short stories with figurative language

Short Stories with Figurative Language: Unlocking the Power of Imagery and Expression

Short stories with figurative language have a unique charm that captivates readers by blending
vivid imagery, creative comparisons, and emotional depth in a compact narrative. These stories don’t
just tell a tale—they paint pictures with words, making the reading experience immersive and
memorable. Whether you're a writer looking to enrich your storytelling or a reader eager to
appreciate the beauty of language, exploring how figurative language enhances short stories opens
up a world of literary wonder.

Understanding Figurative Language in Short Stories

Figurative language refers to the use of words or expressions that go beyond their literal meaning to
create more impactful or imaginative descriptions. It includes devices like metaphors, similes,
personification, hyperbole, and symbolism. In short stories, where every word counts, these tools
help writers convey complex emotions, settings, and themes efficiently and artistically.

Why Figurative Language Matters in Short Fiction

Short stories often have limited space to develop characters and plots. Figurative language
compensates for this brevity by allowing authors to evoke strong images and feelings without
lengthy explanations. A metaphor or simile can instantly communicate a character’s mood or a
scene’s atmosphere. For example, describing a character’s sadness as “a storm cloud hanging heavy
in her chest” conveys both the emotion and its weight in just a few words.

Moreover, figurative language invites readers to engage actively with the text, interpreting and

visualizing the layers of meaning. This interaction deepens the reader’s connection to the narrative
and enriches the overall experience.

Common Types of Figurative Language in Short Stories

Incorporating various figures of speech can dramatically elevate short stories. Let’s break down
some of the most frequently used types and how they function.

Metaphors and Similes

Metaphors directly equate one thing to another, while similes use “like” or “as” to make
comparisons. Both create vivid images:

- *Metaphor example:* “Her voice was velvet, wrapping around him like a warm embrace.”



- *Simile example:* “The night was as silent as a forgotten dream.”

Such comparisons spark the reader's imagination and make descriptions more relatable and
evocative.

Personification

Giving human qualities to inanimate objects or abstract ideas brings scenes to life:

- “The wind whispered secrets through the trees.”
- “Time marched forward, indifferent to their pleas.”

Personification can set the tone, build mood, and make environments feel dynamic and alive.

Hyperbole

Exaggeration adds emphasis and can reveal a character’s intense feelings or highlight particular
aspects of the story:

- “T've told you a million times.”
- “Her smile could light up the entire city.”

While hyperbole isn’t meant to be taken literally, it amplifies the emotional stakes.

Symbolism

Symbols carry deeper meanings beyond their surface appearance:

- A wilting flower might symbolize lost hope.
- A broken clock could represent stalled time or missed opportunities.

Symbolism layers additional themes and invites readers to uncover hidden significance within the
narrative.

Examples of Short Stories Rich in Figurative Language

To appreciate how figurative language enhances storytelling, consider a few classic and
contemporary examples.

“The Lottery” by Shirley Jackson



Though known for its dark themes, Jackson’s story uses subtle figurative language to build tension
and normalcy. The phrase “the morning of June 27th was clear and sunny, with the fresh warmth of
a full-summer day” contrasts with the chilling conclusion, illustrating how imagery can deceive and
build suspense.

“A Good Man is Hard to Find” by Flannery O’Connor

O’Connor employs symbolism and vivid metaphors to explore morality and grace. The Misfit’s
character embodies existential questions, while the grandmother’s descriptions often use figurative
language to reveal her flawed nature.

Modern Short Stories

Contemporary writers like Neil Gaiman and Alice Munro frequently weave figurative language into
their short fiction to create rich, layered narratives. Their stories often feature poetic metaphors and
subtle personifications that invite readers to interpret multiple levels of meaning.

How to Use Figurative Language Effectively in Your
Short Stories

If you're inspired to write short stories with figurative language, here are some practical tips to keep
your prose engaging and balanced.

