weber politics as a vocation

Weber Politics as a Vocation: Understanding the Foundations of Political
Leadership

weber politics as a vocation is a concept that continues to resonate
profoundly within the study of political science and sociology. At its core,
this idea stems from the influential work of Max Weber, a German sociologist
whose reflections on politics, leadership, and authority have shaped our
understanding of what it means to engage in politics as a serious and
committed profession. Exploring Weber’'s perspective on politics not only
sheds light on the nature of power and leadership but also offers valuable
insights into the ethical and practical challenges faced by politicians and
public servants today.

Max Weber’s Concept of Politics as a Vocation

Max Weber introduced the idea of politics as a vocation in his famous
lecture, "Politics as a Vocation," delivered in 1918. In this lecture, Weber
explored the distinct qualities and responsibilities that define politics as
a career path, distinguishing it from other professions. He emphasized that
politics is not simply about personal ambition or the pursuit of power;
instead, it involves a deep commitment to serving the public and navigating
complex social realities.

The Meaning Behind “Politics as a Vocation”

When Weber refers to politics as a vocation, he highlights the idea that
politics demands a calling—a sense of duty and passion beyond mere job
description. For Weber, a politician must possess both a strong ethical
framework and a practical understanding of power dynamics. This duality
creates a tension between idealism and realism, where political actors must
balance moral convictions with pragmatic decisions.

Key Elements of Weber’s Political Ethic

Weber identified two main types of ethics that politicians grapple with:

e The Ethic of Conviction (Gesinnungsethik): This ethic is grounded in
unwavering moral principles and ideals. Politicians guided by this ethic
prioritize their personal beliefs and values, sometimes regardless of
the consequences.



e The Ethic of Responsibility (Verantwortungsethik): This ethic focuses on
the outcomes of political action. It requires politicians to consider
the practical effects of their decisions and to take responsibility for
unintended consequences.

Understanding these ethics helps explain why political decisions often
involve difficult trade-offs and why political leaders must navigate between
staying true to their ideals and adapting to real-world constraints.

The Relevance of Weber’s Ideas in Contemporary
Politics

In today’'s world, where politics often seems polarized and driven by short-
term gains, revisiting Weber’s ideas about politics as a vocation offers a
refreshing perspective. His insistence on the seriousness of political work
and the complex nature of leadership remains relevant as citizens and leaders
alike seek greater accountability and integrity in governance.

Politics as a Calling in Modern Democracies

Modern politicians can draw inspiration from Weber’s call for politics to be
a vocation rather than a mere career. Viewing political engagement as a
calling encourages leaders to prioritize public service and long-term
societal benefits. It also reminds voters to value those who demonstrate
genuine commitment to the public good rather than those motivated solely by
personal ambition or partisan interests.

Challenges to the Political Vocation Today

Despite its noble ideals, politics as a vocation faces significant challenges
in the contemporary landscape:

e Media and Public Scrutiny: The 24/7 news cycle and social media expose
politicians to constant scrutiny, sometimes discouraging genuine
political engagement in favor of image management.

* Populism and Polarization: The rise of populist movements often
challenges the ethical balance Weber described, favoring emotional
appeals over responsible governance.

* Complexity of Global Issues: Politicians today must navigate
increasingly complex issues like climate change, globalization, and



technological disruption, making responsible decision-making more
critical and difficult.

These challenges underscore the importance of educating future political
leaders about the vocation’s demands and ethical considerations.

Applying Weber’s Framework to Political
Leadership

Understanding Weber’'s politics as a vocation provides a useful framework for
analyzing political leadership styles and decision-making processes.

Leadership and Authority in Politics

Weber famously categorized authority into three types: traditional,
charismatic, and legal-rational. Political leaders often rely on a mix of
these forms of authority to build legitimacy and exercise power effectively.

- Traditional authority depends on established customs and historical
legitimacy.

- Charismatic authority arises from the personal qualities and vision of a
leader.

- Legal-rational authority is based on legal rules and institutional
frameworks.

Effective politicians understand how to balance these types of authority
while maintaining ethical responsibility, as Weber emphasized.

Lessons for Aspiring Politicians

For those considering politics as a career or vocation, Weber’'s insights
offer several valuable lessons:

1. Develop a Clear Sense of Purpose: Politics requires more than ambition;
it demands dedication to public service and the common good.

