
bible study for non believers

**Bible Study for Non Believers: Exploring Scripture with an Open Mind**

bible study for non believers can seem like a paradox at first glance. After all, Bible study is often

associated with faith, worship, and religious conviction. But what if you're curious about the Bible

without identifying as a believer? Perhaps you’re seeking to understand the cultural impact, explore the

historical narratives, or simply want to engage with this ancient text from a fresh perspective. This

article is designed to guide non believers through a meaningful exploration of the Bible, helping to

remove barriers and offering practical tips to make the experience both insightful and approachable.

Why Consider Bible Study for Non Believers?

The Bible is more than just a religious book. It’s a foundational text that has shaped art, literature,

laws, ethics, and societal norms for millennia. For non believers, studying the Bible can offer:

- **Cultural literacy:** Understanding references in literature, art, movies, and everyday language often

hinges on biblical knowledge.

- **Historical perspective:** The Bible provides insight into ancient civilizations and human experiences

that resonate even today.

- **Philosophical reflection:** The stories and teachings pose timeless questions about morality,

purpose, and human nature.

- **Personal growth:** Reflecting on the narratives can inspire empathy, critical thinking, and self-

examination.

Engaging with the Bible doesn’t require faith—it demands curiosity and an open mind.



Approaching Bible Study as a Non Believer

Set Clear Intentions

Before diving in, ask yourself: Why am I interested in studying the Bible? Is it to understand a friend’s

faith, to research for academic or creative projects, or to explore life’s big questions? Your motivation

will shape your approach. Being intentional helps you stay focused and avoid feeling overwhelmed by

the Bible’s length and complexity.

Choose the Right Bible Translation

The Bible has been translated into countless versions, some geared toward religious devotion, others

toward readability or historical accuracy. For non believers, a more neutral, easy-to-understand

translation can make the text accessible without theological bias.

- **Recommended translations:** New International Version (NIV), New Revised Standard Version

(NRSV), or the English Standard Version (ESV).

- Avoid versions with heavy interpretive commentary unless you want theological perspectives.

Start with the Narrative Books

The Bible isn’t a single story but a collection of texts. For beginners, starting with narrative books like

Genesis, Exodus, or the Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John) can ground you in the historical and

cultural context without overwhelming theological concepts.



Effective Bible Study Techniques for Non Believers

Contextual Reading

Understanding the context behind each passage is key. The Bible was written over centuries, by

different authors, in distinct cultural settings. Learning about the historical backdrop, social customs,

and original audience can dramatically change how a passage is perceived.

Ask Questions

Approach the text with curiosity. Consider questions like:

- What was this passage trying to communicate to its original audience?

- How does this story or teaching reflect the values of its time?

- Are there universal themes that resonate beyond religious belief?

- What contradictions or complexities appear in the text?

Journaling your questions and reflections can deepen your engagement.

Use Study Tools

Non believers can benefit from resources designed for academic or interfaith study:

- **Study Bibles with minimal commentary:** These often provide historical and cultural notes.

- **Bible dictionaries and encyclopedias:** Explain terms, places, and customs.

- **Online resources:** Websites like Bible Gateway or Blue Letter Bible offer various translations and

tools.



- **Podcasts and lectures:** Scholars often discuss biblical themes in an accessible way.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Dealing with Religious Language

The Bible is steeped in religious terminology that may feel alienating or confusing. Instead of getting

stuck on unfamiliar words, try replacing them with simpler synonyms or look them up. Remember,

you’re analyzing literature as much as theology.

Encountering Difficult or Controversial Passages

The Bible contains passages that can be morally challenging or contradictory. It’s important to:

- Approach such texts critically, considering historical context.

- Recognize that the Bible reflects human perspectives and cultural norms of its time.

- Avoid rushing to judgment; instead, see these passages as opportunities for deeper study or

discussion.

Feeling Overwhelmed by the Volume

The Bible is a large and complex book. To avoid burnout:

- Set small, manageable study goals—read a chapter a day or focus on a specific theme.