Be Purposeful and Clear

Figurative language should illuminate your story, not confuse readers. Choose metaphors or similes
that resonate with the theme and tone. Avoid clichés or overly complex comparisons that can
distract from the narrative.

Balance Figurative and Literal Language

Too much figurative language can overwhelm a story and make it feel forced. Mix creative
expressions with straightforward descriptions to maintain clarity and pacing.

Use Figurative Language to Reveal Character and Theme

Think about how your figures of speech can deepen characterization or highlight central ideas. For
example, a recurring symbol can subtly reinforce themes without explicit exposition.



Read Widely and Analyze

One of the best ways to improve is to read short stories known for their figurative language. Pay
attention to how authors integrate imagery and symbolism naturally. Try to identify different types
of figurative language and reflect on their effect.

Figurative Language as a Tool for Emotional
Connection

One of the most powerful aspects of figurative language is its ability to evoke emotions. When a
writer describes a heartbreak as “a shattered mirror reflecting a thousand broken pieces,” readers
don’t just understand the pain—they feel it. This emotional resonance is essential in short stories,
where there isn’t room for extensive backstory or psychological analysis.

By tapping into sensory details and imaginative comparisons, figurative language helps readers live
inside the story, experiencing sights, sounds, and feelings as if firsthand. This immersive quality is
why many memorable short stories rely heavily on carefully crafted figurative expressions.

Teaching and Learning with Short Stories Featuring
Figurative Language

For educators and students, short stories with figurative language serve as excellent tools for
exploring literary devices. They provide manageable texts where learners can identify and analyze
metaphors, similes, and symbols, enhancing comprehension and critical thinking.

In classrooms, dissecting how figurative language shapes meaning encourages students to
appreciate nuance in writing and improves their own creative expression. Additionally, writing
exercises focused on figurative devices help budding authors experiment with language and develop
a distinctive voice.

Activities to Explore Figurative Language in Short Stories

¢ Identify and Interpret: Have students find examples of figurative language and discuss their
meanings and effects.

e Rewrite Literal Passages: Challenge learners to rewrite straightforward descriptions using
metaphors or similes.

e Create Symbolic Objects: Encourage writers to invent symbols that represent themes in
their stories.



e Compare and Contrast: Analyze how different authors use figurative language to achieve
similar emotional impacts.

These activities deepen understanding and foster creativity, making the study of short stories with
figurative language both engaging and rewarding.

Bringing Your Own Short Stories to Life

If you're crafting your own short stories, integrating figurative language can transform ordinary
scenes into vivid, memorable moments. Start by observing the world around you—notice the colors,
sounds, and feelings that everyday experiences evoke. Then, experiment with comparisons and
personifications that capture those sensations uniquely.

Remember, the goal is to enrich your storytelling, not to clutter it. Sometimes a single well-placed
metaphor or a carefully chosen symbol can elevate an entire story. Keep your audience in mind and
aim for figurative language that enhances their immersion and emotional connection.

Through practice and attentive reading, you'll find that figurative language becomes an essential
part of your writer’s toolkit, helping you craft short stories that linger long after the last word is
read.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is figurative language in short stories?

Figurative language in short stories refers to the use of literary devices like metaphors, similes,
personification, and symbolism to create vivid imagery and express ideas in a more imaginative and
impactful way.

Why is figurative language important in short stories?

Figurative language enhances the emotional and sensory experience of a short story, helping
readers connect with characters and themes on a deeper level, and making the narrative more
memorable and engaging.

Can you give an example of figurative language in a famous
short story?

In Edgar Allan Poe's "The Tell-Tale Heart," personification is used when the narrator describes the
old man's eye as a "vulture eye," giving it a menacing and almost living quality that heightens the
story's tension.



How can I identify figurative language in short stories?

Look for expressions that go beyond the literal meaning, such as comparisons using 'like' or 'as'
(similes), direct comparisons (metaphors), or descriptions that give human traits to non-human
things (personification). These are signs of figurative language.

