
history of racism in boston

**The Complex History of Racism in Boston: Unpacking the Past to Understand
Today**

history of racism in boston is a topic that reveals a layered and often
uncomfortable narrative about one of America's oldest cities. While Boston is
celebrated for its rich colonial heritage, its pivotal role in the American
Revolution, and its reputation as an intellectual and cultural hub, the
city’s history also includes periods marked by racial discrimination and
segregation. Exploring Boston’s racial past sheds light on the systemic
challenges faced by African Americans and other minority communities, as well
as the ongoing efforts to confront and address these issues.

The Early Roots of Racism in Boston

Boston’s history dates back to the early 1600s, and with colonization came
the establishment of racial hierarchies that would persist for centuries.
African Americans were present in Boston almost from the city's founding,
initially as enslaved people. Despite Massachusetts’ early moves toward
abolishing slavery—such as the 1783 judicial decision that effectively ended
slavery in the state—racial inequality remained deeply ingrained.

Slavery and Early African American Life

In the 17th and 18th centuries, Boston’s economy was closely tied to the
transatlantic slave trade, and slavery was a legal institution in the region.
Many enslaved Africans worked in households, docks, and shipyards. Although
Massachusetts became one of the first states to abolish slavery, the African
American community continued to face social exclusion and prejudice.

The African Meeting House, founded in 1806, became a beacon for Black
Bostonians, serving as both a place of worship and a center for abolitionist
activities. The city's Black community was small but resilient, laying
foundations for future civil rights advocacy.

Segregation and Discrimination in the 19th and
Early 20th Centuries

As Boston grew, so did its African American population. However, systemic
racism manifested through segregation in housing, education, and employment,
limiting opportunities for Black residents.

Housing Discrimination and the Creation of Segregated
Neighborhoods

One of the most pervasive forms of racism was residential segregation.
African Americans in Boston were often restricted to certain neighborhoods,



primarily in the South End and Roxbury. Landlords and real estate agents
employed discriminatory practices, such as redlining and restrictive
covenants, to prevent Black families from moving into predominantly white
areas.

This segregation created concentrated pockets of poverty and limited access
to quality services and amenities. The legacy of these housing policies can
still be felt today in Boston’s urban landscape.

Educational Inequality and School Segregation

Boston’s public schools became battlegrounds for racial equality. Despite
Massachusetts’ progressive reputation, schools were often de facto
segregated. Black children frequently attended overcrowded, underfunded
schools with fewer resources than their white counterparts.

The 19th and early 20th centuries saw efforts by African American activists
to challenge these inequalities. However, meaningful desegregation would not
occur until much later, underscoring the entrenched nature of educational
racism in the city.

The Civil Rights Era: Boston’s Struggle with
Integration

The mid-20th century was a pivotal moment for Boston in confronting its
history of racism. The civil rights movement that swept across the nation
also ignited activism in Boston, as African Americans and their allies
demanded equal rights and an end to discriminatory practices.

The Boston Busing Crisis

Perhaps the most famous—and infamous—episode in Boston’s racial history is
the 1970s busing crisis. In an effort to desegregate public schools, the
federal court ordered the city to implement a busing plan that would
transport students across neighborhoods to achieve racial balance.

The plan was met with fierce resistance from many white Bostonians, leading
to violent protests and a long period of racial tension. The busing crisis
highlighted deep-seated racial divisions and the challenges of achieving
integration in a city with a history of segregation.

Activism and Community Organizing

Despite these challenges, the civil rights era also saw the rise of powerful
African American leadership in Boston. Activists organized to combat police
brutality, advocate for fair housing, and push for economic opportunities.
Organizations like the NAACP and local grassroots groups played crucial roles
in advancing racial justice.



Contemporary Reflections: Racism in Boston
Today

While Boston has made significant progress since the days of slavery and the
busing crisis, the history of racism in Boston still influences the city’s
social and economic fabric. Issues such as racial disparities in education,
housing affordability, and policing continue to provoke debate and activism.

Housing and Economic Inequality

Boston remains one of the most segregated cities in the United States by
neighborhood. Economic disparities, often along racial lines, persist, with
Black and Latino communities facing higher rates of poverty and unemployment.

Efforts to address these inequalities include affordable housing initiatives,
community development programs, and policy reforms aimed at reducing systemic
barriers.