- Take notes to track your progress and thoughts.

- Engage in group studies or discussions to share perspectives and sustain motivation.



Exploring Themes Relevant to Non Believers

Even without religious belief, many biblical themes carry universal significance:

Ethics and Morality

Stories such as the Good Samaritan or the Ten Commandments raise questions about justice,

compassion, and human behavior. Reflecting on these can inform your own ethical framework or spark

dialogue about societal values.

Human Nature and Suffering

Books like Job or Ecclesiastes delve into suffering, doubt, and the search for meaning—topics that

resonate deeply regardless of faith.

Community and Relationships

The Bible offers insights about human connection, forgiveness, and leadership, which can be

appreciated from a psychological or sociological standpoint.

Joining Bible Study Groups as a Non Believer

Participating in a Bible study group can enrich your experience, offering diverse viewpoints and

support. If you decide to join one:



- Be upfront about your perspective; many groups welcome questions and open dialogue.

- Seek interfaith or secular study groups that focus on academic or literary analysis rather than

devotional study.

- Use group discussions as a chance to challenge ideas respectfully and broaden your understanding.

How Bible Study Can Enhance Your Worldview

Engaging with the Bible as a non believer opens a window into one of humanity’s most influential

texts. It sharpens critical thinking by encouraging you to analyze complex narratives and ethical

dilemmas. It also fosters empathy by exposing you to experiences and values different from your own.

Whether you adopt its lessons, question its claims, or simply appreciate its literary artistry, the process

enriches your appreciation of culture and history.

---

Approaching the Bible without belief doesn’t diminish its value; in fact, it can deepen your

understanding of the world and the diverse ways humans seek meaning. Bible study for non believers

is less about conversion and more about exploration — an intellectual and cultural journey that can

surprise and enlighten.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of Bible study for non-believers?

Bible study for non-believers aims to provide an understanding of the historical, cultural, and literary

context of the Bible, helping individuals explore its teachings and themes without the requirement of

faith.



Can non-believers find value in studying the Bible?

Yes, non-believers can find value in studying the Bible as it offers insights into moral philosophy,

cultural history, literature, and the foundations of many societal values.

How should non-believers approach Bible study?

Non-believers should approach Bible study with an open mind and critical thinking, focusing on

understanding the text from a historical and literary perspective rather than a purely religious one.

Are there Bible study resources designed specifically for non-

believers?

Yes, there are many resources, including books, online courses, and discussion groups, that cater to

non-believers by presenting the Bible in a neutral, educational manner.

What are some common challenges non-believers face when studying

the Bible?

Common challenges include understanding ancient cultural contexts, grappling with religious language

and symbolism, and overcoming preconceived biases about the text.

How can Bible study for non-believers promote interfaith dialogue?

Studying the Bible can help non-believers understand Christian beliefs and values better, fostering

respectful conversations and greater empathy in interfaith contexts.

Is it necessary for non-believers to accept religious doctrines to study

the Bible?

No, non-believers do not need to accept any religious doctrines to study the Bible; they can engage

with it academically or culturally without adopting its faith-based claims.



What benefits can non-believers gain from group Bible study sessions?

Group Bible study sessions offer non-believers diverse perspectives, critical discussions, and a

supportive environment to explore the text and its implications in a non-judgmental setting.

Additional Resources

Bible Study for Non Believers: An Analytical Perspective

bible study for non believers represents a unique intersection of faith exploration and intellectual

inquiry. While traditionally associated with religious adherents, studying the Bible from a non-believer’s

viewpoint opens a nuanced avenue for cultural understanding, literary appreciation, and ethical

examination. This investigative article delves into the motivations, methodologies, and implications of

engaging in bible study for those who do not subscribe to Christian faith, revealing its broader

relevance in contemporary society.