What are some common types of figurative language used in
short stories?

Common types include similes, metaphors, personification, hyperbole, symbolism, and irony. These
devices help writers convey themes, create mood, and develop characters effectively within the
concise format of a short story.

Additional Resources

Short Stories with Figurative Language: An Analytical Exploration

Short stories with figurative language occupy a unique and significant place in the landscape of
literary expression. These concise narratives harness the power of metaphor, simile, personification,
and other figurative devices to create rich, evocative experiences within limited word counts.
Figurative language enriches these stories by adding layers of meaning, enhancing imagery, and
deepening emotional resonance, making the brief format of short stories feel expansive and
immersive. This article delves into how figurative language functions in short stories, explores its
impact on readers, and examines notable examples illustrating its effectiveness.

The Role of Figurative Language in Short Stories

Figurative language transforms straightforward prose into a tapestry of vivid imagery and nuanced
meaning. In short stories, where every word counts, figurative expressions serve as efficient tools to
convey complex ideas and emotions succinctly. Unlike longer narratives that can rely on extensive
exposition, short stories often depend on figurative language to evoke atmosphere, character
psychology, and thematic depth swiftly.

For instance, similes and metaphors allow authors to draw parallels between disparate concepts,
revealing hidden connections that might otherwise require lengthy explanation. Personification
breathes life into inanimate objects or abstract ideas, inviting readers to engage with the story on an
imaginative level. Symbolism, a form of figurative language, can imbue objects or actions with
broader significance, enriching the story’s interpretive possibilities.

The strategic use of these devices in short stories facilitates a dense and layered reading experience.
It encourages readers to pause, reflect, and unpack meanings that extend beyond the literal
narrative, enhancing engagement and emotional impact.



Enhancing Imagery and Mood

One of the primary functions of figurative language in short stories is to amplify imagery and mood.
Because short stories often rely on a single pivotal moment or theme, creating a strong sensory and
emotional atmosphere is crucial.

Consider a metaphor describing a character’s anxiety as “a storm brewing behind her eyes.” This
figurative phrase succinctly conveys the intensity and internal turmoil without resorting to explicit
explanation. Similarly, personification might depict the wind as “whispering secrets through the
trees,” instantly evoking a mysterious or melancholic mood.

These devices not only paint vivid mental pictures but also shape the reader’s emotional response,
making the concise narrative more immersive. The sensory richness obtained through figurative
language compensates for the brevity of short stories, ensuring that the experience feels complete
and resonant.

Figurative Language as a Vehicle for Theme

Short stories with figurative language frequently leverage symbolism and allegory to explore
universal themes. Due to their limited length, these stories often rely on figurative elements to
encapsulate complex ideas succinctly.

For example, a recurring symbol such as a broken mirror might represent fractured identity or
shattered dreams. By embedding such imagery within the narrative, authors can communicate
profound thematic concerns without extensive exposition. This economy of storytelling enhances the
potency of the message and invites diverse interpretations.

The use of allegory—where characters or events symbolize broader social or moral issues—is
another hallmark of short stories employing figurative language. This approach allows writers to
comment on societal concerns or human nature in a compact, accessible form.

Notable Examples of Short Stories Employing
Figurative Language

Several classic and contemporary short stories exemplify the effective use of figurative language,
demonstrating its versatility and impact.

“The Lottery" by Shirley Jackson

While primarily known for its chilling plot, Jackson’s “The Lottery” subtly employs figurative
language to create an atmosphere of normalcy masking horror. The story’s descriptions of the
setting use metaphorical contrasts—such as “clear and sunny” skies juxtaposed with the dark
ritual—to heighten tension. The use of everyday symbols, like the black box representing tradition



and blind conformity, underscores the story’s thematic critique.

"A Worn Path" by Eudora Welty

Welty’s story is rich with figurative devices that illuminate the protagonist’s perseverance and the
passage of time. The path itself serves as a metaphor for life’s trials, and natural elements are
personified to reflect obstacles and endurance. The story’s lyrical descriptions evoke a vivid sense of
place and emotional depth, demonstrating how figurative language can animate a narrative’s
physical and symbolic dimensions.

