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The End of Faith Sam Harris: Challenging Religion and Embracing Reason

the end of faith sam harris is more than just the title of a book—it
represents a bold and provocative stance on religion, faith, and rational
thinking that has sparked widespread discussion and debate since its
publication. Written by neuroscientist and philosopher Sam Harris, this
influential work critiques organized religion and advocates for a society
grounded in reason, science, and secular ethics. For those curious about the
intersection of faith, skepticism, and modernity, “The End of Faith” offers a
compelling exploration that's both challenging and enlightening.

Understanding The End of Faith Sam Harris

Sam Harris’s book, published in 2004, quickly became a cornerstone in the New
Atheism movement, which includes thinkers like Richard Dawkins, Christopher
Hitchens, and Daniel Dennett. “The End of Faith” scrutinizes religious dogma
and argues that faith—defined as belief without evidence—is incompatible with
a world increasingly shaped by science and reason. Harris contends that
religious faith often leads to conflict, violence, and a reluctance to
question deeply held beliefs, which can impede social progress and global
security.

The Central Thesis of The End of Faith

At its core, the book asserts that religious faith is dangerous because it
encourages unquestioning acceptance of ideas that can justify acts of terror,
discrimination, and repression. Harris challenges the notion that religious
beliefs should be immune to criticism simply because they are spiritual or
sacred. Instead, he calls for a critical examination of all beliefs,
religious or otherwise, through the lens of evidence and reason.

One of Harris’s most striking arguments is that faith-based religion is
uniquely prone to causing harm because it discourages doubt and debate.
Unlike political or philosophical ideologies, religious doctrines often claim
absolute truth, making dialogue and compromise difficult. This rigidity,
Harris argues, has real-world consequences, including terrorism, sectarian
violence, and the suppression of scientific inquiry.

Why The End of Faith Sam Harris Resonates Today

Even years after its release, “The End of Faith” remains relevant as



discussions about religion’s role in society continue to evolve. In an era
marked by political polarization and religious extremism, Harris’s call for
reason and secularism finds an eager audience. The book’s critique of faith-
based thinking invites readers to reconsider the foundations of their beliefs
and the impact those beliefs have on global affairs.

Impact on Public Discourse and Secularism

Sam Harris’s work helped fuel a broader conversation about secularism and the
separation of church and state. By emphasizing the importance of scientific
reasoning and ethics independent of religious authority, “The End of Faith”
encourages a worldview that prioritizes human well-being and empirical truth
over tradition and dogma.

This perspective has influenced debates on topics ranging from education
policy to human rights. Harris’s arguments support the idea that public
policy should be informed by evidence and universal ethics rather than
religious texts. This is particularly relevant in pluralistic societies where
multiple faiths coexist, and governance must be neutral to maintain fairness.

Key Themes Explored in The End of Faith Sam
Harris

Several important themes run throughout the book, helping readers understand
why Harris views faith as problematic and how he envisions a better future.

Faith Versus Reason

One of the most compelling discussions in “The End of Faith” revolves around
the tension between faith and reason. Harris defines faith as the acceptance
of beliefs without sufficient evidence, contrasting it with skepticism and
scientific inquiry. He argues that while faith may provide comfort, it is
ill-suited for addressing real-world problems that require evidence-based
solutions.

Harris advocates for a culture that values critical thinking and open
inquiry. He believes that abandoning faith in favor of reason can lead to a
more peaceful, just, and enlightened society.

The Danger of Religious Extremism

A significant portion of the book focuses on how extremist interpretations of



religion can lead to violence. Harris discusses various examples of terrorism
and sectarian conflict, pointing out that these acts are often justified by
religious conviction. While not condemning all religious believers, he
stresses that the structure of faith-based belief systems can facilitate
radicalization.

This argument gained particular attention in the post-9/11 world, as global
security concerns highlighted the intersection of ideology and violence.
Harris’s analysis urges a frank discussion about the risks inherent in
religious absolutism.

Morality Without Religion

Another fascinating topic Harris explores is the possibility of morality
detached from religious dogma. Critics often say that without faith, society
loses its moral compass, but Harris counters this by proposing that ethics
can and should be based on human well-being and rational deliberation.

He suggests that science can inform moral decisions by understanding the
causes of human happiness and suffering. This secular approach to ethics
opens the door for universal values that transcend cultural and religious
boundaries.

