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Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy: Unveiling the Dynamics of Capital and Society

contribution to the critique of political economy is a subject that has fascinated scholars, economists,
philosophers, and social theorists for centuries. It delves into understanding the underlying structures of
capitalism, the distribution of wealth, and the power relations embedded within economic systems. This
critique goes beyond surface-level economic analyses to challenge the foundational assumptions that govern
production, labor, and capital, aiming to expose the social and political implications that traditional economic
theories often overlook.

In this article, we will explore the historical evolution, key contributors, and contemporary relevance of
the contribution to the critique of political economy. We’ll also examine how these insights continue to
influence modern economic thought and social policy debates.

The Genesis of the Critique: Historical Context and Foundations

The critique of political economy emerged as a response to classical economic theories that primarily
focused on market mechanisms, supply and demand, and the self-regulating nature of capitalism. While
early economists like Adam Smith and David Ricardo laid the groundwork for understanding economic
behavior, their models often assumed rational actors and efficient markets, sidelining the complexities of
social relations and class dynamics.

Karl Marx’s Pivotal Role

No discussion on the contribution to the critique of political economy is complete without highlighting Karl
Marx. His seminal work, *Capital*, revolutionized economic thought by introducing a critical perspective
on capitalism. Marx argued that political economy failed to account for the exploitation inherent in the
capitalist mode of production—specifically, how labor produces value that capitalists appropriate as profit.

Marx’s analysis included:

- **Labor Theory of Value**: The idea that labor is the source of all value.
- **Surplus Value**: The difference between what workers are paid and the value they create.
- **Commodity Fetishism**: How social relationships are masked by the exchange of commodities.
- **Historical Materialism**: The concept that economic structures shape society and history.

These insights laid the foundation for a systematic critique that exposed contradictions within capitalism,



such as the tendency toward crisis and inequality.

Key Contributions Beyond Marx: Expanding the Critique

While Marx’s work remains central, many other thinkers have contributed to the evolution of the critique
of political economy. Their analyses have broadened the scope and adapted it to changing global
circumstances.

Feminist and Environmental Perspectives

Traditional critiques often neglected how capitalism intersects with gender and ecological issues. Feminist
economists have highlighted how unpaid labor, particularly domestic work predominantly performed by
women, is excluded from conventional economic analysis. This omission obscures the true dynamics of
labor exploitation and social reproduction.

Similarly, ecological economists criticize political economy for ignoring environmental degradation caused
by relentless capitalist growth. They emphasize the need to integrate natural resource limits and
sustainability into economic critiques.

Contemporary Marxist Thinkers

Modern scholars have extended Marx’s critique to address globalization, financialization, and digital
capitalism. Thinkers like David Harvey and Nancy Fraser analyze how neoliberalism reshapes state policies
and social relations, often deepening inequality and eroding democratic institutions.

These contributions emphasize:

- The role of global capital flows and international institutions.
- The transformation of labor markets and precarious work.
- The cultural and ideological dimensions of capitalist societies.

Why the Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy
Matters Today

In today’s rapidly changing world, revisiting the contribution to the critique of political economy offers



valuable tools to understand pressing issues such as wealth inequality, economic crises, and the impact of
automation. It challenges policymakers and citizens alike to question dominant narratives about economic
growth and progress.

Addressing Economic Inequality

One of the most glaring contemporary concerns is the growing divide between the wealthy elite and the
rest of society. The critique of political economy exposes how capitalist structures perpetuate unequal
power relations, often through mechanisms like tax policies, labor exploitation, and financial speculation.

Understanding these dynamics helps in crafting policies aimed at wealth redistribution, fair wages, and
social protections.

Rethinking Economic Growth and Sustainability

The global climate crisis has underscored the limitations of traditional economic models that prioritize
endless growth. Contributions from the critique of political economy encourage a shift toward sustainable
development paradigms that account for environmental costs and social well-being.

This perspective advocates for:

- Alternative metrics beyond GDP.
- Green technologies and circular economies.
- Social justice in environmental policies.

How to Engage with the Critique of Political Economy

For students, activists, or curious minds interested in deepening their understanding, engaging with the
contribution to the critique of political economy can be both intellectually rewarding and practically
impactful.

