tribute system definition world history

Tribute System Definition World History: Understanding the Dynamics of Power and
Diplomacy

tribute system definition world history serves as a fascinating window into how
ancient and medieval societies structured their relationships through a complex web of
diplomacy, economics, and power hierarchies. The tribute system was more than just a
method of extracting wealth; it was a political and cultural mechanism that shaped
interactions between empires, kingdoms, and smaller states throughout history. By
exploring the tribute system’s definition and its historical applications, we gain valuable
insight into the strategies used by civilizations to maintain influence, negotiate peace, and
assert dominance.

What Is the Tribute System? A Clear Definition

At its core, the tribute system is a political and economic arrangement where subordinate
states or entities provide goods, services, or payments to a dominant power in exchange
for protection, trade privileges, or political recognition. This system established a
formalized relationship in which tribute-paying states acknowledged the superiority or
suzerainty of the hegemonic power.

Unlike outright conquest or colonization, the tribute system allowed for a degree of
autonomy among tributary states while reinforcing the hierarchical order. The dominant
state typically saw itself as the “center” of civilization, with tributaries positioned in a
subordinate role. This arrangement often involved ceremonial exchanges, diplomatic
missions, and ritualized displays of loyalty.

Key Characteristics of Tribute Systems

e Mutual obligations: Tribute was not merely about extraction; the dominant power
often provided military protection or diplomatic support in return.

e Symbolic submission: The tribute represented acknowledgment of the superior
status of the hegemon, often through formal ceremonies.

¢ Economic exchange: Goods, luxury items, or currency were common forms of
tribute.

e Political hierarchy: The system reinforced a clear pecking order among states.



Historical Examples of Tribute Systems Around
the World

Tribute systems were a global phenomenon, adapted to different cultural and political
contexts. From East Asia to the Americas, these arrangements played crucial roles in
maintaining order and facilitating interaction across vast regions.

The Chinese Tribute System: The Model of East Asia

Perhaps the most studied example is the Chinese tribute system, which spanned centuries
and shaped East Asia’s international relations. Rooted in Confucian ideals of hierarchy and
harmony, the Chinese empire positioned itself as the “Middle Kingdom,” with surrounding
states acknowledging its cultural and political supremacy.

Tributary states such as Korea, Vietnam, and various Central Asian polities regularly sent
envoys bearing gifts and tributes to the Chinese court. In exchange, they received imperial
seals, trade privileges, and diplomatic recognition. This system fostered a relatively stable
regional order and facilitated cross-cultural exchange.

Importantly, the Chinese tribute system was not purely coercive; it also reflected mutual
interests. Tributary states benefited from Chinese protection against nomadic invasions or
rival neighbors and gained access to lucrative trade networks. Meanwhile, China
reinforced its prestige without the costs of direct governance.

Aztec Tribute System: Power and Control in
Mesoamerica

Across the Pacific, the Aztec Empire maintained a tribute system that was central to its
expansion and governance. Conquered city-states were required to deliver regular tribute
in the form of food, textiles, precious metals, and labor to the Aztec capital, Tenochtitlan.

This system not only enriched the empire but also acted as a mechanism of control,
ensuring loyalty and suppressing rebellion. The tribute demands were clearly codified, and
failure to comply could result in military retaliation.

Unlike the Chinese model, the Aztec tribute system was often more extractive and
militarized, reflecting the empire’s aggressive expansionist policies. However, it similarly
established a network of interdependent relationships that underpinned the empire’s
stability.

Other Notable Tribute Systems



e The Ottoman Empire: Utilized a system of tribute and vassalage with states on its
periphery, combining tribute payments with military alliances.

e The Mongol Empire: Allowed conquered territories to maintain local rulers in
exchange for tribute and loyalty, facilitating rapid expansion.

e Medieval Europe: Feudalism shared some features with tribute systems, where
vassals provided homage and resources to lords in return for protection.

The Role of Tribute Systems in Shaping
International Relations

Tribute systems were not only economic arrangements but also diplomatic frameworks
that defined how states interacted and perceived each other. They created a language of
power that was communicated through ritual, gift exchange, and ceremony.

Diplomacy and Ritual in the Tribute System

The act of presenting tribute was often laden with symbolism. Envoys traveled great
distances to perform court rituals, demonstrate submission, and renew alliances. These
ceremonies reinforced the legitimacy of ruling powers and fostered a sense of order and
predictability.