Criticism and Controversy Surrounding The End
of Faith

While many praise “The End of Faith” for its clarity and courage, the book
has also faced criticism from religious communities and some scholars.
Critics argue that Harris’s portrayal of religion can be overly harsh or
simplistic, sometimes painting with too broad a brush.

Some theologians contend that Harris overlooks the positive roles religion
can play, such as community building, charity, and providing existential
meaning. Others feel that his dismissal of faith neglects the complexity of
religious experience and spirituality.

Despite these debates, the book’s provocative nature has undeniably sparked
important conversations about belief, evidence, and the future of religion in
society.

How The End of Faith Sam Harris Influences
Modern Thought



Beyond the book itself, Sam Harris has continued to explore themes introduced
in “The End of Faith” through his podcasts, lectures, and subsequent
writings. His work encourages readers and listeners to engage critically with
their beliefs and to consider how faith intersects with politics, science,
and ethics.

For those interested in philosophy, neuroscience, or religious studies,
Harris’s arguments provide a rich source of discussion and reflection. His
blend of scientific insight and philosophical rigor challenges us to rethink
how we approach some of humanity’s oldest questions.

Practical Tips from The End of Faith

- **Question Your Beliefs:** Harris emphasizes the importance of self-
reflection and skepticism. Don’t accept ideas just because they are
traditional or widely held.
- **Value Evidence:** Look for empirical support when evaluating claims,
especially those with significant societal implications.
- **Promote Dialogue:** Encourage respectful conversations about religion and
belief systems to foster understanding and reduce conflict.
- **Support Secularism:** Advocate for policies and education that separate
religious doctrine from governance to ensure fairness.
- **Embrace Science:** Use scientific methods and discoveries to inform
ethical decisions and improve human well-being.

These approaches can help individuals navigate the complex relationship
between faith and reason in everyday life.

Continuing the Conversation Beyond The End of
Faith

“The End of Faith Sam Harris” is not just a critique but an invitation to re-
examine how we live and think. It challenges us to identify the assumptions
underlying our beliefs and to consider a future where reason guides our
choices. Whether you agree with Harris or not, engaging with his work can
deepen your understanding of the ongoing dialogue between faith and
modernity.

In a world where religious and ideological divisions remain potent,
revisiting the ideas in “The End of Faith” can provide fresh perspectives on
how to build a more tolerant and rational society. It’s a journey worth
taking for anyone interested in the power of ideas to shape our collective
destiny.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main thesis of 'The End of Faith' by Sam
Harris?
'The End of Faith' argues that religious faith is incompatible with reason
and scientific understanding, and that it poses a significant threat to
global peace and progress.

How does Sam Harris define faith in 'The End of
Faith'?
Harris defines faith as belief without evidence or in spite of evidence to
the contrary, emphasizing its role as a source of conflict and dogmatism.

What are some key criticisms Sam Harris makes about
organized religion in 'The End of Faith'?
Harris criticizes organized religion for promoting irrational beliefs,
fostering intolerance, inciting violence, and impeding scientific and moral
progress.

How does 'The End of Faith' address the relationship
between religion and violence?
The book argues that religious faith often justifies violence and terrorism,
and that many conflicts around the world are fueled by religious dogma.

What solutions does Sam Harris propose in 'The End
of Faith' to overcome the problems of religious
faith?
Harris advocates for a secular, rational approach to ethics and public
policy, promoting science and reason as tools to replace faith-based
thinking.

How was 'The End of Faith' received by critics and
the public?
The book received mixed reactions, praised by secularists and critics of
religion for its bold arguments, but also criticized by religious groups and
some scholars for being overly confrontational.



What impact did 'The End of Faith' have on the New
Atheism movement?
'The End of Faith' is considered a foundational text in the New Atheism
movement, influencing public discourse on religion and secularism in the
early 21st century.

Does Sam Harris offer a moral framework in 'The End
of Faith' without relying on religion?
Yes, Harris suggests that morality can be grounded in reason, human well-
being, and scientific understanding, independent of religious doctrines.

Additional Resources
**The End of Faith by Sam Harris: A Critical Exploration of Religion and
Rationality**

the end of faith sam harris is a provocative and influential work that has
significantly shaped contemporary discourse on religion, secularism, and
rational thought. Published in 2004, this book thrust Sam Harris into the
spotlight as one of the leading voices in what became popularly known as the
New Atheism movement. Harris, a neuroscientist and philosopher, challenges
the foundations of faith-based belief systems, arguing for a rational,
evidence-based approach to understanding the world. This article delves into
the core arguments of *The End of Faith*, examining its impact, criticisms,
and relevance in today’s socio-political landscape.

