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American Imperialism Political Cartoon: Unpacking the Visual Language of Power and Persuasion

american imperialism political cartoon have long served as powerful tools for commentary,
critique, and education. These illustrations capture complex political ideas and historical realities in
a single, often striking image. When it comes to American imperialism, political cartoons provide a
unique window into how the expansionist policies of the United States were perceived, debated, and
contested both at home and abroad during the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

In this article, we'll explore the rich history and symbolism behind American imperialism political
cartoons, why they matter, and how they still resonate in discussions about power, foreign policy,
and national identity today.

Understanding American Imperialism Through Political
Cartoons

Political cartoons are a blend of art, satire, and journalism. They distill complex political situations
into visual metaphors that are easy to understand but often layered with meaning. When examining
the era of American imperialism—roughly spanning from the Spanish-American War in 1898 to the
early 1900s—cartoons become essential in unraveling public sentiment and political debates
surrounding U.S. expansionism.

American imperialism itself refers to the country's policy and practice of extending its influence and
control over foreign territories. This included annexing lands like the Philippines, Guam, and Puerto
Rico, as well as exerting economic and political dominance in Latin America and the Pacific.

Political cartoons from this period often highlight themes such as:

- The justification of imperialism as a "civilizing mission"
- The economic motivations behind expansion

- The ethical and moral dilemmas posed by colonization
- Domestic opposition to imperialist policies

The Role of Visual Satire in Shaping Public Opinion

Cartoons were published in newspapers and magazines, making them accessible to a broad
audience. They played a crucial role in shaping public opinion by simplifying debates and provoking
emotional responses. For example, some cartoons portrayed Uncle Sam as a benevolent figure
bringing progress and democracy to "uncivilized" lands, reflecting pro-imperialist attitudes.

Conversely, anti-imperialist cartoons depicted American expansion as aggressive and hypocritical,
often showing the U.S. trampling on smaller nations or shackling them in chains. These visuals
questioned the morality of imperialism and warned about the costs of overseas entanglements.



Iconic Symbols and Imagery in American Imperialism
Political Cartoons

To fully appreciate the messages behind these cartoons, it helps to understand the common symbols
and imagery used by cartoonists of the era.

Uncle Sam as a Representation of America

Uncle Sam is perhaps the most recognizable symbol in American political cartoons. During the
imperialist period, he was often depicted as a paternal figure guiding or dominating foreign
territories. Sometimes portrayed with a stern or aggressive expression, Uncle Sam embodied the
nation's ambitions and contradictions.

The Use of Animals and National Personifications

Cartoonists frequently used animals to represent countries or concepts. For instance:
- The eagle represented American power and freedom.
- The lion often symbolized Great Britain, highlighting imperial competition.

- Serpents or octopuses were used to depict dangerous or invasive forces.

National personifications like Columbia (female figure representing the U.S.) also appeared,
sometimes shown enlightening or conquering foreign lands.

Chains, Shackles, and Puppetry

These motifs conveyed control and oppression. Depicting colonized nations as puppets controlled by
Uncle Sam or chained to American interests visually critiqued the loss of sovereignty and autonomy
under imperialism.

Historical Examples of American Imperialism Political
Cartoons

Looking at specific cartoons can illuminate how artists captured the era’s tensions and attitudes.

“The White Man’s Burden” Inspired Imagery

Rudyard Kipling’s poem "The White Man’s Burden" was often referenced in cartoons to justify
imperialism as a noble, if burdensome, task to civilize "lesser" peoples. Cartoons echoing this theme



showed Uncle Sam or Columbia carrying native children or leading them towards progress,
reflecting paternalistic views.

The “School” Cartoon from the Philippine-American War

One famous cartoon depicted Uncle Sam as a teacher disciplining a Filipino child, symbolizing U.S.
efforts to "educate" and govern the Philippines after the Spanish-American War. This image both
justified American intervention and revealed the assumed superiority of American culture.

