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Sue Johnson Emotionally Focused Couples Therapy: Healing Relationships Through Connection

sue johnson emotionally focused couples therapy has transformed the way couples approach
relationship challenges, offering a compassionate and science-backed method to rebuild emotional
bonds. If you've ever felt stuck in repetitive arguments, emotional distance, or a lack of
understanding in your partnership, this therapeutic approach might be the key to rediscovering
connection and security with your partner.

Developed by Dr. Sue Johnson, a clinical psychologist and researcher, Emotionally Focused Therapy
(EFT) for couples centers on the idea that emotional attachment is the foundation of romantic
relationships. Rather than focusing solely on communication skills or conflict resolution, EFT delves
deeper into the emotional experiences that drive behavior in relationships. This approach has gained
widespread acclaim for its effectiveness in helping couples move from distress to healing.

Understanding the Core of Sue Johnson Emotionally
Focused Couples Therapy

At its heart, Emotionally Focused Therapy emphasizes the importance of secure emotional bonds
between partners. Dr. Sue Johnson’s work builds on attachment theory — the psychological model
that explains how humans form emotional bonds and how those bonds impact behavior throughout
life.

What Makes EFT Different?

Unlike traditional couples therapy that may focus primarily on problem-solving or cognitive
restructuring, EFT prioritizes emotions as the gateway to change. The therapy helps partners
identify and express their underlying emotional needs and fears, which often get masked by surface-
level conflicts.

For example, a fight over household chores might actually be rooted in feelings of neglect or fear of
abandonment. EFT guides couples to recognize these patterns and create new, healthier interactions
where both partners feel safe and understood.

The Three Stages of EFT

Sue Johnson’s method unfolds through three key stages that facilitate healing and reconnection:

De-escalation: Couples learn to identify negative cycles of interaction and understand how1.



these patterns contribute to emotional disconnection.

Changing Interaction Patterns: Partners express their deeper emotions and vulnerabilities,2.
leading to new patterns of emotional responsiveness and support.

Consolidation and Integration: The couple solidifies their new bond by practicing new ways3.
of relating and strengthening their emotional connection.

This structured yet flexible approach allows couples to gradually build trust and intimacy,
transforming relationships that may have felt stuck or hopeless.

The Science Behind Emotionally Focused Therapy

Sue Johnson emotionally focused couples therapy is grounded in extensive research and
neuroscience. Studies consistently show that EFT is one of the most effective evidence-based
therapies for relationship distress, boasting success rates as high as 75-90% in reducing relationship
distress and improving emotional connection.

Attachment Theory and Adult Relationships

Attachment theory, originally developed to explain infant-caregiver bonds, has profound implications
for adult romantic relationships. EFT posits that adults have similar attachment needs for security
and connection, and when these needs are unmet, distress and conflict arise.

By fostering a secure attachment between partners, EFT helps reduce anxiety and defensiveness,
allowing couples to respond to each other with empathy and care rather than fear or anger.

Neuroscience and Emotional Regulation

EFT also leverages findings from neuroscience that explain how emotions regulate behavior. The
therapy helps partners access and express vulnerable emotions like sadness and fear, which in turn
activates the brain’s attachment system and promotes feelings of safety.

This emotional attunement between partners not only strengthens their bond but also helps regulate
physiological stress responses, reducing the intensity of conflicts.

Practical Benefits of Sue Johnson Emotionally Focused
Couples Therapy

Choosing EFT can bring about meaningful changes in a relationship that go beyond just "getting



along." Here are some of the tangible benefits couples often experience:

Improved Communication: Couples learn to listen and respond to emotional needs rather
than just words.

Increased Emotional Intimacy: By sharing vulnerabilities, partners grow closer and feel
more connected.

Effective Conflict Resolution: Couples develop healthier ways to navigate disagreements
without escalating tension.

Greater Relationship Satisfaction: A secure emotional bond fosters happiness and
commitment.

Healing from Betrayal or Trauma: EFT provides tools to rebuild trust after infidelity or
emotional wounds.

These benefits contribute to stronger, more resilient partnerships that can weather life's inevitable
ups and downs.

Who Can Benefit from Emotionally Focused Therapy?

EFT is versatile and can support couples at various stages—from those just beginning their
relationship to long-term partners facing chronic issues. It’s especially effective for:

Couples experiencing emotional distance or detachment

Partners stuck in negative interaction cycles

Couples dealing with trauma or infidelity recovery

Those wanting to deepen emotional intimacy and trust

Its emphasis on emotional connection makes it accessible and beneficial for diverse couples,
including those in same-sex relationships or non-traditional partnerships.

How to Find a Qualified EFT Therapist

If you’re considering sue johnson emotionally focused couples therapy, it’s important to work with a
therapist trained and certified in EFT. Proper training ensures that the therapist understands the
nuances of attachment theory and can skillfully guide couples through the stages of therapy.



