boardwalk empire season 5 episode guide

Boardwalk Empire Season 5 Episode Guide: A Deep Dive into the Final Chapter

boardwalk empire season 5 episode guide offers fans a detailed look at the concluding season of
one of HBO’s most acclaimed period dramas. Set against the backdrop of Prohibition-era Atlantic
City, this final season brings closure to long-standing storylines while introducing new tensions and
alliances. Whether you're a first-time viewer or revisiting the series, understanding the nuances of
each episode helps appreciate the character development, intricate plot twists, and historical
context that Boardwalk Empire is celebrated for.

Overview of Boardwalk Empire Season 5

Boardwalk Empire’s fifth season continues to explore the complex web of crime, politics, and
personal ambition in the late 1920s. The show’s creator, Terence Winter, who is also known for his
work on The Sopranos, wraps up the saga with a total of eight episodes. This season dives deeper
into Nucky Thompson’s attempts to maintain his empire amid rising threats, shifting loyalties, and
the inevitable consequences of his past actions.

By the time season 5 rolls around, viewers have witnessed the evolution of Atlantic City—from a
booming speakeasy hotspot to a city grappling with the impending end of Prohibition. The season’s
narrative also reflects real historical events, including the lead-up to the stock market crash of 1929,
adding a layer of authenticity to the fictional drama.

Key Themes in Season 5

Season 5 of Boardwalk Empire emphasizes themes such as power dynamics, redemption, betrayal,
and the cost of ambition. The season also focuses heavily on legacy—how the characters choose to
define themselves as the Roaring Twenties come to a close. These themes are woven skillfully
through the dialogue and cinematography, giving fans plenty to analyze beyond the surface-level
action.

Episode-by-Episode Breakdown

This boardwalk empire season 5 episode guide will walk you through each installment, highlighting
major story arcs, character developments, and noteworthy moments.

Episode 1: “Golden Days for Boys and Girls”

The season premiere sets the tone with Nucky’s return to Atlantic City after spending time in Cuba.
He is forced to confront the changing political landscape and the new players vying for control. This



episode reintroduces familiar faces and hints at the brewing conflicts. The title subtly references
nostalgia, a recurring motif that permeates the season.

Episode 2: “Whistling Past the Graveyard”

Tensions rise as Nucky attempts to consolidate power, but old enemies and new threats complicate
his plans. Meanwhile, secondary characters like Chalky White and Richard Harrow get significant
screen time, showing how the fallout from previous seasons continues to affect their lives. The
episode’s title suggests a sense of impending doom, which aligns with the increasing stakes.

Episode 3: “What Jesus Said”

This episode delves deeper into the personal struggles of the main characters. Nucky’s relationships
become more strained, and viewers witness the moral dilemmas that haunt him. The episode’s title,
referencing a biblical phrase, hints at themes of forgiveness and judgment, which are explored
through character interactions.

Episode 4: “Eldorado”

A pivotal episode where alliances shift dramatically. The quest for power and survival takes center
stage, with some characters making unexpected moves. The title “Eldorado” symbolizes the elusive
pursuit of wealth and happiness, a concept that resonates deeply with the show’s overarching
narrative.

Episode 5: “King of Norway”

Here, the series explores political machinations and the cost of ambition. Nucky’s grip on Atlantic
City seems tenuous as new rivals emerge. Subplots involving other characters add layers of
complexity to the story. This episode is notable for its intense dialogue and strategic plotting,
showcasing the show’s strength in character-driven storytelling.

Episode 6: “Blue Bell Boy”

Tensions reach a boiling point in this gripping episode. The title refers to a significant event that
reverberates throughout the season, affecting multiple characters’ trajectories. The episode
balances action and emotional depth, making it one of the season’s highlights.

Episode 7: “Victory or Death”

As the penultimate episode, “Victory or Death” ramps up the suspense and sets the stage for the



series finale. Major confrontations and plot twists keep viewers on edge. The stakes couldn’t be
higher as characters face the consequences of their choices, and the looming threat of the stock
market crash adds urgency.

Episode 8: “Eldorado” (Series Finale)

The finale brings closure to many storylines and offers a reflective look at Nucky Thompson'’s legacy.
The episode ties together historical events with character arcs, delivering a poignant end to the
series. Its bittersweet tone resonates with fans who have followed the journey from the beginning.

Why This Episode Guide Matters for Fans and New
Viewers

Navigating a complex show like Boardwalk Empire can be challenging, especially in its final season
where plotlines converge and histories collide. This boardwalk empire season 5 episode guide serves
as a helpful roadmap, ensuring viewers don’t miss subtle references or character motivations. For
those studying the show’s depiction of Prohibition-era America, understanding each episode’s
context enriches the viewing experience.