Anti-Imperialist Cartoons Critiquing Expansion

Not all cartoons supported imperialism. Some portrayed Uncle Sam greedily grabbing territories or
warned that imperialism would entangle the U.S. in foreign conflicts. These cartoons often appeared
in publications like *The Nation* or *The New York Times* and voiced concerns about the erosion of
American democratic ideals.

Why Studying American Imperialism Political Cartoons
Matters Today

Political cartoons from the imperialist era are not just historical curiosities; they remain relevant for
several reasons.

Insight into Historical Mindsets

They reveal how Americans of the time viewed their country’s role in the world, including the hopes,
fears, and contradictions that shaped policy decisions. Understanding these perspectives helps
contextualize current debates about American foreign policy and interventionism.

Lessons on Media Influence and Propaganda

Cartoons exemplify how media can influence public opinion, sometimes reinforcing stereotypes or
justifying controversial policies. This awareness is valuable in critically evaluating today’s political
imagery and messaging.

Visual Literacy and Political Engagement

Analyzing political cartoons encourages visual literacy—the ability to interpret and critique
images—which is an essential skill in our media-saturated world. It also fosters a deeper
engagement with history and politics by combining art and information.



Tips for Analyzing American Imperialism Political
Cartoons

If you're interested in exploring these cartoons further, here are a few pointers to get the most out
of your analysis:

 Identify the Symbols: Look for characters, animals, objects, and labels that represent ideas,
countries, or groups.

e Understand the Context: Research the historical events or policies referenced to grasp the
cartoon’s message fully.

¢ Consider the Perspective: Determine whether the cartoon supports, critiques, or satirizes
imperialism.

e Note the Emotions: Observe how humor, irony, fear, or patriotism are used to influence the
viewer.

e Compare Multiple Cartoons: Seeing different viewpoints helps develop a well-rounded
understanding of public discourse.

Exploring collections from archives, libraries, or online databases can uncover a treasure trove of
American imperialism political cartoons that tell the story of a transformative period in U.S. history.

The visual storytelling of American imperialism political cartoons offers a fascinating blend of art
and politics. They capture a moment when the United States was defining its identity on the world
stage—grappling with ideals of freedom and democracy while pursuing the complex, often
contradictory path of empire. Whether viewed as propaganda, critique, or historical evidence, these
cartoons continue to engage and challenge us to think critically about power, policy, and the stories
nations tell about themselves.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is American imperialism as depicted in political
cartoons?

American imperialism in political cartoons is often depicted as the United States extending its power
and influence over other countries through military, economic, or political means, symbolizing
dominance and expansionism.



What symbols are commonly used in political cartoons about
American imperialism?

Common symbols include the American eagle, Uncle Sam, the U.S. flag, Uncle Sam’s top hat, and
representations of territories or countries being controlled or influenced, such as the Philippines,
Cuba, or Hawaii.

How do political cartoons critique American imperialism?

Political cartoons critique American imperialism by highlighting the aggressive or exploitative
nature of U.S. policies, often portraying the U.S. as a bully, oppressor, or opportunist taking
advantage of weaker nations.

What historical events are frequently illustrated in American
imperialism political cartoons?

Events such as the Spanish-American War, annexation of Hawaii, the Philippine-American War, and
the building of the Panama Canal are frequently depicted in these cartoons to illustrate U.S.
expansionism.

How did political cartoons influence public opinion on
American imperialism?

Political cartoons shaped public opinion by visually simplifying complex issues, often swaying people
to either support or criticize imperialist policies through satire, symbolism, and emotional appeal.

Who were some notable cartoonists known for their work on
American imperialism?

Notable cartoonists include Thomas Nast, who criticized imperialism and political corruption, and
artists for publications like Puck and Harper’s Weekly who produced influential cartoons during the
late 19th and early 20th centuries.

What role did American imperialism political cartoons play
during the Spanish-American War?

