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a short history of reconstruction eric foner is not just the title of a seminal work in
American history; it represents a transformative lens through which scholars and readers
alike understand one of the most complex eras in the United States. Eric Foner, a
distinguished historian, has profoundly influenced the way Reconstruction—the period
following the Civil War—has been studied, taught, and appreciated. His work sheds light
on the political, social, and racial upheavals that shaped America’s path toward equality
and justice, making the history of Reconstruction accessible and meaningful for
contemporary audiences.

Who Is Eric Foner and Why His Work Matters

Eric Foner is widely regarded as one of the foremost historians of 19th-century America,
particularly the Reconstruction era. His scholarship has redefined how Reconstruction is
perceived, moving away from earlier interpretations that often minimized the
achievements of African Americans and downplayed the era’s significance. Foner’s
research dives deep into the struggles for civil rights, the redefinition of freedom, and the
political battles that followed the abolition of slavery.

Before Foner’s groundbreaking contributions, Reconstruction was often dismissed as a
failed experiment, largely blamed for corruption and chaos. However, Foner’s work,
especially his book *Reconstruction: America’s Unfinished Revolution, 1863–1877*, has
become a key reference for understanding the period’s complexities and its lasting impact
on American society.

The Evolution of Reconstruction Historiography

From Dunning to Foner: Changing Perspectives

To appreciate why Eric Foner’s *a short history of reconstruction* is so influential, it’s
important to understand the historiographical context. Early 20th-century historians,
notably William A. Dunning and his school, portrayed Reconstruction negatively. They
argued that the era was marked by misgovernment and saw the efforts to extend rights to
freed African Americans as misguided or even dangerous.

Foner challenged this narrative by emphasizing Reconstruction as a genuine revolution in
terms of civil rights and democracy. He argued that the period was a crucial attempt to
create an interracial democracy and to redefine freedom in America. This shift helped



reshape public understanding and academic discourse, highlighting both the era’s
achievements and its failures in a more balanced and nuanced way.

Reconstruction as an Unfinished Revolution

One of Foner’s key contributions is framing Reconstruction as an “unfinished revolution.”
Rather than viewing it as a brief, unsuccessful interlude, he presents it as a critical phase
in the long struggle for racial equality and democratic inclusion. This perspective helps
readers grasp why issues from Reconstruction still resonate today, particularly in
discussions about voting rights, racial justice, and federal-state relations.

By describing Reconstruction this way, Foner invites readers to see the period as part of
an ongoing process in American history, one where progress was made but incomplete,
and where setbacks were significant but not definitive.

A Short History of Reconstruction Eric Foner:
Exploring the Book

Accessible Yet Scholarly

Eric Foner’s *a short history of reconstruction* is notable for balancing scholarly rigor
with readability. It distills complex political, social, and economic developments into a
concise and engaging narrative. This makes the book an excellent starting point for
students, educators, and anyone curious about this pivotal era.

Foner walks readers through key events such as the Emancipation Proclamation, the
passage of the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments, and the rise and fall of Radical
Reconstruction governments. He also highlights the experiences of freedpeople, including
their efforts to build schools, churches, and communities amidst significant resistance.

Key Themes and Insights

Several recurring themes in Foner’s short history enrich the reader’s understanding:

Freedom and Citizenship: Foner explores how freed slaves sought to define and
claim their new freedoms, often facing violent opposition.

Political Power: The struggle over who would control Southern governments and
how federal authority was applied is central to the narrative.

Racial Violence and Resistance: The backlash from white supremacists and



organizations like the Ku Klux Klan is examined in depth.

Legacy and Memory: How Reconstruction has been remembered, forgotten, or
distorted in American culture is another important aspect.

These themes help readers see Reconstruction not simply as a historical event but as a
foundational moment that shaped the trajectory of American democracy.

Why Understanding Reconstruction Through
Foner’s Lens Is Important Today

Reconstruction remains one of the most debated and misunderstood periods in U.S.
history. By engaging with Eric Foner’s *a short history of reconstruction*, readers gain
valuable insights into the challenges of rebuilding a nation after civil war, the complex
interplay of race and politics, and the long fight for civil rights.