Moreover, the guide can enhance rewatch sessions. Season 5 is packed with layered storytelling, so

having a detailed overview helps viewers catch nuances they might have overlooked initially. It also
encourages discussions and analysis within fan communities, fostering deeper appreciation.

Additional Tips for Watching Boardwalk Empire Season
5

- **Pay Attention to Historical Context:** The series blends fact and fiction seamlessly. Knowing the
real events of the 1920s can provide insights into character decisions and plot developments.

- *Focus on Character Evolution:** Season 5 highlights how characters grow—or fail to grow—over
time. Notice subtle changes in behavior and dialogue.

- **Notice Visual and Audio Cues:** The show’s production design and soundtrack play significant
roles in setting the mood and tone. These elements often foreshadow events or symbolize themes.

- *Engage with Supplemental Material:** Interviews with creators, behind-the-scenes footage, and
critical essays can deepen your understanding of the season’s narrative choices.

Exploring the Legacy of Boardwalk Empire Season 5

Boardwalk Empire’s final season is often praised for its ability to wrap up complex stories without



sacrificing character depth. The season’s pacing may be slower compared to earlier ones, but it
provides a thoughtful meditation on power, mortality, and change. For fans of crime dramas and
historical fiction alike, this season stands as a testament to the show’s quality and ambition.

In the broader context of television history, Boardwalk Empire season 5 exemplifies how serialized
storytelling can evolve over time, balancing entertainment with meaningful commentary. Its careful
attention to period detail and rich character portrayals make it a valuable example for anyone
interested in narrative craftsmanship.

Whether you're tracking Nucky’s final moves or uncovering the fates of supporting characters, this
boardwalk empire season 5 episode guide lays the foundation for a rewarding viewing journey
through the twilight of the Jazz Age.

Frequently Asked Questions

How many episodes are in Boardwalk Empire Season 5?

Boardwalk Empire Season 5 consists of 8 episodes.

When did Boardwalk Empire Season 5 premiere?

Boardwalk Empire Season 5 premiered on September 7, 2014.

What is the main plot focus of Boardwalk Empire Season 5?

Season 5 focuses on the aftermath of the prior seasons, highlighting Nucky Thompson's attempts to
maintain power amidst new threats and changing alliances during the late 1920s.

Where can I find a detailed episode guide for Boardwalk
Empire Season 5?

Detailed episode guides for Boardwalk Empire Season 5 can be found on websites like IMDb, HBO's
official site, and TV fan sites such as TV.com and Rotten Tomatoes.

Who are the main cast members featured in Boardwalk
Empire Season 5?

The main cast includes Steve Buscemi as Nucky Thompson, Michael Shannon as Nelson Van Alden,
Kelly Macdonald as Margaret Thompson, and Shea Whigham as Eli Thompson, among others.

Does Boardwalk Empire Season 5 conclude the series?

Yes, Season 5 is the final season of Boardwalk Empire, wrapping up the storyline and character arcs.



Additional Resources
Boardwalk Empire Season 5 Episode Guide: An In-Depth Analysis of the Final Chapter

boardwalk empire season 5 episode guide offers an essential roadmap for fans and newcomers
alike seeking to navigate the intricate narrative web of HBO'’s critically acclaimed period drama. As
the final season of Boardwalk Empire, Season 5 wraps up the sprawling tale of political corruption,
organized crime, and personal ambition set against the backdrop of Atlantic City during the early
1930s. This detailed episode guide not only outlines the plot developments but also examines the
thematic evolution, character arcs, and stylistic choices that define the season.

Overview of Boardwalk Empire Season 5

The fifth season of Boardwalk Empire, consisting of eight episodes, originally aired in 2014 and
marks the conclusion of the series. Set in 1931, the storyline fast-forwards several years from
Season 4, exploring the aftermath of Prohibition and the evolving criminal landscape. This season
delves deeper into the power struggles and shifting alliances that define the end of an era,
highlighting the impact of historical events such as the Great Depression and the end of prohibition
on Atlantic City’s underworld.

Compared to previous seasons, Season 5 presents a more condensed narrative, focusing on the final
fates of key characters and the repercussions of their past decisions. The pacing is notably brisker,
reflecting the urgency of impending change and the dwindling influence of old-guard gangsters like
Nucky Thompson.

