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Definition of Modernism in Literature: Exploring a Revolutionary Movement

Definition of modernism in literature is a fascinating topic that opens the door to one of the most
transformative periods in literary history. Modernism, as a movement, reshaped the way writers
approached storytelling, language, and the representation of reality. It challenged traditional norms and
conventions, offering fresh perspectives that reflected the complexities of the rapidly changing world in
the late 19th and early 20th centuries. If you’re curious about what makes modernist literature distinct,
why it matters, and how it continues to influence writers today, this exploration will guide you through
its core principles, themes, and styles.

Understanding the Definition of Modernism in Literature

At its core, the definition of modernism in literature refers to a broad cultural movement that emerged as a
response to the profound social, technological, and philosophical upheavals of the late 19th and early 20th
centuries. Literature during this period moved away from the clarity, order, and realism characteristic of
Victorian and Romantic works. Instead, modernist writers sought to capture the fragmented, subjective,
and often chaotic experience of modern life.

Modernism is not confined to a single style or ideology. Rather, it is an umbrella term encompassing a
variety of experimental techniques and thematic concerns. These include stream of consciousness,
unreliable narrators, fragmented narrative structures, and an emphasis on inner psychological states. The
modernist ethos often reflects disillusionment with traditional values, skepticism about progress and
certainty, and a desire to break free from established literary conventions.

The Historical Context Behind Modernist Literature

To fully grasp the definition of modernism in literature, it helps to consider the historical backdrop that
gave rise to the movement. The late 19th and early 20th centuries were periods of intense change. The
Industrial Revolution had transformed economies and societies, urbanization was accelerating, and new
technologies like the telephone, automobile, and airplane were reshaping daily life.

Moreover, the devastation of World War I left a deep scar on the collective consciousness. Many writers
felt that the old ways of understanding the world—through religion, nationalism, and traditional
morality—were inadequate in the face of such upheaval. This crisis of meaning spurred experimentation in
literary form and content, as authors sought to express the complexities and ambiguities of modern
existence.



Key Characteristics in the Definition of Modernism in Literature

When exploring the definition of modernism in literature, several defining features stand out. These
characteristics help differentiate modernist works from their predecessors and illustrate the movement’s
innovative spirit.

1. Narrative Experimentation

Modernist literature often breaks away from conventional linear storytelling. Instead of a straightforward
beginning, middle, and end, narratives may be fragmented or nonlinear. Writers experiment with time,
memory, and perspective to mirror the complexity of human consciousness. For example, stream-of-
consciousness techniques, as seen in James Joyce’s *Ulysses* or Virginia Woolf’s *Mrs. Dalloway*, attempt
to replicate the flow of thoughts and sensations inside a character’s mind.

2. Subjectivity and Psychological Depth

Modernism emphasizes internal experience over external reality. Instead of objective descriptions,
modernist writers delve deep into the characters’ psyches, exploring their fears, desires, and uncertainties.
This focus on interiority often results in unreliable narrators or multiple viewpoints, challenging readers to
piece together meaning from diverse perspectives.

3. Alienation and Fragmentation

A recurring theme in modernist literature is alienation—characters often feel disconnected from society,
themselves, or their surroundings. Fragmentation in narrative structure and language reflects this sense of
dislocation. Rather than presenting a cohesive, ordered world, modernist texts may reveal a broken, chaotic
reality.

4. Symbolism and Imagery

Modernist writers frequently use symbolic language and vivid imagery to convey complex ideas and
emotions. Symbols may be ambiguous or multifaceted, encouraging interpretation and active engagement
from the reader. T.S. Eliot’s *The Waste Land* is a prime example, packed with allusions and symbolic
references that require thoughtful analysis.



Influential Figures and Works in Modernist Literature

To understand the definition of modernism in literature, it’s helpful to become familiar with some of the
key authors and texts that exemplify the movement’s ideals.

- **James Joyce**: Known for his groundbreaking use of stream of consciousness and linguistic innovation,
particularly in *Ulysses* and *A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man*.

- **Virginia Woolf**: A pioneer in exploring psychological depth and narrative experimentation, with
works like *To the Lighthouse* and *Mrs. Dalloway*.

- **T.S. Eliot**: His poetry, especially *The Waste Land*, embodies modernist themes of fragmentation,
cultural despair, and renewal.

- **Franz Kafka**: Though sometimes labeled existentialist, Kafka’s works like *The Metamorphosis* reflect
modernist concerns with alienation and absurdity.