Policing and Racial Justice

The relationship between Boston’s law enforcement and minority communities
has been fraught, echoing national conversations about police reform and
racial profiling. High-profile incidents and community protests have pushed
the city to adopt new approaches to policing and accountability.

Learning from the Past to Build a More
Inclusive Boston

Understanding the history of racism in Boston is essential for fostering a
more equitable future. By acknowledging the city’s complex past—from its role
in slavery to struggles over school integration and beyond—residents and
policymakers can better address ongoing racial disparities.

Educational programs, public dialogues, and community engagement are key
tools in this process. Museums and historical sites, such as the Museum of
African American History and the African Meeting House, offer vital
perspectives on the contributions and challenges of Boston’s Black community.

Boston’s story is a powerful reminder that progress requires confronting
uncomfortable truths and committing to systemic change. As the city continues
to evolve, its layered history serves as both a caution and an inspiration
for building a more just society.

---

Exploring Boston’s history of racism reveals not only the struggles faced by
marginalized communities but also the resilience and activism that have
shaped the city. By digging deep into this history, Bostonians and visitors
alike gain insight into the forces that have molded the city’s identity—and
the work still needed to create a truly inclusive future.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are some key historical events related to racism
in Boston?

Key historical events related to racism in Boston include the Boston Massacre
(1770), the exclusion of African Americans from many neighborhoods in the
19th and 20th centuries, the Boston busing crisis of the 1970s, and ongoing
struggles for racial equality.

How did the Boston busing crisis reflect racial
tensions in the city?

The Boston busing crisis in the 1970s was a response to court-ordered
desegregation of public schools, which led to violent protests and widespread
opposition, highlighting deep racial divisions and resistance to integration
in the city.

What role did slavery and abolitionism play in
Boston's history?

Boston was a hub of abolitionist activity in the 19th century, with figures
like Frederick Douglass and William Lloyd Garrison advocating against
slavery, but the city also had economic ties to slavery and exhibited racial
discrimination despite abolitionist efforts.

How has housing discrimination affected racial
minorities in Boston historically?

Housing discrimination, including redlining and restrictive covenants,
systematically excluded Black and other minority residents from certain
neighborhoods in Boston, contributing to segregation and unequal access to
resources and opportunities.

What impact did the African American community have
on Boston's history?

The African American community in Boston has played a vital role in shaping
the city's cultural, social, and political landscape through activism,
education, and contributions to arts and business despite facing systemic
racism.

How did segregation manifest in Boston schools before
the busing crisis?

Before the busing crisis, Boston schools were largely segregated due to
residential segregation and discriminatory policies, leading to unequal
educational opportunities for Black students compared to their white peers.

What is the significance of the Boston Massacre in



the context of racial history?

While primarily a colonial protest against British rule, the Boston Massacre
also involved racial dynamics, as Crispus Attucks, a man of African and
Native American descent, was the first casualty, symbolizing the complex
racial history of the city.

How have racial inequalities in employment affected
Boston's minority communities historically?

Racial inequalities in employment have historically limited job opportunities
for minority communities in Boston, leading to economic disparities and
perpetuating cycles of poverty and social exclusion.

What efforts have been made in Boston to address its
history of racism?

Efforts to address Boston's history of racism include civil rights activism,
educational reforms, community programs promoting diversity and inclusion,
and official apologies and memorials recognizing past injustices.

How does Boston's history of racism compare to other
Northern US cities?

Like many Northern US cities, Boston experienced systemic racism through
segregation, discrimination, and racial violence, though its specific
history, such as the busing crisis, highlights unique local dynamics within
the broader context of American racial history.

Additional Resources
History of Racism in Boston: An Analytical Review

History of racism in Boston is a complex and deeply entrenched narrative that
reflects broader American social and racial dynamics, yet bears unique local
characteristics stemming from the city’s distinct historical, economic, and
cultural developments. Boston, often heralded as the cradle of American
liberty and progressive thought, paradoxically harbors a legacy marked by
persistent racial disparities, segregation, and conflict. Examining this
history is essential to understanding contemporary racial tensions and
ongoing efforts toward equity in the city.