Context and Core Premise of The End of Faith

At its heart, *The End of Faith* is a critique of religious dogma and its
consequences in modern society. Harris contends that faith—the acceptance of
beliefs without empirical evidence—poses a significant threat to global peace
and human progress. He asserts that religious convictions can fuel violence,
impede scientific advancement, and foster irrational policies. His argument
hinges on the idea that faith is incompatible with reason, and that societies
must move beyond religious superstition to embrace secularism and rational
inquiry.

Harris’s background in neuroscience lends a unique perspective, as he
explores how belief systems influence human cognition and behavior. Unlike
some earlier critiques of religion that focused purely on theological
inconsistencies, *The End of Faith* emphasizes the practical dangers of
religious ideologies when intertwined with political power.



The New Atheism Movement and Sam Harris’s Role

The publication of *The End of Faith* coincided with a surge in public
debates about religion’s place in the modern world, particularly in the
aftermath of the September 11 attacks. Alongside contemporaries like Richard
Dawkins, Christopher Hitchens, and Daniel Dennett, Harris became a prominent
figure advocating for atheism and secular humanism.

What sets Harris’s approach apart is his emphasis on the scientific and
ethical implications of faith. He argues that religious moderates often
enable extremists by defending faith as a private, benign phenomenon,
ignoring its potential to incite violence. This stance sparked widespread
discussion and controversy, positioning *The End of Faith* as a pivotal text
in ongoing dialogues about religion’s societal impact.

In-Depth Analysis of The End of Faith’s
Arguments

Harris structures his argument around several critical points that together
build a case against faith as a valid epistemology. These include the dangers
of religious extremism, the incompatibility of faith with reason, and the
necessity of secular morality.

The Dangers of Religious Extremism

One of Harris’s most compelling arguments is that faith-based belief systems
often promote intolerant and violent behavior. He highlights examples ranging
from Islamic fundamentalism to Christian evangelicalism, illustrating how
unquestioned belief can justify acts of terror and oppression. Harris
contends that faith insulates extremist views from criticism by framing them
as divinely mandated truths.

This perspective is underscored by Harris’s analysis of geopolitical
conflicts where religion plays a central role. He argues that addressing
terrorism and sectarian violence requires confronting the ideological roots
embedded in religious dogma, rather than treating these issues solely as
political or economic problems.

Faith Versus Reason: A Clash of Epistemologies

Another cornerstone of *The End of Faith* is the claim that faith and reason
are fundamentally incompatible modes of understanding. Harris defines faith
as a commitment to belief without sufficient evidence, contrasting it with
scientific inquiry, which demands skepticism and empirical validation.



He critiques religious faith for promoting epistemic closure—the tendency to
reject contrary evidence to preserve preexisting beliefs. According to
Harris, this intellectual rigidity hinders progress and perpetuates
ignorance. By advocating for a worldview grounded in reason and science,
Harris calls for a paradigm shift that prioritizes knowledge derived from
observation and logic over mystical or revealed truths.

Secular Morality and Ethical Frameworks

Harris also addresses the question of morality in a post-faith society. A
common critique of atheistic perspectives is the assumption that morality is
inherently tied to religion. In response, Harris proposes that ethical
behavior can and should be based on rational considerations about human well-
being and suffering.

In *The End of Faith*, he suggests that moral questions are ultimately
scientific questions—about how conscious creatures flourish or suffer. This
naturalistic approach to ethics challenges traditional religious moral codes,
urging a reevaluation of values independent of doctrine.

Criticism and Controversies Surrounding The End
of Faith

While *The End of Faith* has been praised for its clarity and boldness, it
has also attracted significant criticism. Some reviewers argue that Harris’s
sweeping generalizations about religion lack nuance, potentially alienating
moderate believers who reject extremism. Others caution that his critique
sometimes veers into cultural insensitivity, especially regarding Islam,
which has sparked debates about Islamophobia and the role of secular
critique.

Critics have also questioned whether Harris’s vision of rationality is
entirely free from bias. The assumption that secularism and science
automatically lead to moral and political progress is contested by scholars
who point to instances where secular ideologies have also resulted in
dogmatism or human rights violations.