2. Balance Conviction and Responsibility: Navigating the tension between
idealism and pragmatism is essential to effective leadership.

3. Embrace Accountability: Accepting responsibility for outcomes, even
unintended ones, is a hallmark of ethical political behavior.



4. Understand Power Dynamics: Politics involves negotiating power
relationships; awareness of this helps leaders make informed decisions.

5. Commit to Lifelong Learning: The political landscape evolves rapidly,
requiring continuous education and adaptability.

These principles can help shape politicians who serve with integrity and
effectiveness.

Weber Politics as a Vocation in Academic and
Public Discourse

The concept of politics as a vocation continues to influence both academic
discussions and public debates about the role of politicians and governance.
Scholars often reference Weber when analyzing political ethics, leadership
qualities, and the nature of authority.

Influence on Political Sociology and Theory

Weber’s framework has been foundational in political sociology, helping
scholars dissect the motivations behind political behavior and the structures
of power. His idea that politics requires a unique blend of passion and
responsibility remains a touchstone for understanding political careers.

Public Perception and Political Culture

In many societies, the public’s expectations of politicians reflect Weber’s
ideas about vocation-looking for leaders who embody commitment, integrity,
and accountability. Discussions about corruption, political scandals, and
governance crises often invoke the contrast between politics as a noble
vocation and politics as self-interest.

Bringing Weber’s Vision to Life: Practical
Implications

Weber’s politics as a vocation is not just a theoretical concept but a
guiding principle that can influence how politics is practiced and perceived.



Training Political Leaders

Educational institutions and political training programs can incorporate
Weber’s insights to prepare future leaders who appreciate the ethical
complexities and responsibilities of political life. Emphasizing ethical
reflection alongside practical skills helps create well-rounded politicians.

Encouraging Civic Engagement

For citizens, understanding politics as a vocation can deepen appreciation
for public service and encourage more active and informed participation in
democratic processes.

Promoting Ethical Governance

Governments and political parties can foster cultures that prioritize
responsibility and conviction, reinforcing Weber’s ideal of politics as a
serious and committed vocation rather than opportunistic careerism.

Max Weber's exploration of politics as a vocation invites us to consider the
profound responsibilities and moral dilemmas inherent in political life. By
reflecting on his ideas, politicians, scholars, and citizens can cultivate a
more thoughtful, ethical, and effective political culture that serves the
common good with dedication and integrity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Max Weber's 'Politics as a
Vocation'?

'"Politics as a Vocation' primarily explores the nature of politics and the
role of politicians, emphasizing the concept of the state as the entity
holding the monopoly on legitimate use of physical force.

How does Weber define a politician in 'Politics as a
Vocation'?

Weber defines a politician as someone who lives 'for' politics or 'off'
politics, highlighting the dedication and professional commitment required to
engage effectively in political life.



What does Weber mean by the 'ethic of
responsibility' in politics?

The 'ethic of responsibility' refers to the idea that politicians must
consider the consequences of their actions and make pragmatic decisions to

achieve desired political outcomes, balancing moral convictions with real-
world effects.

How does Weber contrast the 'ethic of
responsibility' with the 'ethic of conviction'?

Weber contrasts the 'ethic of responsibility,' which focuses on outcomes and
practical consequences, with the 'ethic of conviction,' which is driven by
unwavering adherence to moral principles regardless of the results.

Why does Weber emphasize the monopoly of violence in
his essay?

Weber emphasizes that the state is defined by its monopoly on the legitimate
use of physical force within a given territory, making this monopoly central
to understanding political authority and governance.

What role does passion play in politics according to
Weber?

Weber argues that passion is essential for politicians, as it fuels
commitment and dedication; however, it must be tempered by a sense of
responsibility and reasoned judgment.

How 1s 'Politics as a Vocation' relevant to modern
political leadership?

'Politics as a Vocation' remains relevant as it provides insight into the
challenges political leaders face in balancing ethical considerations,
practical decision-making, and the responsibilities inherent in wielding
power.

What is Weber’'s view on the relationship between
politics and ethics?

Weber views politics as a realm where ethical ideals must be balanced with
pragmatic decision-making, suggesting that political action often requires
compromises and a realistic approach to complex social realities.