Historical Context and Early Racial Dynamics

Boston’s racial history dates back to the colonial era, where African
Americans were present as enslaved individuals and later as free people
living under strict social constraints. Despite Massachusetts’ early
abolition of slavery in the late 18th century, Boston’s African American
population faced systemic barriers in housing, employment, and education
throughout the 19th century. This period also saw the city as a hub for
abolitionist activities, yet these efforts coexisted with entrenched racial
prejudices and segregated communities.



The influx of European immigrants during the 19th and early 20th centuries,
particularly Irish and Italian groups, further complicated racial relations.
Competition for jobs and housing often pitted these immigrant communities
against Boston’s Black residents. The resulting social stratification sowed
seeds of racial tension that would reverberate throughout the city’s history.

Segregation and Housing Inequality

One of the most significant aspects of the history of racism in Boston is the
entrenched residential segregation that has long shaped the city’s
neighborhoods. Throughout the 20th century, racially restrictive covenants,
redlining by financial institutions, and discriminatory real estate practices
systematically excluded Black families from many parts of the city. Even as
legal segregation was dismantled, de facto segregation persisted through
economic disparities and zoning policies.

The phenomenon of "white flight" during the mid-20th century, where white
residents moved to suburban areas as Black families sought better
opportunities in the city, further intensified segregation. Neighborhoods
like Roxbury and Dorchester became predominantly African American, while many
white residents clustered in predominantly white enclaves. This division
reinforced unequal access to quality schools, healthcare, and municipal
resources.

Education and the Boston Busing Crisis

Education in Boston serves as a critical lens through which to view the
city’s racial history. The 1970s Boston busing crisis epitomized the fierce
resistance to desegregation efforts. Following a federal court ruling
declaring Boston’s public schools unconstitutionally segregated, a mandatory
busing plan was introduced to achieve racial integration. The policy aimed to
balance racial composition across schools but ignited violent protests,
community unrest, and long-lasting divisions.

This period exposed the depth of racial animosity not only between Black and
white residents but also among various socioeconomic groups. The busing
crisis also highlighted the limits of judicial intervention in resolving
deeply rooted social and racial inequities. The legacy of this era continues
to influence Boston’s education policies and race relations today.

Economic Disparities and Employment
Discrimination

The history of racism in Boston cannot be fully understood without examining
the economic inequalities experienced by its African American population.
Employment discrimination has historically restricted access to well-paying
jobs and career advancement for Black Bostonians. During the
industrialization era, many African Americans were confined to low-wage,
unstable jobs, while higher-paying positions were often reserved for white
workers.

Even in contemporary Boston, disparities in income and unemployment rates



between racial groups persist. According to recent data, Black residents
experience higher poverty rates and lower median household incomes compared
to white counterparts. These economic challenges contribute to the
perpetuation of racial segregation and hinder social mobility.

Policing and Criminal Justice

Policing practices in Boston have also reflected broader patterns of racial
bias and community mistrust. Over decades, African American neighborhoods
have been subject to disproportionate surveillance and aggressive law
enforcement tactics. Incidents of police brutality and racial profiling have
sparked protests and calls for reform.

The Boston Police Department’s history includes periods marked by overt
discrimination and exclusion of minorities within its ranks. Efforts to
diversify the force and improve community relations have been ongoing but met
with mixed success. The intersection of race and criminal justice remains a
critical issue in understanding the city’s racial dynamics.

Community Activism and Progress

Despite the challenges embedded in the history of racism in Boston, the city
has also been a site of significant activism and progress. Civil rights
organizations, local leaders, and grassroots movements have continuously
pushed for racial justice and equity. From the abolitionist efforts of the
19th century to contemporary campaigns addressing police reform and economic
inequality, Boston’s Black community has played an essential role in shaping
the city’s social fabric.

In recent decades, initiatives aimed at promoting diversity and inclusion
across sectors have gained momentum. Educational programs, affordable housing
projects, and economic development plans increasingly incorporate equity
considerations. However, the enduring legacy of historic racism necessitates
sustained and multifaceted approaches to achieve meaningful change.

Notable Milestones and Figures

Boston’s history of racism is also marked by notable milestones and
influential figures who challenged systemic oppression:

William Monroe Trotter: An early 20th-century civil rights activist and
editor who vocally opposed segregation and discrimination in Boston.

Melnea Cass: Known as the “First Lady of Roxbury,” Cass was instrumental
in advocating for civil rights, education, and community development.