This understanding is particularly relevant now, as contemporary America grapples with
issues related to racial inequality, voting rights, and systemic injustice. Foner’s work
reminds us that the struggles of Reconstruction were not isolated but are deeply
connected to ongoing efforts for social justice.

Tips for Readers Exploring Reconstruction

If you’re approaching Reconstruction for the first time through Foner’s work or looking to
deepen your knowledge, consider these tips:

Contextualize the Period: Understand the Civil War’s end and the challenges of1.
reunifying the nation.

Focus on Primary Sources: Foner often incorporates speeches, letters, and legal2.
documents that bring voices from the era to life.

Trace the Amendments: Follow how the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments3.
changed the Constitution and American society.

Reflect on the Present: Think about how Reconstruction’s successes and failures4.
inform current debates about democracy and equality.

These approaches can deepen your appreciation and make the history more personal and
relevant.



The Broader Impact of Eric Foner’s Scholarship

Beyond *a short history of reconstruction*, Eric Foner’s influence extends into broader
discussions about American history and memory. His work encourages historians,
educators, and the public to reconsider how history is taught and remembered, advocating
for a more inclusive narrative that acknowledges the contributions and struggles of
African Americans.

Foner’s scholarship has also inspired other historians to explore Reconstruction from new
angles, including gender, labor, and regional perspectives, enriching the field further. His
ability to connect past and present has made him a key figure in American historical
scholarship.

---

Engaging with a short history of reconstruction eric foner offers more than just a
recounting of dates and events—it opens a window into the profound transformations and
enduring challenges that have shaped the United States. Through Foner’s insightful
analysis, readers come away with a deeper understanding of Reconstruction’s importance
as both a historical era and a continuing story of striving toward justice and equality.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of Eric Foner's 'A Short History
of Reconstruction'?
The book focuses on the Reconstruction era in the United States, exploring the political,
social, and economic changes that occurred after the Civil War, particularly regarding the
integration of formerly enslaved people into American society.

How does Eric Foner's interpretation of Reconstruction
differ from earlier historical perspectives?
Foner challenges earlier views that portrayed Reconstruction as a failure and highlights it
as a transformative period that expanded democracy and civil rights, emphasizing the
agency of African Americans during this era.

Why is 'A Short History of Reconstruction' considered
an important work in the study of American history?
It provides a concise yet comprehensive analysis of Reconstruction, correcting
misconceptions, and shedding light on the complexities of the era, making it accessible to
both scholars and general readers.



What sources does Eric Foner use to support his
narrative in 'A Short History of Reconstruction'?
Foner utilizes a wide range of primary sources including political documents, speeches,
newspapers, and personal accounts, as well as secondary scholarship to provide a
balanced and well-researched history.

How does 'A Short History of Reconstruction' address
the role of African Americans during the Reconstruction
era?
The book emphasizes African Americans' active participation in politics, education, and
society, portraying them as key drivers of Reconstruction efforts rather than passive
recipients of change.

What themes are central to Foner's 'A Short History of
Reconstruction'?
Key themes include citizenship and voting rights, racial equality, the challenges of
rebuilding the South, the political struggles between different factions, and the legacy of
Reconstruction in American history.

Can 'A Short History of Reconstruction' be used as a
teaching resource?
Yes, its clear and concise style makes it suitable for educational settings, providing
students with a foundational understanding of Reconstruction and its significance in
shaping modern America.

Additional Resources
A Short History of Reconstruction Eric Foner: An Analytical Review of a Pivotal Work

a short history of reconstruction eric foner stands as a seminal text that reshaped the
understanding of one of the most complex and transformative periods in American history.
Eric Foner, a preeminent historian specializing in the Civil War and Reconstruction era,
offers readers a concise yet profound exploration of Reconstruction’s social, political, and
economic dimensions. This work not only revises traditional narratives but also highlights
the ongoing significance of Reconstruction in contemporary discussions about race,
citizenship, and democracy.