During the Spanish-American War, cartoons played a significant role in drumming up public support
for the war by portraying Spain negatively and justifying U.S. intervention as a moral and patriotic
duty.

How do modern political cartoons view American imperialism
compared to historical ones?

Modern political cartoons often take a more critical and reflective stance on American imperialism,
highlighting its consequences such as cultural disruption, economic exploitation, and long-term
geopolitical instability, whereas historical cartoons sometimes celebrated expansionism as progress.



Additional Resources

American Imperialism Political Cartoon: An Analytical Review of Visual Rhetoric and Historical
Context

american imperialism political cartoon as a subject embodies a critical intersection of art,
politics, and history. These cartoons serve as powerful tools that encapsulate complex geopolitical
dynamics and public sentiments regarding the United States' expansionist policies during the late
19th and early 20th centuries. By examining American imperialism political cartoons, one gains
insight into how artists and commentators portrayed and critiqued the ambitions and consequences
of U.S. foreign policy, particularly during periods such as the Spanish-American War, the Philippine-
American War, and the broader era of colonial pursuits.

These visual narratives do more than merely caricature events; they reflect contemporary anxieties,
ideologies, and the contested nature of American identity as a rising global power. This article
delves into the nuances of American imperialism political cartoons, exploring their historical
significance, symbolic language, and the ways they influenced and mirrored public opinion.

Historical Context of American Imperialism

The period commonly associated with American imperialism spans roughly from the 1890s to the
early 20th century, characterized by the United States extending its influence beyond continental
borders. The acquisition of territories such as Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines following the
Spanish-American War marked a definitive shift from isolationism toward active engagement in
global affairs.

American imperialism political cartoons emerged as a critical medium to comment on these
developments. They captured a spectrum of perspectives—from patriotic support emphasizing the
“civilizing mission” and economic opportunities, to sharp criticism highlighting moral contradictions
and the human costs of imperial conquest.

Key Themes in American Imperialism Political Cartoons

Several recurrent themes emerge when analyzing these cartoons:

e Manifest Destiny and Expansionism: Many cartoons draw a direct line from 19th-century
continental expansion to overseas imperialism, often depicting the U.S. as a powerful figure
destined to spread its influence.

» Racial and Cultural Representations: The cartoons frequently use racialized imagery to
portray colonized peoples, reflecting prevailing attitudes of racial superiority and paternalism.

e Critique of Militarism and Interventionism: Some cartoons use satire to question the
justification for war and occupation, highlighting the costs and contradictions of imperial
policies.



¢ Economic Motivations: Visual metaphors representing business interests and resource
exploitation often underscore the economic drivers behind imperial expansion.

These themes illustrate how political cartoons functioned as a form of social commentary,
influencing public discourse by simplifying complex issues into memorable images and slogans.

The Role of Symbolism and Visual Language

American imperialism political cartoons rely heavily on symbolism to convey layered meanings
succinctly. The use of iconic figures, anthropomorphized nations, and exaggerated physical features
are common techniques that communicate political stances without lengthy text.

For example, the figure of Uncle Sam frequently appears as a personification of the U.S., sometimes
depicted as a benevolent overseer, other times as a domineering colonizer. Similarly, figures like the
“White Man’s Burden” embody the paternalistic ideology used to justify imperialism, emphasizing
the supposed duty to civilize non-Western peoples.

Animals such as lions, snakes, or octopuses are also employed to symbolize other nations or
concepts—Britain’s lion or the octopus representing imperial control over multiple territories. These
metaphors evoke emotional responses and frame the political narrative in accessible terms.