Balancing Rational Critique with Cultural
Sensitivity

One of the ongoing challenges in evaluating *The End of Faith* is reconciling
its call for reasoned critique with the complex realities of religious
identity. Faith is intertwined with culture, tradition, and personal meaning
for millions worldwide. Critics argue that Harris’s approach risks



oversimplifying these dynamics, potentially undermining constructive
dialogue.

This tension highlights the broader difficulty in addressing religion’s role
in society: how to confront harmful ideologies without dismissing the
positive aspects of faith communities.

Legacy and Relevance in Contemporary Discourse

Nearly two decades after its publication, *The End of Faith* remains a
reference point in debates around religion, secularism, and rationality. Its
influence is evident in academic circles, public policy discussions, and
popular media.

The book’s prescient concerns about extremism and the clash between faith and
reason continue to resonate amid global challenges such as religious
fundamentalism, political polarization, and the rise of misinformation.
Additionally, Harris’s emphasis on neuroscience and psychology has paved the
way for interdisciplinary approaches to understanding belief systems.

For readers interested in exploring the relationship between religion and
modernity, *The End of Faith* offers a compelling, though sometimes
controversial, starting point. Its arguments encourage critical examination
of how deeply ingrained beliefs shape individual and collective behavior,
challenging society to reconsider the role of faith in the 21st century.

---

In sum, *The End of Faith* by Sam Harris stands as a landmark text that
confronts the complex interplay between religion, reason, and morality. While
it invites debate and dissent, its contribution to fostering a more rational
and secular discourse is undeniable, prompting ongoing reflection on the
future of faith in an increasingly interconnected world.

The End Of Faith Sam Harris
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behavior and sometimes heinous crimes.
  the end of faith sam harris: Summary: The End of Faith BusinessNews Publishing,,
2017-01-30 The must-read summary of Sam Harris’s book: “The End of Faith: Religion, Terror, and
the Future of Reason”. This complete summary of “The End of Faith: Religion, Terror, and the
Future of Reason” by Sam Harris, a prominent American philosopher and writer, presents his
examination of the dangers of faith and organized religion in society. In his book, the author states
that he believes these to be the root causes of the worst human atrocities committed throughout
history and how they conflict with reason in today’s world. Through his vivid historical examples,
Sam Harris encourages us to forget religion and take a more humanistic approach to solving
problems. Added-value of this summary: • Save time • Understand the skepticism surrounding
organized religion in society • Expand your knowledge of American politics and religion To learn
more, read “The End of Faith, Religion, Terror and the Future of Reason” to join Sam Harris as he
questions the place of faith and religion in society and the terrible consequences they can bring.
  the end of faith sam harris: Sam Harris and the End of Faith: A Critique Anab
Whitehouse, 2018-11-06 This work is a critical exploration of a book by Sam Harris entitled 'The End
of Faith: Religion, Terror and the Future of Reason'. While the book by Mr. Harris puts forth
arguments that attempt to paint all spirituality and religion with broad strokes of derision,
castigation, and rejection, Mr. Harris also reserves a great deal of space within his book for casting
aspersions on Islam and Muslims. The present critical review examines the many errors,
misunderstandings, and problems contained in the aforementioned work of Mr. Harris. This book --
minus corrections, new formatting, and name changes -- was previously published as: 'Sam Harris
and the End of Faith: A Muslim's Critical Response'.
  the end of faith sam harris: The End of Faith Sam Harris, 2006 Harris offers a vivid historical
tour of mankind's willingness to suspend reason in favor of religious beliefs, even when those beliefs
are used to justify harmful behavior and sometimes heinous crimes.
  the end of faith sam harris: Sam Harris and the End of Faith Bill Whitehouse, 2009-01-26 This
work is a critical exploration of a book by Sam Harris entitled 'The End of Faith: Religion, Terror and
the Future of Reason'. While the book by Mr. Harris puts forth arguments that attempt to paint all
spirituality and religion with broad strokes of derision, castigation, and rejection, Mr. Harris also
reserves a great deal of space within his book for casting aspersions on Islam and Muslims. The
present critical review of Mr. Harris' work examines the many errors, misunderstandings, and
problems contained in 'The End of Faith'.
  the end of faith sam harris: Summary of Sam Harris's The End of Faith Everest Media,,
2022-05-02T22:59:00Z Please note: This is a companion version & not the original book. Sample
Book Insights: #1 A belief is a lever that, once pulled, moves almost everything else in a person’s
life. Your beliefs define your vision of the world, your behavior, and your emotional responses to
other people. #2 The problem is that many of our most cherished beliefs about the world are leading
us to kill one another. We cannot tolerate the possibility that certain ideas might lead to eternal
happiness, because that would be intolerant of other faiths. #3 We have been slow to recognize the
positive effects of religious faith. Many of us still believe that faith is an essential component of
human life, and that there are good things that people get from religious faith that cannot be had
elsewhere. #4 Many religious moderates have taken the high road of pluralism, asserting the equal
validity of all faiths, but they forget that each faith’s beliefs are inherently irredeemably sectarian.
  the end of faith sam harris: Summary: The End of Faith BusinessNews Publishing,
2017-01-30 The must-read summary of Sam Harris’s book: “The End of Faith: Religion, Terror, and
the Future of Reason”. This complete summary of “The End of Faith: Religion, Terror, and the
Future of Reason” by Sam Harris, a prominent American philosopher and writer, presents his
examination of the dangers of faith and organized religion in society. In his book, the author states
that he believes these to be the root causes of the worst human atrocities committed throughout
history and how they conflict with reason in today’s world. Through his vivid historical examples,
Sam Harris encourages us to forget religion and take a more humanistic approach to solving



