
the nature of the beast
The Nature of the Beast: Understanding Instincts, Behavior, and Human
Metaphors

the nature of the beast is a phrase that often pops up in conversations,
literature, and everyday expressions. But what exactly does it mean? At its
core, the phrase highlights the inherent qualities or characteristics of
something, particularly those that are difficult to change or control.
Whether we’re talking about animals, human behavior, or even complex systems,
understanding the nature of the beast helps us grasp the fundamental truths
that drive actions and reactions.

In this article, we’ll explore the concept of the nature of the beast from
multiple angles—biological, psychological, and metaphorical. Along the way,
we’ll unpack how this phrase connects with human instincts, animal behavior,
and the challenges of dealing with innate characteristics in various
contexts.

What Does “The Nature of the Beast” Really
Mean?

At its simplest, the nature of the beast refers to the essential qualities or
natural tendencies of something—often something challenging or problematic.
The phrase implies that certain traits are intrinsic and unavoidable, much
like the instincts of animals or the core behaviors of humans.

For example, when someone says “it’s just the nature of the beast,” they’re
often acknowledging that a situation’s difficulties are part of its
fundamental makeup. This expression is frequently used in business,
relationships, or even technology to explain why some problems persist
despite best efforts.

Origins of the Phrase

The phrase likely stems from the observation of wild animals and their
behaviors. In the wild, beasts act according to instincts—hunting, defending
territory, or protecting offspring. These behaviors are hardwired and cannot
be easily altered. Over time, humans borrowed the phrase to describe
situations or people whose characteristics seem equally fixed.



The Biological Perspective: Instincts and
Animal Behavior

When we think about “the nature of the beast” in a literal sense, it directs
us to animal instincts and behaviors that are built into their DNA. Animals
operate largely on instinctual drives—survival, reproduction, territoriality,
and social hierarchy—that shape how they interact with their environment.

Instinct vs. Learned Behavior

Understanding the nature of the beast in animals requires distinguishing
between instinctual and learned behaviors. Instincts are automatic reactions
hardwired into an animal’s nervous system. For instance, a lion’s hunting
strategy or a bird’s migration pattern is instinctual. On the other hand,
learned behaviors involve adaptation and experience, such as a dog learning
commands or a chimpanzee using tools.

Recognizing these differences helps us appreciate how certain behaviors are
unavoidable and why animals act the way they do in the wild.

Survival Mechanisms and Evolution

The nature of the beast also ties into evolutionary biology. Animals have
developed specific traits and behaviors over millennia to survive and
reproduce in their environments. These survival mechanisms—like camouflage,
aggression, or pack behavior—are essential to their nature.

For example, the territorial nature of wolves is part of their survival
strategy to secure resources. When we observe such behaviors, we’re
witnessing the nature of the beast in action.

The Human Angle: Innate Traits and Behavioral
Psychology

Humans often use the phrase “the nature of the beast” to describe intrinsic
personality traits or behavioral patterns that seem difficult to change. But
how much of human behavior is truly innate, and how much is shaped by
environment?



Nature vs. Nurture Debate

This classic debate explores whether genetics (nature) or environment
(nurture) plays a bigger role in shaping who we are. Our instincts, emotional
responses, and even some cognitive patterns are part of our biological
nature. However, culture, upbringing, and personal experiences can
significantly influence how these traits manifest.

When we say something is “the nature of the beast” in human terms, we often
refer to those deep-seated tendencies or instincts that are resistant to
change, such as aggression, fear, or social bonding.

Understanding Human Instincts

Humans share many instincts with animals—fight or flight responses, the drive
for social connection, and survival instincts. These are part of our
evolutionary heritage and influence our behavior, often subconsciously.

Recognizing these instincts can be valuable in managing personal
relationships, workplace dynamics, or even societal challenges. For example,
understanding that competition is a natural human instinct can help in
creating healthier environments where cooperation is encouraged alongside
healthy rivalry.

