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The Cast of Guiding Light: Where Are They Now?

Cast of Guiding Light where are they now is a question that has intrigued
soap opera fans for years. "Guiding Light," one of the longest-running
daytime dramas in television history, captivated audiences for over seven
decades before its finale in 2009. With such a rich legacy, many viewers find
themselves wondering about the journeys of the beloved actors who brought the
show's iconic characters to life. This article dives into the lives of the
cast members from "Guiding Light," uncovering where they are now and how
their careers have evolved since the show ended.

Guiding Light’s Enduring Legacy and Its Impact
on Cast

Before exploring the individual stories, it’s important to appreciate how
"Guiding Light" shaped the landscape of daytime television. Running from 1952
to 2009, it transitioned from radio to TV and became a staple in American
households. For many actors, it served as a launching pad or a long-term
career home. The show’s ensemble cast changed over the years, but several key
players left indelible marks on fans and the soap opera community alike.

Because "Guiding Light" aired for so many years, its cast members range from
seasoned veterans to fresh faces who grew up on the show. Tracking the "cast
of Guiding Light where are they now" reveals a fascinating mix of continued
acting success, shifts into new creative ventures, and even some surprising
career changes.

Where Are the Iconic Cast Members of Guiding
Light Now?

Kim Zimmer (Reva Shayne)

Kim Zimmer’s portrayal of Reva Shayne remains one of the most memorable in
soap opera history. After her time on "Guiding Light," Zimmer continued
acting in television and theater. She took on guest roles in popular shows
and engaged in voice-over work. Beyond acting, Zimmer has occasionally
returned for fan events and soap reunions, celebrating her character’s
legacy. Today, she remains active in the entertainment industry and enjoys a
devoted fan base.

Robert Newman (Joshua Lewis)

Robert Newman’s character, Joshua Lewis, was a central figure on "Guiding



Light" for decades. Post-"Guiding Light," Newman pursued various acting roles
in TV and film but also developed a passion for music. He formed a band and
released albums, showcasing his talents beyond acting. Newman occasionally
makes appearances at soap opera conventions, connecting with fans and fellow
cast members. His multifaceted career highlights how soap stars can diversify
their creative outlets.

Ellen Parker (Maureen Bauer)**

Ellen Parker played Maureen Bauer and was beloved for her warmth and depth.
After "Guiding Light," Parker stepped back from the limelight, focusing on
personal endeavors. Unfortunately, she passed away in 2016, but her
contributions to the show and soap opera genre remain fondly remembered.

Crystal Chappell (Olivia Spencer)

Crystal Chappell’s role as Olivia Spencer earned her critical acclaim and a
dedicated following. After "Guiding Light," she became a pioneer in digital
soap operas, creating and starring in web-based series like "Venice: The
Series." Chappell’s shift to new media exemplifies how soap actors have
adapted to changing entertainment landscapes. She continues to engage
audiences through innovative storytelling and remains a respected figure in
the soap community.

Michael O’Leary (Rick Bauer)

Michael O’Leary portrayed Rick Bauer for over 20 years. Post-"Guiding Light,"
O’Leary focused on theater and education, becoming involved in acting
workshops and mentoring young performers. His transition from television to
stage and teaching demonstrates the diverse pathways soap actors often take
after their daytime careers.

Jordan Clarke (Billy Lewis)

Jordan Clarke played Billy Lewis, a pivotal character on the show. After
"Guiding Light," Clarke continued acting in stage productions and television
guest spots. He also became active in community theater, emphasizing the
importance of live performance for actors accustomed to the fast-paced world
of soaps.

Other Notable Cast Members and Their Current
Pursuits

The "cast of Guiding Light where are they now" question expands well beyond
the core leads. Many supporting actors and recurring characters have
fascinating updates worth exploring.



Sherry Stringfield (Diana Cooper): Before gaining fame on "ER,"
Stringfield had a brief stint on "Guiding Light." She later returned to
primetime TV and film, maintaining a successful acting career.

Scott Clifton (Liam Spencer): Although better known for his role on "The
Bold and the Beautiful," Clifton also appeared on "Guiding Light." He is
now a popular actor and author, combining his creative talents in
multiple forms.