Eric Foner’s scholarship has been widely acclaimed for its depth and clarity, and “A Short
History of Reconstruction” distills decades of research into an accessible format that
appeals to both academic audiences and general readers. By examining this book, one
gains insight into the historical nuances often overlooked in earlier accounts, which
tended to marginalize the experiences of freed African Americans and understate the era’s



transformative potential.

The Context and Significance of Eric Foner’s
Reconstruction Narrative

Reconstruction, the period following the American Civil War from 1865 to 1877, was
marked by attempts to reintegrate the Southern states into the Union and define the legal
and social status of newly freed African Americans. Prior to Foner’s intervention, much of
the historiography reflected a Lost Cause perspective that portrayed Reconstruction as a
time of misgovernment and corruption, often blaming freedmen and Northern
“carpetbaggers” for the South’s troubles.

Foner’s “A Short History of Reconstruction” challenges this narrative by emphasizing the
progressive achievements of the period, including the establishment of civil rights for
African Americans, the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments, and the brief but significant
experiment with biracial democracy. His work situates Reconstruction as a foundational
moment in the ongoing struggle for racial equality and democratic inclusion in the United
States.

Key Themes and Features of the Book

One of the most notable features of Eric Foner’s book is its balanced yet critical approach.
It neither romanticizes Reconstruction nor dismisses its failures. Instead, Foner presents a
nuanced account that acknowledges the era’s contradictions:

Political Reconstruction: Foner details the efforts by Radical Republicans to
enforce civil rights and rebuild Southern state governments, highlighting the
complexities and resistance they faced.

Social Change and African American Agency: The book foregrounds the
experiences of freedmen, their pursuit of education, land, and political participation,
and the violent backlash they endured.

Economic Challenges: Foner explores how Reconstruction impacted Southern
economic structures, including the struggles over land ownership and labor systems.

The End of Reconstruction: The narrative explains the gradual withdrawal of
federal support, the rise of white supremacist “Redeemers,” and the
institutionalization of segregation.

The clarity with which these themes are woven into a cohesive narrative is a testament to
Foner’s expertise and pedagogical skill. His use of primary sources, legal documents, and
contemporaneous accounts enriches the historical texture and supports his



interpretations.

Comparative Perspectives: Traditional Views vs.
Foner’s Interpretation

To fully appreciate the impact of “A Short History of Reconstruction,” it is useful to
compare Foner’s perspective with earlier historical interpretations:

Dunning School: Early 20th-century historians like William Archibald Dunning1.
portrayed Reconstruction as a tragic failure, emphasizing corruption and
incompetence while undermining African American contributions.

Revisionist Historians: Mid-20th-century scholars began to challenge this view,2.
highlighting the progressive aspects of Reconstruction but often still focusing heavily
on political machinations.

Foner’s New Interpretation: Eric Foner synthesizes and expands revisionist3.
insights, placing African American agency and the broader democratic implications
at the center of the narrative.

This progression reflects broader shifts in historical methodology and the influence of civil
rights movements, which prompted scholars to reevaluate the legacy of Reconstruction
with greater sensitivity to issues of race and justice.

The Book’s Impact on Reconstruction Scholarship and
Public Understanding

Since its publication, “A Short History of Reconstruction” has become a foundational text
for students and historians alike. Its influence extends beyond academia:

Educational Use: The book is widely adopted in college courses on American
history, providing a concise yet rich overview that complements more detailed
studies.

Public Discourse: Foner’s accessible prose and compelling arguments have helped
shift public understanding, countering myths that minimize the era’s achievements.

Policy and Memory: The work informs debates about race relations, reparations,
and the meaning of citizenship, illustrating how historical interpretation shapes
modern political discourse.



The ongoing relevance of Reconstruction is underscored by contemporary struggles over
voting rights and racial justice, making Foner’s analysis not only historically significant
but urgently contemporary.