Desegregation efforts: The landmark 1974 federal court case Morgan v.
Hennigan mandated school desegregation and highlighted institutional
racism within the Boston Public Schools system.



These examples illustrate both the resistance to and the resilience against
systemic racism in Boston’s history.

Contemporary Reflections and Ongoing Challenges

Today, Boston’s racial landscape continues to reflect the residual effects of
its historical injustices. Gentrification and rising housing costs have
introduced new dimensions to racial inequality, often displacing long-
standing minority communities. Educational disparities, while improved,
remain pronounced in certain areas, and economic opportunities are unevenly
distributed.

Public discourse in Boston increasingly acknowledges the city’s complicated
racial past, with institutions and government agencies engaging in truth-
telling and reconciliation efforts. Museums, academic institutions, and
cultural organizations have begun to document and disseminate the history of
racism in Boston more comprehensively, contributing to public awareness and
dialogue.

As the city moves forward, understanding the multilayered history of racism
in Boston is crucial for policymakers, educators, and residents committed to
fostering a more inclusive and equitable urban environment. Recognizing the
patterns of exclusion and resilience embedded in Boston’s social history
informs contemporary strategies to dismantle systemic barriers and promote
social cohesion.
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landlords, and banking industry leaders—through powerful grassroots campaigns. Gillis provides a
vivid portrayal of the political dynamics and the coalition of community organizers, neighborhood
leaders, and residents that played a pivotal role in rejecting the business-backed growth machine
and the city’s historically divisive racial politics. This book charts the strategic battles fought within
the corridors of power and on the streets and highlights the substantial impact these movements had
on the city’s governance and power dynamics. In a historic turn, in 2021, Michelle Wu became the
first woman, person of color, and Asian- American elected Mayor of Boston. Wu’s victory on a
similarly progressive platform as Flynn underscores the enduring relevance of his legacy, signaling a
hopeful future for more inclusive and effectively governed cities. The Battle for Boston poses a
critical inquiry: Can cities truly embrace progressivism and govern effectively in the twenty-first
century? This qualitative narrative study is a testament to the possibility of such governance, driven
by the indomitable spirit of those who strive for a fair and equitable society.
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History Kathryn Gin Lum, Paul Harvey, 2018 The Oxford Handbook of Religion and Race in
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American history. Thirty-four scholars from the fields of History, Religious Studies, Sociology,
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chronologically arranged accounts of specific historical periods that follow a narrative of religion
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the encoding of race and racial hierarchies in law, literature, and culture. How racial categories
facilitate social control The articles in the series demonstrate that the classification of humans
according to selected physical characteristics was an arbitrary decision that was not based on valid
scientific method. They also examine the impact of colonialism on the propagation of the concept
and note that racial categorization is a powerful social force that is often used topromote the