Tips for Choosing the Right Therapist

Check Credentials: Look for therapists certified by the International Centre for Excellence in
Emotionally Focused Therapy (ICEEFT).

Experience Matters: Ask about their experience working with couples and specific issues
similar to yours.

Comfort and Rapport: Feeling safe and understood by your therapist is essential for EFT to
be effective.

Ask About Approach: Ensure the therapist uses an attachment-focused, emotion-centered
approach consistent with Sue Johnson’s model.

Starting therapy can be intimidating, but finding the right EFT therapist can make the journey
toward reconnection much smoother.

Integrating EFT Principles Into Daily Life

One of the strengths of sue johnson emotionally focused couples therapy is that it equips couples
with tools they can apply outside of the therapy room. Here are some ways to incorporate EFT
insights into everyday interactions:

Practice Emotional Vulnerability: Share your feelings honestly and gently with your
partner.

Respond with Empathy: When your partner expresses emotion, listen attentively and
validate their experience.

Recognize Negative Patterns: Be mindful of cycles that create distance or defensiveness
and pause to reset.

Offer Reassurance: Small gestures of affection and reassurance can strengthen your
emotional bond.

Schedule Check-Ins: Regularly talk about your emotional connection and any concerns
before they escalate.

By embracing these habits, couples often find their relationship becomes more secure and fulfilling
over time.

---



For many, sue johnson emotionally focused couples therapy is more than just a treatment—it’s a
path to rediscovering the deep connection that first brought two people together. Through
understanding, emotional attunement, and compassionate communication, couples can break free
from destructive cycles and create relationships rooted in trust, safety, and love. Whether facing
challenges or simply wanting to deepen intimacy, EFT offers a hopeful and proven way forward.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Sue Johnson's Emotionally Focused Couples Therapy
(EFT)?
Sue Johnson's Emotionally Focused Couples Therapy (EFT) is a structured approach to couples
therapy that focuses on creating secure emotional bonds between partners by identifying and
transforming negative interaction patterns and fostering emotional responsiveness.

How does EFT differ from other couples therapy methods?
EFT differs from other couples therapy methods by emphasizing the emotional attachment and
bonding needs of partners, rather than just communication skills or behavioral changes. It aims to
reshape the couple's emotional responses and create secure attachment bonds.

What are the main goals of Sue Johnson's EFT?
The main goals of Sue Johnson's EFT are to help couples recognize and express their underlying
emotions, break destructive interaction cycles, and strengthen their emotional connection to build a
more secure and loving relationship.

Is Sue Johnson's EFT effective for couples experiencing
infidelity?
Yes, Sue Johnson's EFT has been shown to be effective for couples dealing with infidelity by helping
partners process emotions related to betrayal, rebuild trust, and create a new secure emotional bond
through compassionate communication and understanding.

How long does Emotionally Focused Couples Therapy typically
take?
Emotionally Focused Couples Therapy typically takes between 8 to 20 sessions, depending on the
couple's issues and progress, with most couples experiencing significant improvements in their
emotional connection within this timeframe.

Additional Resources
Sue Johnson Emotionally Focused Couples Therapy: An In-Depth Analysis



sue johnson emotionally focused couples therapy has emerged as one of the most influential
approaches in the field of relationship counseling over the past few decades. Developed by Dr. Sue
Johnson, this therapeutic model emphasizes the emotional bond between partners, aiming to foster
secure attachment and improve communication within couples. As relationship dynamics evolve in
contemporary society, understanding the core mechanics and effectiveness of emotionally focused
couples therapy (EFT) offers valuable insights for therapists, couples, and mental health
professionals alike.

Understanding Sue Johnson’s Emotionally Focused
Couples Therapy

At its heart, Sue Johnson emotionally focused couples therapy centers on the attachment theory, a
psychological framework originally developed by John Bowlby. Johnson extended this theory to adult
romantic relationships, identifying that secure emotional bonds are foundational for relational
satisfaction and stability. Unlike traditional behavioral therapies that may focus primarily on
communication techniques or conflict resolution, EFT dives deeper into the emotional underpinnings
of relationship distress.

The therapy aims to uncover negative interaction cycles that inhibit emotional connection, enabling
couples to access and express their vulnerable feelings safely. Through this process, partners can
repair ruptures and build a more secure emotional attachment. Johnson’s approach is notably
experiential, encouraging real-time emotional engagement between partners during therapy
sessions.

Core Components and Stages of EFT

Sue Johnson’s model is structured around three key stages designed to guide couples toward
emotional healing:

De-escalation of Negative Cycles: Identifying and interrupting destructive interaction1.
patterns that perpetuate disconnection and conflict.

Changing Interaction Patterns: Facilitating partners’ expression of underlying emotions2.
and attachment needs that often fuel conflict.