Notable Examples of American Imperialism Political Cartoons

Several political cartoons from prominent artists and publications stand out for their historical and
artistic significance:

e “The White Man’s Burden” (1899): Inspired by Rudyard Kipling’s poem, this cartoon
visualizes the perceived obligation of the U.S. to govern and “uplift” colonized peoples, often
critiqued for its racial paternalism.

e “The Colossus of the Pacific”: Depicting Uncle Sam straddling the Pacific Ocean,
symbolizing American dominance in both hemispheres, this image conveys the reach and
ambition of U.S. imperialism.

e Cartoons from Puck and Judge Magazines: These publications were influential in shaping
public opinion through satire and often oscillated between support and criticism of imperial
policies.

Each cartoon reflects its creator’s perspective and the broader political climate of the time,
providing valuable primary source material for historians and political analysts.



Impact on Public Perception and Policy

American imperialism political cartoons played a vital role in shaping public attitudes toward U.S.
foreign policy. By distilling complex issues into evocative images, these cartoons made imperialism
accessible and debatable among a broad audience.

Supportive cartoons contributed to nationalistic fervor, framing expansion as a noble and inevitable
progression. Conversely, critical cartoons fueled anti-imperialist movements, highlighting ethical
dilemmas and advocating for self-determination of colonized peoples.

The interplay between media portrayals and political action underscores the power of visual

rhetoric. Policymakers and opinion leaders often responded to the public mood, which was partly
molded by the proliferation of such cartoons in newspapers and magazines.

Pros and Cons Depicted in Political Cartoons

Political cartoons often implicitly present the advantages and disadvantages of imperialism:

e Pros Highlighted:
o Expansion of American influence and strategic power
o Economic opportunities through access to new markets and resources

o Paternalistic narratives about spreading civilization and democracy

e Cons Emphasized:
o Moral contradictions of subjugating other peoples
o Financial and human costs of military interventions

o Risks of entanglement in foreign conflicts and imperial overreach

This balanced representation in cartoons reflects the contentious debate surrounding American
imperialism during its formative years.



Legacy and Modern Interpretations

Today, American imperialism political cartoons offer rich material for examining the complexities of
historical narratives and media influence. Modern scholars analyze these cartoons not only as
artistic expressions but also as documents that reveal societal values, prejudices, and political
tensions.

The imagery continues to resonate in contemporary discussions about U.S. foreign policy, neo-
imperialism, and cultural imperialism. By revisiting these cartoons, one can trace the evolution of
American identity and the persistent challenges related to interventionism and global leadership.

Moreover, the study of these cartoons encourages critical media literacy, helping audiences
recognize how visual rhetoric shapes perceptions and frames historical events.

In exploring the multifaceted nature of american imperialism political cartoon, it becomes evident
that these works are more than historical artifacts; they are dynamic commentaries that bridge past
and present, inviting ongoing reflection on the power of images in political discourse.
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Asian American Studies. Filipino American Studies. Co-authored by Abe Ignacio, Enrique de la Cruz,
Jorge Emmanuel, and Helen Toribio. THE FORBIDDEN BOOK uses over 200 political cartoons from
1898 to 1906 to chronicle a little known war between the United States and the Philippines. The war
saw the deployment of 126,000 U.S. troops, lasted more than 15 years and killed hundreds of
thousands of Filipinos beginning in February 1899. The book's title comes from a 1900 Chicago
Chronicle cartoon of the same name showing then-President William McKinley putting a lock on a
book titled True History of the War in the Philippines. Today, very few Americans know about the
brutal suppression of Philippine independence or the anti-war movement led at that time by the likes
of writer Mark Twain, peace activist Jane Addams, journalist Joseph Pulitzer, steel magnate Andrew
Carnegie, labor leader Samuel Gompers, and Moorfield Storey, first president of the NAACP. The
book reveals how the public was misled in the days leading to the war, shows illustrations of U.S.
soldiers using the infamous water cure torture (today referred to as waterboarding), and describes a
highly publicized court martial of soldiers who had killed prisoners of war. The election of 1900
pitted a pro-war Republican president against an anti-war Democratic candidate. In 1902, the
Republican president declared a premature mission accomplished as the war was beginning to
expand to the southern Philippines. The book shows political cartoons glorifying manifest destiny,
demonizing the leader of the Filipino resistance President Emilio Aguinaldo, and portraying
Filipinos, Puerto Ricans, Cubans, Hawaiians, Chamorros, and other colonials as dark-skinned
savages in need of civilization. These images were used to justify a war at a time when three African
Americans on average were lynched every week across the south and when the Supreme Court
approved the separate but equal doctrine. More than a century later, the U.S.- Philippine War
remains hidden from the vast majority of Americans. The late historian Howard Zinn noted, THE
FORBIDDEN BOOK brings that shameful episode in our history out in the open... The book deserves
wide circulation.