Analytical Insights: Strengths and Limitations of
Foner’s Approach

While Eric Foner’s book is widely praised for its clarity and insight, a critical assessment
reveals both strengths and areas for further exploration:

Strengths

Conciseness and Accessibility: The ability to condense a complex era into a short
history without oversimplifying is a major strength, making the work approachable
for diverse audiences.

Balanced Narrative: Foner’s commitment to presenting multiple perspectives,
including the often-sidelined voices of African Americans, enriches the historical
account.

Integration of Legal and Social History: The book skillfully connects
constitutional changes with social realities, illuminating how law and lived
experience intersected during Reconstruction.

Limitations

Scope Constraints: By design, the brevity of the book means some regional
variations and detailed case studies receive limited attention.

Focus on Political History: Although social and economic aspects are covered,
some critics argue that more could be done to explore cultural transformations in
depth.

These limitations do not detract significantly from the work’s overall value but suggest
pathways for complementary reading and research.



Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Eric Foner’s
Reconstruction History

Eric Foner’s “A Short History of Reconstruction” remains a vital resource for
understanding one of the United States’ most turbulent and consequential periods. By
reshaping historical memory and emphasizing the era’s unfinished promises, the book
encourages continual reflection on democracy, equality, and citizenship. Foner’s balanced,
well-researched narrative challenges readers to reconsider widely held assumptions and
recognize Reconstruction’s ongoing relevance in American history and society. For
scholars, students, and general readers alike, this work provides a foundational lens
through which to view the complexities and legacies of Reconstruction.
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III, 2023-10-17 One standard story about America is rooted in the Declaration of Independence and
the Constitution. Another story concerns America's moment of reckoning after the Civil War, when it
was possible to believe that the country would transcend its racist roots. Kermit Roosevelt III argues
here that today, with the country increasingly riven along violent divides, we can find a path forward
by shifting our benchmarks from the first story, which fostered the Confederacy, to the second.
America doesn't need to find a new usable past; it already has one: we don't live in the Founders'
America-we live in Lincoln's--
  a short history of reconstruction eric foner: In Search of a Beautiful Freedom: New and
Selected Essays Farah Jasmine Griffin, 2023-03-28 Named a Most Anticipated Book of 2023 by The
Millions Lively, insightful writings on Black music, feminism, literature, and events from a
“masterful critic and master teacher” (Walton Muyumba, Boston Globe). In Search of a Beautiful
Freedom brings together the best work from Farah Jasmine Griffin’s rich forays on music, Black
feminism, literature, the crises of Hurricane Katrina and COVID-19, and the Black artists she
esteems. She moves from evoking the haunting strength of Odetta and the rise of soprano popular
singers in the 1970s to the forging of a Black women’s literary renaissance and the politics of
Malcolm X through the lens of Black feminism. She reflects on pivotal moments in recent American
history—including the banning of Toni Morrison’s Beloved—and celebrates the intellectuals, artists,
and personal relationships that have shaped her identity and her work. Featuring new and
unpublished essays along with ones first appearing in outlets such as the New York Times and NPR,
In Search of a Beautiful Freedom is a captivating collection that celebrates the work of “one of the
few great intellectuals in our time” (Cornel West).
  a short history of reconstruction eric foner: America's Unending Civil War William Nester,
2024-03-31 Explores the Civil War’s related and enduring conflicts of ideas and principles through
four centuries of a nation’s history. The Civil War fascinates Americans like no other war in their
history. Many Americans are still fighting some of the war’s issues in an Odyssey that stretches back
to the first settlement and will persist until the end of time. The war itself was an Iliad of brilliant
generals like Grant, Sherman, and Sheridan for the Union, or Lee, Jackson, and Forrest for the
Confederacy; epic battles like Gettysburg and Chickamauga; epic sieges like Vicksburg and
Petersburg; and epic naval combats such as Monitor versus Merrimack, or Kearsarge versus
Alabama. It was America’s most horrific war, with more dead than all others combined. Around
625,000 soldiers and 125,000 civilians died from various causes, bringing the total to 750,000
people. Of 31 million Americans, 2.1 million northerners and 880,000 southerners donned uniforms.
Why did eleven states eventually ban together to rebel against the United States? President
Jefferson Davis began an answer when he said: ‘If the Confederacy falls, there should be written on
its tombstone, Died of a Theory.’ That theory justified the enslavement of blacks by whites as a
natural right and duty of a superior race over an inferior race; a theory, it was believed, that morally
and economically elevated both races. Although slavery was the Civil War’s core cause, there were
related chronic conflicts over the nature of government, citizenship, liberty, property, equality,
wealth, race, identity, justice, crime, voting, power, and history – some of which issues have never
entirely gone away. America’s Unending Civil War is unique among thousands of books on the
subject. None before has explored the Civil War’s related and enduring conflicts of ideas and
principles through four centuries of a nation’s history.
  a short history of reconstruction eric foner: A History of the Book in America Scott E.
Casper, Jeffrey D. Groves, Stephen W. Nissenbaum, David D. Hall, Michael P. Winship, 2009-09-15
Volume 3 of A History of the Book in America narrates the emergence of a national book trade in the
nineteenth century, as changes in manufacturing, distribution, and publishing conditioned, and were
conditioned by, the evolving practices of authors and readers. Chapters trace the ascent of the
industrial book--a manufactured product arising from the gradual adoption of new printing, binding,
and illustration technologies and encompassing the profusion of nineteenth-century printed
materials--which relied on nationwide networks of financing, transportation, and communication. In
tandem with increasing educational opportunities and rising literacy rates, the industrial book