The Metaphorical Use: When “The Nature of the
Beast” Applies to Situations and Systems

Beyond biology, “the nature of the beast” is frequently applied
metaphorically to describe the inherent challenges in various
systems—businesses, technologies, and complex organizations.

In Business and Workplaces

In corporate environments, certain problems or dynamics are often described
as “the nature of the beast.” For example, high turnover in retail jobs or
the unpredictability of the stock market are seen as inevitable
characteristics of those industries.

Understanding these “beastly” elements helps managers and employees set
realistic expectations and develop strategies to cope rather than futilely
trying to eliminate inherent issues.



In Technology and Innovation

Technological systems often come with their own “nature of the beast.” Bugs,
glitches, and user errors are part and parcel of software development and
tech products. Acknowledging this helps developers focus on continuous
improvement rather than unrealistic perfection.

In Personal Challenges

Sometimes, the phrase is used to describe personal struggles or traits that
are hard to overcome. For instance, someone might say procrastination is “the
nature of the beast” when referring to their own work habits, highlighting
the deeply ingrained patterns that require conscious effort to change.

How to Work With the Nature of the Beast

Accepting the nature of the beast doesn’t mean resignation. Instead, it
encourages a realistic approach to dealing with inherent challenges.

Acceptance and Adaptation

One of the most effective ways to manage difficult traits or situations is
acceptance. Recognizing that certain behaviors or problems are natural can
reduce frustration and open the door to creative solutions.

Strategies for Managing Innate Challenges

Awareness: Identify the specific traits or issues that are part of the
nature of the beast.

Adjustment: Modify your approach or expectations accordingly, rather
than trying to fight the fundamental nature.

Leveraging Strengths: Use the natural tendencies to your advantage. For
example, harness competitive instincts to motivate positive outcomes.

Continuous Improvement: While some elements are fixed, incremental
changes and learning can help mitigate their negative impact.



Examples in Everyday Life

Consider traffic jams as the nature of urban living. Rather than expecting
perfect flow, city planners design adaptive traffic systems and encourage
public transit to manage the beast effectively.

Or think about human emotions like jealousy or impatience. Instead of
suppressing these feelings completely, acknowledging them allows for
healthier coping mechanisms and communication.

The nature of the beast is a powerful concept that helps us understand the
world through a lens of acceptance and insight. Whether dealing with wild
animals, human psychology, or complex systems, recognizing inherent traits
allows us to respond thoughtfully rather than react impulsively. By
appreciating the nature of the beast, we learn to navigate challenges with
greater wisdom and resilience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the phrase 'the nature of the beast' mean?
The phrase 'the nature of the beast' refers to the inherent qualities or
characteristics of a person, situation, or thing, often implying that certain
behaviors or outcomes are unavoidable because they are intrinsic.

Where does the expression 'the nature of the beast'
originate from?
The expression 'the nature of the beast' originates from English idiomatic
usage, where 'beast' symbolizes something with inherent traits or behaviors,
and the phrase highlights the unavoidable aspects of a situation or entity.

How is 'the nature of the beast' used in everyday
language?
In everyday language, 'the nature of the beast' is used to explain or justify
difficult or undesirable situations by acknowledging that such outcomes are
natural or expected given the circumstances.

Can 'the nature of the beast' apply to human
behavior?
Yes, 'the nature of the beast' can apply to human behavior to describe innate
or fundamental traits that influence how people act, especially when these
traits lead to predictable patterns or challenges.



Is 'the nature of the beast' always negative?
Not necessarily. While often used to explain negative or challenging
situations, 'the nature of the beast' can also refer to any inherent
characteristic, positive or negative, that defines a person, situation, or
thing.

How does understanding 'the nature of the beast'
help in conflict resolution?
Understanding 'the nature of the beast' helps in conflict resolution by
recognizing the underlying traits or causes of conflict, allowing parties to
address the root issues rather than just symptoms.