How does 'Politics as a Vocation' influence
contemporary political science?

Weber's essay has profoundly influenced contemporary political science by
introducing concepts such as the state's monopoly on violence, the
professionalization of politics, and the ethical tensions faced by political
actors.

Additional Resources

Weber Politics as a Vocation: Understanding the Ethos of Political Leadership

weber politics as a vocation is a foundational concept in political
sociology, tracing back to the seminal work of Max Weber, the early 20th-
century German sociologist. His essay, "Politics as a Vocation," provides a
rigorous examination of the nature of political leadership, authority, and
the ethical dilemmas inherent in governance. As a cornerstone of modern
political thought, Weber's analysis continues to resonate in contemporary
discussions about political responsibility, legitimacy, and the role of
violence and power in statecraft.

Unpacking Weber'’s Concept of Politics as a
Vocation

At the heart of Weber politics as a vocation lies the idea that politics is
more than a profession or a career path-it is a calling that demands specific
qualities of leadership and moral commitment. Weber famously argued that the
state is defined by its monopoly on the legitimate use of physical force,
which places politics in a unique position regarding authority and power.
Unlike other vocations, political leadership involves the capacity to wield
power responsibly while balancing ethical considerations with pragmatic
governance.

Weber emphasized the tension between what he termed the “ethic of conviction”
and the “ethic of responsibility.” The ethic of conviction refers to acting
according to unwavering principles regardless of outcomes, whereas the ethic
of responsibility involves considering the consequences of one’s actions
pragmatically. This dichotomy reflects the complex reality faced by
politicians who must navigate moral imperatives and practical constraints.

The Role of Charisma and Authority in Political
Vocation

An integral part of Weber’s analysis is his classification of authority into



three types: traditional, charismatic, and legal-rational. Politics as a
vocation often involves exercising one or more of these forms of authority to
maintain legitimacy and influence.

e Traditional authority draws on established customs and social
structures.

e Charismatic authority depends on the personal qualities and leadership
charisma of the individual.

e Legal-rational authority is grounded in legal frameworks and
bureaucratic norms.

In political leadership, charisma can be a powerful tool to inspire and
mobilize citizens. However, Weber warned that reliance on charisma alone can
be unstable, necessitating legal-rational structures to sustain governance.
The interplay between these authorities highlights the complexity of politics
as a vocation—-it requires not only personal qualities but also institutional
integrity.

The Ethical and Practical Dimensions of
Political Leadership

Weber's exploration of politics as a vocation is deeply concerned with ethics
in political action. The politician’s dilemma—balancing moral ideals with the
demands of realpolitik—remains a critical theme for scholars and
practitioners alike.

Ethic of Conviction vs. Ethic of Responsibility

One of Weber’s most enduring contributions is framing the ethical challenge
faced by politicians. The ethic of conviction prioritizes steadfast adherence
to moral principles, which can be crucial in maintaining integrity and public
trust. However, it risks inflexibility and unintended consequences if
politicians disregard potential outcomes.

Conversely, the ethic of responsibility requires politicians to assess the
results of their decisions, sometimes compromising idealism for practical
benefits. This pragmatic approach is essential for effective governance but
can lead to accusations of cynicism or moral compromise.

This ethical balancing act is evident in contemporary political debates,
where leaders must often make difficult choices in the face of competing
interests and limited resources.



Politics and the Use of Violence

Weber’s assertion that the state’s legitimacy hinges on its monopoly on the
use of physical force introduces a sobering dimension to politics as a
vocation. Political leaders are tasked with managing this power responsibly,
ensuring law and order while safeqguarding citizens' rights.

The potential for violence, whether through coercive state apparatus or
conflict, underscores the seriousness of political authority. It also raises
questions about the moral boundaries of state power and the limits of
political action—a discussion that remains relevant in areas such as law
enforcement, military engagement, and civil liberties.

Contemporary Relevance of Weber Politics as a
Vocation

In today’'s complex political landscape, Weber’s insights offer valuable
frameworks for understanding leadership challenges and governance dynamics.
The rise of populism, shifting democratic norms, and global crises have
intensified debates around political legitimacy and ethical governance.