interests of dominant social groups. Finally, the collection surveys how laws based on race have
been enacted around the world to deny power to minority groups. A multidisciplinary resource This
collection of outstanding articles brings multiple perspectives to bear on race theory and draws on a
wider ranger of periodicals than even the largest library usually holds. Even if all the articles were
available on campus, chances are that a student would have to track them down in several libraries
and microfilm collections. Providing, of course, that no journals were reserved for graduate
students, out for binding, or simply missing. This convenient set saves students substantial time and
effort by making available all the key articles in one reliable source. Authoritative commentary The
series editor has put together a balanced selection of the most significant works, accompanied by
expert commentary. A general introduction gives important background informationand outlines
fundamental issues, current scholarship, and scholarly controversies. Introductions to individual
volumes put the articles in context and draw attention to germinal ideas and major shifts in the field.
After reading the material, even a beginning student will have an excellent grasp of the basics of the
subject. Also available individually by volume, 1. The Concept of Race in Natural and Social Science
(0-8153-2600-9) 288 pages. 2. Cultural and Literary Critiques of the Concepts of Race
(0-8153-2601-7) 3. Racial Classification and History (0-8153-2602-5) 4. The Judicial Isolation of the
Racially Oppressed (0-8153-2599-1)
  history of racism in boston: The Legacy of Slavery at Harvard The Presidential Committee on
the Legacy of Slavery, 2022-09-27 Harvard has had a close relationship with slavery. This report
details Black enslavement on campus, financial benefits the institution derived from slavery, the
leading roles of Harvard faculty and graduates in eugenics, and centuries of discrimination at the
university—as well as the resistance these activities inspired on campus and beyond.
  history of racism in boston: The Soiling of Old Glory Louis P. Masur, 2024-04 April 5, 1976.
As Boston simmered with tension over forced school busing, one photo made headlines. Examine the
power of photography and the iconic value of the flag, as it opens a dramatic window onto the
turbulent issue of race in America.
  history of racism in boston: Boston African American National Historic Site , 1984
  history of racism in boston: North to Boston Blake Gumprecht, 2023 North to Boston tells
the life histories of ten Black individuals who moved from the southern United States to Boston,
Massachusetts, during the Great Migration. Based on extensive oral history interviews and a
creative narrative structure, Gumprecht illuminates this singularly important event in the making of
Boston as it exists today.
  history of racism in boston: An Intellectual Biography of Africa Francis Kwarteng, 2022-07-13
Africa is the birthplace of humanity and civilization. And yet people generally don’t want to accept
the scientific impression of Africa as the birthplace of human civilization. The skeptics include
Africans themselves, a direct result of the colonial educational systems still in place across Africa,
and even those Africans who acquire Western education, particularly in the humanities, have been
trapped in the symptomatology of epistemic peonage. These colonial educational systems have
overstayed their welcome and should be dismantled. This is where African agency comes in. Agential
autonomy deserves an authoritative voice in shaping the curricular direction of Africa. Agential
autonomy implicitly sanctions an Afrocentric approach to curriculum development, pedagogy,
historiography, literary theory, indigenous language development, and knowledge construction.
Science, technology, engineering, mathematics?information and communications technology
(STEM-ICT) and research and development (R&D) both exercise foundational leverage in the
scientific and cultural discourse of the kind of African Renaissance Cheikh Anta Diop envisaged.
“Mr. Francis Kwarteng has written a book that looks at some of the major distortions of African
history and Africa’s major contributions to human civilization. In this context, Mr. Kwarteng joins a
long list of thinkers who roundly reject the foundational Eurocentric epistemology of Africa in favor
of an Afrocentric paradigm of Africa’s material, spiritual, scientific, and epistemic assertion. Mr.
Kwarteng places S.T.E.M. and a revision of the humanities at the center of the African Renaissance
and critiques Eurocentric fantasies about Africa and its Diaspora following the critical examples of



Cheikh Anta Diop, Ama Mazama, Molefi Kete Asante, Abdul Karim Bangura, Theophile Obenga,
Maulana Karenga, Mubabingo Bilolo, Kwame Nkrumah, Ivan Van Sertima, W.E.B. Du Bois, and
several others. Readers of this book will be challenged to look at Africa through a critical lens.” Ama
Mazama, editor/author of Africa in the 21st Century: Toward a New Future “There are countless
books about the evolution of European intellectual thought but scarcely any that captures the
pioneering contributions of Africans since the beginning of recorded knowledge in Kmet, a.k.a.
Ancient Egypt. Well, that long drought has ended with the publication of Kwarteng's An Intellectual
Biography of Africa: A Philosophical Anatomy of Advancing Africa the Diopian Way. Prepare to be
educated.” Milton Allimadi, author of Manufacturing Hate: How Africa Was Demonized in the Media
  history of racism in boston: Readings in the Theory of Religion Scott S. Elliott, Matthew
Waggoner, 2016-06-16 'Readings in the Theory of Religion' brings together classic and
contemporary texts to promote new ways of thinking about religion. The texts reflect the diverse
methods used in the study of religion: text and textuality; ritual; the body; gender and sexuality;
religion and race; religion and colonialism; and methodological and theoretical issues in the study of
religion. 'Readings in the Theory of Religion' is an indispensable introduction to theoretical and
interdisciplinary approaches in religious studies and provides the student with all the tools needed
to understand this fascinating and wide-ranging field.
  history of racism in boston: Unequal Treatment Institute of Medicine, Board on Health
Sciences Policy, Committee on Understanding and Eliminating Racial and Ethnic Disparities in
Health Care, 2009-02-06 Racial and ethnic disparities in health care are known to reflect access to
care and other issues that arise from differing socioeconomic conditions. There is, however,
increasing evidence that even after such differences are accounted for, race and ethnicity remain
significant predictors of the quality of health care received. In Unequal Treatment, a panel of
experts documents this evidence and explores how persons of color experience the health care
environment. The book examines how disparities in treatment may arise in health care systems and
looks at aspects of the clinical encounter that may contribute to such disparities. Patients' and
providers' attitudes, expectations, and behavior are analyzed. How to intervene? Unequal Treatment
offers recommendations for improvements in medical care financing, allocation of care, availability
of language translation, community-based care, and other arenas. The committee highlights the
potential of cross-cultural education to improve provider-patient communication and offers a
detailed look at how to integrate cross-cultural learning within the health professions. The book
concludes with recommendations for data collection and research initiatives. Unequal Treatment will
be vitally important to health care policymakers, administrators, providers, educators, and students
as well as advocates for people of color.
  history of racism in boston: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1997 The
Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United States
Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began
publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),
and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)
  history of racism in boston: Education for Empire Clif Stratton, 2016-01-26 Education for
Empire examines how American public schools created and placed children on multiple and uneven
paths to good citizenship. These paths offered varying kinds of subordination and degrees of
exclusion closely tied to race, national origin, and US imperial ambitions. Public school
administrators, teachers, and textbook authors grappled with how to promote and share in the
potential benefits of commercial and territorial expansion, and in both territories and states, how to
apply colonial forms of governance to the young populations they professed to prepare for varying
future citizenships. The book brings together subjects in American history usually treated
separately--in particular the formation and expansion of public schools and empire building both at
home and abroad. Temporally framed by the 1882 Chinese Exclusion and 1924 National Origins
Acts, two pivotal immigration laws deeply entangled in and telling of US quests for empire, case



