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How Many Crusades Were There? Exploring the Epic Campaigns of the Middle Ages

how many crusades were there is a question that often comes up when diving into the complex
history of medieval Europe and the Middle East. These religious and military campaigns, initiated
primarily by the Latin Church, spanned centuries and left an indelible mark on history, culture, and
geopolitics. But pinning down an exact number can be tricky because the term "crusade" covers a
wide range of expeditions beyond just the famous campaigns to the Holy Land. Let’s explore the
number, nature, and impact of these crusades and uncover the story behind the figures.

The Classic Crusades: The First Nine Major Expeditions

When most people hear "crusades," they think of the military expeditions launched to capture
Jerusalem and other sacred territories from Muslim control. These are traditionally numbered from
the First Crusade through the Ninth Crusade, spanning roughly from the late 11th century to the
late 13th century.

The First Crusade (1096–1099)

The First Crusade was called by Pope Urban II in 1095, responding to a plea from the Byzantine
Empire and driven by religious fervor, the desire for land, and the hope of salvation. It was the most
successful of the crusades, resulting in the capture of Jerusalem in 1099 and the establishment of
several Crusader states in the Levant.

The Subsequent Crusades: Second to Ninth

- The Second Crusade (1147–1150) was launched after the fall of the County of Edessa, but it ended
in failure for the Europeans.
- The Third Crusade (1189–1192), led by notable figures like Richard the Lionheart, aimed to
recapture Jerusalem after its fall to Saladin but only managed partial success.
- The Fourth Crusade (1202–1204) deviated drastically, resulting in the infamous sack of
Constantinople, a Christian city, rather than reaching the Holy Land.
- The Fifth through Ninth Crusades (1217–1272) were smaller in scale and less successful, often
ending in failure or stalemate.

These nine campaigns are the core "Holy Land Crusades," often the focus of history books and
popular culture.

Beyond the Holy Land: Other Crusades and Their



Impact

But how many crusades were there if we look beyond these primary expeditions? The answer
expands dramatically.

The Northern Crusades

Beginning in the 12th century and continuing into the 15th century, the Northern Crusades were
military campaigns aimed at converting pagan peoples in the Baltic region, including modern-day
Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania. These crusades were sanctioned by the papacy and carried out by the
Teutonic Knights and other military orders. They helped expand Christian Europe and establish new
political entities.

The Albigensian Crusade (1209–1229)

Not all crusades were directed outward toward the Holy Land or pagan territories. The Albigensian
Crusade was a brutal campaign against the Cathars, a Christian sect in southern France considered
heretical by the Catholic Church. This crusade drastically affected the religious and political
landscape of France.

The Crusades Against the Muslims in the Iberian Peninsula

The Reconquista, which spanned several centuries, was essentially a series of crusades aimed at
reclaiming the Iberian Peninsula from Muslim rule. Various papal bulls declared crusading
indulgences for participants, blending religious zeal with territorial ambitions.

The Crusades in the Eastern Mediterranean and Beyond

Other crusading efforts targeted different regions, including campaigns in Egypt, North Africa, and
even as far as the Mongol invasions. The so-called "Children’s Crusade" and the "People’s Crusade"
were popular movements inspired by religious enthusiasm, though their outcomes were tragic or
inconsequential.

How Many Crusades Were There? Counting the
Campaigns

The question "how many crusades were there" depends on how narrowly or broadly you define a
crusade. The traditional count of the numbered crusades to the Holy Land is nine. However, when
including the Northern Crusades, the Albigensian Crusade, the Reconquista campaigns, and other



smaller or less formal crusading efforts, historians often identify dozens of crusades.

How Historians Classify Crusades

Historians generally classify crusades into categories such as:

Major Crusades: The numbered crusades to the Holy Land (First through Ninth)

Regional Crusades: Campaigns like the Northern Crusades and Reconquista

Internal Crusades: Crusades against heretics like the Albigensian Crusade

Pilgrimage Crusades: Smaller expeditions inspired by religious motivations but not always
official military campaigns

Depending on the classification criteria, the total number of crusades could range from around 20 to
over 50 distinct campaigns.

Why the Number of Crusades Matters

Understanding how many crusades there were offers insight into the medieval mindset, the role of
religion in warfare, and the shifting power dynamics of Europe and the Near East. Each crusade had
unique motivations, outcomes, and consequences.