Boardwalk Empire Season 5 Episode Guide

Episode 1: "Eldorado"

The season premiere, "Eldorado," sets the tone with a time jump to 1931. Nucky Thompson is
rebuilding his empire after serving a prison sentence, but the political and criminal landscapes have
transformed drastically. This episode reintroduces the core players, including Chalky White and
Richard Harrow, while hinting at new conflicts. The narrative style balances exposition with
suspense, effectively re-engaging viewers.

Episode 2: "Golden Days for Boys and Girls"

This episode deepens character development, focusing on Nucky’s efforts to regain control and the
challenges he faces from emerging rivals. The title’s ironic tone reflects the fading innocence of the
era. Strong performances and sharp dialogue underscore the growing tension, particularly between
Nucky and the rising gangster Gyp Rosetti.



Episode 3: "What Jesus Said"

Episode three further explores the moral complexities of the characters. The title references a
biblical quote, which aligns with the episode’s themes of redemption and betrayal. The episode
intricately weaves subplots involving political maneuvering and personal vendettas, demonstrating
the show’s signature layered storytelling.

Episode 4: "Cuanto”

"Cuanto" increases the momentum with heightened conflict and unexpected alliances. The episode’s
title, meaning "how much" in Spanish, hints at the cost of ambition and loyalty. Notably, the
narrative shifts focus to Chalky White’s storyline, providing a nuanced exploration of race and power
in the 1930s.

Episode 5: "King of Norway"

In this episode, the stakes escalate as Nucky’s position becomes increasingly precarious. The title
references a character’s nickname, symbolizing the shifting dynamics within the criminal hierarchy.
The episode is marked by intense confrontations and strategic plotting, reflecting the high tension
characteristic of the final season.

Episode 6: "Eldorado (Part 2)"

Episode six, often considered the emotional core of the season, delves into the consequences of
earlier decisions. Themes of loyalty, loss, and identity are explored with a somber tone. The writing
and direction excel in balancing character introspection with narrative propulsion.

Episode 7: "Two Imposters"

This penultimate episode heightens suspense, with multiple storylines converging towards a climax.
The title suggests themes of deception and duplicity, which are central to the unfolding drama. The
episode skillfully builds tension through tight pacing and intricate character interactions.

Episode 8: "Eldorado (Finale)"

The series finale brings closure to long-standing arcs while maintaining the show’s trademark
ambiguity and complexity. The episode balances action with reflection, providing a fitting end to
Boardwalk Empire’s exploration of ambition, power, and corruption. Its narrative choices invite
viewers to consider the costs of the characters’ pursuits and the inevitable passage of time.



Key Themes and Character Developments in Season 5

Boardwalk Empire’s fifth season stands out for its commitment to thematic depth and character
resolution. Central themes include the decline of Prohibition-era power structures, the impact of
economic hardship, and the personal costs of a life steeped in crime and politics. The season’s focus
on Nucky Thompson'’s attempts at redemption and survival is particularly noteworthy, offering a
nuanced portrayal of a flawed yet compelling protagonist.

Character arcs, such as those of Chalky White and Richard Harrow, receive meaningful conclusions
that resonate with the series’ broader commentary on identity and morality. The writing and
performances emphasize the complexity of these figures, avoiding simplistic portrayals in favor of
multifaceted human stories.

Comparative Analysis: Season 5 Versus Previous
Seasons

When compared to earlier seasons, Boardwalk Empire Season 5 exhibits a more streamlined
narrative approach. Previous seasons often indulged in sprawling storylines and a large ensemble
cast, which sometimes diluted focus. Season 5, by contrast, concentrates on tying up key storylines
and delivering emotional payoffs.

Additionally, the production values remain high, with meticulous attention to period detail and
atmospheric cinematography. However, the season’s shorter episode count (eight episodes
compared to ten or twelve in prior seasons) necessitates more economical storytelling, which may
feel brisk to viewers accustomed to the show’s earlier pacing.

This final season also reflects a tonal shift, moving from the exuberance and ambition of earlier
episodes to a more somber, reflective mood. This change aligns with the historical context, as the
Roaring Twenties give way to the hardships of the 1930s.

Watchability and Accessibility: Where to Stream
Boardwalk Empire Season 5

For audiences interested in viewing Boardwalk Empire Season 5, the season is available on various
streaming platforms, including HBO Max, which holds the full series catalog. The availability on
these platforms ensures that new viewers can experience the series in its entirety, while long-time
fans can revisit the final season with ease.

The season’s compact length and focused storytelling make it accessible for binge-watching,
although the dense narrative and complex character relationships benefit from attentive viewing.
Subtitles and high-definition streaming options further enhance the viewing experience.