studies in California, Hawaii, Georgia, New York, the Southwest, and Puerto Rico reveal that
marginalized people contested, resisted, and blazed alternative paths to citizenship, in effect
destabilizing the boundaries that white nationalists, including many public school officials, in the
United States and other self-described white men's countries worked so hard to create and
maintain--Provided by publisher.
  history of racism in boston: The Fight for Interracial Marriage Rights in Antebellum
Massachusetts Amber D. Moulton, 2015-04-06 Though Massachusetts banned slavery in 1780, prior
to the Civil War a law prohibiting marriage between whites and blacks reinforced the state’s racial
caste system. Amber Moulton recreates an unlikely collaboration of reformers who sought to rectify
what they saw as an indefensible injustice, leading to the legalization of interracial marriage.
  history of racism in boston: The Space Between Us Ryan D. Enos, 2017 The Space Between
Us brings the connection between geography, psychology, and politics to life. By going into the
neighborhoods of real cities, Enos shows how our perceptions of racial, ethnic, and religious groups
are intuitively shaped by where these groups live and interact daily. Through the lens of numerous
examples across the globe and drawing on a compelling combination of research techniques
including field and laboratory experiments, big data analysis, and small-scale interactions, this
timely book provides a new understanding of how geography shapes politics and how members of
groups think about each other. Enos' analysis is punctuated with personal accounts from the field.
His rigorous research unfolds in accessible writing that will appeal to specialists and non-specialists
alike, illuminating the profound effects of social geography on how we relate to, think about, and
politically interact across groups in the fabric of our daily lives--Jacket.
  history of racism in boston: Tolkien, Race, and Racism in Middle-earth Robert Stuart,
2022-04-15 Tolkien, Race, and Racism in Middle-earth is the first systematic examination of how
Tolkien understood racial issues, how race manifests in his oeuvre, and how race in Middle-earth,
his imaginary realm, has been understood, criticized, and appropriated by others. This book presents
an analysis of Tolkien’s works for conceptions of race, both racist and anti-racist. It begins by
demonstrating that Tolkien was a racialist, in that his mythology is established on the basis of
different races with different characteristics, and then poses the key question “Was Tolkien racist?”
Robert Stuart engages the discourse and research associated with the ways in which racism and
anti-racism relate Tolkien to his fascist and imperialist contemporaries and to twenty-first-century
neo-Nazis and White Supremacists—including White Supremacy, genocide, blood-and-soil philology,
anti-Semitism, and aristocratic racism. Addressing a major gap in the field of Tolkien studies, Stuart
focuses on race, racisms and the Tolkien legendarium.
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