Recommended Approaches

Read Foundational Texts: Start with Marx’s *Capital* and move toward contemporary critiques by
authors like David Harvey, Silvia Federici, and Amartya Sen.



Analyze Current Events: Apply critical frameworks to understand phenomena like the 2008
financial crisis, gig economy, or pandemic-induced economic shifts.

Participate in Discussions: Join forums, seminars, or academic courses focused on political economy to
exchange ideas and perspectives.

Reflect on Policy Implications: Consider how critiques can inform social movements, labor rights
campaigns, and environmental advocacy.

Bridging Theory and Practice

The true power of the contribution to the critique of political economy lies in its ability to connect
theoretical insights with real-world transformations. It equips us to question prevailing economic
orthodoxies and imagine alternatives that prioritize human dignity, social justice, and ecological balance.

By appreciating the complexity of political economy through a critical lens, we become better prepared to
navigate and influence the economic systems shaping our lives. Whether debating policy, engaging in
activism, or simply striving to understand the world, this critique remains a vital resource for those
seeking meaningful change.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of Karl Marx's 'Contribution to the Critique of
Political Economy'?
The main focus of Karl Marx's 'Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy' is to analyze and critique
the capitalist economic system, particularly the nature of commodities, value, and the relationship between
labor and capital.

How does 'Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy' influence
Marx's later work 'Das Kapital'?
'Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy' serves as a foundational text where Marx develops key
concepts such as the labor theory of value and commodity fetishism, which he further elaborates and
applies in his later work 'Das Kapital'.



What is the significance of the concept of 'commodity' in Marx's critique?
In Marx's critique, a commodity is an object produced for exchange, embodying both use-value and
exchange-value. This dual nature is significant because it reveals how social relations under capitalism are
mediated by commodities, leading to phenomena like commodity fetishism.

How does Marx define 'value' in the context of political economy?
Marx defines 'value' as the socially necessary labor time required to produce a commodity. This labor
theory of value explains how economic value is rooted in human labor rather than in the intrinsic
properties of objects.

What role does 'socially necessary labor time' play in Marx's economic
critique?
'Socially necessary labor time' refers to the average amount of labor required to produce a commodity
under normal conditions of production. It determines the value of commodities and is central to
understanding the dynamics of capitalism in Marx's critique.

In what way does 'Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy'
address the concept of capital?
The text examines capital as a social relation that involves the accumulation of value through the
exploitation of labor, highlighting how capital transforms money into more money by extracting surplus
value from workers.

Why is 'Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy' considered a
pivotal work in Marxist theory?
It is considered pivotal because it lays the theoretical groundwork for Marx's critique of capitalism,
introducing essential concepts and methods that underpin Marxist economic analysis and influence
subsequent political and social theory.

Additional Resources
Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy: An Analytical Review

contribution to the critique of political economy has long been a pivotal area of intellectual inquiry, shaping
the way societies understand the intersections of economics, politics, and social structures. This critique
challenges traditional economic theories by highlighting the power dynamics, social relations, and
ideological underpinnings that influence economic systems. Over time, various scholars and theoretical



frameworks have enriched this discourse, offering nuanced perspectives that question the foundational
assumptions of classical and neoclassical economics.

The contribution to the critique of political economy is not merely academic but also practical, as it informs
policy debates, social movements, and economic reforms worldwide. By dissecting how wealth, labor, and
capital interact within capitalist systems, critics unveil the systemic inequalities and contradictions that
underpin modern economies. This article explores the historical roots, key contributors, and enduring
relevance of this critique, while examining its evolving dimensions in contemporary contexts.

Historical Foundations of the Critique of Political Economy

The critique of political economy traces its origins back to the 18th and 19th centuries, a period marked by
the rapid expansion of capitalist economies and the Industrial Revolution. Early economists like Adam
Smith and David Ricardo laid the groundwork for classical political economy, emphasizing market
mechanisms and the role of labor in value creation. However, their theories also prompted critical responses
that questioned the social consequences of unfettered markets.

