manual 360 photo booth

Manual 360 Photo Booth: A Fresh Take on Event Photography

manual 360 photo booth technology has been gaining traction in the event and
photography industry, offering a dynamic way to capture moments from every angle. Unlike
automated systems, a manual 360 photo booth allows for a hands-on approach to creating
immersive and engaging visual content. Whether you're organizing a wedding, corporate
event, or a lively party, understanding the nuances of a manual 360 photo booth can
elevate the guest experience and produce unforgettable memories.

What Is a Manual 360 Photo Booth?

At its core, a manual 360 photo booth is a setup that captures a 360-degree view of
subjects using a camera mounted on a rotating platform or rig, operated manually rather
than through automated machinery. This setup can range from a simple turntable
combined with a DSLR or smartphone to more sophisticated rigs controlled by an operator
who physically spins the platform or camera.

Unlike automated 360 photo booths, which rely on motors and programmed rotations, the
manual version gives the photographer or event staff full control over the speed, angle, and

timing of the capture. This can result in more personalized and creative shots, as the
operator can adjust the movement to emphasize certain poses or expressions.

How Does a Manual 360 Photo Booth Work?

Understanding how a manual 360 photo booth functions is essential to appreciating its
uniqgue benefits. Typically, the system involves a few key components:

¢ Rotating Platform: A sturdy base where guests stand or pose. This platform is
manually spun to capture a full 360-degree view.

e Camera Setup: Usually a DSLR or mirrorless camera mounted on a tripod or rig,
positioned to capture the subject from all sides.

e Lighting: Proper lighting is crucial, often involving ring lights or softboxes to ensure
consistent illumination during rotation.

e Operator Control: Unlike automated booths, the rotation speed and camera
triggering are controlled manually, allowing for creative direction.

The operator spins the platform slowly while the camera takes rapid shots or records video,



which can then be stitched together to create a seamless 360-degree image or interactive
video.

Benefits of Manual Control

Manual control offers several advantages:

e Customization: Operators can adjust the rotation speed to suit the mood or style of
the shoot.

* Creative Flexibility: More room for experimenting with angles, lighting adjustments,
and guest posing.

e Cost-Effectiveness: Manual setups are generally less expensive than automated
systems, making them accessible for smaller events or startups.

¢ Reliability: Fewer mechanical parts mean less chance of technical failure during
critical moments.

Why Choose a Manual 360 Photo Booth for Your
Event?

If you're considering options for event photography, a manual 360 photo booth stands out
for its interactive and engaging features. Here’s why it can be a fantastic choice:

Engagement and Guest Experience

A key aspect of any event is how much fun guests have. The manual 360 photo booth
encourages participation by inviting guests to jump on the platform, strike poses, and
watch as they’re captured from all directions. This interactive element adds excitement
that traditional photo booths can lack.

Unique Visual Content

The images and videos produced by 360 photo booths are eye-catching and versatile. They
can be shared on social media, embedded on websites, or used as marketing materials.
With manual operation, you can tailor the output to align with your brand's aesthetics or
the event’s theme.



Adaptability

Manual 360 photo booths can be adapted for various event sizes and settings. Whether it’s
a small indoor gathering or a large outdoor festival, the equipment can be scaled and
adjusted to fit the space and logistical needs.

Setting Up a Manual 360 Photo Booth: Tips and
Tricks

Creating a successful manual 360 photo booth experience requires more than just spinning
a platform and snapping pictures. Here are some practical tips to get the best results:

Choose the Right Equipment

Invest in a sturdy turntable or rotating platform that can support different weight ranges.
The camera should have a fast shutter speed and good resolution to capture crisp images
during rotation.

Lighting Matters

Consistent and balanced lighting prevents shadows and highlights from ruining the 360
effect. Using diffused lights reduces harsh reflections and creates a flattering look for
subjects.

Practice Smooth Rotation

The key to seamless 360 photos is a smooth and steady spin. Practice controlling the
platform’s rotation speed to avoid jerky movements that can disrupt the final output.

Prepare Your Guests

Give clear instructions to participants on how to pose and what to expect. This helps them
feel comfortable and results in more natural and dynamic photos.