Can 'the nature of the beast' be changed or altered?
While 'the nature of the beast' refers to inherent qualities, some aspects
can be modified through effort, awareness, or external influence, but often
certain fundamental traits remain consistent.

How is 'the nature of the beast' relevant in
business and management?
In business and management, 'the nature of the beast' helps leaders accept
unavoidable challenges inherent to their industry or organizational
structure, enabling more realistic planning and problem-solving.

Are there similar expressions to 'the nature of the
beast' in other languages?
Yes, many languages have equivalent expressions that convey the idea of
inherent traits or unavoidable characteristics, such as the French phrase
'c'est la nature de la bête' or the German 'die Natur der Sache.'

How has 'the nature of the beast' been depicted in
literature and media?
In literature and media, 'the nature of the beast' is often depicted
metaphorically to explore themes of instinct, human nature, or unavoidable
fate, highlighting characters' struggles with their intrinsic qualities.

Additional Resources
The Nature of the Beast: An In-Depth Exploration of Its Meaning and
Implications



the nature of the beast is a phrase often employed to describe the intrinsic
characteristics or fundamental qualities of a situation, entity, or behavior
that are challenging to alter or control. This idiomatic expression serves as
a metaphorical lens through which various aspects of human experience,
organizational dynamics, or natural phenomena can be understood. By delving
into the nature of the beast, one gains insight into underlying forces that
shape outcomes, often revealing why certain problems persist despite efforts
to resolve them.

In contemporary discourse, the phrase transcends its colloquial origins,
finding relevance in fields as diverse as psychology, business management,
environmental science, and literature. Understanding the nature of the beast
is pivotal for professionals and scholars who seek to navigate complexities
with greater clarity and efficacy. This article offers a comprehensive
analysis of the concept, unpacking its applications, associated challenges,
and the implications it carries across different domains.

Understanding the Origin and Usage of the
Phrase

The phrase “the nature of the beast” traces back to the early 18th century,
originally referring to the inherent qualities of animals—often predatory or
dangerous ones—that dictate their behavior. Over time, it evolved into a
broader metaphor used to signify the essential and often unavoidable traits
of any subject under consideration.

In modern usage, the expression is frequently invoked to acknowledge the
inevitability of certain difficulties or behaviors. For example, in business,
it might refer to the competitive pressures that drive market dynamics. In
psychology, it might describe innate human tendencies such as aggression or
fear. This flexibility in application underscores the phrase’s utility in
highlighting the core attributes that define and sometimes complicate a given
context.

The Nature of the Beast in Human Behavior and
Psychology

Human behavior is complex, influenced by a mixture of genetic, environmental,
and social factors. When analysts refer to the nature of the beast in
psychology, they often mean those instinctual or deeply ingrained behaviors
that shape human interactions and decision-making processes.



Innate Drives and Instincts

At the heart of the nature of the beast in humans lies the concept of primal
instincts—fight or flight responses, survival mechanisms, and basic emotional
reactions. Research in evolutionary psychology suggests these instincts have
been hardwired over millennia to ensure survival, making them resistant to
change. For example, the tendency toward territoriality or in-group
favoritism can be viewed as part of this ‘beastly’ nature that influences
social cohesion and conflict.

Behavioral Challenges in Modern Society

The friction between innate instincts and contemporary societal norms often
manifests as behavioral challenges. Issues such as aggression, prejudice, or
risk-taking behavior can be understood as expressions of the nature of the
beast. Recognizing these as natural components of human psychology allows for
more empathetic and effective approaches in therapy, conflict resolution, and
policy-making.

The Nature of the Beast in Organizational
Dynamics

In the realm of business and organizational management, the nature of the
beast refers to the fundamental forces that drive corporate behavior and
market trends. Understanding these forces is crucial for leaders aiming to
navigate complex environments and make strategic decisions.