Understanding the Appeal of Bible Study for Non Believers

The Bible remains one of the world’s most influential texts, shaping Western civilization’s legal

systems, literature, art, and moral frameworks. For non believers, engaging with the Bible is less about

spiritual conviction and more about exploring historical context, narrative structure, and philosophical

ideas. This approach transforms bible study into an academic or cultural exercise rather than a

devotional practice.

Several factors contribute to the rising interest in bible study among secular audiences:

Cultural Literacy: Familiarity with biblical stories and themes is essential for understanding many

references in literature, film, and public discourse.



Ethical Inquiry: The Bible’s moral teachings provoke reflection on universal questions about

human nature, justice, and community.

Historical Analysis: As an ancient text composed over centuries, the Bible offers insights into the

socio-political realities of past civilizations.

These motivations highlight how bible study for non believers can serve as a bridge between religious

traditions and secular knowledge.

Approaches to Bible Study for Non Believers

Unlike traditional bible study groups focused on faith affirmation, non-believers often adopt analytical or

comparative methods. This distinction shapes the selection of materials, interpretative frameworks, and

discussion styles.

Academic and Scholarly Methods

Many non-believers approach the Bible as literature or history. This involves:

Textual Criticism: Examining manuscripts, authorship, and translation variations to understand

the Bible’s development.

Historical Contextualization: Investigating the cultural, political, and religious milieu in which

biblical texts were written.

Literary Analysis: Analyzing narrative techniques, symbolism, and genre diversity within the



scriptures.

Such methods are common in university courses and secular study groups, where the goal is to

appreciate the Bible’s complexity without endorsing its supernatural claims.

Philosophical and Ethical Exploration

Another dimension of bible study for non believers involves engaging with the ethical dilemmas and

philosophical questions raised by biblical narratives. For instance, the stories of Job’s suffering or the

Sermon on the Mount’s moral exhortations can be examined through secular ethical theories such as

utilitarianism or virtue ethics.

This reflective practice helps non-believers evaluate the Bible’s relevance to contemporary moral

debates, fostering critical thinking about values and human behavior.

Challenges and Considerations in Bible Study for Non Believers

While the intellectual benefits are clear, non-believers face specific challenges when approaching the

Bible:

Interpretative Bias: Preconceived skepticism or disbelief can hinder open engagement with the

text’s intentions and historical significance.

Terminological Barriers: Religious language and symbolism may be difficult to decode without

prior theological knowledge.



Community Dynamics: Participating in bible study groups often requires navigating faith-based

assumptions and conversations.

Addressing these issues requires intentional strategies such as seeking secular or interfaith study

environments, utilizing annotated editions, or employing critical commentaries that clarify complex

passages.

Resources and Tools for Effective Bible Study Without Faith

To facilitate meaningful exploration, a variety of resources cater specifically to non-believers interested

in bible study:

Annotated and Study Bibles

Editions like the New Oxford Annotated Bible provide historical and literary notes that contextualize

verses without theological bias. These tools help readers understand content beyond devotional

interpretation.

Online Platforms and Courses

Digital platforms such as Coursera or edX offer courses on biblical literature and history from secular

universities. These structured programs enable systematic study guided by experts.



Interdisciplinary Texts

Books that combine biblical scholarship with fields like anthropology, archaeology, or philosophy enrich

non-believers’ engagement by connecting scripture to broader human experiences.

The Impact of Bible Study for Non Believers on Broader

Dialogue

Engaging with the Bible from a non-faith perspective contributes to cross-cultural understanding and

dialogue. It challenges the notion that the Bible is solely a sacred text for believers, highlighting its role

as a foundational cultural artifact.

Moreover, such study encourages respectful conversations between religious and secular communities.

Non-believers who invest time in understanding biblical narratives can better appreciate the faith-based

motivations of others, while believers may gain insight into alternative interpretations and critiques.

This mutual comprehension is increasingly valuable in pluralistic societies where religious literacy

fosters social cohesion and informed discourse.

Potential for Personal Growth

Although non-believers do not approach the Bible with spiritual expectations, many report personal

growth through bible study. The text’s storytelling and ethical reflections can inspire critical self-

examination and broaden perspectives on human nature.