Consolidation and Integration: Helping couples develop new, positive interactional patterns3.
and reinforce emotional bonds.

Each phase is carefully orchestrated by the therapist to foster a safe environment where partners
feel understood and validated. The progressive nature of EFT enables couples not just to resolve
conflicts but to transform the emotional climate of their relationship fundamentally.



Effectiveness and Empirical Support

Numerous studies have validated the efficacy of Sue Johnson emotionally focused couples therapy,
making it one of the most researched models in couples counseling. Meta-analyses indicate that
approximately 70-75% of couples who engage in EFT report significant improvements in relationship
satisfaction and emotional connection. Furthermore, about 90% show some level of positive change
after therapy completion.

Compared with other therapeutic approaches such as cognitive-behavioral therapy (CBT) or
traditional psychodynamic couples therapy, EFT often demonstrates superior outcomes in fostering
secure attachment and long-lasting relational improvements. One reason for this success is the
therapy’s emphasis on emotional accessibility and responsiveness—elements frequently overlooked
in other modalities.

Target Audience and Applicability

While EFT is predominantly applied in couples therapy, its principles extend to various relational
contexts, including family therapy and individual counseling focused on attachment wounds. Couples
struggling with issues such as infidelity, communication breakdown, emotional distance, and trauma
have found EFT particularly beneficial.

Additionally, EFT adapts well across diverse populations, including same-sex couples, multicultural
relationships, and different age groups. This flexibility stems from its universal focus on attachment
needs, which transcend cultural and demographic boundaries.

Comparing Sue Johnson’s EFT with Other Couples
Therapies

To appreciate the distinctiveness of Sue Johnson emotionally focused couples therapy, it is useful to
contrast it with other prevalent models:

Cognitive-Behavioral Couples Therapy (CBCT): Focuses on altering dysfunctional thought
and behavior patterns. CBCT emphasizes problem-solving and skill-building rather than deep
emotional exploration.

Gottman Method: Based on extensive research into marital stability, this method utilizes
specific interventions and tools to improve communication and conflict management.

Imago Relationship Therapy: Integrates childhood experiences with current relationship
dynamics, aiming to foster empathy and healing.

While each approach has its merits, EFT’s unique contribution lies in its direct engagement with



emotional experiences and the attachment bond. This focus allows for repair at a fundamental
emotional level, which can result in more profound and enduring change.

Pros and Cons of Sue Johnson’s EFT

Pros:

Strong empirical support and evidence-based outcomes.

Addresses underlying emotional needs and attachment insecurities.

Applicable to a wide range of couples and relational issues.

Facilitates genuine emotional connection rather than superficial communication fixes.

Cons:

Requires skilled therapists trained specifically in EFT techniques.

May take longer to see results compared to brief, solution-focused therapies.

Some couples may find emotional exploration challenging or uncomfortable initially.

Less emphasis on practical problem-solving compared to cognitive-behavioral methods.

Training and Certification in Sue Johnson Emotionally
Focused Couples Therapy

Given its specialized nature, becoming an EFT therapist involves rigorous training and supervision.
The International Centre for Excellence in Emotionally Focused Therapy (ICEEFT), co-founded by
Sue Johnson, offers certification programs that ensure therapists are proficient in the model’s
theoretical foundations and clinical applications.

Certified EFT therapists undergo multiple levels of training, including workshops, supervised
practice, and peer review. This structured training ensures fidelity to the model and maintains high
standards of care for couples seeking EFT.



Accessibility and Integration in Modern Therapy Practices

In recent years, Sue Johnson emotionally focused couples therapy has been integrated into various
therapeutic settings, including private practices, clinics, and community mental health centers. The
rise of teletherapy has also expanded access, allowing couples in remote or underserved areas to
benefit from EFT.

Moreover, some therapists combine EFT with other modalities to tailor interventions to specific
client needs. For example, integrating mindfulness techniques or trauma-informed care can enhance
EFT’s effectiveness for couples with complex histories.

Implications for Future Relationship Counseling

The increasing popularity of emotionally focused couples therapy reflects a broader shift in mental
health toward recognizing the centrality of emotions and attachment in human relationships. As
research continues to validate and refine EFT, it is poised to influence not only couples therapy but
also related fields such as individual psychotherapy, parenting support, and trauma treatment.

By prioritizing emotional connection, Sue Johnson’s model challenges traditional ideas that
relationship problems can be resolved solely through communication skills or behavioral changes.
Instead, EFT advocates for addressing the emotional core of relational distress, potentially
transforming how therapists conceptualize and treat couples.

In sum, sue johnson emotionally focused couples therapy represents a significant advancement in
relationship counseling, offering a nuanced, empathetic, and evidence-based approach that
resonates deeply with many couples seeking meaningful change.