Political Leadership in the Modern Era

Modern politicians must navigate an intricate web of media scrutiny, public

expectations, and institutional checks and balances. Weber’s emphasis on the
unique burdens of political office—such as the need for resilience, ethical

judgment, and strategic acumen—remains pertinent.

Moreover, the balance between charisma and bureaucratic legitimacy is visible
in current political movements where leaders capitalize on personal appeal
while confronting institutional constraints.

Challenges and Opportunities

Weber politics as a vocation also sheds light on the challenges of
maintaining democratic values amid pressures such as misinformation,
polarization, and political cynicism. Leaders committed to the ethic of
responsibility must find innovative ways to reconcile principled governance
with effective policy-making.

At the same time, the vocation of politics offers opportunities for
transformative leadership, fostering social cohesion, and advancing justice.
Understanding these dual aspects can help aspiring politicians, policymakers,
and scholars appreciate the deep complexities embedded in political roles.



Key Takeaways from Weber’s Politics as a
Vocation

e Politics is a unique vocation that combines power, ethics, and
responsibility in ways distinct from other professions.

e Effective political leadership requires balancing personal conviction
with pragmatic considerations.

e Authority in politics is multifaceted, involving traditional,
charismatic, and legal-rational elements.

e The ethical challenges of politics involve managing the state’s monopoly
on violence and navigating moral dilemmas.

» Contemporary political actors continue to grapple with Weber’s insights
as they confront modern governance complexities.

By revisiting Weber politics as a vocation, scholars and practitioners gain a
clearer understanding of the profound demands placed on political leaders and
the ethical frameworks that guide political action. This perspective remains
a vital touchstone for interpreting the evolving nature of political
authority and leadership in the 21st century.
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weber politics as a vocation: The Vocation Lectures Max Weber, 2004-03-15 Originally
published separately, Weber's Science as a Vocation and Politics as a Vocation stand as the classic
formulations of his positions on two related subjects that go to the heart of his thought: the nature
and status of science and its claims to authority; and the nature and status of political claims and the
ultimate justification for such claims. Together in this volume, these newly translated lectures offer
an ideal point of entry into Weber's central project: understanding how, as Weber put it, in the West
alone there have appeared cultural manifestations [that seem to] go in the direction of universal
significance and validity.

weber politics as a vocation: Max Weber & Democratic Politics Peter Breiner, 1996
Breiner demonstrates the tension between the subjective and objective dimensions of Weber's logic
of rationality, and describes how Weber exploits this tension in judging the feasibility of social and
political forms such as socialism, radical democracy, capitalism, and the nation.
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weber politics as a vocation: The Quest for Modern Vocational Education Philipp Gonon,
2009 Vocational education that includes both in-company training and schooling is a highly
successful educational model - in fact, it has come to be considered the most effective kind of youth
education to date. The development of this so-called Dual System is often attributed to Georg
Kerschensteiner (1854-1932). In this book Kerschensteiner's work is presented in the context of
modernization processes in Germany at the beginning of the 20th century, when the urgent need
was felt to balance general education and vocational needs. The corresponding discourse was
influenced by modern thinkers like Dewey, Weber and Simmel. This book thus offers new insights
into the reform of vocational education and into educational thinking more in general.

weber politics as a vocation: An Analysis of Max Weber's Politics as a Vocation Tom McClean,
Jason Xidias, William Brett, 2017-07-05 German sociologist Max Weber’s 1919 lecture Politics as a
Vocation is widely regarded as a masterpiece of political theory and sociology. Its central strength
lies in Weber’s deployment of masterful interpretative skills to power his discussion of modern
politics. Interpretation involves understanding both the meaning of evidence and the meaning of
terms - questioning definitions, clarifying terms and processes, and supplying good, clear definitions
of the author’s own. As a sociologist accustomed to working with historical evidence, Weber based
his own work on precisely these skills, solidly backed up by analytical acuity. Politics as a Vocation,
written in a Germany shocked by its crippling defeat in World War I, saw Weber turn his eye to an
examination of how the modern nation state emerged, and the different ways in which it can be run -
interpreting and defining the different types of rule that are possible. It is testament to Weber’s
interpretative skills that Politics is famous above all in sociological circles for its clear definition of a
state as an institution that claims “the monopoly of legitimate physical violence” in a given territory.