Karl Marx stands as the most prominent figure in this intellectual tradition. His magnum opus, "Capital,"
offered an exhaustive analysis of capitalism’s inner workings, focusing on the exploitation of labor and the
accumulation of capital. Marx’s critique exposed how surplus value extraction perpetuates class struggle and
economic disparity. His dialectical method and historical materialism provided a framework to understand
economic phenomena as embedded in broader social relations, rather than isolated market events.

Key Contributions of Marx’s Critique

Labor Theory of Value: Marx expanded on classical ideas, emphasizing that labor is the source of all
value and highlighting the exploitation inherent in capitalist production.

Surplus Value and Exploitation: He revealed how capitalists appropriate surplus value generated by
workers, creating systemic inequality.

Commodity Fetishism: Marx theorized that social relationships become obscured as commodities,
masking the underlying labor relations.

Historical Materialism: Viewing economic systems as historically contingent, Marx argued that
capitalism would eventually be superseded by socialism.



Though Marx’s critique remains foundational, it has been supplemented and challenged by numerous
scholars seeking to address its limitations or adapt it to new realities.

Expanding the Critique: Post-Marxist and Contemporary
Perspectives

The contribution to the critique of political economy has evolved significantly in the 20th and 21st
centuries. Post-Marxist theorists and heterodox economists have broadened the scope, integrating insights
from sociology, cultural studies, and political theory. This diversification reflects the complexity of global
capitalism and the emergence of new economic challenges such as financialization, globalization, and
environmental crises.

One notable development is the incorporation of feminist and ecological critiques. Feminist economists have
highlighted the gendered dimensions of economic systems, emphasizing unpaid labor and care work often
excluded from traditional analyses. Meanwhile, ecological political economy challenges the sustainability of
growth-centric models, arguing that capitalist economies inherently degrade natural resources and
exacerbate climate change.

Contemporary Themes in the Critique of Political Economy

Financialization: The increasing dominance of financial markets and speculative capital has altered
economic dynamics, prompting critiques of instability and inequality.

Globalization and Imperialism: Analysts examine how global trade, multinational corporations, and
international institutions perpetuate uneven development and dependency.

Environmental Sustainability: The critique interrogates capitalist growth models in light of ecological
limits and advocates for alternative economic paradigms.

Intersectionality: Modern critiques emphasize the interplay of class with race, gender, and other
social categories, reflecting more complex power relations.

These themes demonstrate how the contribution to the critique of political economy remains dynamic,
addressing contemporary economic realities that classical theories could not fully anticipate.



The Practical Impact of the Critique on Policy and Society

Beyond theoretical debates, the critique of political economy informs real-world policy and activism. For
instance, discussions on wealth inequality influenced by this critique have spurred progressive taxation,
minimum wage laws, and social welfare reforms in many countries. Labor movements and social justice
campaigns often draw on these insights to challenge exploitative labor practices and advocate for workers’
rights.

Moreover, the critique has shaped international development approaches. Critics of neoliberal economic
policies argue that austerity and deregulation exacerbate poverty and hinder equitable growth. Alternative
development models inspired by critical political economy emphasize state intervention, social protection,
and inclusive economic planning.

Comparisons with Mainstream Economic Thought

While mainstream economics often prioritizes efficiency, market equilibrium, and individual choice, the
critique of political economy centers on structural power and social justice. This contrast leads to differing
policy prescriptions and assessments of economic health. For example:

Mainstream View: Economic inequality is seen as a byproduct of productivity differences and
incentives.

Critical View: Inequality results from systemic exploitation and requires structural transformation.

This divergence highlights the importance of integrating multiple perspectives for holistic economic
understanding.

Challenges and Criticisms of the Critique

Despite its profound insights, the critique of political economy faces challenges. Critics argue that some
strands, particularly orthodox Marxism, can be deterministic or overly reductionist. Others suggest that the
focus on capitalism’s contradictions sometimes underestimates its adaptability and resilience.

Furthermore, translating critical theory into actionable policies remains complex. Balancing economic
growth, equity, and sustainability requires navigating competing interests and practical constraints.
Nevertheless, ongoing debates and revisions within the field continue to refine and expand its relevance.