Sue Johnson Emotionally Focused Couples Therapy
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emotionally focused therapy (EFT) for couples, Johnson now extends her attachment-based approach
to individuals and families. The volume shows how EFT aligns perfectly with attachment theory as it
provides proven techniques for treating anxiety, depression, and relationship problems. Each
modality (individual, couple, and family therapy) is covered in paired chapters that respectively
introduce key concepts and present an in-depth case example. Special features include instructive
end-of-chapter exercises and reflection questions.

https://old.rga.ca/archive-th-085/pdf?title=sue-johnson-emotionally-focused-couples-therapy.pdf&trackid=YFN59-0125
https://old.rga.ca/archive-th-091/Book?dataid=fkP05-2206&title=red-light-therapy-for-breast-cancer.pdf
https://old.rga.ca/archive-th-091/Book?dataid=fkP05-2206&title=red-light-therapy-for-breast-cancer.pdf


  sue johnson emotionally focused couples therapy: Hold Me Tight Sue Johnson, 2011-02-03
Developed by Dr Sue Johnson over 20 years ago and practised all over the world, EFT has been
heralded by Time magazine and the New York Times as the couple therapy with the highest rate of
success. Couples who use EFT see a 75 per cent success rate. The therapy programme focuses on
the emotional connection of every relationship by de-escalating conflict, creating a safe emotional
connection, and strengthening bonds between partners. In HOLD ME TIGHT, EFT pioneer Dr Sue
Johnson presents her highly effective therapy model to the general public for the first time. Through
case studies from her practice, illuminating advice and practical exercises, couples will learn how to
nurture their relationships and ensure a lifetime of love.
  sue johnson emotionally focused couples therapy: Hold Me Tight Sue Johnson, 2014-05-10
Heralded by the New York Times and Time magazine as the couple therapy with the highest rate of
success, Emotionally Focused Therapy works because it views the love relationship as an attachment
bond. This idea, once controversial, is now supported by science, and has become widely popular
among therapists around the world. In HOLD ME TIGHT, Dr. Sue Johnson presents Emotionally
Focused Therapy to the general public for the first time. Johnson teaches that the way to save and
enrich a relationship is to reestablish safe emotional connection and preserve the attachment bond.
With this in mind, she focuses on key moments in a relationship-from Recognizing the Demon
Dialogue to Revisiting a Rocky Moment-and uses them as touchpoints for seven healing
conversations. Through case studies from her practice, illuminating advice, and practical exercises,
couples will learn how to nurture their relationships and ensure a lifetime of love.
  sue johnson emotionally focused couples therapy: The Hold Me Tight Workbook Sue
Johnson, 2022-12-13 Dr Sue Johnson's landmark book Hold Me Tight has helped more than one
million readers strengthen and repair their romantic relationships. Now, finally, comes a companion
workbook designed to help couples open up, re-establish safe emotional connection, and renew their
bond. Drawing on the latest developments in Emotionally Focused Therapy, a field pioneered by Dr
Johnson, The Hold Me Tight Workbook is packed with sage wisdom and science-backed advice, as
well as compelling conversation prompts, exercises, activities and resources to help couples work
through conflict and achieve greater levels of intimacy. Whether you're celebrating your fiftieth
anniversary or your first, The Hold Me Tight Workbook is an invaluable guide to cultivating a deeper
connection - and more fulfilling relationship - with the person you love most.
  sue johnson emotionally focused couples therapy: Becoming an Emotionally Focused
Couple Therapist Susan M. Johnson, James L. Furrow, Brent Bradley, Lorrie Brubacher, Gail
Palmer, Kathryn Rheem, Scott Woolley, 2013-05-13 An invaluable tool for clinicians and students,
Becoming an Emotionally Focused Therapist: The Workbook takes the reader on an adventure – the
quest to become a competent, confident, and passionate couple and family therapist. In an
accessible resource for training and supervision, seven expert therapists lead the reader through the
nine essential steps of EFT with explicit intervention strategies. Suitable as a companion volume to
The Practice of Emotionally Focused Couple Therapy, 2nd Ed. or as a stand-alone learning tool, the
workbook provides an easy road-map to mastering the art of EFT with exercises, review sheets and
practice models. Unprecedented in its novel and interactive approach, this is a must-have for all
therapists searching for lasting and efficient results in couple therapy.
  sue johnson emotionally focused couples therapy: Hold Me Tight Sue Johnson, 2008-04-08
Introduces the author's Emotionally Focused Therapy technique, explaining how to assist couples by
treating their relationship as a love-based, attachment bond that can be healed through a
reestablishment of safe emotional connections.
  sue johnson emotionally focused couples therapy: The Practice of Emotionally Focused
Couple Therapy Susan M. Johnson, 2012-02-24 Since its original publication in 1996, this volume
has been a helpful guide to therapists in the practice of emotionally focused therapy. This second
edition addresses the many changes in the field of couples therapy, including updated research
results linked to clinical intervention and new information on using EFT to address depression and
PTSD. A new section covers the growth of couples therapy as a field and its overall relevance to the



