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Number of Stars by Lois Lowry: Exploring the Depths of a Poignant Historical Tale

number of stars by lois lowry is a captivating novel that delves into the complexities of
war, friendship, and courage through the eyes of a young protagonist. This book, written by
the renowned author Lois Lowry, is a stirring narrative set during World War II, offering
readers a blend of historical insight and emotional depth. If you’re curious about what
makes this novel stand out, or if you want to understand its themes and relevance, this
article will guide you through everything you need to know about *Number of Stars* by Lois
Lowry.

About the Book: What Is Number of Stars by Lois
Lowry?

Lois Lowry’s *Number of Stars* is a historical fiction novel that follows the story of
Annemarie Johansen, a ten-year-old girl living in Nazi-occupied Denmark. The book takes
readers back to 1943, a time when the Danish Resistance was actively working to save
Jewish families from persecution. Through Annemarie’s perspective, Lowry tells a powerful
story of bravery, sacrifice, and the resilience of the human spirit.

The title itself, *Number of Stars*, refers symbolically to the Jewish people, often
represented by the Star of David, and the countless lives affected by the Holocaust. Lowry
weaves historical facts with a heartfelt narrative, making the novel an excellent resource
for young readers to understand the gravity of World War II and the importance of standing
against injustice.

The Themes Explored in Number of Stars by Lois
Lowry

One of the reasons *Number of Stars* by Lois Lowry remains a beloved book is because of
its profound themes that resonate across generations. Let’s explore some of the key
themes that Lowry masterfully addresses in the novel:

1. Courage and Bravery

Annemarie’s journey highlights the courage ordinary people can summon in extraordinary
times. Whether it’s helping her Jewish friend Ellen escape the Nazis or confronting
dangerous situations, the novel shows that bravery is not just about grand gestures but
also about quiet acts of kindness and resistance.



2. Friendship and Loyalty

The bond between Annemarie and Ellen is central to the story. Their friendship transcends
fear and danger, emphasizing the power of loyalty and trust. This theme also extends to
the broader community, illustrating how solidarity can provide strength in times of crisis.

3. The Impact of War on Innocence

Through the eyes of a child, readers see how war disrupts daily life and forces children to
grow up quickly. Lowry poignantly captures the loss of innocence and the harsh realities
faced by those living under occupation.

Why Number of Stars by Lois Lowry Is Important
for Young Readers

Educationally, *Number of Stars* serves as a gentle yet honest introduction to the
Holocaust and World War II for younger audiences. Here’s why it’s a significant read:

- **Accessible Historical Context:** The book provides historical background without
overwhelming details, making complex events understandable for children and teenagers.
- **Emotional Connection:** By telling the story through Annemarie’s eyes, Lowry creates
an emotional link that helps readers empathize with those affected by war and persecution.
- **Moral Lessons:** It encourages discussions about ethics, standing up against
oppression, and the value of human dignity.

Teachers and parents often recommend *Number of Stars* as part of school curricula
because it balances factual information with a compelling narrative that keeps young
readers engaged.

Lois Lowry’s Writing Style in Number of Stars

Lois Lowry’s writing in *Number of Stars* is straightforward yet evocative. She uses simple
language that is accessible to younger readers while still maintaining a depth that
resonates with older audiences. Her descriptive passages bring the setting of 1940s
Denmark to life, and her character development ensures that readers become invested in
Annemarie’s story.

One notable aspect of Lowry’s style is how she handles sensitive topics with care and
respect. The novel does not shy away from the harsh realities of war but presents them in a
way that is appropriate for children. This balance is part of what makes the book both
impactful and enduring.



How Number of Stars by Lois Lowry Compares to
Other Holocaust Literature

Holocaust literature spans a wide spectrum, from memoirs and adult fiction to children’s
books. *Number of Stars* stands out because it introduces young readers to this difficult
subject matter with sensitivity and hope.

Unlike some heavier texts that focus on the grim horrors, Lowry’s novel emphasizes the
human stories of resistance and compassion. It shares thematic similarities with books like
*The Diary of Anne Frank* but is tailored to be more accessible for a younger audience.