- **Ezra Pound**: A central figure in modernist poetry, known for his advocacy of imagism and
contributions to shaping modernist aesthetics.

These authors pushed the boundaries of what literature could be, influencing countless others and
cementing modernism’s legacy.

How the Definition of Modernism in Literature Shapes
Contemporary Writing

Even a century later, the impact of modernism remains profound. Many contemporary writers continue to
draw inspiration from modernist techniques and themes. The emphasis on fragmented narratives, multiple
perspectives, and psychological complexity can be seen in postmodern literature and beyond.

Aspiring writers interested in experimenting with form and voice can study modernist literature to learn
how to break free from conventional storytelling molds. Understanding the definition of modernism in
literature offers valuable insights into the possibilities of language and narrative structure, encouraging
creativity and innovation.

Tips for Engaging with Modernist Texts

Reading modernist literature can sometimes feel challenging due to its complexity and abstract qualities.



Here are a few tips to make the experience more rewarding:

Approach with an open mind: Expect ambiguity and multiple interpretations rather than clear-cut
answers.

Pay attention to style: Notice how the form and language reflect the themes and emotions.

Explore historical context: Understanding the social and cultural backdrop enriches comprehension.

Take notes on symbolism and motifs: Identifying recurring symbols can help unravel the text’s
deeper meanings.

Engaging actively with the text transforms reading into a dynamic dialogue between author and reader,
which lies at the heart of modernist literature.

The Broader Cultural Implications of Modernism in Literature

The definition of modernism in literature is intertwined with broader artistic and intellectual currents.
Modernism was not limited to writing; it permeated visual arts, music, architecture, and philosophy. The
movement’s emphasis on innovation, breaking from tradition, and exploring new perspectives was a
response to the uncertainties of a rapidly evolving world.

In literature, this translated into a challenge to realism and straightforward storytelling. The modernist
writer became an experimenter and a pioneer, questioning not only how stories are told but also what
stories are worth telling. This shift opened up literature to diverse voices and fragmented narratives that
mirrored the multiplicity of human experience.

---

Modernism in literature remains a vital field of study and an ongoing source of inspiration for readers and
writers alike. By embracing complexity, subjectivity, and innovation, the movement redefined the art of
storytelling and continues to shape the literary landscape in profound ways. Whether you’re delving into
the works of Joyce and Woolf or exploring contemporary texts influenced by modernist principles,
understanding the definition of modernism in literature offers rich rewards for anyone passionate about the
power of words.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of modernism in literature?
Modernism in literature is a literary movement that emerged in the late 19th and early 20th centuries,
characterized by a deliberate break from traditional styles, experimenting with narrative techniques, and
exploring themes of alienation, fragmentation, and subjective experience.

When did modernism in literature begin?
Modernism in literature began in the late 19th century and became prominent in the early 20th century,
particularly between 1910 and 1945.

What are the key characteristics of modernism in literature?
Key characteristics of modernism in literature include stream of consciousness, unreliable narrators,
fragmented structure, a focus on inner self and consciousness, rejection of traditional plot and linear
narrative, and themes of alienation and disillusionment.

How does modernism differ from traditional literature?
Modernism differs from traditional literature by rejecting established conventions, such as linear
storytelling and objective narration, instead emphasizing experimentation with form and style, subjective
perspectives, and exploring complex psychological and social realities.

Who are some notable authors associated with literary modernism?
Notable authors associated with literary modernism include James Joyce, Virginia Woolf, T.S. Eliot, Franz
Kafka, Marcel Proust, and Ezra Pound.

What role does symbolism play in modernist literature?
Symbolism in modernist literature is often used to convey complex ideas and emotions indirectly,
reflecting the fragmented and subjective nature of reality, and encouraging readers to interpret meaning
beyond the literal text.

Why is modernism considered a significant movement in literary
history?
Modernism is significant because it challenged and transformed traditional literary forms and themes,
opening new ways to represent human experience and consciousness, influencing countless writers and
shaping contemporary literature.



Additional Resources
Definition of Modernism in Literature: An Analytical Review

definition of modernism in literature refers to a pivotal movement that emerged in the late 19th and early
20th centuries, fundamentally transforming literary expression and challenging traditional narrative forms.
Rooted in a desire to break away from established conventions, modernism in literature encapsulates a
broad spectrum of experimental techniques, thematic complexities, and philosophical inquiries. This article
explores the definition of modernism in literature through a detailed examination of its origins,
characteristics, and enduring influence on contemporary writing.