mental health field, accompanied by coverage of how recent research into the nature of marital
distress is consonant with EFT. Other new features are a section on EFT and feminism, as well as a
section on cultural competence for the EFT therapist. Written by a leading authority on emotionally
focused couples and marital therapy, this second edition is an up-to-date reference on all aspects of
EFT and its uses for mental health professionals.
  sue johnson emotionally focused couples therapy: Emotionally Focused Couple Therapy
with Trauma Survivors Susan M. Johnson, 2011-11-03 This book provides a theoretical framework
and a practical model of intervention for distressed couples whose relationships are affected by the
echoes of trauma. Combining attachment theory, trauma research, and emotionally focused
therapeutic techniques, Susan M. Johnson guides the clinician in modifying the interactional
patterns that maintain traumatic stress and fostering positive, healing relationships among survivors
and their partners. In-depth case material brings to life the process of assessment and treatment
with couples coping with the impact of different kinds of trauma, including childhood abuse, serious
illness, and combat experiences. The concluding chapter features valuable advice on therapist
self-care.
  sue johnson emotionally focused couples therapy: Marriage and Family Therapy Linda
Metcalf, 2023-12-23 Learn how to take different models of therapy from theory to real world
practice Delivering proven therapeutic strategies that can be used immediately by students of
marital and family therapy, this text brings 15 modern and postmodern therapy models to life
through guiding templates and interviews with master therapists. The text progresses step-by-step
through marriage and family essentials, describing in detail the systemic mindset and basic
terminology used by the marriage and family therapist. Interviews with such master therapists as
Albert Ellis, David V. Keith, and Mariana Martinez—who each provide commentary on a single case
study—give readers the opportunity to observe different models in action, clarifying theory and
practice simultaneously. Instructive templates for each model illuminate the nuts and bolts of the
therapy process and help instructors bring content to life, so students can visualize and practice the
process. The updated third edition presents new interviews with master therapists, a new case study
that reflects the modern-day client, and a section on social justice in each chapter. Also featured in
the third edition are links to valuable new websites, recommended reading for in-depth study of each
model, and an updated Instructor Manual, Test Bank, and Instructor Chapter PowerPoints. Audio
and Video content are also available for chapters focusing on therapy models to dive deeper into
practical application, interviews, and role play. New to the Third Edition: New chapters on social
justice, teletherapy practices, marriage and family therapy in times of crisis including COVID-19,
and the advantages of an accredited program New interviews with master therapists who are
evolving the systemic mindset, including an updated case study that reflects the contemporary client
A section on social justice for each therapy model Audio and video content with interviews,
discussions, and role play to enhance learning Key Features: Provides a guiding template for each
model from assessment through termination Introduces the theory, history, theoretical assumptions,
techniques, and components of each paradigm Delivers numerous interviews, case study
commentaries, and analyses by prominent master therapists Provides theory and practice on
supervision, research, ethics, and self-care of the therapist
  sue johnson emotionally focused couples therapy: Emotionally Focused Couple Therapy
For Dummies Brent Bradley, James Furrow, 2013-07-15 A practical, down-to-earth guide to using
the world's most successful approach to couple therapy One of the most successful therapeutic
approaches to healing dysfunctional relationships, emotionally focused couple therapy provides
clients with powerful insights into how and why they may be suppressing their emotions and teaches
them practical ways to deal with those feelings more constructively for improved relationships.
Unlike cognitive-behavioural therapy, which provides effective short-term coping skills, emotionally
focused therapy often is prescribed as a second-stage treatment for couples with lingering emotional
difficulties. Emotionally Focused Couple Therapy For Dummies introduces readers to this
ground-breaking therapy, offering simple, proven strategies and tools for dealing with problems with