In this way, bible study becomes less about conversion or affirmation and more about intellectual

enrichment and empathy development.



Comparing Bible Study Approaches: Believers vs. Non Believers

A comparative look at bible study practices reveals distinct priorities and experiences:

Purpose: Believers often seek spiritual guidance and faith reinforcement, whereas non-believers1.

aim for historical understanding or ethical reflection.

Interpretation: Faith-based groups may interpret scripture literally or devotionally; non-believers2.

tend toward critical or symbolic readings.

Community: Bible study for believers typically occurs within religious communities, fostering3.

shared belief; non-believers may study independently or in secular groups.

Recognizing these differences underscores the diversity of bible study as a practice and its adaptability

to various worldviews.

---

Exploring bible study for non believers reveals a multifaceted phenomenon that transcends traditional

religious boundaries. By engaging with the Bible through a lens of inquiry rather than faith, non-

believers contribute to a richer understanding of one of humanity’s most enduring texts. This approach

not only enhances cultural literacy but also enriches dialogue between believers and skeptics, offering

a platform for mutual respect and intellectual exchange.
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  bible study for non believers: Introducing Jesus Peter Scazzero, 1991-10-01 Peter Scazzero
provides all you need to know for starting and leading an evangelistic Bible study, including six
sample Bible studies (with leader's notes).
  bible study for non believers: Methodical Bible Study Robert A. Traina, 2002 This inductive
study in a simple, practical textbook in hermeneutics compares related Bible texts in order to let the
Bible interpret itself.
  bible study for non believers: Non-Christian Religions of the World William Muir,
2009-05-12 With our American Philosophy and Religion series, Applewood reissues many primary
sources published throughout American history. Through these books, scholars, interpreters,
students, and non-academics alike can see the thoughts and beliefs of Americans who came before
us.
  bible study for non believers: Get Real John S. Leonard, 2013-10-01 Instead of an awkward
experience, sharing your faith can be a simple, everyday part of life. As you grow in your love for
Jesus, sharing him with others will overflow into every conversation. Casual interactions will turn
into significant moments that bring the gospel into all your relationships.
  bible study for non believers: DRS: An Intellectual Approach To Bible Study II Dr. Shi-Brone
(Jake) Jacobs, 2016-12-14 Dr. Jacobs book provides a series of methods by which to objectively
approach difficult Biblical topics. Additionally, it offers readers a perspective view held by many
non-Christians so that appropriate apologetic stances can be developed.
  bible study for non believers: BIBLE STUDY METHOD Nhut Minh Nguyen , 2022-11-05
INTRODUCTION This book, The People of God Bible Study Method, was inspired by a vision and a
voice from God that I received during a time when God's people were thirsty for His word, as stated
in the following passage: “11 The days are coming, declares the Sovereign Lord, ‘when I will send a
famine through the land—not a famine of food or a thirst for water, but a famine of hearing the
words of the Lord. 12 People will stagger from sea to sea and was er from north to east, searching
for the word of the Lord, but they will not find it.’ ” (Amos 8:11-12). After completing the eight
lessons in this book, hundreds of people who attended the study will proactively participate in and
lead small-group Bible studies. Experiments demonstrate that after using this method to teach the
Bible for more than a year. They came from various nations, including Vietnam, Thailand, Japan,
Korea, Germany, Russia, Ukraine, Australia, and Canada, as well as US states like California,
Nevada, Washington, Oregon, Arkansas, North Carolina, Colorado, Texas, and Utah. As a result,
many lives have been touched and inspired to study the Bible.
  bible study for non believers: Christ for Post-Christians Fred W. McRae, 2015-10-20 How
do you introduce people to Jesus Christ who have had no contact with the Bible or its message? How
do you reach those who have had no contact with the church and do not understand Christian
terminology and may have a negative view of Christians? This is the culture in which we now find
ourselves. By explaining how to use Bible discussion groups to introduce the gospel message in a
relevant way in today's post-Christian culture, this book introduces the reader to a new and radical
form of the small group Bible study. This study is solely oriented toward the needs of the
post-Christian. This book trains the reader to establish, grow, and lead Bible studies oriented toward
those who do not understand Christian vocabulary, have little or no knowledge of the Bible, and
have never heard the gospel. The author believes that the best missionary is the Bible itself. Instead
of the leader answering any questions the attendees may have, the Bible provides the answers to
questions posed. Thus, this book will give the reader confidence to let the Bible do the important
task of evangelism.
  bible study for non believers: What You Need to Know About the Bible in 12 Lessons Max
Anders, 1998-01-15 God has spoken and still speaks to His people through His written word. Anders
shows how to use the Bible for devotion, for study, and for effective living.
  bible study for non believers: Representing God Méadhbh McIvor, 2020-10-06 Over the past
two decades, increasing numbers of Britons possessing Christian views and beliefs have taken to the