Moreover, tribute missions facilitated cultural exchanges. Along with gifts, ideas,
technologies, and religious beliefs traversed these diplomatic channels, enriching the
civilizations involved.

Balancing Power and Autonomy

Tribute systems allowed dominant states to extend influence without direct conquest,
which could be costly and destabilizing. Conversely, tributary states could leverage their
relationships for protection and economic gain. This balance often prevented outright
conflict and maintained regional stability over long periods.

Modern Perspectives and Legacy of Tribute
Systems

Today, the tribute system may seem anachronistic, but its legacy endures in various forms.
Understanding this system sheds light on how pre-modern states managed power and
diplomacy before the rise of the modern nation-state and international law.



Influence on Contemporary International Relations

Some scholars argue that modern diplomatic protocols and international hierarchies bear
traces of tribute system principles. The emphasis on symbolic gestures, protocol, and gift
exchanges echo ancient practices.

For instance, the Chinese government occasionally references the historical tribute system
in framing its foreign policy, viewing itself as a central hub in regional affairs. Similarly,
understanding historical tribute systems helps explain patterns of influence and resistance
in regions formerly governed by such arrangements.

Lessons from the Tribute System Definition in World
History

Studying the tribute system reveals important lessons about power dynamics. It illustrates
that dominance does not always rely on force; mutual benefit, cultural respect, and
symbolic acknowledgment can sustain complex political orders.

For modern policymakers and historians, this understanding provides a nuanced view of
how states interact beyond mere conflict or cooperation, highlighting the subtleties of
hierarchy, diplomacy, and cultural exchange.

The tribute system definition in world history, therefore, opens a window into the past that
continues to inform present-day geopolitics and intercultural relations. By appreciating
the multifaceted nature of tribute arrangements, we gain a richer perspective on the ways
human societies have organized themselves and negotiated power across time and space.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the tribute system in world history?

The tribute system was a network of trade and foreign relations between China and its
neighboring states, where these states paid tribute to the Chinese emperor in exchange
for political legitimacy, trade opportunities, and protection.

How did the tribute system function in ancient China?

In ancient China, the tribute system involved neighboring states sending envoys with gifts
to the Chinese court, acknowledging Chinese supremacy. In return, they received gifts and
trading rights, which reinforced China's central position in East Asia.

Which regions were most involved in the tribute system?

East Asian countries such as Korea, Japan, Vietnam, and various Central Asian and
Southeast Asian states were most involved in the Chinese tribute system.



What was the purpose of the tribute system in world
history?

The tribute system served to maintain political order, facilitate diplomatic relations,
regulate trade, and reinforce the cultural dominance of China in East Asia.

How did the tribute system impact international
relations in East Asia?

The tribute system established a hierarchical order with China at the center, fostering
peaceful diplomatic and trade relations among states while minimizing conflicts.

Did the tribute system exist outside of China?

While most famously associated with China, similar tribute systems existed in other
cultures, such as the Aztec Empire in Mesoamerica, where subject peoples paid tribute to
the central authority.

How did the tribute system influence trade in world
history?

The tribute system created structured trade networks where tribute missions could
engage in commerce, thus promoting economic exchange between China and neighboring
states.

What led to the decline of the tribute system?

The decline of the tribute system was influenced by the rise of Western powers,
colonialism, changes in international diplomacy, and the weakening of China's imperial
power in the 19th and 20th centuries.

How is the tribute system studied in modern world
history?

Modern historians study the tribute system to understand pre-modern diplomatic
practices, regional power dynamics in East Asia, and the cultural and economic exchanges
that shaped historical international relations.

Additional Resources
Tribute System Definition World History: An Analytical Review

tribute system definition world history refers to a complex network of political and
economic relationships that shaped interactions among states and empires throughout
different eras. The tribute system traditionally involves subordinate states or polities
paying tribute—often in the form of goods, money, or symbolic allegiance—to a dominant



power. This mechanism not only served as a means of extracting resources but also
functioned as a diplomatic framework that reinforced hierarchical order and sovereignty
claims. Understanding the tribute system definition world history invites a nuanced
exploration of how power dynamics, cultural exchanges, and economic dependencies
evolved across continents and epochs.