bonding, attachment and emotions, the universal cornerstones of healthy relationships. An
indispensable resource for readers who would like to manage their relationship problems
independently through home study Delivers powerful techniques for dealing with unpleasant
emotions, rather than repressing them and for responding constructively to complex relationship
issues The perfect introduction to EFT basics for therapists considering expanding their practices to
include emotionally focused therapy methods Packed with fascinating and instructive case studies
and examples of EFT in action, from the authors' case files Provides valuable guidance on finding,
selecting and working with the right EFT certified therapist
  sue johnson emotionally focused couples therapy: Emotionally Focused Therapy for
Couples Leslie S. Greenberg, Susan M. Johnson, 1988-10-07 This influential volume provides a
comprehensive introduction to emotionally focused therapy (EFT): its theoretical foundations,
techniques, and clinical practice. EFT is a structured approach to couple therapy that integrates
intrapsychic and interpersonal perspectives to help couples create new, more satisfying interactional
patterns. Since the original publication of this book, EFT has been implemented and tested with
growing numbers of couples in a wide range of settings. The authors, who codeveloped the
approach, illuminate the power of emotional experience in relationships and in the process of
therapeutic change. The book is richly illustrated with case examples and session transcripts.
  sue johnson emotionally focused couples therapy: Emotionally Focused Therapy
Workbook for Couples Eolande Helen Blackwood, 2024 Emotionally Focused Workbook for
Couples: A 52-Week Workbook to Deepen Bond and Rediscover Love Emotionally Focused Therapy
activities for couples Rediscover the Essence of Love, Week by Week. Every relationship deserves a
chance to flourish, to experience the highs of emotional bonding, and to find solace in each other's
arms. Introducing a 52-week journey that's meticulously crafted for couples seeking to fortify their
bond, revive their passion, and embrace a deeper understanding of one another. Features of This
Comprehensive Workbook: A Year of Emotional Exploration: Engage in a structured, week-by-week
roadmap, designed to address various facets of love, commitment, trust, and mutual growth.
Emotionally Focused Therapy (EFT) at Its Best: A pioneering approach in couples therapy, EFT
principles guide every exercise, ensuring each activity is rooted in proven therapeutic
methodologies. Reignite the Spark: Traverse this journey to not only revisit the foundational pillars
of your relationship but to fan the flames of passion, reminding you both why you fell in love in the
first place. Reflective Journaling Spaces: Every section provides ample space for you to jot down
your feelings, epiphanies, and the cherished moments that become milestones in your love journey.
Bonding Exercises and Activities: Dive deep into specially curated activities that challenge, inspire,
and bring couples closer than ever before. The Emotionally Focused Workbook for Couples isn't just
another relationship guide. It's a voyage, a dedication to the sanctity of love and the promises made.
As weeks unfold, find yourselves more attuned, more in love, and more connected. Key Points:
52-week couples therapy workbook - A comprehensive guide providing weekly exercises for couples
to enhance their communication, understanding, and relationship. Emotionally Focused Therapy
activities for couples - Activities based on EFT principles to help couples better understand their
emotions, improve emotional intelligence, and foster a deeper emotional connection. Workbook for
rediscovering love in marriage - A practical guide that helps couples reignite the passion and love in
their marriage through various exercises and activities. Year-long relationship building exercises for
couples - A series of exercises specifically designed to strengthen the bond between couples over the
course of a year. EFT principles in couples bonding journey - The application of Emotionally Focused
Therapy principles in helping couples navigate their relationship, fostering greater emotional
bonding. Guided journal for couples to strengthen bond - A journal with guided prompts aimed at
facilitating open communication, understanding, and strengthening the bond between couples.
Yearly relationship roadmap for deepening love - A step-by-step guide for couples, providing a
roadmap to deepen their love and intimacy over a year through various activities and exercises. Take
the first step towards a profound journey of love and understanding. Because your love story
deserves to be celebrated, cherished, and deeply felt.