Contemporary Examples

Modern short stories continue to harness figurative language to engage readers. Writers such as
Carmen Maria Machado and Ted Chiang incorporate metaphor and symbolism to explore identity,
technology, and memory. Their work illustrates how figurative language remains a vital tool for
contemporary storytelling, allowing concise narratives to tackle complex, abstract themes.

Advantages and Challenges of Using Figurative
Language in Short Stories

The integration of figurative language in short stories offers several advantages but also presents
certain challenges.
¢ Advantages:
o Enhances imagery and emotional impact efficiently.
o Allows thematic depth without lengthy exposition.
o Engages readers’ imagination and interpretive skills.

o Creates memorable, vivid scenes and characters.

¢ Challenges:
o Risk of overuse leading to obscurity or confusion.
o Requires careful balance to avoid overshadowing the plot.

o Demands precision to fit within limited word counts.



o Potential cultural or contextual misinterpretations of figurative elements.

Writers must therefore exercise restraint and intentionality when incorporating figurative language,
ensuring that it complements rather than complicates the narrative.

Comparing Figurative Language Use in Short Stories Versus
Novels

In novels, authors have the luxury of space to develop figurative language gradually and revisit
motifs, enabling layered and evolving symbolism. However, in short stories with figurative language,
writers must embed figurative elements with immediacy and clarity. The brevity demands that
metaphors and similes be striking and accessible, often functioning as anchors for the story’s
meaning.

This difference results in a concentrated use of figurative language in short stories—a single
metaphor may carry significant interpretive weight. Conversely, novels might employ a wider range
of figurative devices distributed throughout the text to build complexity over time.

Figurative Language in Educational Contexts and
Creative Writing

Short stories with figurative language serve as invaluable resources in educational settings and
creative writing workshops. They provide exemplary models for students to understand how
figurative devices function within tight narrative structures. By analyzing these stories, learners can
appreciate the precision and creativity required to evoke imagery and emotion efficiently.

Furthermore, aspiring writers often study short stories rich in figurative language to develop their

own skills. Exercises focusing on metaphor creation, personification, and symbolism encourage
experimentation and deepen narrative craftsmanship.

Practical Tips for Writers Incorporating Figurative Language

« Identify the core emotion or theme you wish to convey and select figurative devices that
enhance it.

e Use concrete sensory details to ground metaphors and similes in relatable experience.

e Balance figurative language with straightforward narration to maintain clarity.



 Revise carefully to ensure figurative expressions are fresh and avoid clichés.

e Consider the cultural context of figurative elements to ensure accessibility.

By following these guidelines, writers can effectively harness figurative language to elevate their
short stories.

The interplay between brevity and richness defines the art of short stories with figurative language.
Through carefully chosen metaphors, similes, and symbolism, writers transform minimalist
narratives into evocative and memorable works. This fusion not only challenges authors to refine
their craft but also invites readers into immersive, multi-layered experiences that linger well beyond
the final sentence.

Short Stories With Figurative Language

Find other PDF articles:
https://old.rga.ca/archive-th-089/pdf?ID=Ysd31-7599 &title=jay-swanson-paris-quide.pdf

short stories with figurative language: Classic Middle School Literature Mystery Nancy
Garrity, 2000-03 Educational resource for teachers, parents and kids!