encouraged new sites of reading; gave voice to diverse communities of interest through periodicals,
broadsides, pamphlets, and other printed forms; and played a vital role in the development of
American culture. Contributors: Susan Belasco, University of Nebraska Candy Gunther Brown,
Indiana University Kenneth E. Carpenter, Newton Center, Massachusetts Scott E. Casper, University
of Nevada, Reno Jeannine Marie DeLombard, University of Toronto Ann Fabian, Rutgers University
Jeffrey D. Groves, Harvey Mudd College Paul C. Gutjahr, Indiana University David D. Hall, Harvard
Divinity School David M. Henkin, University of California, Berkeley Bruce Laurie, University of
Massachusetts, Amherst Eric Lupfer, Humanities Texas Meredith L. McGill, Rutgers University John
Nerone, University of Illinois Stephen W. Nissenbaum, University of Massachusetts Lloyd Pratt,
Michigan State University Barbara Sicherman, Trinity College Louise Stevenson, Franklin &
Marshall College Amy M. Thomas, Montana State University Tamara Plakins Thornton, State
University of New York, Buffalo Susan S. Williams, Ohio State University Michael Winship,
University of Texas at Austin
  a short history of reconstruction eric foner: Reconstructing the South Duchess Harris,
Nel Yomtov, 2019-08-01 Reconstructing the South studies the aftermath of the Civil War, discusses
how racist laws kept former slaves in inferior positions compared with whites, and explores how the
actions of people in the mid-1800s continue to impact African Americans today. Features include a
timeline, a glossary, further readings, websites, source notes, and an index. Aligned to Common
Core Standards and correlated to state standards. Essential Library is an imprint of Abdo Publishing,
a division of ABDO.
  a short history of reconstruction eric foner: Dangerous Liaisons: Sex and Love in the
Segregated South (p) Charles Frank Robinson, Charles F. Robinson II, 2003 In the South after the
Civil War, segregation--and race itself--was based on the idea that interracial sex posed a biological
threat to the white race. In this groundbreaking book, Charles Robinson examines how white
southerners enforced antimiscegenation laws. His findings challenge conventional wisdom,
documenting a pattern of selective prosecutions under which interracial domestic relationships were
punished even more harshly than transient sexual encounters.
  a short history of reconstruction eric foner: Backlash Presidents Julia R. Azari, 2025-09-23
How most presidents avoid upsetting the racial status quo—and why those who do pave the way for
lawless, norm-violating successors When Barack Obama won the White House in 2008, becoming the
nation’s first Black president, the stage was set for Donald Trump’s eventual rise to power. Backlash
Presidents shows how, throughout American history, administrations that challenge the country’s
racial status quo are followed by presidents who deal in racially charged politics and presidential
lawlessness, culminating in impeachment crises. In this incisive book, Julia Azari traces the
connections between racially transformative presidents and their successors, examining the
presidencies of Abraham Lincoln and Andrew Johnson, Lyndon Johnson and Richard Nixon, and
Obama and Trump. When he signed long-awaited civil rights legislation in 1964, Lyndon Johnson
unleashed a perfect political storm that swept Nixon into the White House. Azari demonstrates how
Nixon’s rhetoric, relationship to Congress, and attitudes about executive power exhibit striking
parallels with Andrew Johnson and Trump. She discusses how their actions are linked to race and
racialized institutions—the Department of War during Reconstruction, the FBI during the Nixon
years, and elections today—and looks at what happens after impeachment, describing how the rush
to establish a new order perpetuates many of the same problems as the old. Challenging the
conventional wisdom about the role of norms in American democracy, Backlash Presidents reveals
how normal presidential politics upholds unsustainable racial hierarchy that in turn gives rise to
intense periods of instability.
  a short history of reconstruction eric foner: Changing the Heart of Social Policy-Making
Catherine E. Johnson, 2025-07-24 Effective social policy-making has been debated for decades by
policy-makers, scholars, and the general public. As elected officials have lost sight of their purpose
in a climate of extreme polarization and partisan politics, disappointment and distrust of our
government institutions have swelled. This book highlights the importance of a change in the hearts