Understanding the Definition of Modernism in Literature

Modernism in literature is often defined as a cultural and artistic movement that sought to depict the
complexities of the modern world through innovative narrative structures and styles. Unlike previous
literary periods, modernism rejects linear storytelling and embraces fragmentation, stream of consciousness,
and unreliable narrators. The movement arose as a response to the rapid industrialization, urbanization, and
sociopolitical upheavals of the early 20th century, including World War I, which profoundly affected
writers’ perceptions of reality and human experience.

At its core, the definition of modernism in literature involves a conscious break with tradition. Writers
associated with this movement questioned established norms and experimented with language, form, and
content to capture the fractured nature of modern existence. This redefinition of literary purpose and
method led to a diverse array of works that often challenge readers’ expectations and demand active
interpretation.

Historical Context and Origins

The emergence of modernism can be traced back to the late 19th century, building upon earlier intellectual
currents such as symbolism, impressionism, and existential philosophy. The cultural disillusionment
following the devastation of World War I accelerated the movement’s development, as authors sought new
ways to articulate the alienation and uncertainty of the era.

Notable precursors to modernist literature include figures like Friedrich Nietzsche and Sigmund Freud,
whose ideas about subjectivity and the unconscious mind influenced writers to explore inner psychological
landscapes rather than external realities. This intellectual backdrop is vital for understanding the definition
of modernism in literature as a radical shift in narrative focus and technique.



Key Features of Modernist Literature

Modernist literature is characterized by several distinctive features that differentiate it from preceding
literary traditions. These elements collectively form the backbone of the modernist aesthetic and illuminate
the definition of modernism in literature.

Fragmentation: Modernist texts often present fragmented narratives, reflecting the disjointed and
chaotic nature of contemporary life. This can manifest in non-linear timelines, abrupt shifts in
perspective, or incomplete storylines.

Stream of Consciousness: A narrative method that attempts to capture the continuous flow of a
character's thoughts and feelings. Pioneered by writers like James Joyce and Virginia Woolf, this
technique delves deeply into psychological complexity.

Ambiguity and Open Endings: Modernist works frequently resist definitive interpretations, leaving
conclusions ambiguous and inviting multiple readings.

Symbolism and Imagery: Rich, often obscure symbolism is used to convey deeper meanings that go
beyond surface narratives.

Experimentation with Language: Modernist authors manipulate syntax, diction, and narrative voice
to disrupt conventional language use and challenge readers.

These attributes underscore the definition of modernism in literature as a movement that prioritizes
innovation and subjective experience over objective representation.

Comparison with Previous Literary Movements

To fully grasp the definition of modernism in literature, it is essential to differentiate it from realism and
romanticism, two dominant literary modes preceding modernism.

- Realism focused on depicting everyday life and social conditions with accuracy and detail, emphasizing
external reality and moral clarity.
- Romanticism prioritized emotion, nature, and individual imagination, often idealizing the past and the
sublime.

Modernism diverges from these by embracing uncertainty and complexity. While realism sought to mirror
the external world faithfully, modernism explores subjective realities and internal conflicts, often rejecting



clear moral judgments. This shift signifies a profound reorientation in literary objectives and methods.

Influential Modernist Authors and Their Contributions

Several authors epitomize the definition of modernism in literature through their groundbreaking works.
Their writings exemplify the movement’s core principles and continue to influence contemporary literary
practices.

James Joyce

Joyce’s masterpiece "Ulysses" is a quintessential modernist novel, employing stream of consciousness,
intricate symbolism, and a fragmented narrative structure. His innovative use of language challenges linear
storytelling and offers a dense, multifaceted portrayal of human consciousness.

Virginia Woolf

Woolf’s novels, such as "Mrs. Dalloway" and "To the Lighthouse," exemplify the modernist focus on
psychological depth and temporal fluidity. Her exploration of time and memory through interior
monologues marks a significant departure from traditional plot-driven narratives.

T.S. Eliot

In poetry, T.S. Eliot’s "The Waste Land" stands as a landmark modernist text, characterized by its allusions,
fragmentation, and disillusionment. Eliot’s work embodies the movement’s tendency to reflect societal
decay and spiritual crisis.