The Tribute System: Conceptual Foundations and
Historical Context

At its core, the tribute system is a form of international relations where lesser powers
acknowledge the supremacy of a dominant empire or kingdom through tributes. Unlike
outright conquest or colonial domination, tribute arrangements often allowed a degree of
autonomy and mutual recognition. In world history, this system was instrumental in
maintaining political stability and facilitating trade, particularly in regions where
centralized imperial authority was limited by geography or resource constraints.

One of the most studied examples is the Chinese tributary system, especially during the
Ming and Qing dynasties. This East Asian diplomatic framework required neighboring
states to present tribute missions to the imperial court in exchange for trade rights,
military protection, and political legitimacy. However, tribute systems were not exclusive
to East Asia; similar patterns emerged in pre-Columbian America, medieval Europe, and
various African kingdoms.

Tribute System in East Asia: The Chinese Model

The Chinese tribute system stands out as a paradigmatic example of how tribute
functioned beyond mere economic transactions. It combined ritualistic displays of
subservience with pragmatic diplomatic negotiations. Tributary states, such as Korea,
Vietnam, and various Central Asian polities, sent envoys bearing gifts to the Chinese
emperor. In return, they received investiture, political recognition, and access to lucrative
trade networks.

The system operated under the Confucian worldview, which emphasized hierarchical
order and moral governance. Importantly, the tribute system encouraged peaceful
coexistence and cultural exchange. It also underscored the dual role of the Chinese
emperor as both a political ruler and a moral exemplar. Despite occasional conflicts, the
tribute system maintained regional stability for centuries, proving more flexible and
enduring than many modern alliances.

Tribute Systems in Other Historical Contexts

Beyond East Asia, tribute arrangements appeared in various forms:



e Aztec Empire: The Aztecs imposed tribute on conquered city-states, demanding
goods such as textiles, food, and precious materials. This system supported the
imperial economy and reinforced political control.

e Medieval Europe: Feudal obligations often resembled tribute systems, where
vassals offered military service or payments to lords in exchange for protection and
land tenure.

* West African Kingdoms: States like the Mali Empire received tributes from

subordinate groups, consolidating power and facilitating the flow of gold and salt
across trade routes.

These examples reflect the tribute system’s adaptability to diverse socio-political
environments, serving as a mechanism for both domination and diplomacy.

Features and Functions of Tribute Systems in
World History

Understanding the tribute system definition world history requires examining its core
features and functional roles. Tribute systems typically share several characteristics:

1. Hierarchical Relationships: A clear power asymmetry exists between the dominant
center and peripheral entities.

2. Symbolic Submission: Tributary acts often involve rituals that signal recognition of
superiority, reinforcing social and political order.

3. Economic Exchange: Tributes can be material goods, money, or services,
supporting the dominant power’s economy.

4. Political Legitimacy: Receiving tribute often legitimizes the suzerain’s authority,
both internally and internationally.

5. Diplomatic Engagement: Tribute missions provide channels for negotiation,
alliance-building, and conflict resolution.

These features illustrate that tribute systems were multifaceted institutions, not merely
economic extortion mechanisms.

Advantages and Drawbacks of Tribute Systems

Tribute systems offered several advantages:



e Stability: By institutionalizing hierarchical relations, tribute systems reduced the
frequency of violent conflict.

e Cultural Exchange: Tributary diplomacy often facilitated the spread of ideas,
technologies, and customs.

¢ Economic Integration: Tribute payments and associated trade boosted economic
interdependence among states.

However, the system also had limitations:

¢ Dependency: Tributary states could become economically or politically dependent
on the dominant power.

¢ Resistance and Rebellion: Subordinate polities sometimes resisted tribute
demands, leading to instability.

e Unequal Benefits: Tribute often disproportionately favored the hegemon,
exacerbating inequalities.

These pros and cons highlight the tribute system’s complex role in shaping historical
power relations.

Tribute System Definition World History:
Comparative Perspectives

Comparing tribute systems across regions reveals both convergence and divergence. The
Chinese model, with its emphasis on ritual and moral authority, contrasts with the more
coercive Aztec tribute regime or the feudal obligations of medieval Europe. Yet, all
systems served as instruments of statecraft, balancing control and cooperation.