The Religious and Political Motivations

The papacy used crusades as a way to extend influence, unite Christian kingdoms, and redirect the
violent energies of knights and nobles toward common enemies. Crusades were as much about faith
as they were about politics, economics, and social control.

The Long-Term Effects of the Crusades

The crusades contributed to cultural exchanges, trade, and the eventual Renaissance by increasing
contact between Europe and the Middle East. However, they also deepened religious animosities
and led to centuries of conflict.



Tips for Exploring Crusade History

If you’re curious about the topic and want to dig deeper:

Focus on Primary Sources: Chronicles, letters, and eyewitness accounts offer vivid insights1.
into the motivations and experiences of crusaders.

Understand the Regional Context: Each crusade was shaped by local politics and alliances;2.
knowing the broader geopolitical situation is crucial.

Explore Different Perspectives: Look at Muslim, Byzantine, and Jewish accounts alongside3.
European narratives for a well-rounded view.

Consider the Legacy: How crusading ideals influenced later conflicts and religious4.
movements.

In summary, the simple question of how many crusades were there opens a window into a vast and
complicated chapter of history. While the classic nine crusades to the Holy Land dominate popular
imagination, the full story includes a rich tapestry of campaigns with diverse aims and impacts.
Whether you’re a history buff or just curious, the crusades remain a fascinating subject that reflects
the complexities of human belief, ambition, and conflict.

Frequently Asked Questions

How many Crusades were there in total?
There were traditionally eight major Crusades recognized between the 11th and 13th centuries.

What were the main Crusades called?
The main Crusades are usually numbered as the First through the Eighth Crusades, with some
historians including additional smaller or later Crusades.

When did the First Crusade take place?
The First Crusade took place from 1096 to 1099.

Were there Crusades beyond the eighth one?
Yes, there were later Crusades such as the Ninth Crusade and various smaller campaigns, but the
first eight are the most well-known and significant.



Why were there multiple Crusades?
Multiple Crusades occurred because the initial goals were not fully achieved, and ongoing conflicts
in the Holy Land and surrounding regions prompted further military campaigns.

Did all Crusades target the Holy Land?
Most Crusades were aimed at reclaiming or defending the Holy Land, but some Crusades targeted
other areas, such as the Baltic region or against heretical groups in Europe.

Who called for the Crusades?
The Crusades were primarily called for by the Popes of the Roman Catholic Church, starting with
Pope Urban II for the First Crusade.

What was the outcome of the Crusades overall?
The Crusades had mixed outcomes, including temporary Christian control over parts of the Holy
Land, increased cultural exchange, but also long-term religious and political tensions.

Additional Resources
**How Many Crusades Were There? A Detailed Exploration of the Medieval Holy Wars**

how many crusades were there is a question that has intrigued historians, scholars, and
enthusiasts of medieval history for centuries. The Crusades, a series of religious wars sanctioned by
the Latin Church during the medieval period, were complex events with varying goals, outcomes,
and participants. Understanding the exact number of crusades depends heavily on how one defines
the term “crusade,” as well as the time frame and geographic scope considered. This article delves
into the historical records, differentiates between the major and minor campaigns, and analyzes the
broader implications of these holy wars.

The Historical Context of the Crusades

The Crusades emerged in the late 11th century, initially sparked by Pope Urban II’s call in 1095 to
reclaim Jerusalem and the Holy Land from Muslim rule. This call to arms was motivated by religious
zeal, political ambitions, and social factors within Europe. Over the next two centuries, numerous
crusading expeditions were launched, targeting not only the Levant but also other regions such as
the Iberian Peninsula and the Baltic states.

The term “crusade” itself originates from the Latin word *crux*, meaning cross, symbolizing the
religious nature of these military campaigns. However, the scope and objectives of crusades evolved
significantly over time, complicating the task of enumerating them.



How Many Crusades Were There? Defining the Major
Campaigns

Traditionally, historians identify **eight major Crusades** to the Holy Land between 1096 and 1270.
These are commonly known as the numbered Crusades:

First Crusade (1096–1099): The most successful campaign, resulting in the capture of1.
Jerusalem and the establishment of several crusader states.

Second Crusade (1147–1149): Initiated in response to the fall of the County of Edessa, this2.
crusade ended in failure for the Europeans.

Third Crusade (1189–1192): Led by figures such as Richard the Lionheart, this crusade3.
sought to recapture Jerusalem after Saladin’s conquest.