american imperialism political cartoon: American History Unbound Gary Y Okihiro,
2015-08-25 American History: Asians and Pacific Islanders is a survey history of the United States
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american imperialism political cartoon: Highbrow/lowdown David Savran, 2009 The
culture clash that permanently changed American theater

american imperialism political cartoon: The Empire Abroad and the Empire at Home John
Cullen Gruesser, 2012-12-01 In The Empire Abroad and the Empire at Home, John Cullen Gruesser
establishes that African American writers at the turn of the twentieth century responded extensively
and idiosyncratically to overseas expansion and its implications for domestic race relations. He
contends that the work of these writers significantly informs not only African American literary
studies but also U.S. political history. Focusing on authors who explicitly connect the empire abroad



and the empire at home (James Weldon Johnson, Sutton Griggs, Pauline E. Hopkins, W.E.B. Du Bois,
and others), Gruesser examines U.S. black participation in, support for, and resistance to expansion.
Race consistently trumped empire for African American writers, who adopted positions based on the
effects they believed expansion would have on blacks at home. Given the complexity of the debates
over empire and rapidity with which events in the Caribbean and the Pacific changed in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, it should come as no surprise that these authors often did
not maintain fixed positions on imperialism. Their stances depended on several factors, including the
foreign location, the presence or absence of African American soldiers within a particular text, the
stage of the author's career, and a given text's relationship to specific generic and literary traditions.
No matter what their disposition was toward imperialism, the fact of U.S. expansion allowed and in
many cases compelled black writers to grapple with empire. They often used texts about expansion
to address the situation facing blacks at home during a period in which their citizenship rights, and
their very existence, were increasingly in jeopardy.
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Catherine LeGrand, Ricardo Donato Salvatore, 1998 Essays that suggest new ways of understanding
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Murphy, 2010-05-01 During the height of 19th century imperialism, Rudyard Kipling published his
famous poem “The White Man’s Burden.” While some of his American readers argued that the poem
served as justification for imperialist practices, others saw Kipling’s satirical talents at work and
read it as condemnation. Gretchen Murphy explores this tension embedded in the notion of the white
man’s burden to create a new historical frame for understanding race and literature in America.
Shadowing the White Man’s Burden maintains that literature symptomized and channeled anxiety
about the racial components of the U.S. world mission, while also providing a potentially powerful
medium for multiethnic authors interested in redrawing global color lines. Through a range of
archival materials from literary reviews to diplomatic records to ethnological treatises, Murphy
identifies a common theme in the writings of African-, Asian- and Native-American authors who
exploited anxiety about race and national identity through narratives about a multiracial U.S.
empire. Shadowing the White Man’s Burden situates American literature in the context of broader
race relations, and provides a compelling analysis of the way in which literature came to define and
shape racial attitudes for the next century.

american imperialism political cartoon: The Star-entangled Banner Sharon Delmendo,
2005 This work looks at the problematic relationship between the Phillippines and the US. It argues
that when faced with a national crisis or a compelling need to reestablish its autonomy, each nation
paradoxically turns to its history with the other to define its place in the world.