Books Similar to Number of Stars

If you enjoyed *Number of Stars* or are looking for related reads, consider these titles:

Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl – Anne Frank

Sarah’s Key – Tatiana de Rosnay

The Boy in the Striped Pajamas – John Boyne

My Secret War Diary – Marcia Williams

Each of these offers different perspectives on World War II and the Holocaust, catering to
various age groups and interests.

Tips for Teaching or Discussing Number of Stars
by Lois Lowry

If you’re an educator or parent planning to introduce *Number of Stars* to children, here
are some suggestions to enhance the reading experience:

Provide Historical Context: Before reading, give a brief overview of World War II1.
and the Holocaust to frame the story.

Encourage Empathy: Ask students to put themselves in Annemarie’s shoes to better2.
understand her choices and feelings.

Discuss Moral Questions: Use the novel to spark conversations about courage,3.
morality, and standing up for what is right.



Use Supplementary Materials: Incorporate maps, photographs, or documentaries4.
to enrich understanding.

Be Sensitive: Recognize that some students may find the themes challenging, so5.
foster an open and supportive environment.

Engaging with the book through discussion and activities can deepen comprehension and
make the lessons more memorable.

Why Lois Lowry’s Number of Stars Still Resonates
Today

Even decades after its publication, *Number of Stars* remains relevant because it
addresses universal themes of humanity, kindness, and resilience. In a world where
intolerance and injustice still exist, stories like Annemarie’s remind us of the importance of
standing up for others.

Lois Lowry’s ability to present a difficult historical period through a child’s perspective
makes the novel accessible and impactful for new generations. It encourages readers not
only to learn about history but also to reflect on their own values and actions.

Whether you are discovering *Number of Stars* by Lois Lowry for the first time or revisiting
its pages, the novel offers a moving reminder of the power of hope and friendship amidst
adversity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Number the Stars' by Lois
Lowry?
The main theme of 'Number the Stars' is the bravery and resilience of ordinary people
during World War II, focusing on friendship and the fight against injustice.

Who is the protagonist in 'Number the Stars' by Lois
Lowry?
The protagonist of 'Number the Stars' is Annemarie Johansen, a young Danish girl who
helps her Jewish friend escape the Nazis.

What historical event does 'Number the Stars' depict?
'Number the Stars' is set during World War II and depicts the Nazi occupation of Denmark
and the efforts to save Danish Jews from persecution.



How does Lois Lowry portray courage in 'Number the
Stars'?
Lois Lowry portrays courage through the characters' actions, especially Annemarie's
bravery in protecting her friend and standing up against the dangers posed by the Nazis.

Is 'Number the Stars' based on true events?
While 'Number the Stars' is a work of historical fiction, it is inspired by true events and real
efforts by the Danish Resistance to save Jewish citizens during the Holocaust.

What age group is 'Number the Stars' suitable for?
'Number the Stars' is typically recommended for middle-grade readers, around ages 8 to
12, but its themes resonate with readers of all ages.

Why did Lois Lowry write 'Number the Stars'?
Lois Lowry wrote 'Number the Stars' to educate young readers about the Holocaust and to
highlight the power of friendship and courage in the face of oppression.

What awards has 'Number the Stars' won?
'Number the Stars' won the Newbery Medal in 1990, recognizing it as an outstanding
contribution to American children's literature.

How does 'Number the Stars' address the topic of
prejudice?
'Number the Stars' addresses prejudice by showing the impact of Nazi racial policies and
illustrating how characters resist and challenge such discrimination through acts of
kindness and bravery.

Additional Resources
**Exploring the Depths of "Number the Stars" by Lois Lowry: A Literary Examination**

number of stars by lois lowry stands as a poignant novel that offers readers an intimate
glimpse into the harrowing realities of World War II through the eyes of a young
protagonist. This work, widely acclaimed in the realm of historical fiction, is a testament to
Lois Lowry’s ability to weave compelling narratives that resonate across generations. Its
enduring popularity and critical praise invite a detailed exploration of its themes, narrative
structure, and educational significance.