Beth Ehlers (Harley Cooper): Ehlers moved between soap operas and
theater, continuing to act and make appearances at fan conventions.

The Evolution of Soap Opera Actors: Lessons
from the Guiding Light Alumni

Understanding where the cast of "Guiding Light" are now offers insightful
lessons about the entertainment industry, especially the soap opera niche.
Many actors face the challenge of typecasting, but numerous Guiding Light
alumni have successfully reinvented themselves. Whether shifting to stage
acting, branching into music, or embracing digital media, these performers
demonstrate versatility and resilience.

For fans and aspiring actors alike, the journeys of the "Guiding Light" cast
underline the importance of adaptability. The entertainment world is always
evolving, and those who embrace change often find new opportunities for
growth and success.

Tips for Aspiring Actors Inspired by Guiding Light
Alumni

Be Open to New Mediums: Like Crystal Chappell’s move to web series,
exploring emerging platforms can keep your career dynamic.

Keep Learning: Michael O’Leary’s involvement in education highlights how
continuous learning and mentoring enrich an actor’s craft.

Network and Engage with Fans: Returning to conventions and fan events
helps maintain connections and opens doors for future projects.

How to Find More About the Cast of Guiding
Light Today

For those curious about the latest updates on the "Guiding Light" cast,
several resources can help. Social media platforms like Instagram and Twitter
often feature personal and professional news directly from the actors.
Additionally, soap opera fan sites and forums provide ongoing discussions,



interviews, and reunion announcements.

YouTube channels dedicated to soap opera retrospectives occasionally host
interviews and behind-the-scenes insights on former "Guiding Light" stars.
For a deeper dive, biographies and memoirs penned by some actors offer
intimate perspectives on their careers during and after the show.

Exploring these channels not only satisfies curiosity but also highlights the
enduring bond between the "Guiding Light" cast and their loyal audiences.

The cast of "Guiding Light" may have moved on from the fictional town of
Springfield, but their impact on television and their fans continues to shine
brightly. Whether through ongoing performances, creative endeavors, or
personal milestones, their stories remain a testament to the power of
storytelling and the enduring connections forged through daytime drama.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where is Kim Zimmer, who played Reva Shayne on
Guiding Light, now?

Kim Zimmer has continued her acting career with roles in theater and
television. She has also been involved in various acting workshops and
occasionally appears as a guest on soap opera-related panels and events.

What happened to Robert Newman, who portrayed Josh
Lewis on Guiding Light?

Robert Newman has remained active in the entertainment industry, including
roles on other soap operas like 'General Hospital.' He has also pursued music
and stage acting projects.

Where is Beth Ehlers, known for her role as Harley
Cooper on Guiding Light, currently?

Beth Ehlers has continued acting, appearing in other soap operas such as 'All
My Children' and 'Days of Our Lives.' She also engages in theater and
voiceover work.

What is Michael O'Leary, who played Rick Bauer, doing
now?

Michael O'Leary has taken on various acting roles beyond Guiding Light,
including appearances on other TV series. He also participates in fan
conventions and soap opera reunions.

Where is Cynthia Watros, who played Annie Dutton on
Guiding Light, today?

Cynthia Watros has had a successful TV career with roles on shows like
'Lost,' 'Two and a Half Men,' and 'General Hospital.' She continues to act in
television and film.



What has happened to Jordan Clarke, known for his
role as Billy Lewis on Guiding Light?

Jordan Clarke has continued his work in theater and television, occasionally
appearing in guest roles on various TV shows and participating in soap opera
fan events.

Where is Gina Tognoni, who portrayed Dinah Marler on
Guiding Light, now?

Gina Tognoni has remained active in the soap opera industry, winning Daytime
Emmy Awards for her roles on 'One Life to Live' and 'The Young and the
Restless.' She also works as a voiceover artist.

What is the current status of Rick Hearst, who played
Nick McHenry on Guiding Light?

Rick Hearst has enjoyed a prolific soap opera career, with notable roles on
'General Hospital,' 'The Bold and the Beautiful,' and 'The Young and the
Restless.' He continues acting in daytime television.