courts to enforce what are framed as religious rights under both European and domestic legislation.
These cases typically involve Christians who have been penalized for seeking faith-based exemptions
from their conditions of employment - e.g. Christian registrars who claim a conscientious objection
to registering the marriages or civil partnerships of same-sex couples, or employees who ask for
exceptions to uniform policies that forbid the visible wearing of religious jewellery (crosses and
crucifixes). Observers of American politics and culture will be familiar with the view that devout
Christians are victims of secular intolerance. American right-wing evangelical groups have launched
well-funded legal challenges to federal and state laws with a view to establishing opt-out or
conscientious objection provisions of the sort noted above. (Some of these cases will be heard by the
U.S. Supreme Court soon.) The American connection to the English controversies is direct, as the
legal activism of English lobby organizations such as the Christian Legal Centre (CLC) is inspired by
American conservative legal strategies - and CLC also receives donations from American sources.
(Although it should be noted that most of CLC's donor base is English.) This is an especially delicate
matter in England - a country which maintains an established Church but which remains wary of
those who do God in public. This book is an ethnographic investigation of this contemporary issue
and is based on the author's two years of ethnographic research split between a conservative
Christian lobby group (CLC) and a conservative evangelical church in London. The author reveals
that evangelicals on the ground are deeply ambivalent about the impact of this legal theology.
Although some wholeheartedly support the legal battles waged by organizations like CLC and see
them as essential for allowing them to discharge their missionary obligations, others are concerned
about the possible negative consequences of using secular law as a vehicle for their faith and the
potential damage such legal strategies might do to their efforts to spread the Gospel--
  bible study for non believers: Women Leaders in the Student Christian Movement:
1880-1920 Russell, Thomas A., 2017-10-12 The SCM -- The whys of SCM's women leaders -- SCM
committee women -- SCM general and assistant general secretaries -- Introducing the traveling
secretary -- The ministry of the traveling secretary -- SCM short and long term pioneers -- SCM
targeted student group pioneers -- Scm warp and woof pioneers -- SCM conference speakers -- SCM
ecumenical pioneers -- SCM intellectual pioneers (biblical criticism and the social sciences) -- SCM
social gospel pioneers -- SCM woman's movement pioneers (definition and causes) -- SCM woman's
movement pioneers (benefits) -- Final thoughts
  bible study for non believers: A Skeptic’s Guide to Arts in the Church Mark Coppenger,
2018-09-19 Evangelical discourse on the role of arts in the church can be radioactive, and the
twenty-one contributors to this book walk right into the hot zone to pick up on twenty contentious
questions. The volume is a series of written dialogues, each one keyed to a cranky question, one that
a skeptic might raise (hence the title). Herein, the gainsayers are taken seriously and given their
voice. They even find support in some of the contributors' comments. But apologists for greater use
of arts and artists in the church have their say, and things can get edgy. Topics range from the
biblically august (the Second Commandment; the regulative principle; Great Commission priorities)
to the prudential (expense; bohemian influence; weaker brothers) to the programmatic (Christmas
festivities; committee makeup). Some of the parties to the discussion are church staffers (pastors
and ministers of music); some are professors; several are doctoral students; one is a college student;
another, a gallery owner; yet another, a denominational ethicist; and there's a Canadian and a
Korean in the mix. The collection of speakers and opinions is illuminating and bracing, and the fruit
of their thinking makes for great reading and discussion.
  bible study for non believers: Bible Study Guide: 1 Timothy Andrew J. Lamont-Turner,
Embark on a journey through the pages of the Book of 1 Timothy—a letter that has resonated with
believers for centuries. Get ready to explore timeless teachings that bridge the gap between the
early Christian community and the challenges faced by believers in the modern world. In this
captivating study guide, you'll uncover practical insights on leadership, ethical conduct, the pursuit
of godliness, and the significance of sound doctrine. Walk alongside the apostle Paul as he imparts
invaluable wisdom to his young disciple, Timothy. Discover the art of navigating relationships,