  sue johnson emotionally focused couples therapy: The Couple, Marriage, and Family
Practitioner Stephen V. Flynn, 2023-02-25 This textbook purposefully, professionally, and politically
correctly covers CACREP standards and COAMFTE key elements and brings awareness to the
application of systemic models and techniques in today's world. Current day concerns such as
COVID-19, relevant social justice issues, and telebehavioral health are discussed along with ethical
implications to help develop appropriate and timely systemic skills. Educators who are seeking a
resource that provides an excellent and objective presentation of systemic history, ethics, skills,
current issues, and even current topics more specifically related to youth will find this the ideal
resource. Tracy Baldo Senstock, PhD Associate Dean, School of Counseling Walden University
Delivers the knowledge and skills to help today's diverse clients in an increasingly complex world
Sweeping in breadth and depth, this is the most comprehensive guide available to examine
contemporary issues and interventions in couple, marriage, and family therapy. Designed for
masters and doctoral level students, it helps clinicians to examine their professional identity; family
systems and systems theory; current issues facing today’s families, couples, and children; and how
to apply skills, interventions, and assessments to provide optimal service to clients. The book is
distinguished by its focus on the intersection of marriage and family therapy and the counseling
professions. Also included is key information about multiculturalism, intersectionality, nontraditional
families, and other social justice issues as well as a dedicated chapter centered on working with
people of color and underrepresented couples and families. The text also covers issues affecting
today's youth and relevant youth-based skills, interventions, and assessments; and contemporary
issues related to crisis, disaster, mental health, technology, and telebehavioral health. Voices from
the Field sections from diverse practitioners underscore important information. Each chapter
provides clear definitions, descriptions, and relevant scholarship along with activities and examples
showcasing the use of systemic theory, contextual issues, major interventions, relevant technology,
and skills. Instructors will have access to an Instructor's Manual, a Test Bank, and chapter
PowerPoints. Key Features: Delivers an in-depth exploration of family-based issues, theories, and
skills related to diversity, multiculturalism, intersectionality, and racism/discrimination Examines
professional identity, the connection between contemporary issues and systemic theory, professional
organizations, practice-based information, and more Uniquely addresses the integration of
foundational counseling skills and systematic interventions Presents Voices from the Field,
first-person accounts from diverse clinicians working with people of color, LGBTQIA+ clientele, and
other underrepresented populations Each chapter includes student activities and additional
resources to facilitate learning The Instructor's Manual provides a detailed matrix indicating how
the text maps to CACREP and COAMFTE accreditation standards
  sue johnson emotionally focused couples therapy: Created for Connection Dr. Sue
Johnson, Kenneth Sanderfer, 2016-10-04 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is
love. -- 1 John 4:8 Are you looking to enrich a healthy relationship, revitalize a tired one, or rescue
one gone awry? Do you yearn to grow closer to God, and to further incorporate Him and His
teachings into your marriage? We all want a lifetime of love, support, and faith. But sometimes we
need a little help. Enter Dr. Sue Johnson, developer of Emotionally Focused Therapy (EFT) and the
best couple therapist in the world, according to bestselling relationship expert Dr. John Gottman. In
Created For Connection, Dr. Johnson and Kenneth Sanderfer, a leading EFT practitioner in the
Christian community, share Johnson's groundbreaking and remarkably successful program for
creating stronger, more secure relationships not only between partners, but between us and God.
The message of Created For Connection is simple: Forget about learning how to argue better,
analyzing your early childhood, or making grand romantic gestures. Instead, get to the emotional
underpinnings of your relationship by recognizing that you are attached to and dependent on your
partner in much the same way that a child is on a parent, and we are on the Heavenly Father, for
nurturing, soothing, and protection. The way to enhance or save our relationships with each other
and with God is to be open, attuned, responsive, and to reestablish safe emotional connection. Filled
with Bible verses, inspiring real-life stories, and guidance, Created For Connection will ensure a



lifetime of love.
  sue johnson emotionally focused couples therapy: Introduction to Attachment Theory in
Practice Elisabeth Johann , Sophie Franz, 2024-03-08 Attachment Theory in Practice: Unveiling the
Power of Emotionally Focused Therapy (EFT) for Individuals, Couples, and Families Attachment
Theory Workbook for Couple, Individuals and Families. In the intricate tapestry of human
relationships, the threads of attachment form the patterns we recognize as love, trust, and security.
But what happens when these patterns become tangled by miscommunication, trauma, or
deep-seated fears? Attachment Theory in Practice offers a transformative lens to understand,
untangle, and strengthen these bonds. Drawing upon the foundational principles of attachment
theory, this book introduces readers to the transformative power of Emotionally Focused Therapy
(EFT). With a delicate balance of theory and application, it delves deep into the heart of relational
dynamics, revealing the emotional landscapes that shape our most intimate bonds. Inside, you'll
discover: A comprehensive exploration of attachment theory and its profound implications for human
relationships. The principles and techniques of EFT, a therapeutic approach rooted in decades of
research and clinical practice. Real-life case studies that illuminate the healing journey of
individuals, couples, and families. Practical strategies and interventions tailored to address diverse
relational challenges. Whether you're a therapist seeking to enhance your practice, a student of
psychology, or simply someone eager to understand the dance of human connection, this book offers
invaluable insights and tools. Dive in and discover the art and science of building secure, resilient
relationships. Key Highlights: Couple Dynamics: Dive into specialized Emotionally Focused Therapy
techniques tailored for couples. Modern Applications: Explore the relevance and application of
Attachment Theory in contemporary therapeutic practices. Family Healing: Uncover EFT's potent
strategies designed to foster healing and deeper connections within families. Attachment Styles
Decoded: Gain a comprehensive understanding of different attachment styles and their implications
in therapy. Individual Benefits: Discover the transformative benefits of Emotionally Focused Therapy
for individual well-being. Relationship Guide: Equip yourself with a practical guide that harnesses
Attachment Theory to enhance and understand relationships. Strengthening Bonds: Learn about
EFT's targeted interventions that aim to fortify and rejuvenate family bonds. Unlock the power of
Emotionally Focused Therapy and let the journey to deeper connection and healing begin.
  sue johnson emotionally focused couples therapy: Mindfulness and Acceptance in
Couple and Family Therapy Diane R. Gehart, 2012-03-30 This book reviews the research and
philosophical foundations for using mindfulness, acceptance, and Buddhist psychology in couple and
family therapy. It also provides a detailed and practical approach for putting these ideas into action
in the therapy room, including a mindful approach to therapeutic relationships, case
conceptualization, treatment planning, teaching meditation, and intervention.
  sue johnson emotionally focused couples therapy: An Emotionally Focused Workbook
for Couples Veronica Kallos-Lilly, Jennifer Fitzgerald, 2014-08-13 This workbook is intended for use
with couples who want to enhance their emotional connection or overcome their relationship
distress. It is recommended for use with couples pursuing Emotionally Focused Therapy (EFT). It
closely follows the course of treatment and is designed so that clinicians can easily integrate guided
reading and reflections into the therapeutic process. The material is presented in a recurring format:
Read, Reflect, and Discuss. Readings help couples look at their relationship through an attachment
lens, walking them through the step-by-step process of creating a secure relationship bond. 33
Reflections invite readers to engage with the material personally, expanding their own awareness
and ability to tune into their partner. Discussion sections suggest relationship-building exercises and
a framework for conversations that promote safety, disclosure, and engagement. Case examples,
along with informative illustrations, are scattered throughout the book to validate, illustrate, and
inspire couples along their journey. Clinicians conversant with EFT can use this workbook to extend
the effectiveness of their work with couples by giving them structured tasks to work on between
sessions. For clinicians training in EFT, the book can guide them in staying focused on the EFT
roadmap and illuminate how important change events unfold.