In-depth Analysis of "Number the Stars" by Lois
Lowry

Lois Lowry’s novel, "Number the Stars," published in 1989, is a historical fiction piece
centered on the courageous efforts of the Danish Resistance during Nazi occupation. The
story follows ten-year-old Annemarie Johansen, whose bravery and innocence illuminate the
grim backdrop of war. By focusing on a child’s perspective, Lowry makes the complex and
often devastating events of the Holocaust accessible to younger audiences, balancing
historical gravity with relatable storytelling.

The narrative is grounded in actual events, specifically the 1943 rescue of Danish Jews,
which adds authenticity and educational value. Lowry’s writing is characterized by its clarity
and emotional subtlety, avoiding gratuitous violence while still conveying the peril and
urgency of the characters’ circumstances. This approach has made "Number the Stars" a
staple in school curricula, often praised for its ability to foster empathy and historical
awareness among middle-grade readers.

Thematic Elements and Literary Devices

One of the central themes in "Number the Stars" by Lois Lowry is the power of courage and
sacrifice. Throughout the novel, characters exhibit remarkable bravery in the face of
oppression, highlighting the human capacity for resilience. The juxtaposition of innocence
and danger is a recurring motif, embodied by Annemarie’s youthful perspective contrasted
against the harsh realities around her.

Lowry employs symbolism effectively, with the titular “stars” serving as a metaphor for
hope and guidance. The star of David, a symbol of Jewish identity, and the night sky filled
with stars both play roles in underscoring themes of faith and protection. Additionally, the
novel’s pacing balances tension and relief, which helps maintain engagement without
overwhelming the reader.

Comparison with Other Historical Novels

When compared to other historical novels aimed at younger audiences, such as "The Book
Thief" by Markus Zusak or "The Diary of Anne Frank," "Number the Stars" distinguishes
itself through its focus on Danish history and its relatively optimistic tone. While it does not
shy away from the dangers faced by its characters, the novel ultimately emphasizes
solidarity and hope.

Unlike some works that delve deeply into the horrors of concentration camps, Lowry’s
narrative centers around the act of rescue and resistance, providing a lens of active
defiance rather than victimization. This approach has been lauded for empowering young
readers and encouraging discussions about moral courage.



Educational Impact and Reception

Since its publication, "Number the Stars" has garnered numerous accolades, including the
prestigious Newbery Medal. Its inclusion in educational resources underscores its role in
teaching history through literature. Teachers often utilize the book to introduce topics such
as the Holocaust, World War II, and the importance of standing against injustice.

The novel’s approachable prose and well-developed characters facilitate engagement
among young readers, making it an effective tool for promoting historical literacy.
Moreover, its emphasis on family, friendship, and ethical choices invites meaningful
classroom discussions beyond mere historical facts.

Strengths and Potential Limitations

Strengths: Accessible language, strong emotional resonance, accurate historical
context, and positive moral messages.

Limitations: Some critics argue that the simplified portrayal of events may
underrepresent the full scope of the Holocaust’s atrocities, and the relatively brief
length might leave readers wanting more depth.

Despite these critiques, the consensus remains that "Number the Stars" by Lois Lowry
effectively balances educational content with engaging storytelling.

Author’s Contribution to Children’s Literature

Lois Lowry is renowned for her contributions to children’s and young adult literature, with
"Number the Stars" marking a significant entry in her oeuvre. Her ability to tackle complex
societal issues with sensitivity and clarity has earned her a respected place among authors
who shape young minds through fiction.

Her work often encourages readers to reflect on ethical dilemmas and historical realities,
fostering critical thinking and empathy. "Number the Stars" exemplifies this mission,
continuing to inspire readers decades after its initial release.

The novel’s impact is further enhanced by its adaptability, having been translated into
numerous languages and adapted for stage and educational programs worldwide, ensuring
its message reaches a diverse audience.