addressing conflicts, and fostering unity within the Church. Join us in reflecting on the relevance of
Paul's teachings to contemporary life, whether you're a seasoned Bible scholar or someone taking
your first steps into the world of biblical exploration. Through chapter summaries,
thought-provoking questions, heartfelt prayers, and insightful reflections, you'll be equipped to apply
the teachings of 1 Timothy to your own journey of faith. As you immerse yourself in the truths of 1
Timothy, prepare to experience a fresh encounter with the Word of God. Unveil wisdom that not only
informs but also transforms, guiding you to a deeper understanding of God's plan for your life and
your role within the body of believers. Get ready to embark on a transformative journey—one that
draws you closer to the heart of Christ, empowers you to navigate life's complexities with grace, and
inspires you to shine the light of God's truth in an ever-changing world. Discover the power of 1
Timothy. Unleash the wisdom that beckons you forward. Your journey begins here.
  bible study for non believers: Biblical Foundations for Baptist Churches John S. Hammett,
2019-02-26 An updated examination of ecclesiology from a Baptist perspective In this useful book,
professor and former pastor John Hammett helps church leaders think through foundational
questions about the nature of the church. Blending biblical teaching and practical ministry
experience, Hammett presents a comprehensive ecclesiology from a historic Baptist perspective,
examining crucial contemporary issues such as church discipline, the role of elders, and church
ministry in a post-Christian culture. This second edition contains updates throughout, including: ·
Substantive changes to chapters on the nature of the church, Baptist church polity, and deacons · An
expanded chapter on baptism and the Lord’s Supper · A thoroughly revised chapter on church
models like multisite churches and missional churches · A brand-new chapter on meaningful church
membership
  bible study for non believers: A Biblical Study of Divorce Dale Fisher, 2004-08 Having been
taught the strict Traditional View, the author studied the Scripture and concluded that this view is
lacking both biblically and in practiceas are the Traditional Dissolution-Divorce, the Betrothal, and
the Consanguinity views. Studying all the pertinent passages, the author adopted what he calls the
More Liberal Dissolution-Divorce View. The two testaments teach the same view on divorce and
remarriage with one exception. The New Testament passages of Jesus and the Apostle Paul are
interpreted in harmony with Greek grammar and the meaning of words. The author concluded that
the divorce teaching of Scripture is addressed only to believers, and that it is time to stop the
hypocrisy (fostered by the other views) of professing a certain belief but not daring to implement
that belief in practice. The author knows of no study in print that reaches these important
conclusions.
  bible study for non believers: Religious Studies in Alberta Ronald Neufeldt, 2006-01-01
This first volume on the “state-of-the-art” in religious studies in Canada offers a description and
critique of the field in the colleges, universities, and secondary schools in Alberta. Among the
findings: philosophical-theological and textual approaches to the study of religion predominate, to
the relative neglect of methodologies employed in fields such as sociology and anthropology; the
quality and quantity of published research is significant but focusses on Christian studies; some
interdisciplinary study is being carried on and benefits religious studies as well as other fields;
religious studies scholars in Alberta have a relatively high public profile, but their exercise of public
responsibility is time consuming and can jeopardize career advancement; in view of wide-spread
religious illiteracy among students, descriptive courses must not be neglected in favour of analytical
ones. An appendix listing courses offered in the schools surveyed concludes the volume.
  bible study for non believers: Study Foundations: The Top Ten Things You Need to Know to
Study the Scriptures Effectively Christy Anderson, 2011-01-09 Develop your skills in the art of
biblical interpretation with this easy to read guide.
  bible study for non believers: Year of Progress in the World's Student Christian Federation
World's Student Christian Federation, 1899
  bible study for non believers: HOW TO STUDY YOUR BIBLE Edward D. Andrews,
2017-09-10 In 'HOW TO STUDY YOUR BIBLE: Rightly Handling the Word of God,' readers gain