Fourth Crusade (1202–1204): Notably diverted from its original purpose, resulting in the4.
sack of Constantinople and deepening the schism between East and West.

Fifth Crusade (1217–1221): Focused on Egypt, aiming to weaken Muslim powers controlling5.
Jerusalem.

Sixth Crusade (1228–1229): Led by Emperor Frederick II, it achieved a peaceful handover6.
of Jerusalem through diplomacy rather than warfare.

Seventh Crusade (1248–1254): Spearheaded by Louis IX of France, this crusade again7.
targeted Egypt, ending in defeat and the king’s capture.

Eighth Crusade (1270): Another campaign led by Louis IX, ending shortly after his death in8.
Tunisia.

These eight constitute the core “numbered” Crusades that dominate European medieval history
textbooks. They primarily focused on the Levant and involved large-scale military operations
sanctioned by the Papacy.

Additional Crusading Campaigns Beyond the Core Eight

Beyond the major numbered Crusades, several other expeditions and campaigns are sometimes
classified as crusades, broadening the scope of “how many crusades were there.” These include:

The Crusade of 1101: A lesser-known campaign following the First Crusade, aimed at
reinforcing the newly established crusader states.

The Albigensian Crusade (1209–1229): A campaign in southern France against the Cathar
heresy, representing an internal European crusade.



The Northern Crusades: Series of campaigns launched by the Teutonic Knights and other
Christian military orders against pagan peoples in the Baltic region from the 12th to 15th
centuries.

The Reconquista: Although predating and outlasting the crusading period, the Christian
reconquest of the Iberian Peninsula is sometimes considered part of the broader crusading
movement due to papal involvement and religious motivations.

The Ninth Crusade (1271–1272): Often considered a continuation of the Eighth Crusade,
led by Edward I of England.

When including these campaigns, the number of crusades swells beyond the traditional eight,
encompassing a more diverse array of conflicts motivated by religious and political factors.

Factors Affecting the Count of Crusades

The question of how many crusades were there is complicated by several factors:

1. Definition of a Crusade

Not all medieval military campaigns with religious sanction are universally accepted as crusades.
Some were declared by popes with specific indulgences, while others were local conflicts later
interpreted through a crusading lens. The varying criteria—whether military, religious, or
political—influence the tally.

2. Geographic Scope

Crusades were not limited to the Holy Land. The Baltic crusades, Iberian campaigns, and even
crusading efforts in the Balkans and North Africa broaden the geographical understanding of the
term. Counting all these campaigns increases the number significantly.

3. Chronological Range

Most historians focus on crusades between the late 11th century and the late 13th century.
However, some crusading-style campaigns continued into the 14th and 15th centuries, such as the
crusades against the Ottoman Turks or the Hussite Wars, further complicating the count.

4. Overlapping and Continuation



Certain crusades overlapped in time or were continuations of prior efforts, such as the Ninth
Crusade’s relation to the Eighth. This raises questions about whether to count them separately or as
part of a larger continuous campaign.

The Impact of the Crusades: More Than Just Numbers

Analyzing how many crusades were there offers valuable insights, but understanding their broader
impact is equally important for a comprehensive perspective:

Religious Influence: The Crusades intensified Christian-Muslim tensions but also fostered
cultural exchanges and the transmission of knowledge.

Political Consequences: The crusading efforts shifted power balances within Europe,
affecting monarchies, the Papacy, and military orders like the Knights Templar.

Economic Effects: Trade routes expanded, and European economies benefited from the
increased demand for goods and the establishment of new markets.

Legacy and Mythology: The Crusades have left a lasting imprint on Western historical
consciousness, shaping narratives of heroism, religious duty, and cultural conflict.

Modern Interpretations and Debates

Contemporary historians continue to debate the exact number and nature of the crusades. Some
argue for a narrower focus on the numbered campaigns to maintain clarity, while others advocate
for a broader definition to include peripheral and later crusading activities. This ongoing scholarly
discourse reflects the complexity of medieval history and the evolving understanding of what
constitutes a crusade.

---

In summary, the answer to “how many crusades were there” depends largely on the scope and
definitions applied. While eight major crusades to the Holy Land are widely recognized, numerous
other religiously motivated campaigns also fall under the crusading umbrella. This rich tapestry of
military, religious, and political events showcases the multifaceted nature of the Crusades and their
enduring significance in world history.
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