Competitive Pressure as the Core Beast

One key aspect is the relentless competition inherent in most industries. The
nature of the beast here is the survival imperative that pushes companies to
innovate, cut costs, and outperform rivals. This often results in high-stress
environments and sometimes unethical practices, underscoring the double-edged
sword of competitive drive.

Organizational Culture and Resistance to Change

Another dimension is the internal culture of organizations. The nature of the
beast in this context relates to entrenched behaviors, norms, and power
structures that resist change. Studies have shown that organizational inertia
can significantly hinder transformation efforts, making the ‘beast’ a
metaphor for the deep-rooted challenges managers face when implementing new



strategies.

Environmental and Ecological Perspectives on
the Nature of the Beast

Beyond human-centric interpretations, the nature of the beast also applies to
ecological and environmental contexts. It highlights the inherent
characteristics of natural systems that influence biodiversity, resource
cycles, and ecosystem stability.

Predator-Prey Dynamics

In ecology, the phrase can literally describe the behaviors and relationships
of animals within food chains. Predator-prey interactions are essential for
maintaining ecological balance, yet they are often brutal and unforgiving.
Understanding these dynamics is critical for conservation efforts and
managing wildlife populations sustainably.

Human Impact and the ‘Beast’ Within Nature

Human activity introduces a significant variable into natural systems,
sometimes exacerbating the ‘beastly’ aspects of nature through pollution,
habitat destruction, and climate change. Conversely, nature's inherent
resilience and adaptability—also part of its ‘beastly’ nature—offer hope for
restoration and sustainability when appropriate measures are taken.

Literary and Cultural Interpretations

The nature of the beast has a rich presence in literature and popular
culture, often symbolizing the darker or uncontrollable forces within
individuals or societies. From classic works exploring the duality of human
nature to modern narratives about internal struggles, the metaphor remains
powerful and evocative.

The Beast as a Symbol of Inner Conflict

Literature frequently uses the beast as a representation of primal urges,
fears, or moral ambiguity. This symbolic usage enables authors to explore
complex psychological themes, such as the tension between civilization and
savagery, or reason and emotion.



Cultural Variations in Understanding the Beast

Different cultures interpret the nature of the beast in diverse ways,
influenced by mythology, religion, and social values. For instance, some
traditions view the beast as a guardian or a source of strength, while others
emphasize its destructive potential. This cultural plurality enriches the
discourse and offers multiple lenses for analysis.

Implications for Strategy and Decision-Making

Recognizing the nature of the beast in any context—whether personal,
organizational, or environmental—has practical implications. It encourages a
realistic appraisal of challenges and promotes strategies that work with,
rather than against, these inherent qualities.

Acceptance of Inherent Traits: Acknowledging the immutable aspects of a
situation can reduce frustration and enable more effective problem-
solving.

Adaptive Strategies: Tailoring responses to align with the fundamental
nature of the beast enhances resilience and long-term success.

Risk Management: Understanding the beast’s characteristics aids in
anticipating potential pitfalls and mitigating negative outcomes.

In this light, the nature of the beast is not merely a challenge but also an
opportunity to harness underlying forces constructively.

The exploration of the nature of the beast reveals a concept that is as
multifaceted as it is enduring. Whether in the intricacies of human behavior,
the complexities of organizational life, or the balance of natural
ecosystems, the phrase encapsulates a fundamental truth: some elements are
intrinsic and often immutable. By studying these elements carefully,
individuals and institutions alike can better prepare for and engage with the
realities they face, turning the beast from a source of fear into one of
understanding.