Such comparative analysis also informs modern understandings of international relations.
Elements of the tribute system—such as recognition of sovereignty, hierarchical
diplomacy, and resource exchange—can be seen in contemporary practices like patron-
client relations and economic dependencies.

Legacy and Modern Interpretations

While tribute systems have largely faded, their legacy persists in cultural memory and
political institutions. Scholars continue to debate their characterization—as exploitative
structures or pragmatic governance tools. Moreover, the tribute system definition world



history invites reflection on how ancient political economies managed diversity and
hierarchy without modern state apparatus.

In East Asia, for instance, some argue that the tribute system laid foundations for regional
integration well before Western imperialism. Similarly, understanding tribute dynamics
aids in reinterpreting historical narratives beyond Eurocentric paradigms.

Tribute systems, therefore, remain a vital subject for historians, political scientists, and

cultural analysts aiming to unravel the complexities of past international relations and
their echoes in present-day global affairs.

Tribute System Definition World History
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tribute system definition world history: Claiming the International Arlene B. Tickner,
David L. Blaney, 2013-08-15 This book explores the possibilities of alternative worldings beyond
those authorized by the disciplinary norms and customs of International Relations. In response to
the boundary-drawing practices of IR that privilege the historical experience and scholarly folkways
of the West, the contributors examine the limits of even critical practice within the discipline;
investigate alternative archives from India, the Caribbean, the steppes of Eurasia, the Andes, China,
Japan and Southeast Asia that offer different understandings of proper rule, the relationality of
identities and polities, notions of freedom and imaginations of layers of sovereignty; and
demonstrate distinct modes of writing and inquiry. In doing so, the book also speaks about different
possibilities for IR and for inquiry without it.

tribute system definition world history: China and International Relations Zheng
Yongnian, 2010-09-13 Focussing on one of the most influential scholars writing on international
relations, Wang Gungwu, this book explores the limitations of Western international relations
approaches to China, and explains China’s IR from a non-Western perspective, and demonstrates
how the study of Chinese experiences can enrich the IR field.

tribute system definition world history: The Inter-Asia Cultural Studies Reader
Kuan-Hsing Chen, Beng Huat Chua, 2015-04-22 Asian Cultural Studies or Cultural Studies in Asia is
a new and burgeoning field, and the Inter-Asia Cultural Studies Journal is at its cutting edge.
Committed to bringing Asian Cultural Studies scholarship to the international English speaking
world and constantly challenging existing conceptions of cultural studies, the journal has emerged
as the leading publication in Cultural Studies in Asia. The Inter-Asia Cultural Studies Reader brings
together the best of the ground breaking papers published in the journal and includes a new
introduction by the editors, Chen Kuan-Hsing and Chua Beng Huat. Essays are grouped in thematic
sections, including issues which are important across the region, such as State violence and social
movements and work produced by IACS sub-groups, such as feminism, queer studies, cinema studies
and popular culture studies. The Reader provides useful alternative case studies and challenging
perspectives, which will be invaluable for both students and scholars in media and cultural studies.
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Kyu-hyun Jo, 2024-08-28 This book provides a sweeping overview of East Asian international
relations in history from the nineteenth century onwards, with a focus on Korea and its relationship
with East Asia and the USA. In contrast with many books which concentrate exclusively on the
twentieth century, this book offers a long-term perspective on modernity and modernization in East
Asia. It addresses the tributary system, the Meiji Restoration, Japanese imperialism in East Asia, and
the Cold War in East Asia. It also incorporates the First and Second Indochina Wars from Vietnam's
perspective and expands the geographical scope of East Asia beyond the traditional framework of
Korea, Japan, and China. The book begins with the tributary system as a starting point of East Asian
modernity in contrast to the old view that the tributary system was not a modern system. It rejects
the idea that Japan was modernizing while Korea remained stagnant and shows why Japanese
colonialism continues to be controversial and problematic. Through the book's emphasis on
Vietnam's perspective of the Indochina Wars, it places much value on nationalism, anti-imperialism,
and decolonization as forces of modernity and modernization. Relevant to scholars and students in
history, international relations, and East Asian studies more broadly, the book brings with it a novel,
fresh and innovative approach to East Asian history.