Additional Resources
**The Cast of Guiding Light: Where Are They Now?**

Cast of Guiding Light where are they now remains a question that intrigues
longtime fans of one of television’s longest-running soap operas. Spanning an
impressive 72 years on air, *Guiding Light* was a staple of daytime
television from its radio inception in 1937 to its television finale in 2009.
Over the decades, the soap nurtured a large ensemble of talented actors, many
of whom went on to pursue diverse careers in entertainment and beyond. This
article delves into the post-*Guiding Light* trajectories of its most notable
cast members, offering an investigative and professional overview of where
they are today. By exploring their career developments, personal milestones,
and current endeavors, we aim to shed light on the enduring legacy of the
*Guiding Light* cast.

Legacy of the Cast of Guiding Light: A
Retrospective

The *Guiding Light* cast was renowned for its compelling performances and
dynamic chemistry that kept viewers engaged for decades. The show launched
and sustained numerous careers, with actors often spending years embodying
richly developed characters. Given the show’s long run and large ensemble,
the cast’s post-show trajectories vary widely, from continued acting careers
to ventures into directing, producing, and even entirely new professional
paths outside of entertainment.

Understanding the cast of *Guiding Light* where are they now offers valuable
insights into the broader patterns of career evolution among soap opera
actors. Unlike some contemporaries who transitioned smoothly into prime-time
television or film, many soap actors face unique challenges due to



typecasting and the intense filming schedules that soaps demand.
Nevertheless, several former cast members have successfully reinvented
themselves or maintained influential roles in the entertainment industry.

Notable Cast Members and Their Current Endeavors

When discussing the cast of *Guiding Light* where are they now, several
prominent actors stand out due to their significant roles on the show and
their subsequent career paths. Below we highlight key figures and analyze
their journeys post-*Guiding Light*.

Kim Zimmer (Reva Shayne): Kim Zimmer’s portrayal of Reva Shayne remains
iconic within the soap opera realm. After *Guiding Light* ended in 2009,
Zimmer continued acting in theater and television. She has taken on
guest roles in series like *Blue Bloods* and *Major Crimes*, and remains
active in the soap community through conventions and interviews. Her
career transition showcases adaptability and a continued passion for
acting beyond daytime television.

Robert Newman (Josh Lewis): Robert Newman, another core cast member, has
embraced theater and independent film projects since leaving *Guiding
Light*. He also appeared in other soap operas such as *The Young and the
Restless*, illustrating a common trend among soap actors who migrate
between daytime dramas. Newman has also engaged in audiobook narration,
diversifying his skills in the entertainment industry.

Beth Ehlers (Harley Cooper): After her time on *Guiding Light*, Beth
Ehlers continued to work in daytime television, including roles on *All
My Children* and *The Young and the Restless*. She has also ventured
into health and wellness, becoming a certified health coach,
demonstrating a significant career pivot while maintaining a connection
to her audience.

Michael O'Leary (Rick Bauer): Known for his long tenure as Rick Bauer,
Michael O'Leary has remained active in acting and directing,
particularly within theater. His post-soap career also involves teaching
acting, indicating a shift toward mentorship and education within the
performing arts community.

Career Transitions and Industry Challenges

A critical aspect of exploring the cast of *Guiding Light* where are they now
is understanding the industry dynamics that influence their post-soap
careers. Soap operas, while offering steady employment and exposure, often
pigeonhole actors into specific character types. This can make transitioning
to other genres or mediums challenging.



Typecasting and Diversification

Many *Guiding Light* alumni faced the challenge of typecasting, which limited
their opportunities in film or prime-time television. However, a number of
actors proactively diversified their skill sets by exploring theater, voice
acting, and directing. For example, actors like Robert Newman expanded into
voice narration, while others like Michael O’Leary embraced directing and
teaching.

Impact of the Soap Opera Industry Decline

The decline of daytime soaps in the late 2000s, including the cancellation of
*Guiding Light*, forced many actors to pivot quickly. This shift impacted not
only employment opportunities but also the cultural relevance of soap actors.
Some cast members leveraged their soap fame to engage in other entertainment
sectors, while others left acting altogether to pursue new careers. This
industry contraction underscores the importance of adaptability for soap
actors in maintaining long-term career viability.