The Nature Of The Beast
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  the nature of the beast: The Nature of the Beasts Ian Jared Miller, 2021-01-05 It is widely
known that such Western institutions as the museum, the university, and the penitentiary shaped
Japan’s emergence as a modern nation-state. Less commonly recognized is the role played by the
distinctly hybrid institution—at once museum, laboratory, and prison—of the zoological garden. In
this eye-opening study of Japan’s first modern zoo, Tokyo’s Ueno Imperial Zoological Gardens,
opened in 1882, Ian Jared Miller offers a refreshingly unconventional narrative of Japan’s rapid
modernization and changing relationship with the natural world. As the first zoological garden in the
world not built under the sway of a Western imperial regime, the Ueno Zoo served not only as a
staple attraction in the nation’s capital—an institutional marker of national accomplishment—but
also as a site for the propagation of a new “natural” order that was scientifically verifiable and
evolutionarily foreordained. As the Japanese empire grew, Ueno became one of the primary sites of
imperialist spectacle, a microcosm of the empire that could be traveled in the course of a single day.
The meaning of the zoo would change over the course of Imperial Japan’s unraveling and subsequent
Allied occupation. Today it remains one of Japan’s most frequently visited places. But instead of
empire in its classic political sense, it now bespeaks the ambivalent dominion of the human species
over the natural environment, harkening back to its imperial roots even as it asks us to question our
exploitation of the planet’s resources.
  the nature of the beast: The Nature of the Beast Carys Crossen, 2019-10-01 The werewolf is
an increasingly popular subject of academic study, and several monographs have been published in
recent years. Of these, the closest in format and subject matter (e.g. the contemporary werewolf in
popular fiction) are as follows: Chantal Bourgault Du Coudray, The Curse of the Werewolf: Fantasy,
Horror, and the Beast Within (New York: I.B. Tauris & Co Ltd, 2006) Brent A. Stypczynski, The
Modern Literary Werewolf: A Critical Study of the Mutable Motif (Jefferson, NC and London:
McFarland, 2013) Kimberly McMahon-Coleman and Rosalyn Weaver, Werewolves and Other
Shapeshifters in Popular Culture (Jefferson NC: McFarland, 2012)
  the nature of the beast: The Nature of the Beast Ryan Josey, 2014-12-11 Too often, our
servicemen return with more than scars and invisible wounds. They become something often
considered monstrous for our military in order to defend our homeland. But what happens when
their work is done and their respected units have no further use for them? Trained killers now told
to be normal members of society and forget about what they were programmed to do. For most, it
isnt that easy to just revert back. Once killing is in your blood, you return to your primal roots and
never again will you ever be the same. On the south coast of Texas, five fishermen, grown
disenfranchised by hard work and low wages, find themselves in over their heads in the seedy world
of international drug trafficking and in a crossfire between feuding cartels. When two border patrol
agents find a dead man and a large sum of money on the banks of the Rio Grande, they are faced
with the age-old decision between right and wrong. Alas, the distinction is not always so clear. A
cartel enforcer is tasked with enforcing smuggling routes, but the former Mexican soldier has his
own fanatical agenda as well. They are all lost souls on a collision course with one another that can
only end with violence, an all-too-familiar outcome on the troubled Texas-Mexico border.
  the nature of the beast: The Nature of the Beast , 1989
  the nature of the beast: Nature of the Beast Nicholas Lalumiere, 2008-06-26 A journey about a
teen meeting life in the rawest form. Valiantly striving to find a meaning to it all, he finds himself
falling through catharsis with nothing but a journal as his escape. The lurking tendencies of lust and
art evade the young mind into many adventures that could never be imagined. Question the
questions and seeking in the unknown realms to find love?
  the nature of the beast: Nature of The Beast Hannah Howell, Adrienne Basso, Eve Silver,
2009-09-01 In this captivating new collection from Hannah Howell, Adrienne Basso, and Eve Silver,
three women meet the irresistible vampires who are their destiny--and discover a passion satisfied
only by complete surrender. . . Dark Hero by Hannah Howell Unlike most of his clan, Berawald
MacNachton chooses to live in comfortable seclusion, far from the enemies who hunt his kind--until