and minds of legislators and provides a new perspective on addressing the public's desire for more
effective and humane social policies. Covering the legislative and social policy making process from
a historical and contemporary perspective, this book identifies powerful interest groups and
corporate dollars which influence our legislative process and erode sound policy ideas and solutions.
The book also explores a new generation of youth voters which can influence election and policy
outcomes; the current mental health crisis; and the importance of evidence-based research in
designing social policies. Several topics are illuminated by real-life experiences, case studies and
practical guidelines.
  a short history of reconstruction eric foner: Schooling and the Politics of Disaster Kenneth J.
Saltman, 2010-06-10 Schooling and the Politics of Disaster is the first volume to address how
disaster is being used for a radical social and economic reengineering of education. From the
natural disasters of the Asian tsunami and the hurricanes in the Gulf Coast, to the human-made
disasters in Iraq, Afghanistan, Haiti, Sudan, Indonesia, the United States and around the globe,
disaster is increasingly shaping policy and politics. This groundbreaking collection explores how
education policy is being reshaped by disaster politics. Noted scholars in education and sociology
tackle issues as far-ranging as No Child Left Behind, the War on Terror, Hurricane Katrina, the
making of educational funding crises in the US, and the Iraq War to bring to light a disturbing new
phenonmemon in educational policy.
  a short history of reconstruction eric foner: The Industrial Book, 1840-1880 Scott E. Casper,
2007 V. 1. The colonial book in the Atlantic world: This book carries the interrelated stories of
publishing, writing, and reading from the beginning of the colonial period in America up to 1790. v.
2 An Extensive Republic: This volume documents the development of a distinctive culture of print in
the new American republic. v. 3. The industrial book 1840-1880: This volume covers the creation,
distribution, and uses of print and books in the mid-nineteenth century, when a truly national book
trade emerged. v. 4. Print in Motion: In a period characterized by expanding markets, national
consolidation, and social upheaval, print culture picked up momentum as the nineteenth century
turned into the twentieth. v. 5. The Enduring Book: This volume addresses the economic, social, and
cultural shifts affecting print culture from Word War II to the present.
  a short history of reconstruction eric foner: The Anti-Oligarchy Constitution Joseph
Fishkin, William E. Forbath, 2022-01-11 A bold call to reclaim an American tradition that argues the
Constitution imposes a duty on government to fight oligarchy and ensure broadly shared wealth.
Oligarchy is a threat to the American republic. When too much economic and political power is
concentrated in too few hands, we risk losing the Òrepublican form of governmentÓ the Constitution
requires. Today, courts enforce the Constitution as if it has almost nothing to say about this threat.
But as Joseph Fishkin and William Forbath show in this revolutionary retelling of constitutional
history, a commitment to prevent oligarchy once stood at the center of a robust tradition in
American political and constitutional thought. Fishkin and Forbath demonstrate that reformers,
legislators, and even judges working in this Òdemocracy of opportunityÓ tradition understood that
the Constitution imposes a duty on legislatures to thwart oligarchy and promote a broad distribution
of wealth and political power. These ideas led Jacksonians to fight special economic privileges for
the few, Populists to try to break up monopoly power, and Progressives to fight for the constitutional
right to form a union. During Reconstruction, Radical Republicans argued in this tradition that racial
equality required breaking up the oligarchy of slave power and distributing wealth and opportunity
to former slaves and their descendants. President Franklin Roosevelt and the New Dealers built
their politics around this tradition, winning the fight against the Òeconomic royalistsÓ and
Òindustrial despots.Ó But today, as we enter a new Gilded Age, this tradition in progressive
American economic and political thought lies dormant. The Anti-Oligarchy Constitution begins the
work of recovering it and exploring its profound implications for our deeply unequal society and
badly damaged democracy.
  a short history of reconstruction eric foner: A Tough Little Patch of History Jennifer W.
Dickey, 2014-04-01 DivJennifer W. Dickey is assistant professor and coordinator, public history