Through its narrative and historical grounding, "Number the Stars" by Lois Lowry remains
an essential read for those seeking to understand the human dimension of history,
particularly through the lens of youth and resilience.
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Newbery Medal–winning novel from Lois Lowry. As the German troops begin their campaign to
relocate all the Jews of Denmark, Annemarie Johansen’s family takes in Annemarie’s best friend,
Ellen Rosen, and conceals her as part of the family. Through the eyes of ten-year-old Annemarie, we
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there was pride and human decency in the world even during a time of terror and war. A modern
classic of historical fiction, Number the Stars has won generations of fans and continues to speak to
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understand the true meaning of bravery.
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Reed, Lois Lowry, 2006 A Literature Kit. A story of a ten-year-old girl, her family, and their
courageous journey to save the lives of their Jewish friends! During the darkest days of World War II
living in Copenhagen, ten-year-old Annemarie Johansen is caught up in these unfolding historical
events when she learns that the life of her best friend, Ellen Rosen, is in danger. The Rosens go into
hiding and Annemaries parents volunteer to take Ellen into their home until the voyage to the safe
country of Sweden can be arranged. Annemarie is thrust into several perilous adventures as she
does the utmost to save the lives of the Rosens. Annemaries courage and ingenuity are severely
tested as she is forced to confront German soldiers intent on killing her friend.
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Kathy Jordan, 1993-04 At head of title on cover: Literature unit.
  number of stars by lois lowry: Number the Stars Lois Lowry, 2011-05-02 In 1943, during the
German occupation of Denmark, ten-year-old Annemarie learns how to be brave and courageous
when she helps shelter her Jewish friend from the Nazis
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  number of stars by lois lowry: 20th Century Wars Robert W. Smith, 2006-02-28 Encourage
students to take an in-depth view of the people and events of specific eras of American history.
Nonfiction reading comprehension is emphasized along with research, writing, critical thinking,
working with maps, and more. Most titles include a Readers Theater.
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  number of stars by lois lowry: Number the Stars Lois Lowry, 1998 Presents the libretto for a
musical based on Lois Lowry's Number the Stars, a story in which the family of Annmarie Johansen
and their Christian neighbors aid the Danish Jews during World War II by helping them escape to
neutral Sweden.
  number of stars by lois lowry: Oh Yeah? Proof It!, Grade 5 Frank Schaffer Publications,
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newspaper articles, including school news, play reviews, advertisements, and even comics! The
variety of activities not only helps the student identify mistakes in written text, but also allows the
student to become more confident in his or her own writing, reinforcing essential grammar, spelling
and other language arts skills. A complete answer key is provided for the student or teacher to check
their work. Oh Yeah? Proof It! provides the student an opportunity to grow their language arts skills,
all while being Editor-In-Chief!
  number of stars by lois lowry: Structures - Cultures, Geometry, and Energy DEBBIE
KEISER. TRISKA, Debbie Keiser, 2007-07 The Earth is a solid structure on which we live, but it is
not unchanging. Forces inside Earth constantly change both the inside and outside of the planet we
call home. When students consider the concept of structures, they will discover that the word has
many meanings. The books in Prufrock's new Differentiated Curriculum Kits employ a differentiated,
integrated curriculum based on broad themes. This all-in-one curriculum helps teachers save
planning time, ensure compliance with national standards, and most importantly, pique their
students? natural excitement and interest in discovery. By participating in the wide variety of
activities in the Differentiated Curriculum Kit for Grade 5, students will discover the structures
around them and gain a lifelong desire to learn. In Structures Book 3: Government, Cycles, and
Physics, students will explore cycles in time, business, monetary value, and life. A study of Tuck
Everlasting will cause students to realize that a break in the normal life cycle might not be in our
best interest. Students also look at structures within the topics of electricity and magnetism, and the
relationship between the two.
  number of stars by lois lowry: Kids Review Kids' Books Scholastic Professional Books,
Scholastic, Inc. Staff, 1997-08 This friendly reference allows kids to make informed decisions about
which books to read, offering more than 375 lively book reviews for kids by kids. Children, teachers,
and parents can easily locate books by subject, title, or author, and discover what makes each book a
must read!
  number of stars by lois lowry: Number the Stars, by Lois Lowry Phyllis Ann Green, 2000
Suggests activities to be used in the classroom to accompany the reading of Number the stars by
Lois Lowry.
  number of stars by lois lowry: Staging Holocaust Resistance Gene A. Plunka, 2012-04-24
Plunka argues that drama is the ideal art form to revitalize the collective memory of Holocaust
resistance. This comparative drama study examines a variety of international plays - some quite
well-known, others more obscure - that focus on collective or individual defiance of the Nazis.
  number of stars by lois lowry: 101 Books to Read Before You Grow Up (Revised Edition)
Bianca Schulze, 2025-09-09 Discover new books, document your favorites, learn fun facts about
books and authors, and develop a lifelong reading habit. 101 Books to Read Before You Grow Up
(Revised Edition) is the ultimate reading guide for kids ages 4 to 12+, packed with 101 kid-friendly
book recommendations and interactive features to inspire young readers. This revised edition
includes diverse voices and graphic novels and reflects current educational trends, making it a
modern and inclusive reading guide for young readers today. From classics like Where the Wild
Things Are, Beezus and Ramona, and The Phantom Tollbooth to newer favorites such as Big, New
Kid, and Brown Girl Dreaming, this inspiring guide covers every stage of a young reader’s journey.
Designed as an engaging journal, this book allows you to document your reading journey by noting
which books you’ve read, why you love them, and how you rate each one. Each book entry includes:
Brief description and quote: Provides insight into the book’s story, theme, and style. Engaging
illustrations: Feature characters or key elements from each book. “Did you know?” facts: Fun tidbits
about the book or author to spark curiosity. “What to read next?”: Recommendations to help you find
more books you’ll love. Interactive rating and note space: A place for you to rate and write about
your experience with each book. Organized by book format (picture books, early readers, chapter
books, and more) and cross-indexed by subjects like fairy tales, fantasy, sports, and nonfiction, 101
Books to Read Before You Grow Up promotes family reading time and encourages lifelong reading
habits.