Evanna Massey and her young brother intrude upon his solitude. . . Bride of the Beast by Adrienne
Basso When Haydn of Gwynedd first met Bethan of Lampeter, she was a brave and fearless young
girl, risking her life to save his. Now Bethan has grown into a striking, courageous woman who
needs Haydn's help to defeat her tyrannical stepfather. Haydn's dark gift compels him to offer
marriage in name only, but he cannot deny the passion that sears them both. . . Kiss of the Vampire
by Eve Silver Devoted to her work at King's College Hospital, Sarah Lowell is shocked to discover
that someone--or something--is killing the weakest patients, draining them of their blood. Killian
Thayne, an enigmatic surgeon, offers Sarah his protection, but his sensual, commanding presence
presents another kind of danger. . .
  the nature of the beast: The Nature of the Beast Robert Holles, 1965
  the nature of the beast: Nature of the Beast Michael L. Romansky, 2011-09 In 1962 a strike
force of elite special agents for a clandestine group is sent to unearth and recover four powerful
artifacts from a temple buried in the Middle Eastern desert. The artifacts are recovered, but only the
three mission leaders survive, making off with two of the artifacts. In 1976, the surviving junior
member of the desert mission is now an agent on a special assignment: he is to abduct, artificially
inseminate, and release Angela Trelaine, the wife of billionaire industrialist Reginald Trelaine. His
mission is a success. The next year, Angela dies in childbirth as she delivers twins, Jack and Sarah
Trelaine. Her husband, Reginald, blames his wife's death on the infant Jack but vows to wait until
the boy is older to take revenge. It is now 2004 and when a convenience store clerk is attacked and
sexually assaulted by a group of gangbangers, the rape is cut short by a man wearing black leather
and Kevlar that covers everything but the red goggles over his eyes. He tears the gangbangers apart
with his bare hands before hurling a titanium hammer through the skull of the last attacker. This
starts a chain of events that bathes the Indianapolis streets in blood.Now a grown Jack must strive to
save those closest to him while struggling to uncover the Nature of the Beast. About the Author:
First-time novelist Michael L. Romansky resides with his family in Indianapolis. He has three books
in the works including the sequel. Publisher's website: http: //SBPRA.com/MichaelLRomansk
  the nature of the beast: The Nature of the Beast Evelyn Jordan, 1952
  the nature of the beast: Nature of the Beast Ian Wood, 2019-05-29 Two hundred years after
Castelle and Femarine, in a nation that was once their enemy, Prince Benson is on a quest to find
The Exercitation, a cure for his beloved, but deathly-ill fiancé. He has no clue what he's getting into;
he knows only that he cannot fail. Who are his enemies, and who his friends? He's going to be
surprised by both, because in this world there are demons, and you can bet your assumption that
they're nothing like he ever imagined.
  the nature of the beast: Aleister Crowley Colin Wilson, 2005-12-31 Poet, Magician,
Mountaineer, Polemicist and Pornographer, Aleister Crowley was the most famous, or infamous,
name in twentieth century occultism. With his usual flair and style, Colin Wilson brings this complex
and enigmatic figure to life and provides an engrossing portrait of the self-styled Great Beast, the
man whom the contemporary press dubbed The Wickedest Man in the World.The popular image of
him as, in the words of Francis King, 'an insatiable sexual athlete, a pimp who lived on the immoral
earnings of his girl-friends, and a junkie who daily took enough heroin to kill a roomful of people',
has a basis in fact; but there were other, less obnoxious and despicable, aspects of this highly
original character. Crowley's greatest legacy is his eclectic occult system: his Magick persists, a
potent synthesis of Golden Dawn magic, oriental esoteric techniques, sexual magic, and the
all-encompassing Law of Thelema with its two fundamental principles, 'Every man and woman is a
star' and the notorious 'Do What Thou Wilt Shall Be the Whole of the Law'.
  the nature of the beast: The Nature Of The Beast Frances Fyfield, 2012-10-04 Douglas Petty is
a man who enjoys his reputation as an unreconstructed male with a penchant for too much wine and
too many women. Inheriting his father's eccentric estate and dog sanctuary quietened him a little,
and marriage to Amy a little more. Even so, it seemed out of character for him a sue a tabloid
newspaper for libel when it printed a scurrilous story about him. His lawyers told him he had a good
chance of winning the case, mainly because Amy's testimony would clearly refute the story. But then