tribute system definition world history: Harmonious Intervention Professor Chih-yu Shih, Dr
Chiung-Chiu Huang, 2014-05-28 Two major features of international relations at the beginning of the
21st century are global governance and an ascendant China. Whether or not China will ultimately
sinicize global governance or become assimilated into global norms remains both a theoretical and a
practical challenge. This book offers an understanding of China’s intervention policy, an
understanding which is vital to overcome anxiety precipitated by the theoretical and practical
challenges.

tribute system definition world history: Re-imagining International Relations Barry
Buzan, Amitav Acharya, 2021-12-09 Aimed at readers interested in constructing a less West-centric,
more global discipline of International Relations, this book provides a concise, thorough introduction
to the thought and practice of international relations from premodern India, China and the Islamic
world, and how it relates to modern IR.

tribute system definition world history: China, the United Nations and World Order Samuel
S. Kim, 2015-03-08 China's role in the United Nations has been a significant one. Yet, Samuel Kim
contends, as far as the literature on Chinese foreign policy is concerned, the People's Republic of
China still remains outside the heuristic framework of the global community. In a comprehensive
macro-analysis of Chinese global politics, Professor Kim probes China's image and strategy of world
order as manifested through its behavior in the UN. The author draws upon a wide range of
previously untapped primary sources, including China's policy pronouncements and voting record
and over a hundred personal interviews with UN delegates and international civil servants. He finds
that Chinese participation has made the United Nations not only more representative but also more
relevant as the global political institution responding to the challenge of establishing a more humane
and just world order. Originally published in 1979. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest
print-on-demand technology to again make available previously out-of-print books from the
distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of
these important books while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal
of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in
the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.

tribute system definition world history: Mapping China and Managing the World
Richard J. Smith, 2013-05-20 From the founding of the Qin dynasty in 221 BCE to the present, the
Chinese have been preoccupied with the notion of ordering their world. Efforts to create and
maintain order are expressed not only in China’s bureaucratic institutions and methods of social and
economic organization but also in Chinese philosophy, religious and secular ritual, and
comprehensive systems of classifying all natural and supernatural phenomena. Mapping China and
Managing the World focuses on Chinese constructions of order (zhi) and examines the most
important ways in which elites in late imperial China sought to order their vast and variegated



world. This book begins by exploring the role of ancient texts and maps as the two prominent
symbolic devices that the Chinese used to construct cultural meaning, and looks at how changing
conceptions of ‘the world’ shaped Chinese cartography, whilst both shifting and enduring
cartographic practices affected how the Chinese regarded the wider world. Richard J. Smith goes on
to examine the significance of ritual in overcoming disorder, and by focusing on the importance of
divination shows how Chinese at all levels of society sought to manage the future, as well as the past
and the present. Finally, the book concludes by emphasizing the enduring relevance of the Yijing
(Classic of Changes) in Chinese intellectual and cultural life as well as its place in the history of
Sino-foreign interactions. Bringing together a selection of essays by Richard ]J. Smith, one of the
foremost scholars of Chinese intellectual and cultural history, this book will be welcomed by Chinese
and East Asian historians, as well as those interested more broadly in the culture of China and East
Asia.

tribute system definition world history: Civilization and Empire Shogo Suzuki, 2009-02-02
This book critically examines the influence of International Society on East Asia, and how its
attempts to introduce ‘civilization’ to ‘barbarous’ polities contributed to conflict between China and
Japan. Challenging existing works that have presented the expansion of (European) International
Society as a progressive, linear process, this book contends that imperialism - along with an
ideology premised on ‘civilising’ ‘barbarous’ peoples - played a central role in its historic
development. Considering how these elements of International Society affected China and Japan’s
entry into it, Shogo Suzuki contends that such states envisaged a Janus-faced International Society,
which simultaneously aimed for cooperative relations among its ‘civilized’ members and for the
introduction of ‘civilization’ towards non-European polities, often by coercive means. By examining
the complex process by which China and Japan engaged with this dualism, this book highlights a
darker side of China and Japan'’s socialization into International Society which previous studies have
failed to acknowledge. Drawing on Chinese and Japanese primary sources seldom utilized in
International Relations, this book makes a compelling case for revising our understandings of
International Society and its expansion. This book will be of strong interest to students and
researcher of international relations, international history, European studies and Asian Studies.