short stories with figurative language: Unveiling Short Stories: A Guide to Literary
Exploration Pasquale De Marco, 2025-03-17 Embark on a literary odyssey with Unveiling Short
Stories: A Guide to Literary Exploration, a comprehensive guidebook that unlocks the secrets of this
captivating genre. Delve into the art of short story writing, appreciating its unique ability to capture
life's complexities in a concise and poignant manner. Within these pages, you'll discover the
essential elements of a compelling short story, exploring how structure, plot, and characterization
intertwine to create a cohesive and impactful narrative. Symbolism and imagery are unveiled,
revealing the hidden layers of meaning that enrich the storytelling experience. Journey through the
thematic depths of short stories, delving into universal themes such as love, loss, and redemption.
Examine how these timeless concepts find expression in diverse literary works, gaining a deeper
understanding of the human condition and the complexities of life. Cultural and historical contexts
are explored, providing a framework for understanding the stories' significance and relevance.
Unveiling Short Stories equips readers with the tools to dissect and appreciate the intricacies of
short stories. Figurative language, narration, and point of view are examined, shedding light on the
techniques authors employ to create vivid imagery, shape perspectives, and engage readers'
imaginations. Character development takes center stage, as we delve into the minds and hearts of
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nuances, engage with its complexities, and discover the transformative power of short stories. If you
like this book, write a review!
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thought-provoking themes. Prepare to be inspired, challenged, and entertained as you discover the
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shaped the landscape of American literature. With insightful analysis and engaging prose, we
traverse the literary landscape, encountering an array of authors who have wielded the short story
form with virtuosity. From the haunting tales of Edgar Allan Poe to the poignant realism of Ernest
Hemingway, from the lyrical minimalism of Raymond Carver to the experimental narratives of
Donald Barthelme, we uncover the secrets of their craft and the enduring appeal of their stories.
Beyond the traditional short story, we venture into the realm of contemporary authors who are
pushing the boundaries of the genre, experimenting with new forms of storytelling and engaging
with pressing social and cultural issues. We explore the works of writers who are using the short



story to address issues of identity, race, gender, and the complexities of modern life. Throughout this
literary odyssey, we uncover the elements that make a short story truly exceptional: the creation of
memorable characters, the construction of intricate plots, and the painting of vivid settings. We
explore the nuances of language and symbolism, examining how authors use words to evoke
emotions, paint pictures, and convey profound themes. As we immerse ourselves in the world of the
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our preconceptions, and to expand our understanding of ourselves and others. With its rich history,
diverse genres, and captivating techniques, the American short story stands as a testament to the
enduring power of storytelling. This book is an invitation to delve into this literary treasure trove, to
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like this book, write a review on google books!

short stories with figurative language: Grammardog Guide to Chopin Short Stories Mary
Jane McKinney, 2006 At Cheniere Caminada, Athenaise, Desiree's Baby, The Story of an Hour, Wiser
Than a God.Grammardog Teacher's Guide contains 16 quizzes for this short story collection. All
sentences are from the stories. Language describes the culture and setting of the Louisiana Gulf
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uncover the artistry and enduring legacy of American short fiction. Discover how American short
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the nation. Explore the social and political issues that have inspired writers to craft stories that
challenge, provoke, and illuminate. Witness the evolution of the genre as it embraced
experimentation, pushing boundaries and redefining narrative possibilities. Meet the iconic figures
who have left an indelible mark on the American short story tradition. From Nathaniel Hawthorne's
exploration of the human psyche to Mark Twain's satirical wit, from Flannery O'Connor's Southern
Gothic tales to Jhumpa Lahiri's poignant stories of immigration, these writers have crafted
unforgettable characters and stories that continue to resonate with readers. Delve into the elements
of craft that make the American short story so compelling. Uncover the secrets of plot and structure,
characterization and setting, language and style. Learn from the masters how to create stories that
pack a punch, leaving readers captivated and eager for more. Whether you're an aspiring writer
seeking inspiration, a literature enthusiast seeking deeper understanding, or simply a reader looking
for a thought-provoking and entertaining read, this book is your guide to the American short story.
Prepare to be immersed in a world of literary excellence, where every page holds the promise of a
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short stories. This comprehensive guidebook delves into the art of storytelling, providing a roadmap
for writers to navigate the intricacies of crafting narratives that resonate with readers and leave a
lasting impact. With a focus on clarity and practicality, this book unravels the elements of a