american imperialism political cartoon: LatinAsian Cartographies Susan Thananopavarn,
2018-03-19 LatinAsian Cartographies examines how Latina/o and Asian American writers provide
important counter-narratives to the stories of racial encroachment that have come to characterize
twenty-first century dominant discourses on race. Susan Thananopavarn contends that the Asian
American and Latina/o presence in the United States, although often considered marginal in
discourses of American history and nationhood, is in fact crucial to understanding how national
identity has been constructed historically and continues to be constructed in the present day.
Thananopavarn creates a new “LatinAsian” view of the United States that emphasizes previously
suppressed aspects of national history, including imperialism, domestic racism during World War II,
Cold War operations in Latin America and Asia, and the politics of borders in an age of globalization.
LatinAsian Cartographies ultimately reimagines national narratives in a way that transforms
dominant ideas of what it means to be American.
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Gienow-Hecht, 2010 The study of emotions has attracted anew the interest of scholars in various
disciplines, igniting a lively public debate on the constructive and destructive power of emotions in
society as well as within each of us. Most of the contributors to this volume do not hail from the



United States but look at the nation from abroad. They explore the role of emotions in history and
ask how that exploration changes what we know about national and international history, and in turn
how that affects the methodological study of history. In particular they focus on emotions in
American history between the 18th century and the present: in war, in social and political discourse,
as well as in art and the media. In addition to case studies, the volume includes a review of their
fields by senior scholars, who offer new insights regarding future research projects.

american imperialism political cartoon: AP U.S. History Premium, 2024: Comprehensive
Review With 5 Practice Tests + an Online Timed Test Option Eugene V. Resnick, 2023-07-04
Sharpen your test-taking skills with five full-length practice tests--two in the book and three more
online; strengthen your knowledge with in-depth review covering all units on the AP U.S. History
exam; reinforce your learning with practice questions at the end of each chapter--

american imperialism political cartoon: Pervasive Animation Suzanne Buchan, 2013-08-22
This new addition to the AFI Film Readers series brings together original scholarship on animation
in contemporary moving image culture, from classic experimental and independent shorts to digital
animation and installation. The collection - that is also a philosophy of animation - foregrounds new
critical perspectives on animation, connects them to historical and contemporary philosophical and
theoretical contexts and production practice, and expands the existing canon. Throughout,
contributors offer an interdisciplinary roadmap of new directions in film and animation studies,
discussing animation in relationship to aesthetics, ideology, philosophy, historiography,
visualization, genealogies, spectatorship, representation, technologies, and material culture.

american imperialism political cartoon: Crip Colony Sony Corafiez Bolton, 2023-01-16 In
Crip Colony, Sony Coranez Bolton examines the racial politics of disability, mestizaje, and sexuality
in the Philippines. Drawing on literature, poetry, colonial records, political essays, travel narratives,
and visual culture, Coréfiez Bolton traces how disability politics colluded with notions of Philippine
mestizaje. He demonstrates that Filipino mestizo writers in the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries used mestizaje as a racial ideology of ability that marked Indigenous inhabitants of the
Philippines as lacking in civilization and in need of uplift and rehabilitation. Heteronormative,
able-bodied, and able-minded mixed-race Filipinos offered a model and path for assimilation into the
US empire. In this way, mestizaje allowed for supposedly superior mixed-race subjects to govern the
archipelago in collusion with American imperialism. By bringing disability studies together with
studies of colonialism and queer-of-color critique, Corafiez Bolton extends theorizations of mestizaje
beyond the United States and Latin America while considering how Filipinx and Filipinx American
thought fundamentally enhances understandings of the colonial body and the racial histories of
disability.