Post-Processing and Software

After capturing the shots, stitching the images or editing the video is essential for the 360
effect. Utilize software designed for panoramic or 360-degree photo editing to enhance



quality and add interactive features.

Comparing Manual and Automated 360 Photo
Booths

While manual 360 photo booths offer flexibility, it’'s worth considering how they stack up
against automated systems.

Pros of Manual 360 Photo Booths

e Lower Cost: Typically cheaper to set up and maintain.
e Creative Control: Operators can fine-tune the process on the spot.

* Reliability: Fewer mechanical parts reduce the risk of breakdowns.

Cons of Manual 360 Photo Booths

* Requires Skilled Operators: The quality depends heavily on the operator’s
experience.

e Slower Process: Manual rotation may take longer per shot compared to automated
setups.

e Limited Repeatability: Consistency can be a challenge if multiple shots are needed.

When Automation Makes Sense

For large-scale events or high-volume photo sessions, automated 360 photo booths can
speed up the process and provide uniform results. However, for more intimate or bespoke
settings, manual operation often shines.

Creative Uses for Manual 360 Photo Booths

Beyond traditional event photography, manual 360 photo booths open doors to innovative



applications:

e Product Photography: Showcase products in full 360-degree views for e-commerce
sites.

e Fashion Shoots: Capture garments from every angle to highlight design details.

e Virtual Reality Content: Create immersive experiences by integrating 360 images
into VR platforms.

e Social Media Campaigns: Generate shareable content that stands out in crowded
feeds.

Final Thoughts on Embracing Manual 360 Photo
Booths

The manual 360 photo booth brings a blend of creativity, engagement, and affordability to
the table. Its hands-on nature allows operators to inject personality and bespoke touches
into every capture, making it a compelling choice for those who want more than just a
snapshot. Whether you're a photographer looking to diversify your offerings or an event
planner aiming to dazzle guests, exploring manual 360 photo booth setups can open up
exciting new possibilities in capturing moments from every angle.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a manual 360 photo booth?

A manual 360 photo booth is a photography setup where users or operators manually
rotate the camera or the platform to capture 360-degree images or videos around a
subject.

How does a manual 360 photo booth work?

It works by placing the subject in the center and manually rotating the camera or the
platform to take sequential photos or videos from different angles, which are then stitched
together to create a 360-degree view.

What are the advantages of a manual 360 photo booth
over automated ones?

Manual 360 photo booths are typically more affordable, easy to set up, and allow greater
control over the shooting process, making them ideal for small events or businesses on a



budget.

Can a manual 360 photo booth be used for events and
parties?

Yes, manual 360 photo booths are popular at events and parties as they provide interactive
and engaging photo experiences for guests with dynamic 360-degree images or videos.

What equipment is needed to set up a manual 360
photo booth?

Basic equipment includes a camera or smartphone, a rotatable platform or turntable, a
tripod or mounting rig, lighting, and software for stitching and editing the 360-degree
photos or videos.

Is specialized software required for a manual 360 photo
booth?

Yes, specialized software is often needed to stitch the sequential images or videos into a
seamless 360-degree output and to provide interactive viewing options for users.

How much does a manual 360 photo booth typically
cost?

Costs vary widely depending on the equipment and software used, but manual 360 photo
booths generally range from a few hundred to a few thousand dollars, making them more
affordable than fully automated systems.

Can manual 360 photo booths be used for commercial
purposes?

Absolutely, many businesses use manual 360 photo booths for product photography,
marketing campaigns, real estate virtual tours, and immersive social media content
creation.

What skills are needed to operate a manual 360 photo
booth?

Basic photography knowledge, familiarity with camera settings, patience for manual
rotation and shooting, and understanding of 360-degree photo stitching software are
essential skills for operating a manual 360 photo booth.

How can | improve the quality of photos taken with a
manual 360 photo booth?

Use consistent lighting, stabilize the camera and platform, ensure smooth and steady



rotation, use high-resolution cameras, and carefully stitch images with quality software to
improve the final 360-degree photo quality.