program, Kennesaw State University. She is the author of A History of the Berry Schools on the
Mountain Campus and co-editor of Museums in a Global Context: National Identity, International
Understanding./div
  a short history of reconstruction eric foner: Fractured Michael Richmond, Alex Charnley,
2022-09-20 Identity politics has smeared political discourse for over a decade. The right use it to
lament the loss of free speech, while many on the left bemoan that it will be the end of class politics.
It has been used to dismiss movements such as Black Lives Matter and brought seemingly
progressive people into the path of fascism. It has armed the march of the transphobes. In
Fractured, the authors move away from the identity politics debate. Instead of crudely categorising
race, gender and sexuality as 'identities', or forcing them under the heading of 'diversity', they argue
that the interconnectedness of these groupings has always been inseparable from the history of class
struggle under British and American capitalism. Through an appraisal of pivotal historical moments
in Britain and the US, and a sharp look at contemporary debates, the authors tame the frenzied
culture war, offering a refreshing and reasoned way to understand how class struggle is formed and
creating the possibilities for new forms of solidarity in an increasingly fractured world.
  a short history of reconstruction eric foner: Reader's Guide to American History Peter J.
Parish, 2013-06-17 There are so many books on so many aspects of the history of the United States,
offering such a wide variety of interpretations, that students, teachers, scholars, and librarians often
need help and advice on how to find what they want. The Reader's Guide to American History is
designed to meet that need by adopting a new and constructive approach to the appreciation of this
rich historiography. Each of the 600 entries on topics in political, social and economic history
describes and evaluates some 6 to 12 books on the topic, providing guidance to the reader on
everything from broad surveys and interpretive works to specialized monographs. The entries are
devoted to events and individuals, as well as broader themes, and are written by a team of well over
200 contributors, all scholars of American history.
  a short history of reconstruction eric foner: One Nation, One Blood Karen Woods Weierman,
2005 The proscription against interracial marriage was for many years a flashpoint in American
culture. In One Nation, One Blood, Karen Woods Weierman explores this taboo by investigating the
traditional link between marriage and property. Her research reveals that the opposition to
intermarriage originated in large measure in the nineteenth-century desire for Indian land and
African labor. Yet despite the white majority's overwhelming rejection of nonwhite peoples as
marriage partners, citizens, and social equals, nineteenth-century reformers challenged the rule
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