american imperialism political cartoon: Atlantic Crescent Alaina M. Morgan, 2025-06-02 In
the period between the twentieth century’s two world wars, Black and Muslim people from the
United States, South Asia, and the Caribbean collided across an expansive diasporic geography. As
these people and their ideas came into contact, they reignited the practice of Islam among people of
African descent living in the United States and the Anglophone Caribbean and prompted them to
adopt new understandings of their place in the world. As the freedom dreams of these diasporic
communities met the realities and limitations of colonialism and race in the Atlantic world, Islam
presented new strategies for combating oppression and introduced new allies in the struggle.
Envisioning the geography and significance of this encounter within what she calls the Atlantic
Crescent, Alaina M. Morgan draws on an expansive archive to show how Black and Muslim people
imagined, understood, and acted on their religious and racial identities. Morgan reveals how her
subjects' overlapping diasporic encounters with Islam led to varied local adaptation as well as
common ground to pursue liberation from racial subjugation and white supremacy.

american imperialism political cartoon: Caricature and National Character Christopher J.
Gilbert, 2021-04-19 According to the popular maxim, a nation at war reveals its true character. In
this incisive work, Chris Gilbert examines the long history of US war politics through the lens of
political cartoons to provide new, unique insights into American cultural identity. Tracing the comic



representation of American values from the First World War to the War on Terror, Gilbert explores
the power of humor in caricature to expose both the folly in jingoistic virtues and the
sometimes-strange fortune in nationalistic vices. He examines the artwork of four exemplary
American cartoonists—James Montgomery Flagg, Dr. Seuss, Ollie Harrington, and Ann Telnaes—to
craft a trenchant image of Americanism. These examinations animate the rhetorical, and indeed
comic, force of icons like Uncle Sam, national symbols like the American Eagle, political stooges like
President Donald J. Trump, and more, as well as the power of political cartoons to comment on
issues of race, class, and gender on the home front. Throughout, Gilbert portrays a US culture
rooted in and riven by ideas of manifest destiny, patriotism, and democracy for all, yet plagued by
ugly forms of nationalism, misogyny, racism, and violence. Rich with examples of hilarious and
masterfully drawn caricatures from a diverse range of creators, this unflinching look at the evolution
of our conflicted national character illustrates how American cartoonists use farce, mockery, and wit
to put national character in the comic looking glass.

american imperialism political cartoon: All the Views Fit to Print Kevin J. McKenna, 2001
All the Views Fit to Print is a comprehensive, century-long study of the changing images of the
United States in Pravda political cartoons, appearing from the newspaper's founding (1912) through
its final days as the official news organ of the Community Party of the Soviet Union (1991). Based on
quantitative as well as qualitative content analysis of Pravda's editorial caricatures, the book
provides a lively study of the newspaper's agitational and propaganda mission to define and reflect
the «American way of life» for its Soviet readers. This book is illustrated with nearly one hundred
political caricatures, as well as eleven tables depicting cartoon themes and trends over nearly a
century of anti-American agitational-propaganda.

american imperialism political cartoon: Empire's Proxy Meg Wesling, 2011-04-11 Part of the
American Literatures Initiative Series In the late nineteenth century, American teachers descended
on the Philippines, which had been newly purchased by the U.S. at the end of the Spanish-American
War. Motivated by President McKinley’s project of “benevolent assimilation,” they established a
school system that centered on English language and American literature to advance the superiority
of the Anglo-Saxon tradition, which was held up as justification for the U.S.’s civilizing mission and
offered as a promise of moral uplift and political advancement. Meanwhile, on American soil, the
field of American literature was just being developed and fundamentally, though invisibly, defined by
this new, extraterritorial expansion. Drawing on a wealth of material, including historical records,
governmental documents from the War Department and the Bureau of Insular Affairs, curriculum
guides, memoirs of American teachers in the Philippines, and 19th century literature, Meg Wesling
not only links empire with education, but also demonstrates that the rearticulation of American
literary studies through the imperial occupation in the Philippines served to actually define and
strengthen the field. Empire’s Proxy boldly argues that the practical and ideological work of colonial
dominance figured into the emergence of the field of American literature, and that the consolidation
of a canon of American literature was intertwined with the administrative and intellectual tasks of
colonial management.
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