Final Thoughts on Boardwalk Empire Season 5 Episode
Guide

The boardwalk empire season 5 episode guide serves as an indispensable tool for understanding the
intricacies of the show’s concluding chapter. By analyzing each episode’s contribution to the
overarching narrative, this guide highlights the season’s strengths in storytelling, character
development, and thematic exploration.

Season 5 successfully balances the need for closure with the series’ trademark narrative complexity,
offering a rich viewing experience that honors the legacy of Boardwalk Empire. For enthusiasts of
historical dramas and crime sagas, this season represents a compelling finale, cementing the show’s
place in the pantheon of premium television dramas.
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boardwalk empire season 5 episode guide: Southern Ohio Legends & Lore James A.
Willis, 2022-08-15 Scary, mysterious & just plain weird stories from Southern Ohio The southern
portion of the Buckeye State has long attracted its fair share of colorful characters and odd
occurrences. Infamous bootlegger George Remus rose to power shortly after moving to Cincinnati.
Roy Rogers, King of the Cowboys, was born and raised in southern Ohio. Some even say creatures
not of this planet are drawn to the area, which has had numerous UFO sightings. In the same region,
an unassuming university professor got away with murder, an eccentric built his version of a
European castle using nearby river rocks, and a headless motorcycle ghost roams a rural roadway.
Ride along with author James A. Willis as he ventures into Southern Ohio in search of all things
strange and spooky.
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boardwalk empire season 5 episode guide: A Companion to Martin Scorsese Aaron Baker,
2021-05-04 A Companion to Martin Scorsese A Companion to Martin Scorsese “This valuable book
brings the exceptional scale of Martin Scorsese’s film work into clear view. His achievements are
monumental, and the essays collected in this work provide wonderfully detailed and vivid analyses of
his oeuvre. A comprehensive study of the most exciting filmmaker working today.” Robert Burgoyne,
University of St Andrews A Companion to Martin Scorsese, Revised Edition is a comprehensive
collection of original essays assessing the career of one of America’s most prominent contemporary
filmmakers. The first reference work of its kind, this book contains contributions from influential
scholars in North America and Europe. The essays use a variety of analytic approaches to study
numerous aspects of Scorsese’s work, from his earliest films to his place within the history of
American and world cinema. They consider his work in relation to auteur theory, the genres in which
he has worked, his use of popular music, and his recent involvement with film preservation. Several
of the essays offer fresh interpretations of some of Scorsese’s most influential films, including Mean
Streets, Taxi Driver, Raging Bull, GoodFellas, Gangs of New York, Hugo, and The Irishman. Others
take a broader approach and discuss the representation of violence, ethnicity, religion, sexuality,
gender, race, and other themes across his work. With insights that will interest film scholars as well
as movie enthusiasts, this is an important contribution to the scholarship of contemporary American
cinema.

boardwalk empire season 5 episode guide: Battleground New Jersey Nelson Johnson,
2014-12-05 New Jersey’s legal system was plagued with injustices from the time the system was
established through the mid-twentieth century. In Battleground New Jersey, historian and author of
Boardwalk Empire, Nelson Johnson chronicles reforms to the system through the dramatic stories of
Arthur T. Vanderbilt—the first chief justice of the state’s modern-era Supreme Court—and Frank
Hague—Ilegendary mayor of Jersey City. Two of the most powerful politicians in twentieth-century
America, Vanderbilt and Hague clashed on matters of public policy and over the need to reform New
Jersey’s antiquated and corrupt court system. Their battles made headlines and eventually led to
legal reform, transforming New Jersey’s court system into one of the most highly regarded in
America. Vanderbilt’s power came through mastering the law, serving as dean of New York
University Law School, preaching court reform as president of the American Bar Association, and
organizing suburban voters before other politicians recognized their importance. Hague, a
remarkably successful sixth-grade dropout, amassed his power by exploiting people’s foibles,
crushing his rivals, accumulating a fortune through extortion, subverting the law, and taking care of
business in his own backyard. They were different ethnically, culturally, and temperamentally, but
they shared the goals of power. Relying upon previously unexamined personal files of Vanderbilt,
Johnson’s engaging chronicle reveals the hatred the lawyer had for the mayor and the lengths
Vanderbilt went to in an effort to destroy Hague. Battleground New Jersey illustrates the difficulty in
adapting government to a changing world, and the vital role of independent courts in American
society.
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boardwalk empire season 5 episode guide: France 2005 - Fodor's Guide Fodor's, Fodor's
Travel Publications, Inc. Staff, 2004-10-05 Where to stay and eat for all budgets. Must see sights and
local secrets. Ratings you can trust.