Additional Resources

Manual 360 Photo Booth: A Detailed Professional Review

manual 360 photo booth systems have steadily gained traction in the event photography
industry, offering a unique blend of interactive experiences and creative content capture.
Unlike automated or motorized 360 photo booths that rely on robotic arms or turntables,
the manual variant requires physical operation to rotate the camera or platform, giving
users or operators greater control over the capture process. This article explores the
nuances of manual 360 photo booths, evaluating their features, usability, and place in the
competitive landscape of event photography technology.

Understanding the Manual 360 Photo Booth
Concept

At its core, a manual 360 photo booth is a setup designed to capture 360-degree images or
videos by manually rotating the camera or the subject platform. This rotation can be
achieved through a hand-crank, swivel base, or a simple turntable mechanism. The purpose
is to produce immersive, panoramic content that captures a full circle view, often used for
dynamic event coverage such as weddings, corporate functions, or promotional activities.

The manual aspect distinguishes these booths from their automated counterparts by
offering tactile control over the rotation speed and direction. This can result in more
bespoke and creative shots, tailored to the subject’s comfort and the desired aesthetic
effect.

How Manual 360 Photo Booths Operate

Operation typically involves a stationary camera mounted on a rig or tripod and a platform
that hosts the subjects. The platform or the camera is then physically rotated by an
operator or the participants. This process requires a steady hand and precise timing to
ensure smooth motion and consistent image quality.

Some manual setups incorporate a rotating base equipped with a bearing system to
facilitate smoother spins, while others rely on simpler DIY approaches. Additionally, the
camera used is often a DSLR or mirrorless model paired with a fisheye lens or multiple
cameras arranged to capture the entire 360-degree field.



Key Features and Technical Specifications

When assessing manual 360 photo booths, several technical aspects stand out:
e Rotation Mechanism: Manual turntables, swivel mounts, or hand-cranked rigs that
allow physical rotation.

e Camera Compatibility: Supports a wide range of cameras, from professional DSLRs
to advanced smartphones with 360-degree capture apps.

* Image Resolution: Dependent on the camera used; higher resolution cameras yield
more detailed 360 content.

e Lighting Setup: Often paired with adjustable LED panels or ring lights to ensure
even illumination during rotation.

e Portability: Many manual booths are designed for easy transport and quick
assembly, making them suitable for on-location shoots.

The absence of motorized parts reduces mechanical complexity, potentially lowering
maintenance requirements and the risk of malfunction during an event.

Advantages of Manual Over Automated 360 Photo
Booths

The manual 360 photo booth brings several advantages to the table:
1. Cost Efficiency: Manual systems are generally more affordable due to the lack of
motors and electronic controls.

2. Greater Control: Operators can adjust rotation speed and angle in real-time,
allowing for more creative freedom.

3. Reliability: Fewer moving parts reduce the likelihood of technical failures, which is
crucial during live events.

4. Customization: Easier to modify or adapt the setup to different event spaces or
specific client demands.

However, these benefits come with trade-offs, particularly in terms of labor intensity and
consistency.



Challenges and Limitations of Manual 360 Photo
Booths

While versatility and control are key strengths, manual 360 photo booths also present
operational challenges:

e Operator Skill Requirement: Smooth, consistent rotation demands a practiced
hand; inexperienced users may produce shaky or uneven footage.

e Physical Effort: Continuous manual rotation can be tiring during long events or
multiple sessions.

e Speed Constraints: Achieving very fast or precise rotations is more difficult
compared to motor-driven booths.

e Scalability: Manual setups may not be ideal for high-volume events requiring rapid
turnover between participants.

These factors can influence the choice between manual and automated systems depending
on event scale and client expectations.

Comparative Overview: Manual vs. Automated 360
Photo Booths

To better understand the positioning of manual 360 photo booths, a comparative lens is
useful:

Automated 360 Photo Booth

Aspect Manual 360 Photo Booth
Cost Lower upfront investment Higher cost due to motors and controls
Requires regular servicing of motors and
Maintenance Minimal mechanical maintenance electronics
Full manual control over rotation Preset ro?:atlon speeds, less operator
Control intervention

speed and frame capture

Operational . . User-friendly, often automated capture
Complexity Requires skilled operator

. Typically more portable and Heavier due to motors and electronics
Portability ligﬁtwei}g;ht p

This comparison highlights that while manual 360 photo booths serve well in bespoke,
lower-scale contexts, automated options might be preferable for high-demand, fast-paced



environments.