problems. Added-value of this summary: • Save time • Understand the skepticism surrounding
organized religion in society • Expand your knowledge of American politics and religion To learn
more, read “The End of Faith, Religion, Terror and the Future of Reason” to join Sam Harris as he
questions the place of faith and religion in society and the terrible consequences they can bring.
  the end of faith sam harris: Summary: The End of Faith Businessnews Publishing,
2017-01-30
  the end of faith sam harris: Letter to a Christian Nation Sam Harris, 2007 A hard-hitting
polemic against religious fundamentalism - Foreword by Richard Dawkins ' Thousands of people
have written to tell me that I am wrong not to believe in God. The most hostile of these
communications have come from Christians. This is ironic, as Christians generally imagine that no
faith imparts the virtues of love and forgiveness more effectively than their own. The truth is that
many who claim to be transformed by Christ's love are deeply, even murderously, intolerant of
criticism. While we may want to ascribe this to human nature, it is clear that such hatred draws
considerable support from the Bible. How do I know this? The most disturbed of my correspondents
always cite chapter and verse.' So begins Letter to a Christian Nation, Sam Harris's hard-hitting
rebuttal of religious fundamentalism and blind belief . With deceptively simple arguments, he
demolishes the myths on which Christianity was built, challenges believers to open their eyes to the
contradictions of their faith and warns us of the dangers of America's ever increasing unification of
Church and State. Sam Harris is the author of the New York Times bestseller The End of Faith-
Religion, Terror, and the Future of Reason and winner of the 2005 PEN/Martha Albrand Award for
First Non-fiction. He is a graduate in philosophy from Stanford University and is now completing a
doctorate in neuroscience. He lives in New York.
  the end of faith sam harris: Religion and the New Atheism Amarnath Amarasingam, 2010
The term new atheism has been given to the recent barrage of bestselling books written by Richard
Dawkins, Sam Harris, Daniel Dennett, Christopher Hitchens, and others. These books and their
authors have had a significant media presence and have only grown in popularity over the years.
This book brings together scholars from religious studies, science, sociology of science, philosophy,
and theology to engage the new atheism and place it in the context of broader scholarly discourses.
This volume will serve to contextualize and critically examine the claims, arguments and goals of the
new atheism so that readers can become more informed of some of the debates with which the new
atheists inevitably and, at times unknowingly, engage. This collection will prove to be most valuable
to readers who wish to understand the implications and phenomenal success of the new atheism
from a multidisciplinary perspective. The editor is to be congratulted for assembling such an
impressive list of contributions.---John F. Haught, Senior Fellow, Science & Religion, Woodstock
Theological Center, George-town University The new atheism, a species of secular fundamentalism,
has excited a great deal of comment and controversy in recent years. Religion and the New Atheism
raises the discourse to a new level.---Randall Balmer, Episcopal Priest and author of The Making of
Evangelicalism Amarasingam's collection of original essays dealing with various aspects of the
recent work of new atheists is a most engaging read. The chapters included offer a wide array of
perspectives, touching on numerous aspects and angles of New Atheism and its relationship to
contemporary religion. While I most definitely did not agree with all of the contributions in the
volume, and while I am generally more supportive of the new atheists than I am of their detractors, I
found this volume over-all to be a compelling, engrossing, and provocative contribution.---Phil
Zuckerman, Associate Professor of Sociology, Pitzer College, Author of Society Without God
  the end of faith sam harris: I Fail At Life Scott Barry, 2019-08-19 This is an assortment
collection of binary copy bollocks, raster scans of stuff, anti zionism, anti government, anti
psychiatry, anti MSM type material. Screw the PC world and culture plus this society. Includes Kyle
Odom Manifesto, Cestui Que Vie Act, Patriot Act, Urine Therapy, Real ID 2020, Act of 1871, Federal
Reserve Crap, Missouri State Watchlist Crap, KST WLFile type crap...
  the end of faith sam harris: The World's Religions Arvind Sharma, 2010-10-01 This
wide-ranging reader combines some of the best and most valuable contemporary perspectives from