The contribution to the critique of political economy, therefore, is not static but a living discourse—one that
interrogates foundational economic assumptions while adapting to new global conditions. Its ability to
challenge dominant paradigms and propose alternative visions makes it an indispensable part of
contemporary social science and policy discussions.

Contribution To The Critique Of Political Economy

Find other PDF articles:
https://old.rga.ca/archive-th-037/Book?ID=cjZ75-2820&title=high-fibre-diet-plan-to-lose-weight.pdf

  contribution to the critique of political economy: A Contribution to the Critique of
Political Economy Karl Marx, 2022-08-15 In A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy,
Karl Marx embarks on a rigorous analysis of society's economic foundations. With a distinct literary
style rooted in a combination of rigorous scholarship and impassioned polemic, Marx unravels the
complexities of economic theory and its impact on societal classes. This work is seminal in providing
a historical materialist perspective, a cornerstone of Marxist philosophy. It is positioned within a
broader literary context of critiques of capitalism and discussions of political economy that were
prominent in the 19th century. Marx meticulously articulates the interplay between production and
the relationships engendered by economic structures, arguing for the foundational role of economic
forces in the development of society.nnThe author, Karl Marx, a philosopher, economist, and
revolutionary socialist, was driven by a relentless concern for the plight of the working class.
Insights from his extensive political engagement and previous works such as the 'Economic and
Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844' and the 'Communist Manifesto' (co-authored with Friedrich
Engels) coalesce in this penetrating examination of political economy. Marx's personal experiences
with political hardship and exile imbue his critique with a palpable sense of urgency and an
advocacy for systemic change.nnA Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy is recommended
for scholars, students, and intellectually curious readers aiming to delve into the roots of Marxist
thought. It is a rigorous text that requires and rewards careful study, extending an invitation to
critically engage with Marxist theory and its interpretation of the historical dynamics of capitalism.
This republication by DigiCat Publishing ensues its continued relevance and accessibility, ensuring
its esteemed place as a classic of world literature and a vital text for understanding the forces that
shape our social and economic world.
  contribution to the critique of political economy: A Contribution to the Critique of
Political Economy Karl Marx, 2013-01 Unlike some other reproductions of classic texts (1) We have
not used OCR(Optical Character Recognition), as this leads to bad quality books with introduced
typos. (2) In books where there are images such as portraits, maps, sketches etc We have
endeavoured to keep the quality of these images, so they represent accurately the original artefact.
Although occasionally there may be certain imperfections with these old texts, we feel they deserve
to be made available for future generations to enjoy.
  contribution to the critique of political economy: CONTRIBUTION TO THE CRITIQUE
OF POLITICAL ECONOMY KARL. MARX, 2018
  contribution to the critique of political economy: A Contribution to the Critique of the
Political Economy Marx Karl, 2016-06-23 Unlike some other reproductions of classic texts (1) We
have not used OCR(Optical Character Recognition), as this leads to bad quality books with
introduced typos. (2) In books where there are images such as portraits, maps, sketches etc We have

https://old.rga.ca/archive-th-086/Book?title=contribution-to-the-critique-of-political-economy.pdf&trackid=hgm57-3954
https://old.rga.ca/archive-th-037/Book?ID=cjZ75-2820&title=high-fibre-diet-plan-to-lose-weight.pdf