tribute system definition world history: Tradition, Treaties, and Trade Kirk W. Larsen,
2020-03-23 Relations between the Choson and Qing states are often cited as the prime example of
the operation of the “traditional” Chinese "tribute system.” In contrast, this work contends that the
motivations, tactics, and successes (and failures) of the late Qing Empire in Choson Korea mirrored
those of other nineteenth-century imperialists. Between 1850 and 1910, the Qing attempted to
defend its informal empire in Korea by intervening directly, not only to preserve its geopolitical
position but also to promote its commercial interests. And it utilized the technology of
empire—treaties, international law, the telegraph, steamships, and gunboats. Although the
transformation of Qing-Choson diplomacy was based on modern imperialism, this work argues that
it is more accurate to describe the dramatic shift in relations in terms of flexible adaptation by one of
the world’s major empires in response to new challenges. Moreover, the new modes of Qing
imperialism were a hybrid of East Asian and Western mechanisms and institutions. Through these
means, the Qing Empire played a fundamental role in Korea'’s integration into regional and global
political and economic systems.

tribute system definition world history: Globalization and Localization Zhenglai Deng, 2012
In a world where no country is an island isolated from others, globalization is bound to be contested,
debated, and de- and re-constructed at different levels across the international community. This
book collects articles authored by Chinese scholars on the subject of globalization and localization.

tribute system definition world history: The Greek World After Alexander 323-30 BC
Graham Shipley, 2014-03-18 The Greek World After Alexander 323-30 BC examines social changes
in the old and new cities of the Greek world and in the new post-Alexandrian kingdoms. An appraisal
of the momentous military and political changes after the era of Alexander, this book considers
developments in literature, religion, philosophy, and science, and establishes how far they are



presented as radical departures from the culture of Classical Greece or were continuous
developments from it. Graham Shipley explores the culture of the Hellenistic world in the context of
the social divisions between an educated elite and a general population at once more mobile and less
involved in the political life of the Greek city.

tribute system definition world history: The Oxford World History of Empire Peter Fibiger
Bang, Christopher Alan Bayly, Walter Scheidel, 2021 This is the first world history of empire,
reaching from the third millennium BCE to the present. By combining synthetic surveys, thematic
comparative essays, and numerous chapters on specific empires, its two volumes provide
unparalleled coverage of imperialism throughout history and across continents, from Asia to Europe
and from Africa to the Americas. Only a few decades ago empire was believed to be a thing of the
past; now it is clear that it has been and remains one of the most enduring forms of political
organization and power. We cannot understand the dynamics and resilience of empire without
moving decisively beyond the study of individual cases or particular periods, such as the relatively
short age of European colonialism. The history of empire, as these volumes amply demonstrate,
needs to be drawn on the much broader canvas of global history. Volume I: The Imperial Experience
is dedicated to synthesis and comparison. Following a comprehensive theoretical survey and bold
world history synthesis, fifteen chapters analyze and explore the multifaceted experience of empire
across cultures and through the ages. The broad range of perspectives includes: scale, world
systems and geopolitics, military organization, political economy and elite formation, monumental
display, law, mapping and registering, religion, literature, the politics of difference, resistance,
energy transfers, ecology, memories, and the decline of empires. This broad set of topics is united by
the central theme of power, examined under four headings: systems of power, cultures of power,
disparities of power, and memory and decline. Taken together, these chapters offer a comprehensive
and unique view of the imperial experience in world history.

tribute system definition world history: Redefining Heresy and Tolerance Hung Tak Wai,
2024-08-21 In Redefining Heresy and Tolerance, Hung Tak Wai examines how the Qing empire
governed Muslims and Christians under its rule with a non-interventionist policy. Manchu emperors
adopted a tolerant attitude towards Islam and Christianity as long as political stability and loyalty
remained unthreatened. However, Hung argues that such tolerance had its limitations. Since the
mid-eighteenth century, the Qing court intentionally minimised the importance of the Islamic
identity. Restrictions were imposed on the Muslims’ external connections with Western Asia. The
Christian minority was kept distant from politics and the Han majority. At the same time, Confucian
scholars began to acquire a new understanding of religion, but they were not encouraged to get in
touch with the Muslims and Christians. This book demonstrates how, from the late eighteenth to the
early nineteenth century, the Qing government prevented Confucian scholar-bureaucrats from
interfering in the religious life of Christians and Muslims, and how the Confucians’ understanding of
‘religion” was reshaped during the implementation of such policy in the period. This book reveals
that a different kind of ‘religious tolerance’ had already emerged among Sinophone intellectuals
before their contact with the West. “This book goes beyond the assumption of a homogeneous Han
society and pays attention to the religious groups that emerged after the seventeenth century, which
differed from, or even contradicted, Confucianism and other Chinese religions, and it is concerned
with how such alien communities influenced the development of Confucianism itself.” —Wang
Fan-sen, Academia Sinica ‘This book significantly enriches our comprehension of how early modern
Confucians, as adherents of a state/public religion, engaged with Abrahamic religions. By delving
into the dynamics of interreligious interaction, Redefining Heresy and Tolerance sheds new light on
the encounters between Confucianism and the Abrahamic faiths, offering fresh insights into the
complex religious landscape of Asian culture.” —Huang Chin-shing, Academia Sinica