Implications and Legacy of Modernism in Literature

The definition of modernism in literature is incomplete without considering its lasting impact on literary
theory and practice. Modernism opened doors for postmodernism and other subsequent movements by
challenging the authority of the author, destabilizing narrative coherence, and foregrounding reader
interpretation.

Moreover, modernism’s emphasis on psychological depth and experimentation paved the way for diverse



narrative voices and forms. However, the complexity and obscurity of many modernist texts can also be
viewed as a limitation, potentially alienating readers unfamiliar with its conventions.

In contemporary literature, echoes of modernist techniques persist, demonstrating the movement’s
enduring relevance. Writers continue to grapple with the fragmented nature of reality and the
multiplicity of perspectives—a testament to modernism’s profound redefinition of what literature can be.

The exploration of the definition of modernism in literature reveals a dynamic and multifaceted movement
that reshaped literary landscapes. By interrogating traditional forms and embracing innovation, modernism
challenged both creators and consumers of literature to engage with texts in novel and often demanding
ways, leaving an indelible mark on the evolution of storytelling.
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  definition of modernism in literature: Modernism Anna Anselmo, 2014-10-01 The term
“modernism” serves as a label for a variety of tendencies, attitudes, convictions, and for works of art
disparate in quality and meaning, but alike in spirit and, sometimes, conception. Critics have been at
pains to define modernism; some even wonder whether it should be defined at all. This introduction
aims at presenting a number of critical attitudes to modernism in the hope of offering readers both a
critical landscape and the necessary coordinates for the discovery of the literary and cultural
patchwork of which modernism is composed. The Oxford English Dictionary identifies “modernism”
as the portmanteau term for “[a]ny of various movements in art, architecture, literature, etc.,
generally characterized by a deliberate break with classical and traditional forms or methods of
expression;” moreover, ‘modernism’ refers to “the work or ideas of the adherents of such a
movement”. The definition is sufficiently informative, but it offers no chronological coordinates and
is rather general. Every new artistic movement is characterized by “a deliberate break with classical
and traditional forms or methods of expression”; in this respect, the Elizabethans were modernists,
as were the Romantics; moreover, the definition not only considers “modernism” as referring to
“various movements”, but also mentions such disparate fields as “art, architecture, literature, etc.”.
In pointing out the limits of the OED definition, I do not intend to question the lexicographers’
ability; on the contrary, I intend to set forth a hypothesis: when attempting to define modernism,
every effort, even the most accurate and refined, falls short of the mark, because modernism simply
defies definition, as would any artistic movement which counts relative chronological
indeterminateness and inherent diversity among its more interesting peculiarities. Furthermore, the
idea of modernism is perhaps more enticing and familiar than the reality of it, it is thus hard to step
away from prejudices and commonplaces to look at the object of study itself. “Modernism,”
Lawrence Rainey writes, “is preceded by its reputation, or even by several reputations: it is endowed
with authority so monumental that a reader is tempted to overlook the very experience of
encountering modernist works; or it is attended with such opprobrium (the modernists were all
fascists or anti-Semites, or if not that, “elitists”) that one might wonder why anyone had bothered to
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read them at all. It is easy, too easy, to slight the grisly comedy or miss the mordant wit, to skim the
surface of dazzling surprises, to neglect the sheer wildness and irredeemable opacity at the heart of
modernist work”. Tratto dall'Introduzione dell'Autrice
  definition of modernism in literature: Modernist Literature Vicki Mahaffey, 2008-04-15 This
inclusive guide to Modernist literature considers the ‘high’ Modernist writers such as Eliot, Joyce,
Pound and Yeats alongside women writers and writers of the Harlem Renaissance. Challenges the
idea that Modernism was conservative and reactionary. Relates the modernist impulse to broader
cultural and historical crises and movements. Covers a wide range of authors up to the outbreak of
World War II, among them Oscar Wilde, Joseph Conrad, Henry James, Langston Hughes, Samuel
Beckett, HD, Virginia Woolf, Djuna Barnes, and Jean Rhys. Includes coverage of women writers and
gay and lesbian writers.
  definition of modernism in literature: Defining Literary Postmodernism for the Twenty-First
Century Matthias Stephan, 2019-04-25 This book presents a definition of literary postmodernism,
using detective and science fictions as a frame. Through an exploration of both prior theoretical
approaches, and indicators through characteristics of postmodernist fiction, this book identifies a
structural framework to both understand and apply the lessons of postmodernism for the next
generation. Within a growing consensus that the postmodern era has passed, this book examines the
different conceptions of postmodernism and posits a meaningful definition, one which can provide
the foundation for future literary expression. This theory is then applied to genre fiction, particularly
detective fiction and science fiction, demonstrating that postmodernism is found in the structure,
rather than questions posed about literary expression. Finally, Matthias Stephan considers
post-postmodern movements, and how they can be expressed given this definition of literary
postmodernism, moving forward to the twenty-first century.
  definition of modernism in literature: A History of Modernist Literature Andrzej
Gasiorek, 2015-04-20 A History of Modernist Literature offers a critical overview of modernism in
England between the late 1890s and the late 1930s, focusing on the writers, texts, and movements
that were especially significant in the development of modernism during these years. A stimulating
and coherent account of literary modernism in England which emphasizes the artistic achievements
of particular figures and offers detailed readings of key works by the most significant modernist
authors whose work transformed early twentieth-century English literary culture Provides in-depth
discussion of intellectual debates, the material conditions of literary production and dissemination,
and the physical locations in which writers lived and worked The first large-scale book to provide a
systematic overview of modernism as it developed in England from the late 1890s through to the late
1930s
  definition of modernism in literature: Modernist Afterlives in Irish Literature and Culture
Paige Reynolds, 2016-09-22 Modernist Afterlives in Irish Literature and Culture explores
manifestations of the themes, forms, and practices of high modernism in Irish literature and culture
produced subsequent to this influential movement. Modernist Afterlives in Irish Literature and
Culture closely examines how Irish writers and artists from the mid-twentieth century onwards
grapple with the legacies bequeathed by modernism and seek to forge new modes of expression for
modern and contemporary culture.
  definition of modernism in literature: Modernism and Mildred Walker Carmen A. Pearson,
2008-07-01 Modernism and Mildred Walker is the first full-length critical study of the major fictional
works of this American author whose life spanned the twentieth century (1905?98) and whose
literary production spanned almost three-quarters of a century. A highly regarded chronicler of New
England and the American West, she is also appreciated for her portrayal of women characters and
the complexity of women?s roles. Long beloved by readers of Montana fiction, Mildred Walker?s
novels have been dismissed by some critics as only of regional interest, and, as Carmen Pearson
argues, have not been explored and appreciated from other critical perspectives and by other
audiences. ø In this persuasive new study, Pearson offers a new and decidedly western
interpretation of Modernism as a critical tool andø proposes a variety of readings and interpretations