endeavoured to keep the quality of these images, so they represent accurately the original artefact.
Although occasionally there may be certain imperfections with these old texts, we feel they deserve
to be made available for future generations to enjoy.
  contribution to the critique of political economy: A Contribution to the Critique of
Political Economy Karl Marx, 1971
  contribution to the critique of political economy: A Contribution to the Critique of
Political Economy (Classic Reprint) Karl Marx, 2015-07-10 Excerpt from A Contribution to the
Critique of Political Economy I omit a general introduction which I had prepared, as on second
thought any anticipation of results that are still to be proven, seemed to me objectionable, and the
reader who wishes to follow me at all, must make up his mind to pass from the special to the
general. On the other hand, some remarks as to the course of my own politico-economic studies may
be in place here. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and
classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important
historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work,
preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases,
an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition.
We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that
remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.
  contribution to the critique of political economy: A Contribution to the Critique of
Political Economy - Scholar's Choice Edition Karl Marx, 2015-02-15 This work has been selected
by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we
know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original
work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most
of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), and other
notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a
historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc.
Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced,
and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process,
and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
  contribution to the critique of political economy: A Contribution to the Critique of Political
Economy - Scholar's Choice Edition Karl Marx, Nahum Isaac Stone, 2015-02-20 This work has been
selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization
as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as true to the
original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library stamps
(as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), and
other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a
historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc.
Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced,
and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process,
and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
  contribution to the critique of political economy: CONTRIBUTION TO THE CRITIQUE O
Karl 1818-1883 Marx, 2016-08-30 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally
important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced
from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will
see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in
our most important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the
public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States,



you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright
on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or
blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is
important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We
appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of
keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
  contribution to the critique of political economy: Critique of Political Economy Karl
Marx, 1911
  contribution to the critique of political economy: A Contribution to the Critique of Political
Economy - Primary Source Edition Karl Marx, 2014-02 This is a reproduction of a book published
before 1923. This book may have occasional imperfections such as missing or blurred pages, poor
pictures, errant marks, etc. that were either part of the original artifact, or were introduced by the
scanning process. We believe this work is culturally important, and despite the imperfections, have
elected to bring it back into print as part of our continuing commitment to the preservation of
printed works worldwide. We appreciate your understanding of the imperfections in the preservation
process, and hope you enjoy this valuable book. ++++ The below data was compiled from various
identification fields in the bibliographic record of this title. This data is provided as an additional tool
in helping to ensure edition identification: ++++ A Contribution To The Critique Of Political
Economy Karl Marx C.H. Kerr, 1911 Business & Economics; Economics; General; Business &
Economics / Economics / General; Economics; Political Science / Political Ideologies / Communism &
Socialism
  contribution to the critique of political economy: A Contribution to the Critique of Political
Economy. Translated From the 2D German Ed. by N.I. Stone. With an Appendix Containing Marx's
Introduction to the Critique Recently Published Among His Posthumous Papers Karl Marx, 1904
  contribution to the critique of political economy: A Contribution to the Critique of
Political Economy ; Translated from the Second German Edition by N.I. Stone Karl Marx,
1904
  contribution to the critique of political economy: Marxism and History S. H. Rigby, 1998
This critically aclaimed book, now in its second edition is firmly established as an essential guide to
this recent historiographical debate. Adopted as a set book by the Open University. An indispensable
guide to Marxist historiography for undergradu. . . .
  contribution to the critique of political economy: A Contribution to the Critique of Political
Economy Gabriel Mangabeira Unger, 2011
  contribution to the critique of political economy: The Critique of the Political Economy
Karl Marx, 2022-02-15 The Critique Of The Political Economy is an analysis of capitalism and
quantity theory of money, achieved by critiquing the writings of the leading theoretical exponents of
capitalism at that time: these were the political economists, nowadays often referred to as the
classical economists; Adam Smith and David Ricardo. Contents: - Commodities - Notes on the
History of the Theory of Value - Money or Simple Circulation - The Measure of Value - Theories of
the Unit of Measure of Money - The Medium of Circulation - The Metamorphosis of Commodities -
The Circulation of Money - Coin and Symbols of Value - Money - Hoarding - Means of Payment -
World Money - The Precious Metals - Theories of the Medium of Circulation and of Money -
Introduction to the Critique of Political Economy - Production in General - The General Relation of
Production to Distribution, change, and Consumption - The Method of Political Economy -
Production, Means of Production, and Conditions of Production
  contribution to the critique of political economy: A Contribution to the Critique of Political
Economy Colin Darke, Liam Kelly, 1996
  contribution to the critique of political economy: A contribution to the critique of
political economy Nahum I. Stone, 1904
  contribution to the critique of political economy: 영어고전948 칼 마르크스의 정치경제학 비판을 위하여
1859(English Classics948 A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy by Karl