tribute system definition world history: Cracking the AP World History: Modern Exam
2020, Premium Edition The Princeton Review, 2019-11-26 Make sure you're studying with the
most up-to-date prep materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, Princeton Review AP World
History: Modern Premium Prep, 2021 (ISBN: 9780525569701, on-sale August 2020). Publisher's



Note: Products purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality or
authenticity, and may not include access to online tests or materials included with the original
product.

tribute system definition world history: Reimagining the International Yongjin Zhang,
2025-01-07 A rich and enlightening study of Chinese international relations, this book examines
Chinese world ordering before the West as both intellectual history and institutional practices in
deep world history. It shows how engaging China’s historical pursuit of ordering the world can
contribute to our search for global foundations of international thought. Offering a distinctive
English School perspective, this volume is a call to put studies of Chinese international relations in
their proper historical context. It argues that such an approach leads to a better understanding of
Chinese ideas and statecraft and contends that reimagining the international is indispensable for a
fruitful pursuit of knowledge production in the construction of global IR.

tribute system definition world history: Empires Susan E. Alcock, 2001-08-09 Empires, the
largest political systems of the ancient and early modern world, powerfully transformed the lives of
people within and even beyond their frontiers in ways quite different from other, non-imperial
societies. Appearing in all parts of the globe, and in many different epochs, empires invite
comparative analysis - yet few attempts have been made to place imperial systems within such a
framework. This book brings together studies by distinguished scholars from diverse academic
traditions, including anthropology, archaeology, history and classics. The empires discussed include
case studies from Central and South America, the Mediterranean, Europe, the Near East, South East
Asia and China, and range in time from the first millennium BC to the early modern era. The book
organises these detailed studies into five thematic sections: sources, approaches and definitions;
empires in a wider world; imperial integration and imperial subjects; imperial ideologies; and the
afterlife of empires.

tribute system definition world history: China's Economic Statecraft: Co-optation,
Cooperation And Coercion Mingjiang Li, 2017-03-16 This book aims to study China's economic
statecraft in the contemporary era in a comprehensive manner. It attempts to explore China's
approaches to using its economic, trade, investment, and financial power for the pursuit of its
political, security, and strategic interests at the regional and global levels. The volume addresses
three major issue areas in particular. The first issue pertains to how Beijing has used its economic
clout to protect what it perceives as its 'core interests' in its external relations. Three cases are
included: the Taiwan issue, human rights, and territorial dispute in the South China Sea. The second
major area of inquiry focuses on how China has employed its economic power in its key bilateral
relations, including relations with Japan, North Korea, the United States, and other states in the East
Asian region. The third issue concerns China's economic statecraft in the global context. It
addresses the impacts of China's economic power and policy on the transformation of the global
financial structure, developments in Africa, the international intellectual property rights regime, and
China's food security relations with the outside world.

tribute system definition world history: China, State Sovereignty and International Legal
Order Phil C.W. Chan, 2015-05-19 China’s rise has aroused apprehension that it will revise the
current rules of international order to pursue and reflect its power, and that, in its exercise of State
sovereignty, it is unlikely to comply with international law. This book explores the extent to which
China’s exercise of State sovereignty since the Opium War has shaped and contributed to the
legitimacy and development of international law and the direction in which international legal order
in its current form may proceed. It examines how international law within a normative-institutional
framework has moderated China’s exercise of State sovereignty and helps mediate differences
between China’s and other States’ approaches to State sovereignty, such that State sovereignty, and
international law, may be better understood.
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