designed to emphasize the relationship between cultural production in the West and modernism. She
encourages readers and students of literature to reappraise Walker?s work and to undertake further
critical studies of their own.
  definition of modernism in literature: The Anthem Dictionary of Literary Terms and Theory
Peter Auger, 2010-07-15 This Dictionary is a guide to the literary terms most relevant to students
and readers of English literature today, thorough on the essentials and generous in its intellectual
scope. The definitions are lively and precise in equipping students and general readers with a
genuinely useful critical vocabulary. It identifies the thinking and controversies surrounding terms,
and offers fresh insights and directions for future reading. It does this with the help of extensive
cross-referencing, indexes and up-to-date bibliography (with recommended websites).
  definition of modernism in literature: Literary Theory: A Guide for the Perplexed Mary
Klages, 2006-01-01 This Guide introduces theory in a clear, accessible way, focusing on the major
approaches and theorists.
  definition of modernism in literature: The Modernist World Allana Lindgren, Stephen Ross,
2015-06-05 The Modernist World is an accessible yet cutting edge volume which redraws the
boundaries and connections among interdisciplinary and transnational modernisms. The 61 new
essays address literature, visual arts, theatre, dance, architecture, music, film, and intellectual
currents. The book also examines modernist histories and practices around the globe, including East
and Southeast Asia, South Asia, Sub-Saharan Africa, Australia and Oceania, Europe, Latin America,
the Middle East and the Arab World, as well as the United States and Canada. A detailed
introduction provides an overview of the scholarly terrain, and highlights different themes and
concerns that emerge in the volume. The Modernist World is essential reading for those new to the
subject as well as more advanced scholars in the area – offering clear introductions alongside new
and refreshing insights.
  definition of modernism in literature: Literary Modernism, Queer Temporality Kate Haffey,
2019-04-24 This book explores the intersection between the recent work on queer temporality and
the experiments of literary modernism. Kate Haffey argues that queer theory’s recent work on time
owes a debt to modernist authors who developed new ways of representing temporality in their
texts. By reading a series of early twentieth-century literary texts from modernists like Woolf, Eliot,
Faulkner, and Stein alongside contemporary authors, this book examines the way in which
modernist writers challenged narrative conventions of time in ways that both illuminate and
foreshadow current scholarship on queer temporality. In her analyses of contemporary novelists and
critics Michael Cunningham, Jeanette Winterson, Angela Carter, and Eve Sedgwick, Haffey also
shows that these modernist temporalities have been reconfigured by contemporary authors to
develop new approaches to futurity.
  definition of modernism in literature: Preface to Modernism Art Berman, 1994 Traces the
conceptual lineage of modernism, examining its evolution in Western art and literature through
empiricism, idealism, and romanticism. Berman demonstrates how modern social, political, and
scientific developments -- including capitalism, socialism, humanism, psychoanalysis, fascism, and
modernism itself -- have altered attitudes toward time, space, self, creativity, the natural world, and
community. Deserves careful study. -- Choice
  definition of modernism in literature: Appropriations of Literary Modernism in Media
Art Jordis Lau, 2021-12-06 By analyzing appropriations of literary modernism in video, experimental
film, and installation art, this study investigates works of media art as agents of cultural memory.
While research recognizes film and literature as media of memory, it often overlooks media art.
Adaptation studies, art history, and hermeneutics help understand ‘appropriation’ in art in terms of
a dialog between an artwork, a text, and their contexts. The Russian Formalist notion of
estrangement, together with new concepts from literary, film, and media studies, offers a new
perspective on ‘appropriation’ that illuminates the sensuous dimension of cultural memory . Media
artworks make memory palpable: they address the collective body memory of their viewers,
prompting them to reflect on the past and embody new ways of remembering. Five contextual