boardwalk empire season 5 episode guide: Billboard , 1957-03-16 In its 114th year,
Billboard remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand,
content and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.
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Overmyer, 2014-11-04 The Giants' accomplishments took place against an historical backdrop of a
change in the African-American experience. The original players from Jacksonville, Florida, joined
the northward black migration during World War I. The team was named after Harry Bacharach--an
Atlantic City politician running for mayor--as a way to keep his name before the city's black
community. The Giants were immediately successful, and soon played the best semi-professional
teams in their region, as well as the top black teams from the East and Midwest. They entered the
first Negro league on the East Coast in 1923, and won the league championship twice before the
decade ended. This book chronicles the Giants' pivotal role in the development of black baseball in
Prohibition Era Atlantic City, and the careers of the men who made it possible.

boardwalk empire season 5 episode guide: The TV Brand Builders Andy Bryant, Charlie
Mawer, 2016-04-03 The TV Brand Builders is the definitive account of how the biggest television
networks, channels and programmes are created as brands, with rare privileged access to the
marketing strategies and creative thinking behind culturally defining TV promos, digital and social
media campaigns and design identities. Written by two leading practitioners responsible for work as
famous as the BBC One hippos, the creation of a TV channel called Dave and the re-launch of Doctor
Who, and featuring interviews with 50 leading industry experts from 8 countries, from HBO to
ESPN, from DreamWorks to CANAL+, The TV Brand Builders combines practical advice and
strategic insight with exclusive stories from the ratings front line. Online resources include a bonus
chapter on TV channel design in a multi-screen world, plus a 'Student and Instructor's Manual' with
chapter summaries.
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reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.
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Chase's, 2020-10-27 Find out what's going on any day of the year, anywhere across the globe! The
world’s date book since 1957, Chase's is the definitive, authoritative, day-by-day resource of what
the world is celebrating and commemorating. From national days to celebrity birthdays, from
historical anniversaries to astronomical phenomena, from award ceremonies and sporting events to
religious festivals and carnivals, Chase's is the must-have reference used by experts and
professionals—a one-stop shop with 12,500 entries for everything that is happening now or is worth
remembering from the past. Completely updated for 2021, Chase's also features extensive
appendices as well as a companion website that puts the power of Chase's at the user's fingertips.
2021 is packed with special events and observances, including National days and public holidays of
every nation on EarthThe 400th anniversary of the Plymouth pilgrim ThanksgivingThe 200th
independence anniversary from Spain of its Central and South American colonies. The 100th
anniversary of the Tulsa Race MassacreScores of new special days, weeks and monthsBirthdays of
new world leaders, office holders, and breakout starsAnd much more!All from the reference book
that Publishers Weekly calls one of the most impressive reference volumes in the world.
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Billboard remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand,
content and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.
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content and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.
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remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content
and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.
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remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content
and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.

boardwalk empire season 5 episode guide: Atlanta Magazine , 2005-12 Atlanta magazine’s
editorial mission is to engage our community through provocative writing, authoritative reporting,
and superlative design that illuminate the people, the issues, the trends, and the events that define
our city. The magazine informs, challenges, and entertains our readers each month while helping
them make intelligent choices, not only about what they do and where they go, but what they think
about matters of importance to the community and the region. Atlanta magazine’s editorial mission
is to engage our community through provocative writing, authoritative reporting, and superlative
design that illuminate the people, the issues, the trends, and the events that define our city. The
magazine informs, challenges, and entertains our readers each month while helping them make
intelligent choices, not only about what they do and where they go, but what they think about
matters of importance to the community and the region.
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remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content
and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.
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remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content
and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.
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Kemah Boardwalk | Waterfront Dining & Amusements Plan your next visit to Kemah Boardwalk
for waterfront dining, amusements & family fun for all ages! Featuring live concerts, events, and
festivals year round

Boardwalk | Purveyors of Fine Games Here at Boardwalk we are passionate about board games,
card games, RPGs, darts and more. Come by and check out our huge selection of new and used
tabletop games and meet our

The Boardwalk at Granite Park | Plano, Texas The Boardwalk connects the office buildings at
Granite Park with eight unique dining options-all conveniently located at the southeast corner of
Dallas North Tollway and Sam Rayburn

Boardwalk Pipelines - Powering possibility for growing markets We operate a vast network of
natural gas and NGL pipelines and storage facilities that connect supply to demand across key
markets in the Midwest, Gulf Coast, and Southeast. From Texas

Boardwalk at Millenia | Luxury Apartments in Chula Vista The homes at Boardwalk at Millenia
feature wide-open living spaces dressed in the latest looks, with stainless steel appliances and an
impressive list of features and finishes
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