Market Applications and User Scenarios

Manual 360 photo booths are particularly favored by photographers and event planners
who prioritize creative input and flexibility. They are often utilized in:

* Weddings and Private Celebrations: Where personalized photo experiences are
valued.
e Corporate Events: For interactive brand activations with controlled environments.

e Art Installations and Exhibitions: Offering an artisanal, hands-on approach to 360-
degree photography.

e Pop-up Booths: Due to their ease of transport and setup.

In each case, the ability to tailor the experience to the event’'s unique dynamics is a key
advantage.

Emerging Trends in Manual 360 Photography

With advancements in camera technology and software integration, manual 360 photo
booths are evolving. Innovations include:

* Integration with Mobile Apps: Enabling instant editing and sharing of 360 content
directly from smartphones.

e Hybrid Setups: Combining manual rotation with electronic stabilization for smoother
footage.

* Augmented Reality (AR) Enhancements: Overlaying interactive elements onto
360 images captured manually.

These trends suggest that manual 360 photo booths remain relevant and adaptable within
a rapidly shifting technological landscape.

The manual 360 photo booth represents a compelling choice for professionals seeking a
balance between affordability, creative control, and practical portability. While it may not fit
every event’s demands, its unique attributes ensure it continues to hold an important niche
in 360-degree photography solutions.
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manual 360 photo booth: iPad: The Missing Manual ].D. Biersdorfer, 2012-11-21 Apple’s
wildly popular iPad and new iPad Mini come jam-packed with features, like access to your media
library from the Web, Siri voice control, and seamless Facebook and Twitter integration. But to tap
your iPad’s potential, you need a trustworthy owner’s manual. This bestselling book shows you how
to import, create, and play back media; sync and shop wirelessly; keep in touch over the Internet;
and even take care of business. In addition, you'll find full coverage of iTunes 11, Apple's newly
updated media manager. The important stuff you need to know: Take your media with you. Fill your
iPad with music, photos, movies, TV shows, games, ebooks, and podcasts. Tap new features in email.
Create VIP and Flagged mailboxes, and insert photos or videos into messages on the fly. Get online.
Surf at warp speed with the streamlined Safari browser and the iPad’s new ultrafast WiFi connection
or 4G LTE network. Post to Facebook and Twitter. Update your status right from the iPad’s Camera,
Photos, Maps, and Game Center apps. Make photos public. Share selected photos over iCloud. Find
your way with Maps. Get turn-by-turn directions, soar over cityscapes in 3D, and read embedded
Yelp reviews. Dictate email. Speak email messages and notes and have your iPad type them up.
Stream with Airplay. Take stunning photos and HD video, and wirelessly beam the results to your
big-screen TV.

manual 360 photo booth: Switching to the Mac David Pogue, 2016 Those who have made the
switch from a Windows PC to a Mac have made Switching to the Mac: The Missing Manual a
runaway bestseller. The latest edition of this guide delivers what Apple doesn't-everything you need
to know to successfully and painlessly move your files and adapt to Mac's way of doing things.
Written with wit and objectivity by Missing Manual series creator and bestselling author David
Pogue, this book will have you up and running on your new Mac in no time.

manual 360 photo booth: macOS Mojave: The Missing Manual David Pogue, 2018-12-20
Answers found here! Apple’s latest Mac software, macOS Mojave, is a glorious boxcar full of new
features and refinements. What'’s still not included, though, is a single page of printed instructions.
Fortunately, David Pogue is back, delivering the expertise and humor that have made this the #1
bestselling Mac book for 18 years straight. The important stuff you need to know Big-ticket changes.
The stunning new Dark Mode. Self-tidying desktop stacks. FaceTime video calls with up to 32
people. New screen-recording tools. If Apple has it, this book covers it. Apps. This book also
demystifies the 50 programs that come with the Mac, including the four new ones in Mojave: News,
Stocks, Home, and Voice Memos. Shortcuts. This must be the tippiest, trickiest Mac book ever
written. Undocumented surprises await on every page. Power users. Security, networking, remote
access, file sharing with Windows—this one witty, expert guide makes it all crystal clear. MacOS
Mojave gives the Mac more polish, power, and pep— and in your hands, you hold the ultimate guide
to unlocking its potential.