Amy is involved in a horrendous train crash and while the authorities assume she died in the
resulting fire, there is no body to prove it. And if she wasn't killed why has she disappeared and,
with no money and no other family, where is she? In a story of mesmerising suspense, Amy slowly
reveals why she cannot return to her beloved home, and why she can never escape from the lies she
was told as a child.
  the nature of the beast: The Nature of the Beast Janni Howker, 1987
  the nature of the beast: Of the Law of Nature and Nations Samuel Freiherr von Pufendorf,
2005
  the nature of the beast: A Description of the Nature of Four-Footed Beasts, with their figures
engraven in brass ... Translated into English by J. P. Joannes JONSTONUS (M.D., Polonus.), 1678
  the nature of the beast: Nature of the Beast Adam Mansbach, Douglas Mcgowan, 2012-08-07
DIVWhen the world is threatened by an alien force, a Florida gator wrestler is all that stands
between survival and total annihilation/divDIV Though humans have never heard their name,
mankind’s greatest enemies are called the Zawa. A race of alien zealots, they crisscross the stars on
a bloodthirsty crusade, destroying life on other planets in service of their sinister galactic god. And
Earth is next on their list. They offer mankind one hope for survival: They will engage in
hand-to-hand combat with Earth’s chosen champion to determine the planet’s fate. To find the
world’s deadliest creature, Earth’s richest man—media titan Milan Marlowe—organizes a
no-species-barred fight to the death, pitting sharks, gorillas, and polar bears against one another in
a gruesome knockout tourney. No one bets on the alligator, but that’s because no one has heard of
his trainer./divDIV /divDIVBruno Bolo is an alligator wrestler, blues singer, and whiskey-hound from
the humid Florida swamps. He has a quick temper, quicker fists, and courage that is unmatched in
man or beast. And he might just be humanity’s last chance . . . DIVThis is a fixed-format ebook,
which preserves the design and layout of the original print book./div/div
  the nature of the beast: Of the Law of Nature and Nations Samuel Freiherr von Pufendorf,
1703 In 1662 Pufendorf was appointed to the first modern professorship in natural law (at the
University of Heidelberg). In 1670 he became professor of natural law at the University of Lund in
Sweden. First published in 1672, this is his principle work and a landmark in the history of natural
and international law. Beginning with a consideration of fundamental legal ideas and their various
divisions, Pufendorf proceeded to a discussion of the validity of customs, the doctrines of necessity
and innate human reason. The work is significant in part because it developed principles introduced
by Grotius and Hobbes. Unlike Hobbes, Pufendorf argued that peace, not war, was the state of
nature, and he proposed that international law was not restricted to Christendom. -- Lawbook
Exchange.
  the nature of the beast: Of the Law of Nature and Nations Pufendorf, 1710
  the nature of the beast: Of the Law of Nature and Nations ... Translated into English [by
Basil Kennet and others]. The second edition ... corrected, and compared with Mr.
Barbeyrac's French translation, with the addition of his notes, etc Samuel Freiherr von
Pufendorf, 1710
  the nature of the beast: The Idea of Nature in Disney Animation David S. Whitley, 2008 David
Whitley's compelling study complicates our understanding of the classic Disney canon by focusing on
the way images of the natural world are mediated within popular art for children. He examines a
range of Disney's feature animations, from Snow White to Finding Nemo, to show that, even as the
films communicate the central ideologies of their times, they also express the ambiguities and
tensions that underlie these dominant values.
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