close-readings analyze artworks by Janis Crystal Lipzin, William Kentridge, Mark Aerial Waller,
Paweł Wojtasik, and Tom Kalin. They appropriate modernist texts by Gertrude Stein, Italo Svevo,
Louis-Ferdinand Céline, Guillaume Apollinaire, Virginia Woolf, and Robert Musil. This book will be of
value to readers interested in cultural memory, sensory studies, literary modernism, adaptation
studies, and art history.
  definition of modernism in literature: Comics and Modernism Jonathan Najarian,
2024-01-18 Contributions by David M. Ball, Scott Bukatman, Hillary Chute, Jean Lee Cole, Louise
Kane, Matthew Levay, Andrei Molotiu, Jonathan Najarian, Katherine Roeder, Noa Saunders,
Clémence Sfadj, Nick Sturm, Glenn Willmott, and Daniel Worden Since the early 1990s, cartoonist
Art Spiegelman has made the case that comics are the natural inheritor of the aesthetic tradition
associated with the modernist movement of the early twentieth century. In recent years, scholars
have begun to place greater import on the shared historical circumstances of early comics and
literary and artistic modernism. Comics and Modernism: History, Form, and Culture is an
interdisciplinary consideration of myriad social, cultural, and aesthetic connections. Filling a gap in
current scholarship, an impressively diverse group of scholars approaches the topic from a variety of
disciplinary backgrounds and methodologies. Drawing on work in literary studies, art history, film
studies, philosophy, and material culture studies, contributors attend to the dynamic relationship
between avant-garde art, literature, and comics. Essays by both established and emerging voices
examine topics as divergent as early twentieth-century film, museum exhibitions, newspaper
journalism, magazine illustration, and transnational literary circulation. In presenting varied critical
approaches, this book highlights important interpretive questions for the field. Contributors
sometimes arrive at thoughtful consensus and at other times settle on productive disagreements.
Ultimately, this collection aims to extend traditional lines of inquiry in both comics studies and
modernist studies and to reveal overlaps between ostensibly disparate artistic practices and
movements.
  definition of modernism in literature: Feminism Beyond Modernism Elizabeth A. Flynn,
2002
  definition of modernism in literature: International Postmodernism Johannes Willem
Bertens, Hans Bertens, Douwe Fokkema, 1997 Containing more than fifty essays by major literary
scholars, International Postmodernism divides into four main sections. The volume starts off with a
section of eight introductory studies dealing with the subject from different points of view followed
by a section that deals with postmodernism in other arts than literature, while a third section
discusses renovations of narrative genres and other strategies and devices in postmodernist writing.
The final and fourth section deals with the reception and processing of postmodernism in different
parts of the world. Three important aspects add to the special character of International
Postmodernism: The consistent distinction between postmodernity and postmodernism; equal
attention to the making and diffusion of postmodernism and the workings of literature in general;
and the focus on the text and the reader (i.e., the reader's knowledge, experience, interests, and
competence) as crucial factors in text interpretation. This comprehensive study does not expressly
focus on American postmodernism, although American interpretations of postmodernism are a major
point of reference. The recognition that varying literary and cultural conditions in this world are
bound to produce endless varieties of postmodernism made the editors, Hans Bertens and Douwe
Fokkema, opt for the title International Postmodernism.
  definition of modernism in literature: The Ordnance Survey and Modern Irish
Literature Cóilín Parsons, 2016-04-14 The Ordnance Survey and Modern Irish Literature offers a
fresh new look at the origins of literary modernism in Ireland, tracing a history of Irish writing
through James Clarence Mangan, J.M. Synge, W.B. Yeats, James Joyce, and Samuel Beckett.
Beginning with the archives of the Ordnance Survey, which mapped Ireland between 1824 and 1846,
the book argues that one of the sources of Irish modernism lies in the attempt by the Survey to
produce a comprehensive archive of a land emerging rapidly into modernity. The Ordnance Survey
instituted a practice of depicting the country as modern, fragmented, alienated, and troubled, both