manual 360 photo booth: OS X El Capitan: The Missing Manual David Pogue, 2015-11-16
El Capitain brings something big and welcome to OS X: speed. Pogue brings you the stuff you need
to know, from information about split screen mode and smaller enhancements to updates on
networking, remote access, and more. It's the ultimate guide to unlocking El Capitan's potential.--

manual 360 photo booth: MacOS High Sierra: The Missing Manual David Pogue,
2018-01-31 With High Sierra, Apple has taken its macOS operating system to new heights. From
Apple’s efficient new file system to improved video streaming and support for virtual reality, this
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latest macOS version provides features improve your experience. And once again, David Pogue
brings his humor and expertise to the #1 bestselling Mac book. Whether you're a developer or a
home-user, this guide offers a wealth of detail on Apple’s macOS 10.13 operating system, this new
edition covers everything High Sierra has to offer. Perfect for newcomers. Get crystal-clear, jargon-
free introductions to the best and brightest macOS apps, including Siri, Safari, iCloud, FaceTime,
and AirDrop. Get the whole picture. Learn more efficient ways to navigate, organize, and edit your
photos with new features in the Photos app. Go in-depth. Take advantage of Apple’s new graphics
technology, and its support for virtual reality.Gain real insight. David Pogue doesn't just tell you how
to use macOS features. You'll also learn why to use them—and how to avoid common pitfalls.i

manual 360 photo booth: macOS Catalina: The Missing Manual David Pogue, 2019-12-03
Apple gives macOS new features and improvements right on your desktop and under the hood with
Catalina—aka OS X 10.15. With this updated guide, you'll learn how to use your iPad as a second
screen, work with iPad apps on your Mac, and use Screen Time on your Mac. This new edition of the
#1 bestselling Mac book shows you how to use the revamped apps for Music, Podcasts, and TV.
Loaded with illustrations, step-by-step instructions, tips, and tricks, this book from David
Pogue—Missing Manual series creator, New York Times columnist, and Emmy-winning tech
correspondent for CNBC, CBS, and NPR—covers everything Catalina has to offer with lots of humor
and technical insight.

manual 360 photo booth: [Pad: The Missing Manual David Pogue, 2014-11-20 iOS 8 for the
iPad is the biggest iOS release ever, and this all-new Missing Manual includes everything you need
to know about iPad’s exciting features and new user interface. Missing Manual series creator David
Pogue takes you on a guided iPad tour, complete with step-by-step instructions, crystal-clear
explanations, and lots of tips, tricks, and surprises along the way. Learn how to sync and work on
any file anywhere, on any device, with iCloud Drive Use Family Sharing to circulate your calendars,
photos, iBooks, and iTunes and App Store purchases with those closest to you Track your activity,
heart rate, and other fitness information with Health Connect to your other iOS devices and Mac like
never before with Handoff, Messages, and Instant Hotspot With this beautiful full-color and easy-to-
use book, you’ll discover how to get the most out of your iPad—everything from Web browsing to
watching videos.

manual 360 photo booth: OS X Yosemite: The Missing Manual David Pogue, 2014-12-19 With
Yosemite, Apple has unleashed the most innovative version of OS X yet—and once again, David
Pogue brings his expertise and humor to the #1 bestselling Mac book. Mac OS X 10.10 includes
more innovations from the iPad and adds a variety of new features throughout the operating system.
This updated edition covers it all with something new on practically every page. Get the scoop on
Yosemite’s big-ticket changes Learn enhancements to existing applications, such as Safari and Mail
Take advantage of shortcuts and undocumented tricks Use power user tips for networking, file
sharing, and building your own services

