies have won the Kentucky Derby, this book is for you. It’s
the perfect companion for every sports fan with a thirst for sporting trivia. If you’re not a
sports-know-it-all when you start these questions, you will be by the time you finish.
  minnesota twins triple plays history: Infield Fly Rule Is in Effect Howard M. Wasserman,
2018-11-30 The Infield Fly Rule is the most misunderstood rule in baseball and perhaps in all of
sports. That also makes it the most infamous. Drawing on interviews with experts, legal arguments
and a study of every infield fly play in eight Major League seasons, this book tells the complete story
of the rule. The author covers the rule's history from the 19th century to the modern game, its
underlying logic and supporting arguments, recent criticisms and calls for repeal, the controversies
and confusion it creates, and its effect on how the game is played.
  minnesota twins triple plays history: The Pride of Minnesota Thom Henninger, 2021-05
The 1960s were a heady time to come of age. The British Invasion transformed pop music and
culture. The fledgling space program offered a thrilling display of modern technology. The civil
rights movement and Vietnam War drew young people to American politics, spurring them to think
more critically about the state of the nation. And the assassinations Martin Luther King Jr. and
Robert F. Kennedy in 1968 shook the United States to the core. During these turbulent times the
Minnesota Twins were the pride of the North Star State--an elite team that advanced to the World
Series in 1965 and played in dramatic pennant races in the years thereafter. After an uneven 1964
season the Twins set themselves up for a turnaround that would last the rest of the decade. At the
end of his playing career with the Twins, Billy Martin was hired as third base coach in 1965, giving
them a more aggressive base-running style. Mudcat Grant became the first African American pitcher
to win at least twenty games in the American League, and Tony Oliva won his second batting title to
help lead the Twins to the World Series, which they lost in seven games to the Dodgers. In 1967
rookie Rod Carew joined the Twins as they engaged in a historic pennant race but finished second to
the Red Sox during their Impossible Dream season. In 1969 Martin took over as manager, and both
Carew and Harmon Killebrew led the Twins to the American League Championship Series, only to
lose to the Orioles, after which Martin was fired in part for a now-legendary bar fight. Bill Rigney
took the helm in 1970 and steered the Twins to a second-straight division title and ALCS loss to the
Orioles. In The Pride of Minnesota Thom Henninger details these pennant races, from the key
moments and games to the personalities of the players involved, in the context of state and world



events. Although the Twins won only one AL pennant in this stretch and failed to win the World
Series, these memorable seasons, played in remarkable and compelling times, made for an
important first decade in the team's early history.
  minnesota twins triple plays history: Day by Day in Orioles History Ted Patterson, 1999 A
complete reference detailing the history of the Baltimore Orioles baseball franchise arranged in
chronological order, day by day. Five decades of baseball history, from Cal Abrams to Cal Ripken Jr.;
from Jim Palmer's first game to Brooks Robinson's last; from Frank Robinson's game-winning home
run in the final game of the 1966 World Series to Earl Weaver, Memorial Stadium, Camden Yards,
trades, and championships. A retrospective of the good and not-so-good days of the Baltimore
Orioles.
  minnesota twins triple plays history: Hidden History of Twin Cities Sports Joel Rippel,
2023-06-12 Twin Cities sports fans are well-versed in disappointment, but the last 120 years of
Minneapolis and St. Paul sports have also produced forgotten milestones. Most know of the Vikings'
Super Bowl woes and the Twins' record-setting postseason losing streak. Few know that the first
full-time college basketball coach originated here and that a Babe Ruth home run record supplanted
a local player's achievement. Fewer still know about near misses like John Wooden almost becoming
the University of Minnesota basketball coach in 1948 and Billie Jean King turning down an offer to
join the Twin Cities' World Team Tennis franchise. Longtime Twin Cities journalist Joel Rippel
documents these subjects and other forgotten or unheralded stories.
  minnesota twins triple plays history: Test Your Baseball Literacy R. Wayne Schmittberger,
1991-03-05 Test Your Baseball Literacy Entertaining quizzes on every facet of the Great American
Game--from Shoeless Joe to Sadaharu Oh The questions in Test Your Baseball Literacy really test
your knowledge, not just your memory. And Wayne Schmittberger's answers are even more fun than
the questions! --Mike Shatzkin Author, The Ballplayers Packed with quizzes on baseball's history,
colorful characters, statistics, legend, and lore, Test Your Baseball Literacy is a trivia treasury that
will challenge the devotee and enlighten the novice. It features 500 multiple-choice questions,
complete with answers that include detailed explanations and entertaining related facts. More than
just the mosts, firsts, bests, and worsts, each of the 20 quizzes focuses on a particular theme,
including: * Going to Extremes: streaks, both good and bad * You Be the Umpire: tricky rules
questions similar to those on an umpires' school exam * Baseball Fantasies: baseball characterized
in the movies and literature * Other Leagues: the minors, college, Japanese, little league, and
organized fantasy leagues
  minnesota twins triple plays history: Tigers and Their Den John McCollister, 1999-10-01
Share the fascinating stories about those who have brought to Detroit the unvarnished excitement
unique to Tiger baseball.
  minnesota twins triple plays history: The Psycho 100 Steve "Psycho" Lyons, Burton Rocks,
2012-10-01 Steve Psycho Lyons uses his patented Psycho-Meter to break down the 100 most famous
and infamous moments in baseball history. And who better to chronicle baseball's history of
outrageous personalities, plays, and pranks, than Lyons, the man who dropped his pants at first base
and created perhaps the most outrageous moment of all time? Digging in and dusting off the annals
of baseball history, he has researched the craziest moments in baseball ever, ranging from the
hilarious to the ridiculous, from the incredible to the heroic, including Randy Johnson's unexpected
and unbelieveable exploding bird, Clemens v. Piazza—rounds 1 and 2, the infamous Disco Demolition
Night in Chicago, and the George Brett pine tar incident. From Babe Ruth's called home-run shot to
the Steve Bartman fiasco, from Pete Rose bowling over Ray Fosse to Joba Chamberlain being
attacked by insects, and from Pedro Martinez body slamming Don Zimmer to a team turning a triple
play without ever touching the ball, The Psycho 100 has it all.
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