diagnosing and representing a landscape burdened with the paradoxes of colonial modernity.
Subsequent literature returns in varying ways, both imitative and combative, to the complex
representational challenge that the Survey confronts and seeks to surmount. From a colonial
mapping project to an engine of nationalist imagining, and finally a framework by which to evade the
claims of the postcolonial nation, the Ordnance Survey was a central imaginative source of what
makes Irish modernist writing both formally innovative and politically challenging. Drawing on
literary theory, studies of space, the history of cartography, postcolonial theory, archive theory, and
the field Irish Studies, The Ordnance Survey and Modern Irish Literature paints a picture of Irish
writing deeply engaged in the representation of a multi-layered landscape.
  definition of modernism in literature: Modernism Melba Cuddy-Keane, Adam Hammond,
Alexandra Peat, 2014-02-05 Guided by the historical semantics developed in Raymond Williams'
pioneering study of cultural vocabulary, Modernism: Keywords presents a series of short entries on
words used with frequency and urgency in “written modernism,” tracking cultural and literary
debates and transformative moments of change. Short-listed for The Modernist Studies Association
2015 Book Prize for an Edition, Anthology, or Essay Collection Highlights and exposes the salient
controversies and changing cultural thought at the heart of modernism Goes beyond constructions of
“plural modernisms” to reveal all modernist writing as overlapping and interactive in a simultaneous
and interlocking mix Draws from a vast compilation of more than a thousand sources, ranging from
vernacular prose to experimental literary forms Spans the “long” modernist period, from its incipient
beginnings c.1880 to its post-WWII aftermath Approaches English written modernism in its own
terms, tempering explanations of modernism often derived from European poets and painters
Models research techniques based on digital databases and collaborative work in the humanities
  definition of modernism in literature: The Passage of Literature Christopher GoGwilt,
2011-01-27 Through a set of comparative studies of the fiction of Joseph Conrad, Jean Rhys, and
Pramoedya Ananta Toer, The Passage of Literature explains the interrelation between English,
Creole, and Indonesian formations of literary modernism, arguing that each passage of literature is
the site of contest between competing genealogies of culture.
  definition of modernism in literature: Routledge Library Editions: Education and
Religion Various, 2021-07-14 The 10 volumes in this set, originally published between 1965 and
1994, draw together research by leading academics in the area of religious education and provides a
rigorous examination of related key issues. The volumes examine the teaching of world faiths in
schools, religious education in both primary and secondary schools, and the teaching of morality.
This set will be of particular interest to students of Education and Religious Studies.
  definition of modernism in literature: The Routledge Companion to Anglophone
Caribbean Literature Michael A. Bucknor, Alison Donnell, 2011-06-14 This Companion is divided
into six sections that provide an introduction to and critical history of the field, discussions of key
texts and a critical debate on major topics such as the nation, race, gender and migration. In the
final section contributors examine the material dissemination of Caribbean literature and point
towards the new directions that Caribbean literature and criticism are taking.
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