leading and significant writers, teachers, and thinkers who together address critical challenges and
opportunities for the world's religions in a post 9/11 world. Edited by Arvind Sharma and organized
by topic, the essays in this reader consider broad questions such as, What influence does religion
have on contemporary life? The thematic arrangement of topics includes diverse religious
perspectives on: war, terror, peace, human rights, pluralism, diversity, gender, spirituality, the
interreligious dialogue, international diplomacy and globalization.
  the end of faith sam harris: In Good Faith Scott A. Shay, 2018-09-04 Prominent atheists claim
the Bible is a racist text. Yet Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. read it daily. Then again, so did many ardent
segregationists. Some atheists claim religion serves to oppress the masses. Yet the classic text of the
French Revolution, What is the Third Estate?, was written by a priest. On the other hand, the
revolutionaries ended up banning religion. What do we make of religion’s confusing role in history?
And what of religion’s relationship to science? Some scientists claim that we have no free will.
Others argue that advances in neurobiology and physics disprove determinism. As for whispering to
the universe, an absurd habit say the skeptics. Yet prayer is a transformative practice for millions.
This book explores the most common atheist critiques of the Bible and religion, incorporating
Jewish, Christian, and Muslim voices. The result is a fresh, modern re-evaluation of religion and of
atheism. Scott A. Shay is a Co-Founder and Chairman of Signature Bank and a longstanding Jewish
community activist. Shay started a Hebrew school, an adult educational program, and chaired
several Jewish educational programs. He is the author of Getting our Groove Back: How to Energize
American Jewry and has been thinking about religion, reason, and modernity since wondering why
his parents sent him to Hebrew school.
  the end of faith sam harris: Atoms and Eden Steve Paulson, 2010-11-01 Here is an
unprecedented collection of twenty freewheeling and revealing interviews with major players in the
ongoing--and increasingly heated--debate about the relationship between religion and science. These
lively conversations cover the most important and interesting topics imaginable: the Big Bang, the
origins of life, the nature of consciousness, the foundations of religion, the meaning of God, and
much more. In Atoms and Eden, Peabody Award-winning journalist Steve Paulson explores these
topics with some of the most prominent public intellectuals of our time, including Richard Dawkins,
Karen Armstrong, E. O. Wilson, Sam Harris, Elaine Pagels, Francis Collins, Daniel Dennett, Jane
Goodall, Paul Davies, and Steven Weinberg. The interviewees include Christians, Buddhists, Jews,
and Muslims, as well as agnostics, atheists, and other scholars who hold perspectives that are hard
to categorize. Paulson's interviews sweep across a broad range of scientific disciplines--evolutionary
biology, quantum physics, cosmology, and neuroscience--and also explore key issues in theology,
religious history, and what William James called ''the varieties of religious experience.'' Collectively,
these engaging dialogues cover the major issues that have often pitted science against religion--from
the origins of the universe to debates about God, Darwin, the nature of reality, and the limits of
human reason. These are complex, intellectually rich discussions, presented in an accessible and
engaging manner. Most of these interviews were originally published as individual cover stories for
Salon.com, where they generated a huge reader response. Public Radio's To the Best of Our
Knowledge will present a major companion series on related topics this fall. A feast of ideas and
competing perspectives, this volume will appeal to scientists, spiritual seekers, and the intellectually
curious.
  the end of faith sam harris: An Introduction to Hegel's Lectures on the Philosophy of
Religion Jon Stewart, 2022 This work gives a basic introduction to Hegel's religious thinking by
seeing it against the backdrop of the main religious trends in his own day that he responded to.
  the end of faith sam harris: The Age of Evangelicalism Steven Patrick Miller, 2014 At the start
of the twenty-first century, America was awash in a sea of evangelical talk. The Purpose Driven Life.
Joel Osteen. The Left Behind novels. George W. Bush. Evangelicalism had become so powerful and
pervasive that political scientist Alan Wolfe wrote of -a sense in which we are all evangelicals now.-
Steven P. Miller offers a dramatically different perspective: the Bush years, he argues, did not mark
the pinnacle of evangelical influence, but rather the beginning of its decline. The Age of