compelling short story, guiding writers through the process of developing dynamic characters,
constructing immersive settings, and crafting plots that keep readers on the edge of their seats.
Through a blend of theory and practical exercises, writers will learn to create stories that captivate,
move, and inspire. Seasoned authors and aspiring writers alike will find invaluable insights within
these pages, as the book explores the nuances of dialogue, the power of description, and the mastery
of point of view. It delves into the art of building tension, creating conflict, and delivering satisfying
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short story writing. It is a journey through the creative process, a celebration of the power of
storytelling, and an invaluable companion for anyone who dreams of leaving their mark on the
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and narrative.
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instructional practice. The book presents: a thorough, constructive background for authentic
assessment of student work; clear definitions of terms related to assessment and evaluation; a
step-by-step process for developing performance-based tasks; strategies for relating tasks to goals
and expectations; numerous activities that can be used as is or adapted for specific needs. Designed
for the busy teacher, the book includes ready-to-copy and use planning sheets, rubrics, and student
surveys. Excellent samples of student work based on performance tasks complement this timely
book.
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Stories (Volume-II) For Classes 9 and 10 Dr. Jaideep Randhawa, This book is writen by Dr. Jaideep
Randhawa and it includes the following chapters. It also includes the details about the Author,
Stories, word meanings, central idea, paraphrase, summary, critical appreciation, Question &
Answers Based on Workbooks (Morning Star, Evergreen and more). and Extra Questions. The
Chapters are : 1. Chief's Seattle Speech 2. The old man at a bridge 3. A horse and Two Goats 4.
Hearts and hands 5. A face in the dark 6. Angel in disguise 7. The Litle Match Girl 8. The Blue Bead
9. My greatest olympic prize 10. All summer in a day
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Ernest Hemingway Jackson J. Benson, 2013-07-12 With an Overview by Paul Smith and a Checklist
to Hemingway Criticism, 1975-1990 New Critical Approaches to the Short Stories of Ernest
Hemingway is an all-new sequel to Benson’s highly acclaimed 1975 book, which provided the first
comprehensive anthology of criticism of Ernest Hemingway’s masterful short stories. Since that time
the availability of Hemingway’s papers, coupled with new critical and theoretical approaches, has
enlivened and enlarged the field of American literary studies. This companion volume reflects
current scholarship and draws together essays that were either published during the past decade or
written for this collection. The contributors interpret a variety of individual stories from a number of
different critical points of view—from a Lacanian reading of Hemingway’s “After the Storm” to a
semiotic analysis of “A Very Short Story” to an historical-biographical analysis of “Old Man at the
Bridge.” In identifying the short story as one of Hemingway’s principal thematic and technical tools,
this volume reaffirms a focus on the short story as Hemingway’s best work. An overview essay