access to a definitive guide designed to enhance their ability to approach the Scriptures with
precision and insight. This manual distills complex concepts of biblical interpretation into
understandable, actionable knowledge that empowers both new believers and seasoned theologians
to unlock the depths of Scripture. Beginning with a solid foundation on the infallibility, inerrancy,
and authority of the Bible, the book progresses through sixteen chapters, each advancing the
reader's skills in extracting the original meanings intended by the biblical authors. It delves into the
techniques of navigating the Bible’s various literary genres, understanding its historical contexts,
and conducting effective word studies. Additionally, it explores the crucial role of the Holy Spirit in
guiding interpretation according to a conservative evangelical framework. 'HOW TO STUDY YOUR
BIBLE' serves as more than a guide—it is an essential tool that prepares you to engage deeply and
thoughtfully with God's Word. Whether for personal study, teaching, or preaching, this book is
crafted to enhance your scriptural engagement and to foster a more profound understanding of the
Bible, ensuring you are well-equipped to apply its timeless truths.
  bible study for non believers: Understanding Theories of Religion Ivan Strenski, 2015-03-30
Featuring comprehensive updates and additions, the second edition of Understanding Theories of
Religion explores the development of major theories of religion through the works of classic and
contemporary figures. • A new edition of this introductory text exploring the core methods and
theorists in religion, spanning the sixteenth-century through to the latest theoretical trends •
Features an entirely new section covering religion and postmodernism; race, sex, and gender; and
religion and postcolonialism • Examines the development of religious theories through the work of
classic and contemporary figures from the history of anthropology, sociology, psychology,
philosophy, and theology • Reveals how the study of religion evolved in response to great cultural
conflicts and major historical events • Student-friendly features include chapter introductions and
summaries, biographical vignettes, a timeline, a glossary, and many other learning aids
  bible study for non believers: A Gay Epiphany Robert K. Pavlick, 2010-12-22 “A Gay
Epiphany” is basically my autobiography, the autobiography of a “man of no importance”, but it is
really much more than that. It covers a 55 year journey beginning with an innocent young child’s
search for God, complicated by the conflicting dogmas and interpretations of institutional
Christianity and coupled with growing up gay in the 1950’s and 60’s. The book covers the struggles
of a young man who wants only to serve God, but who meets with nothing but religious hostility and
condemnation from institutional Christianity due to his homosexuality. It addresses many areas of
study including comparative religion, Eastern philosophy, New Age, The Christian Right, politics,
The American Dream, fundamentalism, misinterpretation of religious texts, authenticity of the Bible
itself and many other related topics quoting from specialists in those fields of study. It is an appeal
to religious leaders, parents, educators and legislators to show more compassion towards gay men
and women and grant them the full respect and equality to which they are entitled under a secular
democracy. It is my gift to my gay brothers and sisters who may still be struggling with how to
integrate their sexual identity with their spirituality. It is also intended as my gift to those in the
heterosexual community who still may be struggling with which spiritual path, out of the hundreds
that exist, would be most advantageous to their spiritual growth. One can either choose a path which
believes that “the glass is half empty” or a path which believes that the “glass is half full.”
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