weber politics as a vocation: Max Weber's Complete Writings on Academic and Political
Vocations Max Weber, 2008 Annotation This is the first edition in any language of all of Max
Weber's writings on academic and political vocations. The translation is new and liberally annotated,
including a look at Weber's personality and what it was that made him such a phenomenon. Max
Weber made many significant interpretations of both academic and political vocations in his two
lectures on Science as a Vocation (Wissenschaft als Beruf, 1917) and Politics as a Vocation (Politik
als Beruf) 1919), as well as in a series of newspaper articles including those written between 1908
and 1920. Since these writings are of more than historical interest, there was a need to bring them
all together in a single volume. Newly translated and annotated, this collection comprises both
lectures plus 32 articles which Weber wrote on academia. Most of these have not been translated
before. In the Introduction, Prof. John Dreijmanis relates the academic and political vocations to
each other conceptually, showing that there is considerable overlap and some convergence: the need
for passion, an inward calling, as well as career insecurity both vocations. Dreijmanis then examines
the person of Weber and provides a new view of him, in part through the lens of Carl C. Jung's
theory of psychological types as further developed by the Myers-Briggs Type Indicator (MBTI). As an
extravert with a powerful thinking function and intellect, he was driven to take an interest in events
outside himself and to speak his mind. Coming after a long line of introverted German philosophers,
he was a phenomenon. The new translations, by Gordon C. Wells, are more faithful to Weber's style
of expression, and they correct an accumulation of errors of previous translations in the
oft-translated essays on Politics and Science. Contains Glossary, Bibliography, Names Index, Subject
Index.

weber politics as a vocation: Between the Norm and the Exception William E.
Scheuerman, 1997-01-22 Winner, 1996 Elaine and David Spitz Book Prize for the best book onliberal
and democratic theory, Conference for the Study of Political Thought. Winner, 1994 First Book
Prize, Foundations of Political Thought Organized Section, American Political Science Association.
Between the Norm and the Exception contributes historical insight to the ongoing debate over the
future of the rule of law in welfare-state capitalist democracies. The core issue is whether or not
society can offer its citizens welfare-state guarantees and still preserve the liberal vision of a
norm-based legal system. Franz Neumann and Otto Kirchheimer, in an age dominated by Hitler and



Stalin, sought to establish a sound theoretical basis for the rule of law ideal. As an outcome of their
sophisticated understanding of the liberal political tradition, their writings suggest a theoretical
missed opportunity, an alternative critical theory that might usefully be applied in understanding
(and perhaps countering) the contemporary trend toward the deformalization of law.

weber politics as a vocation: Max Weber, Critical Assessments 2 Peter Hamilton, 1991

weber politics as a vocation: The Max Weber Dictionary Richard Swedberg, Ola Agevall, 2005
Max Weber is one of the world[]s most important social scientists, and one of the most notoriously
difficult to understand. This dictionary will aid the reader in understanding Weber{]s work. Every
entry contains a basic definition, examples of and references to the word in Weber[Js writing, and
references to important secondary literature. More than an elementary dictionary, however, this
work makes a contribution to the general culture and legacy of Weber[]s work. The dictionary also
contains extended entries for broader concepts and topics throughout Weber[]s work, including law,
politics, and religion. Every entry in the dictionary delves into Weber scholarship and acts as a point
of departure in discussion and research. As such, this book will be an invaluable resource to general
readers, students, and scholars alike.

weber politics as a vocation: Max Weber's Complete Writings on Academic and Political
Vocations Max Weber, 2008 Annotation This is the first edition in any language of all of Max
Weber's writings on academic and political vocations. The translation is new and liberally annotated,
including a look at Weber's personality and what it was that made him such a phenomenon. Max
Weber made many significant interpretations of both academic and political vocations in his two
lectures on Science as a Vocation (Wissenschaft als Beruf, 1917) and Politics as a Vocation (Politik
als Beruf) 1919), as well as in a series of newspaper articles including those written between 1908
and 1920. Since these writings are of more than historical interest, there was a need to bring them
all together in a single volume. Newly translated and annotated, this collection comprises both
lectures plus 32 articles which Weber wrote on academia. Most of these have not been translated
before. In the Introduction, Prof. John Dreijmanis relates the academic and political vocations to
each other conceptually, showing that there is considerable overlap and some convergence: the need
for passion, an inward calling, as well as career insecurity both vocations. Dreijmanis then examines
the person of Weber and provides a new view of him, in part through the lens of Carl C. Jung's
theory of psychological types as further developed by the Myers-Briggs Type Indicator (MBTI). As an
extravert with a powerful thinking function and intellect, he was driven to take an interest in events
outside himself and to speak his mind. Coming after a long line of introverted German philosophers,
he was a phenomenon. The new translations, by Gordon C. Wells, are more faithful to Weber's style
of expression, and they correct an accumulation of errors of previous translations in the
oft-translated essays on Politics and Science. Contains Glossary, Bibliography, Names Index, Subject
Index.