Marx) 칼 마르크스(Karl Marx), 2022-12-31 ▶ 칼 마르크스의 정치경제학 비판을 위하여 1859(A Contribution to the Critique
of Political Economy by Karl Marx)는 칼 마르크스(Karl Marx, 1818~1883)가 아담 스미스(Adam Smith,
1723~170)와 데이비드 리카도(David Ricardo, 1772~1823)와 같은 정치 경제학자(the political economists)로써 집필한 작품입니다.
당대의 정치경제학에 대한 작가의 비평은 1867년 출간한 자본론 제1권(Capital, Volume I)을 통해 한층 심화되었으며, 역사에 대한 유물론적 개념(the
materialist conception of history)과 사회의 기초 및 상부 구조에 대한 모델(base and superstructure model of society) 등
마르크스를 대표하는 사상의 이론적 토대를 확인하실 수 있습니다. 테마여행신문 TTN Korea 영어고전(English Classics)과 함께 어제도, 오늘도, 내일도 멋진
문학여행을! B ▶ TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE. As will be seen from the author’s preface, the work was
originally issued as the first instalment of a complete treatise of political economy. As he went on
with his work, however, Marx modified his plans and eight years after the appearance of the “Zur
Kritik” he published the first volume of his Capital, whose scope was intended to cover the entire
field of political economy. ▷ 번역가의 서문. 저자의 서문에서 알 수 있듯이 이 작업은 원래 정치경제학 전체 논문의 첫 번째 부분으로 발행되었습니다. 그러나
작업을 계속하면서 마르크스는 그의 계획을 수정했고 비판을 위하여(Zur Kritik)가 나온 지 8년 후에 그는 정치경제학의 전체 분야를 포괄하는 범위를 가진 자본론 제1
권(Capital, Volume I)을 출판했습니다. ▶ The plan to which Marx alludes in the preface to the present work
was thus abandoned in its formal aspects, but not in substance. The subject matter treated here was
reproduced or rather “summarized,” as Marx himself puts it, in Capital. But that was done in so far
as was necessary to secure continuity of treatment. On the other hand, many important matters are
treated here more thoroughly than in Capital, especially the part devoted to the discussion of money.
This, as well as the chapters on the history of the theories of value and of money, which do not
appear in Capital, make “Zur Kritik” a work practically complete in itself. ▷ 마르크스가 본 저작의 서문에서 언급한 계획
은 따라서 형식적인 측면에서는 포기되었지만 실질적으로는 그렇지 않았습니다. 여기에서 다루어진 주제는 마르크스 자신이 말했듯이 자본론에서 재생산되었거나 오히려 요약되었습니
다. 그러나 그것은 치료의 연속성을 확보하기 위해 필요한 한도 내에서 이루어졌습니다. 반면에 여기에서는 많은 중요한 문제들, 특히 돈에 대한 논의에 할애된 부분이 자본에서보다
더 철저하게 다루어집니다. 이것은 자본론에 나오지 않는 가치론과 화폐론의 역사에 관한 챕터와 마찬가지로 비판을 위하여(Zur Kritik)를 그 자체로 거의 완성된 작품으로 만
듭니다. ▶ 작가의 서문(Author’s Preface)에 앞서 실린 번역자의 서문(Translator’s Preface)에서는 번역자가 직접 쓴 작품의 배경에 대한 소개와 독어
원문을 영어로 번역하는 의도를 구체적으로 확인하실 수 있습니다. 부록으로 추가된 정치경제학 비판 입문(Introduction to the Critique of Political
Economy)이 잡지가 아니라, 단행본을 통해 최초로 소개되었다는 점에서도 마르크스의 이론에 대해 학문적 관심이 있는 독자에게 일독할만한 가치가 있습니다. ▶ There
is another reason, if any need be given why this book should have been translated into English.
Marx’s preface to the present work contains the classic formulation of his historico-philosophic
theory known as the Materialistic Interpretation of History. This theory, which until recently was
entertained almost exclusively by socialist writers and was hardly heard of outside of socialist circles
in English speaking countries, is at last receiving not only due recognition but sympathetic
appreciation at the hands of men of science. It is rather a significant coincidence that the work
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