  number of stars by lois lowry: World War II Julie R. Strathman, 1994 Includes activities
based on: Number the stars by Lois Lowry, and Sadako and the thousand paper cranes by Eleanor
Coerr.
  number of stars by lois lowry: Number the Stars by Lois Lowry : Reading Responses , 2000
  number of stars by lois lowry: Teaching for Deep Comprehension Linda J. Dorn, Carla
Soffos, 2005 Discusses reading comprehension and offers ways for teachers to develop it in their
students, exploring the cognitive and social aspects of comprehension while viewing it as an active
process.
  number of stars by lois lowry: Developing Strategic Writers Through Genre Instruction Zoi A.
Philippakos, Charles A. MacArthur, David L. Coker, 2015-05-12 The Common Core State Standards
(CCSS) identify three essential writing genres: narrative, persuasive, and informative. This highly
practical guide offers a systematic approach to instruction in each genre, including ready-to-use
lesson plans for grades 3-5. Grounded in research on strategy instruction and self-regulated
learning, the book shows how to teach students explicit strategies for planning, drafting, evaluating,
revising, editing, and publishing their writing. Sixty-four reproducible planning forms and student
handouts are provided in a convenient large-size format; purchasers also get access to a Web page
where they can download and print the reproducible materials. The Appendix contains a Study
Guide to support professional learning.
  number of stars by lois lowry: Literature and Education: Proposal of an English
Literature Program for E.S.O and Bachillerato as an Integrated and Interdisciplinary Tool
for TESL Esther De La PeñA Puebla, 2012-01-24 This paper seeks to analyze the role that literature
has performed throughout the last years, the conflicts derived from the academic views, and how
literature is an essential tool for the comprehensive study of a second language, as an integral part
of t
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