weber politics as a vocation: An Ethic of Responsibility in International Relations Daniel
Warner, 1991 Questioning many of the traditional assumptions found in discussions of ethics in
international relations, Warner introduces a new way of thinking about moral responsibility and
invites reflection on the nature of communities and states.

weber politics as a vocation: Weber Max Weber, 1994 A selection of Max Weber's most
important political writings.

weber politics as a vocation: Revisiting Max Weber's Ethic of Responsibility Etienne de
Villiers, 2018-02-20 To what extent could Max Weber's ethic of responsibility serve as a model for us
today? An adequate answer to this question could only be given on the basis of a satisfactory
interpretation and thorough assessment of his ethic of responsibility. In this monograph Etienne de
Villiers sets himself the task of doing just that. He establishes that, in spite of serious shortcomings,
Weber's ethic points to the contemporary need for an ethic of responsibility as a second-level
normative ethical approach that would address the undermining effect of modernisation on ethical
living. Such a contemporary ethic of responsibility would provide guidelines on how ethical living
could be responsibly enhanced in our time. The author also presents a brief proposal on how a



contemporary ethic of responsibility might be designed.

weber politics as a vocation: The Social Scientist as Public Intellectual Charles F. Gattone,
2006-03-14 In The Social Scientist as Public Intellectual, Charles Gattone addresses the question of
the public role of the social scientist by reviewing the work of several key social thinkers, from Max
Weber to Pierre Bourdieu. Drawing on the analyses of these scholars, Gattone argues that although
political and economic institutions continue to influence the course of academic knowledge,
opportunities remain for social scientists to act independently of these constraints, and approach
their work as public intellectuals.

weber politics as a vocation: Max Weber's Theory of Modernity Michael Symonds, 2016-03-03
This book illuminates an important dimension of the work of Max Weber. Weber’s theory of meaning
and modernity is articulated through an understanding of his account of the way in which the
pursuit of meaning in the modern world has been shaped by the loss of Western religion and how
such pursuit gives sense to the phenomena of human suffering and death. Through a close, scholarly
reading of Weber’s extensive writings and Vocation Lectures, the author explores the concepts of
‘paradox’ and 'brotherliness’ as found in Weber’s work, in order to offer an original exposition of
Weber’s actual theory of how meaning and meaninglessness work in the modern world. In addition
to making a substantial and highly original contribution to the sociology of modernity, the book
applies the theory of meaning extracted from Weber’s thought, addressing the claim that Weber’s
work has been rendered out-dated by the supposed re-enchantment of the modern world, as well as
discussing the ways this theory can contribute to our understanding of the development of specific
forms of modernity. A rigorous examination of the thought of one of the most important figures in
classical sociology, this volume will appeal to scholars of sociology, social theory and philosophy
with interests in modernity, Weber and the concept of meaning.