Evangelicalism chronicles the place and meaning of evangelical Christianity in America since 1970,
a period Miller defines as America's -born-again years.- This was a time of evangelical scares,
born-again spectacles, and battles over faith in the public square. From the Jesus chic of the 1970s
to the satanism panic of the 1980s, the culture wars of the 1990s, and the faith-based vogue of the
early 2000s, evangelicalism expanded beyond churches and entered the mainstream in ways both
subtly and obviously influential. Born-again Christianity permeated nearly every area of American
life. It was broad enough to encompass Hal Lindsey's doomsday prophecies and Marabel Morgan's
sex advice, Jerry Falwell and Jimmy Carter. It made an unlikely convert of Bob Dylan and an unlikely
president of a divorced Hollywood actor. As Miller shows, evangelicalism influenced not only its
devotees but its many detractors: religious conservatives, secular liberals, and just about everyone
in between. The Age of Evangelicalism contained multitudes: it was the age of Christian hippies and
the -silent majority, - of Footloose and The Passion of the Christ, of Tammy Faye Bakker the
disgraced televangelist and Tammy Faye Messner the gay icon. Barack Obama was as much a part
of it as Billy Graham. The Age of Evangelicalism tells the captivating story of how born-again
Christianity shaped the cultural and political climate in which millions Americans came to terms with
their times.
  the end of faith sam harris: The New Atheist Novel Arthur Bradley, 2010-04-15 The first
major examination of the New Atheism as a literary phenomenon.
  the end of faith sam harris: Waking Up Sam Harris, 2015-01-29 For the millions of people
who want spirituality without religion, Sam Harrisâe(tm)s new book is a guide to meditation as a
rational spiritual practice informed by neuroscience and psychology. From bestselling author,
neuroscientist, and âeoenew atheistâe Sam Harris, Waking Up is for the increasingly large numbers
of people who follow no religion, but who suspect that Jesus, Buddha, Lao Tzu, Rumi, and the other
saints and sages of history could not have all been epileptics, schizophrenics, or frauds. Throughout
the book, Harris argues that there are important truths to be found in the experiences of such
contemplativesâeand, therefore, that there is more to understanding reality than science and secular
culture generally allow. Waking Up is part seekerâe(tm)s memoir and part exploration of the
scientific underpinnings of spirituality. No other book marries contemplative wisdom and modern
science in this way, and no author other than Sam Harrisâea scientist, philosopher, and famous
scepticâecould write it.
  the end of faith sam harris: Brands of Faith Mara Einstein, 2007-09-14 Through a series of
fascinating case studies of faith brands, marketing insider Mara Einstein has produced a lively
account of the book in the commercialization of religion.
  the end of faith sam harris: The Case Against Moral Atheism Ken Wheeler, 2014-09-26
What if you decided, today, that God did not exist? Would that change your morality? Would you still
turn in an honest tax return? Why? If you are a single mother having a difficult time making ends
meet, would you steal from the cash drawer at work to buy food for your baby? Why not? If an adult
decided to prey on young children, why would that be morally different than a crocodile feasting on
a baby monkey at the watering hole in the jungle? Why has the law of the jungle changed just
because the jungle is now Wall Street and the Internet? If humanity evolved from primordial slime
pools, who gets to declare that the pedophile is a criminal and the croc is just functioning according
to his evolved DNA? Why should a person adopt moral values if he believes a Creator God does not
exist? Does the Chaos Theory provide an answer to that question or is it just an attempt by the
Atheist to fill in the blank with anything but God while avoiding the obvious and logical challenges
produced by the concept of a Godless morality? The Case Against Moral Atheism challenges anyone
who does not believe in a moral law-giver above mankind to consider why they should live moral
lives if this life is all there is.
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