covers Hemingway criticism published since the last volume, and the bibliographical checklist to
Hemingway short fiction criticism, which covers 1975 to mid-1989, has doubled in size.
Contributors. Debra A. Moddelmog, Ben Stotzfus, Robert Scholes, Hubert Zapf, Susan F. Beegel,
Nina Baym, William Braasch Watson, Kenneth Lynn, Gerry Brenner, Steven K. Hoffman, E. R.
Hagemann, Robert W. Lewis, Wayne Kvam, George Monteiro, Scott Donaldson, Bernard Oldsey,
Warren Bennett, Kenneth G. Johnston, Richard McCann, Robert P. Weeks, Amberys R. Whittle,
Pamela Smiley, Jeffrey Meyers, Robert E. Fleming, David R. Johnson, Howard L. Hannum, Larry
Edgerton, William Adair, Alice Hall Petry, Lawrence H. Martin ]Jr., Paul Smith
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gained wide currency among people. Even after its recourse to traditional rules of the craft, Indian
short story amazingly presents itself an original and distinctive form of art. Developed out of
contemporary native literature and western storytelling technique, Indian short story presents an
amalgation of two different literary traditions which has become unique and distinctive in course of
time and long been catering to the taste of people. Ever since its origin, it has already witnessed a
plethora of Indian writers who have made significant contributions to this genre by encapsulating
the essence of Indian life and culture. They are Rabindranath Tagore, Munshi Premchand, R.K.
Narayan, Mulk Raj Anand, Ismat Chughtai, Ruskin Bond, Khushwant Singh, Saadat Hasan Manto,
Ashapurna Devi, Jhumpa Lahiri, Anita Desai, Kiran Desai, Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni, Anita Nair,
Qurratulain Hyder, Namita Gokhale, Madhulika Liddle , just to name a few. At present Indian short
story has taken a wider form, much more than earlier and almost every writer has started trying her
or his hand at this field that it is too difficult for one to sum up the whole in one singular work. Still
this present book is an endeavour to compile the works of major Indian short story writers in a short
but comprehensive way in order to supply the best possible materials to readers, writers, academics,
scholars and students who wish to do further studies in this field. There are twenty six chapters in
this book which together presents a rich tapestry of this genre. Hopefully this book will march
towards many unexplored realms exciting many curious minds, restarting many fruitful dialogues
and invigorating many fresh and new ideas among academics, scholars and students alike.
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Scarlett Lee, 2019-11-11 Beginning with a brief history and evolution of the short story genre,
alongside an overview of the key short story writers, and an explanatory chapter of literary criticism,
this book aims to give readers insight into the works by canonical British, Irish, and American
authors, including Edgar Allan Poe, James Joyce, Flannery O'Connor, and more. Applying close
reading skills and critical literary approaches to twelve selected short stories in English, this work
conducts comparative analyses to reveal the interrelationships between the texts, the authors, the
readers, and the sociocultural contexts. Developed and tested in literature classes at university over
several semesters, this book addresses key issues, topics and trends in the short story genre.

short stories with figurative language: A Reader's Companion to the Short Story in
English Erin Fallon, R.C. Feddersen, James Kurtzleben, Maurice A. Lee, Susan Rochette-Crawley,
2013-10-31 Although the short story has existed in various forms for centuries, it has particularly
flourished during the last hundred years. Reader's Companion to the Short Story in English includes
alphabetically-arranged entries for 50 English-language short story writers from around the world.
Most of these writers have been active since 1960, and they reflect a wide range of experiences and
perspectives in their works. Each entry is written by an expert contributor and includes biography, a
review of existing criticism, a lengthier analysis of specific works, and a selected bibliography of
primary and secondary sources. The volume begins with a detailed introduction to the short story
genre and concludes with an annotated bibliography of major works on short story theory.

short stories with figurative language: Double-Voicing the Canadian Short Story Laurie
Kruk, 2016-05-27 Double-Voicing the Canadian Short Story is the first comparative study of eight
internationally and nationally acclaimed writers of short fiction: Sandra Birdsell, Timothy Findley,



Jack Hodgins, Thomas King, Alistair MacLeod, Olive Senior, Carol Shields and Guy Vanderhaeghe.
With the 2013 Nobel Prize for Literature going to Alice Munro, the “master of the contemporary
short story,” this art form is receiving the recognition that has been its due and—as this book
demonstrates—Canadian writers have long excelled in it. From theme to choice of narrative
perspective, from emphasis on irony, satire and parody to uncovering the multiple layers that make
up contemporary Canadian English, the short story provides a powerful vehicle for a distinctively
Canadian “double-voicing”. The stories discussed here are compelling reflections on our most
intimate roles and relationships and Kruk offers a thoughtful juxtaposition of themes of gender,
mothers and sons, family storytelling, otherness in Canada and the politics of identity to name but a
few. As a multi-author study, Double-Voicing the Canadian Short Story is broad in scope and its
readings are valuable to Canadian literature as a whole, making the book of interest to students of
Canadian literature or the short story, and to readers of both. Published in English.
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