weber politics as a vocation: Max Weber and the Moral Dimensions of Politics as a Vocation
Genevieve Brassard, 2012 Weber's discussion of ethics in his famous lecture (and then essay)
Politics as a Vocation (1919) clearly indicates that two possible ethical stances, the ethic of
conviction and the ethic of responsibility, are rooted in 'distinct and irreconcilably opposed
principles'. Throughout Politics as a Vocation, it is the ethic of responsibility that appears to be
endorsed by Weber as suited for political life. Yet, Weber concludes his essay by claiming that a
combined ethic is ideal for a political vocation. This makes Weber's position regarding the ideal
ethical stance for a man who has a 'true political calling' appear contradictory: the ethics are
opposites but somehow to be combined. Commentators have mostly concluded that, for Weber, the
ethic of responsibility is the ideal ethic for politics. That appears further in accord with the fact that
a key concern of the speech in its historical context was to warn political students of the dangers
associated with an ethic of conviction. Weber, as a realist, was especially critical of a stance that
disregarded the corrupted nature of the world, which the ethic of responsibility alone seems to
accept. Politicians with single-minded convictions were responsible for Germany's political
stalemate, supporting the fact that the ethic of conviction should not be deemed acceptable in
politics. And yet there is much this position neglects by opting for only one of the two ethics, by
concluding that only the ethic of responsibility is appropriate for political vocation. My thesis offers
something different; something I admit is ambitious. What I propose is the synthesis of the
opposition, of finding a way to combine the two irreconcilably opposed ethics.

weber politics as a vocation: Max Weber's Politics of Civil Society Sung Ho Kim,
2004-06-07 This book is an in-depth interpretation of Max Weber as a political theorist of civil
society. On the one hand, it reads Weber's ideas from the perspective of modern political thought,
rather than the modern social sciences; on the other, it offers a liberal assessment of this complex
political thinker without attempting to apologize for his shortcomings. Through an alternative
reading of Weber's religious, epistemological and political writings, the book shows Weber's concern
with public citizenship in a modern mass democracy and civil society as its cultivating ground. Kim
argues Weber's political thought, thus recast, was deeply informed by Kant, Hegel, Nietzsche and
other German political thinkers and also reveals an affinity to the liberal-republican tradition best



represented by Mill and Tocqueville. Kim has effectively resuscitated Weber as a political thinker for
our time in which civic virtues and civil society have once again become one of the dominant issues.

weber politics as a vocation: Nation and State in Max Weber Jack Barbalet, 2023-02-28 This
book shows how Max Weber’s perceptions of the social and political world he inhabited in
Wilhelmine Germany were characterized by a nationalist commitment which coloured practically
every aspect of his thought, including his social scientific writings and the formulations they
expound. Exploring the consequences of Weber’s ardent nationalism in a manner seldom
acknowledged in existing scholarship, it considers the alignment of his commitment to liberalism
and democracy with his devotion to the ideal of the German people as an ethno-racial community
supported by a power-state, with the purpose of realizing the national interest of future generations
of Germans. Through an analysis of a range of texts, the author contends that Weber’s liberalism is
not based on universalistic principles and that Weber considered the liberty he espoused to play an
important role in securing the position of a political elite trained in parliamentary institutions, which
are used to shape the citizenry in the pursuit of a patriotic commitment to an expansionist, imperial
state. It will therefore appeal to scholars with interests in the history of sociology and classical social
theory.

weber politics as a vocation: Nihilistic Times Wendy Brown, 2023-04-11 Wendy Brown
diagnoses a crisis of nihilism in the United States, as market ideals displace values of truth and
integrity and identity politics encourage a destructive epidemic of victimhood. Taking strength from
Max Weber's WWI-era calls for moral courage, Brown aims to renew commitments to basic values of
citizenship and public life--

weber politics as a vocation: Trump and Political Philosophy Angel Jaramillo Torres, Marc
Benjamin Sable, 2018-06-12 This book aims to recover from ancient and modern thinkers valuable
arguments about statesmanship, leadership, and tyranny which illuminate reassessments of political
science and practice after the election of Donald Trump. Like almost everyone else, contemporary
political scientists were blind-sided by the rise of Trump. No one expected a candidate to win who
repeatedly violated both political norms and the conventional wisdom about campaign best
practices. Yet many of the puzzles that Trump’s rise presents have been examined by the great
political philosophers of the past. For example, it would come as no surprise to Plato that by its very
emphasis on popularity, democracy creates the potential for tyranny via demagoguery. And, perhaps
no problem is more alien to empirical political science than asking if statesmanship entails virtue or
if so, in what that virtue consists: This is a theme treated by Plato, Aristotle, and Machiavelli, among
others. Covering a range of thinkers such as Confucius, Plutarch, Kant, Tocqueville, and Deleuze, the
essays in this book then seek to place the rise of Trump and the nature of his political authority
within a broader institutional context than is possible for mainstream political science.

weber politics as a vocation: Symposium on Law & Politics as Vocation , 2005
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