manual 360 photo booth: The Complete Photo Manual The Editors of Popular Photography,
2017-10-17 Focus on capturing the best images ever with tips from choosing the right gear to
composition to processing—plus tutorials and updated software advice. This comprehensive, all-in-
one guide demystifies today’s DSLRs and ILCs, walking you through their basic functions and setting
you up for photo-making success, as well as offering creative projects for more advanced
photographers. From setting a proper exposure to Photoshopping images together into clever
composites, The Complete Photo Manual Revised Edition has you covered! With chapters on:
Camera Basics: Take a crash course in exposure, focus, aperture, shutter speed, white balance, and
more so you can master the fundamentals. Composition & Shooting: Get out there and start
shooting! This chapter helps you pick subjects, compose on the fly, work your camera settings as you
go, correct for problematic situations, use a tripod, choose the right lens for your scene, and explore
different storytelling idioms. Setup & Gear: Graduate to a more robust photography kit with
discussions of lights, light modifiers, and more. Here, you'll learn how to shoot more ambitious
portraits, still lifes, and action shots. Photo Editing & Beyond:Make your photos even better with



tried-and-tested tutorials in Photoshop and Lightroom, plus quick tips and image organization hacks.

manual 360 photo booth: Mac OS X. Snow Leopard. Missing manual David Pogue, 2010

manual 360 photo booth: OS X Mountain Lion Portable Genius Dwight Spivey, 2012-08-20
Essential tips and techniques on the Mac OS X features you use most! If you want the kind of hip,
friendly help you'd get from friends on how to get the most of out of Mac OS X Mountain Lion, this is
the guide you need. Jump right into the coolest new Mac OS X features like Game Center, Messages,
and Notification, or get a better handle on the basic tools and shortcuts that will help keep your
mountain cat purring. From customizing to using multimedia to syncing your Mac to other devices,
this book saves you time and hassle, avoids fluff, and covers what you want to know most. New
addition to the hip, savvy Portable Genius series of books that helps you get the very most out of
your Apple lifestyle Provides essential facts, tips, techniques, and shortcuts Helps you jump right
into cool new Mac OX X features, such as Game Center, Messages, and Notification Covers Mac OS
X and Mac computer basics, including customizing your computer and workspace, troubleshooting
and maintaining your Mac, browsing and manipulating images and multimedia, listening to music
and Podcasts, and more Explains how to work with and connect peripherals, copy music to an iPod,
add a printer, and sync a Mac to other devices Enjoy your new Mac OS X Mac to the max with Mac
OS X Portable Genius.

manual 360 photo booth: Guide to Microforms in Print , 1998

manual 360 photo booth: Aeroplane Production Year Book and Manual George William
Williamson, 1943

manual 360 photo booth: Asha American Speech-Language-Hearing Association, 1985-07

manual 360 photo booth: Subject Guide to Books in Print, 1993

manual 360 photo booth: AV Guide , 1939

manual 360 photo booth: Billboard , 1954-02-06 In its 114th year, Billboard remains the
world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.

manual 360 photo booth: Photography John Ingledew, 2005 John Ingledew: Photography
provides a basic introduction for students across the visual arts. This accessible, inspirational guide
to creative photography explores the subjects and themes that have always obsessed photographers
and explains technique in a clear and simple way. Embracing the whole spectrum of photography
from traditional to digital, it introduces the work of the masters of the art as well as showing fresh,
dynamic images created by young photographers from all over the world. An essential resource, the
book also provides a valuable overview of careers in photography and a comprehensive reference
section, including a glossary of technical vocabulary.--BOOK JACKET.

manual 360 photo booth: Mount Clemens Harness Association v. Racing Commissioner,
360 MICH 467 (1960) , 1960 62

manual 360 photo booth: Photogrammetric Engineering , 1968 Includes lists of members
of the Society.
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corporate events,

360-Degree Photo Booths Offer a New Spin on Selfies at Tourist Attractions (The New York
Times11mon) Whirling 360-degree photo booths have gone from red carpets to bat mitzvahs to
tourist sites like the Cradle of Humankind. Whirling 360-degree photo booths have gone from red
carpets to bat mitzvahs
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Brockton woman creates 'unforgettable' events with 360 photo booth biz (The Enterprise2y)
BROCKTON — A thought a friend planted in Rita DaSilva's mind flourished into a budding new
business venture, Elite Images. The 360 photo booth business started in September 2021 when the
Brockton

Brockton woman creates 'unforgettable' events with 360 photo booth biz (The Enterprise2y)
BROCKTON — A thought a friend planted in Rita DaSilva's mind flourished into a budding new
business venture, Elite Images. The 360 photo booth business started in September 2021 when the
Brockton

Back to Home: https://old.rga.ca



https://old.rga.ca