Where Are They Now? Spotlight on Lesser-Known
Cast Members

While the prominent stars of *Guiding Light* have well-documented post-show
careers, many lesser-known cast members have taken intriguing paths worth
noting.

Jordan Clarke (Billy Lewis): Since his role on *Guiding Light*, Clarke
has maintained a steady presence in theater, including Broadway
productions and regional plays. His commitment to stage work highlights
a common avenue for soap actors seeking artistic fulfillment beyond
television.

Crystal Chappell (Olivia Spencer): Chappell found significant success
post-*Guiding Light* by creating and starring in web series like
*Venice: The Series*, for which she won multiple Daytime Emmy Awards.
Her innovative approach to storytelling in digital formats exemplifies
how former soap actors can adapt to new media platforms.

Jordan Garrett (Jonathan Randall): After the show, Garrett transitioned
into voice-over work and independent films, expanding his repertoire
beyond daytime dramas.

The Role of Soap Opera Conventions and Fan Engagement

The enduring affection for *Guiding Light* keeps many former cast members
connected to their fanbase through conventions and social media. These



platforms offer actors opportunities to remain visible and engage directly
with fans, which can open doors to new projects or collaborations. Such
engagement is particularly important for maintaining relevance in a rapidly
evolving entertainment landscape.

The Enduring Appeal of Guiding Light and Its
Cast

The cast of *Guiding Light* where are they now is a reflection of the broader
narrative of soap opera actors navigating the evolving television industry.
Their varied career paths—from continued acting and theatre work to
directing, coaching, and new media ventures—underscore the adaptability
required to sustain a career post-soap.

While *Guiding Light* may no longer air, its influence persists through the
continued work of its alumni and the devoted fan community. The show’s legacy
is not only preserved in its archives but also in the ongoing contributions
of its cast to the arts and entertainment sectors.

In essence, the story of the *Guiding Light* cast today is one of resilience,
reinvention, and enduring passion for performance. Their journeys offer
insightful case studies into the lifecycle of soap opera careers and the
evolving nature of the television industry itself.
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automáticamente cuando configuras dispositivos Android TV o Google TV. En otras TVs que admiten
Cast, puedes activar la función cuando configuras la TV o
Présentation de Google Cast Google Cast offre des expériences multi-écrans de TV et d'audio avec
des enceintes
Cast from Chrome to your TV - Streaming Help - Google Help When you cast a tab to a TV, a
Display icon appears on the tab. When there's an active Cast session, on the right of the address bar,
next to ”Extensions,” you can find the Cast connected
Introducing Google Cast Google Cast delivers multi-screen TV and audio experiences with
speakers. Casting is as simple as pressing a button from your favorite app. Watch your favorites on
the TV while switching to
Представляем Google Cast Google Cast позволяет смотреть видео на различных устройствах
и слушать аудио на колонках. Чтобы начать трансляцию, просто нажмите кнопку в
приложении, где есть
Presentamos Google Cast - Ayuda de Google Cast Presentamos Google Cast Google Cast ofrece
experiencias de audio y televisión multipantalla con altavoces. Enviar contenido es tan sencillo como
pulsar un botón en tu aplicación favorita
Presentamos Google Cast - Ayuda de Google Cast Google Cast ofrece experiencias de audio y
TV multipantalla con bocinas. La transmisión es tan simple como presionar un botón desde tu app



favorita
Cast media from Google Cast-enabled apps to your TV or display Cast media from Google
Cast-enabled apps to your TV or display Casting to your TV is a way to enjoy your favorite apps, like
TikTok or Prime Video, optimized for the big screen. Or, broaden
Ti presentiamo Google Cast Google Cast offre esperienze audio e TV multischermo con gli
altoparlanti
Streaming Help - Google Help Factory reset your Chromecast or Google TV Streamer Voice
Remote Troubleshoot “Low power” and “g.co/cast/power” screens Set up a replacement Chromecast
with Google TV or Google
Configura una TV con Google Cast - Ayuda de Google Cast Google Cast se activa
automáticamente cuando configuras dispositivos Android TV o Google TV. En otras TVs que admiten
Cast, puedes activar la función cuando configuras la TV o
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