  sue johnson emotionally focused couples therapy: An Introduction to Marriage and Family
Therapy Joseph L. Wetchler, Lorna L. Hecker, 2014-08-27 Now in its second edition, this text
introduces readers to the rich history and practice of Marriage and Family Therapy, with 32
professionals from across the US presenting their knowledge in their areas of expertise. This blend
of approaches and styles gives this text a unique voice and makes it a comprehensive resource for
graduate students taking their first course in Marriage and Family Therapy. The book is divided into
three sections: Part 1 focuses on the components on which 21st century family therapy is based and
summarizes the most recent changes made to not only therapeutic interventions, but to the very
concept of “family.” Part 2 presents an overview of the 7 major theoretical models of the field:
structural, strategic, Milan, social constructionist, experiential, transgenerational, and
cognitive-behavioral family therapy. Each chapter in this section • Focuses on the founder of the
theory, its theoretical tenants, and its key techniques • Shows how the model focuses on diversity •
Presents the research that supports the approach Part 3 addresses specific treatment areas that are
common to marriage and family therapists, such as sex therapy, pre-marital therapy, research, and
ethics and legal issues. As an introduction to the field of Marriage and Family Therapy, this volume
stands above the rest. Not only will readers gain an understanding of the rich history of the field and
its techniques, but they will also see a complete picture of the context in which families are
embedded, such as gender, culture, spirituality, and sexual orientation. This knowledge is the key to
understanding what differentiates Marriage and Family Therapy from individual psychotherapy.
Glossaries, case studies, tables, figures, and appendices appear generously throughout the text to
present this information and give students a thorough overview to prepare them for their
professional lives.
  sue johnson emotionally focused couples therapy: The Couples Paradox William C. Shearer,
Robin L. Shearer, 2023-06-20 Bill and Robin Shearer have specialized in working with couples for
four decades. They are dedicated to helping couples overcome relational difficulties and move
beyond stress, anxiety, anger, fear, and depression to deeply satisfying connection. Together, they
have developed Mindful Choices Couples Therapy for a lasting relational transformation. Mindful
Choices Couples Therapy was created out of the Shearers’ recognition that relational well-being and
thriving are multifaceted and rooted in awareness, choice, and healthy habit development. When
mindful awareness is coupled with making great choices, and systematically practicing those choices
to the point of powerful and enduring lifelong habits, relational well-being and thriving result. It’s
transformative, and Mindful Choices Couples Therapy is designed to systematically bring about that
transformation. This book is about the application of Mindful Choices Couples Therapy to helping
couples resolve “The Couples Paradox. If you are like most people, you have a natural tendency to
respond when emotionally triggered in ways that are unhelpful to the relationship — even though
being connected and securely attached is your biggest need. The heart of Mindful Choices Couples
Therapy is an incremental, step-by-step mastery of 10 Mindful Choice areas, all interconnected and
all having great impact on couple well-being. The focus is on assessment-based awareness and
systematic and focused practice using knowledge derived from neuroscience as well as many other
powerful tools for change. We call our systematic habit development “Habitualizing.” For the past 10
years, the Shearers have used Mindful Choices Couples Therapy with hundreds of couples. The
results far exceed anything they and their clients experienced when the focus was on merely
reducing conflict and relational stress utilizing traditional approaches.
  sue johnson emotionally focused couples therapy: Modern Psychotherapies Stanton L.
Jones, Richard E. Butman, 2012-12-05 Stanton Jones and Richard Butman present an updated
edition of their comprehensive appraisal of modern psychotherapies. With new chapters on
preventative intervention strategies and the person of the Christian psychotherapist, Modern
Psychotherapiesremains an indispensible tool for therapists and students.
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