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CISSP Exam Passing Score: What You Need to Know to Succeed

cissp exam passing score is one of the most frequently asked questions among
cybersecurity professionals preparing for this prestigious certification. The
Certified Information Systems Security Professional (CISSP) credential,
offered by (ISC)², is widely recognized as a benchmark for expertise in
information security. Understanding the passing score and how the exam is
structured can significantly influence your preparation strategy and boost
your confidence on exam day.

Understanding the CISSP Exam Passing Score

When it comes to the CISSP exam passing score, many candidates wonder how the
scoring system works and what exactly they need to achieve to pass. Unlike
some exams that rely on a simple percentage threshold, the CISSP exam uses a
scaled scoring system. The minimum passing score is set at 700 out of 1000
points. This means that to pass, you must earn at least 700 points based on
your performance across the various domains covered in the exam.

Why a Scaled Score?

The CISSP exam is designed to ensure fairness and consistency, regardless of
which set of questions a candidate receives. Because the exam uses a pool of
questions that can vary in difficulty, a scaled scoring system adjusts your
raw score to account for this variability. This approach ensures that passing
standards are equivalent for everyone, whether you get more challenging
questions or not.

Breaking Down the CISSP Exam Structure

To truly grasp what the passing score means, it's essential to understand the
exam’s format. The CISSP exam tests candidates across eight domains of the
(ISC)² CISSP Common Body of Knowledge (CBK):

Security and Risk Management

Asset Security

Security Architecture and Engineering



Communication and Network Security

Identity and Access Management (IAM)

Security Assessment and Testing

Security Operations

Software Development Security

The exam comprises 100 to 150 multiple-choice and advanced innovative
questions, administered over three hours. Each question contributes to your
overall scaled score. Therefore, performing consistently well across all
domains is crucial for hitting that 700-point threshold.

Adaptive Testing Format

Since late 2021, the CISSP exam adopted a Computerized Adaptive Testing (CAT)
format. This means the exam dynamically adjusts question difficulty based on
your responses. If you answer a question correctly, the next question may be
harder; if you answer incorrectly, the next question may be easier. This
format is designed to more accurately measure your ability level.
Importantly, the passing score of 700 remains the same under this adaptive
system.

Tips for Achieving the CISSP Exam Passing Score

Knowing the passing score is only part of the equation. How you prepare to
reach that score makes all the difference. Here are some practical tips to
help you meet or exceed the CISSP exam passing score:

1. Master the Eight Domains

Each domain contributes to your overall score, so a balanced study approach
is essential. Don't just focus on your strengths; allocate time to study
weaker areas to ensure you don’t lose valuable points.

2. Use Quality Study Materials

Invest in official (ISC)² study guides, reputable CISSP training courses, and
practice exams. Practice tests are especially helpful because they simulate



the actual exam environment and help you get comfortable with question types
and timing.

3. Focus on Conceptual Understanding

The CISSP exam isn’t just about memorizing facts; it tests your ability to
apply security concepts in real-world scenarios. Aim to understand the
principles behind each topic rather than just rote learning.

4. Time Management During the Exam

With 100-150 questions in three hours, pacing yourself is vital. Avoid
spending too much time on any single question. If unsure, make your best
guess and move on—there's no penalty for wrong answers.

Common Misconceptions About the CISSP Exam
Passing Score

There are several myths floating around regarding the CISSP passing score
that can cause unnecessary anxiety for candidates.

Myth 1: You Need 70% to Pass

Many assume the CISSP passing score is 70%, but this isn’t entirely accurate.
The exam uses a scaled scoring system rather than a simple percentage of
questions answered correctly. While 700 out of 1000 roughly translates to
around 70%, the adaptive nature of the test and question weighting means the
exact percentage can vary.

Myth 2: You Can Pass by Excelling in Only a Few
Domains

Because the exam covers eight domains, doing well in just a handful won’t
compensate for poor performance in others. The scoring system rewards
balanced knowledge across all areas.



How to Interpret Your CISSP Exam Results

After completing the exam, you’ll receive a pass or fail notification
immediately due to the CAT format. If you pass, you’ll also get a breakdown
of your performance across the eight domains, which is helpful for
identifying strengths and weaknesses.

If you don’t pass, the score report will indicate how close you were to the
700-point passing score. This insight allows you to tailor your study efforts
before retaking the exam. Remember, candidates can retake the exam up to
three times within a year.

Additional Factors That Influence Passing the
CISSP Exam

Beyond understanding the passing score and exam structure, several factors
affect your success:

Experience: The CISSP requires at least five years of cumulative work
experience in two or more of the eight domains. This real-world
experience helps immensely in understanding exam concepts.

Exam Readiness: Taking multiple practice exams and timed quizzes can
boost your readiness and reduce test anxiety.

Exam Day Preparation: Good rest, a healthy meal, and arriving early at
the testing center contribute to peak performance.

Final Thoughts on Navigating the CISSP Exam
Passing Score

Understanding the CISSP exam passing score is foundational for anyone
embarking on the journey toward certification. The threshold of 700 out of
1000 points might seem daunting, but with a strategic approach to studying,
consistent practice, and a solid grasp of all eight domains, success is
within reach. Embracing the adaptive testing format and focusing on
conceptual knowledge rather than memorization will serve you well.

Ultimately, the CISSP exam is not just a test of facts—it’s an assessment of
your ability to think critically about cybersecurity principles and apply
them effectively. Keep this mindset as you prepare, and the passing score
will become a milestone in your professional growth rather than just a number



on a results page.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the passing score for the CISSP exam?
The passing score for the CISSP exam is 700 out of 1000 points, which means
candidates need to achieve at least 70% to pass.

Is the CISSP exam scored on a percentage basis?
No, the CISSP exam is scored on a scaled score ranging from 0 to 1000, with
700 being the minimum passing score.

How many questions are on the CISSP exam that affect
the passing score?
The CISSP exam typically consists of 100 to 150 questions that count towards
the passing score; of these, 100 are operational and the rest are pretest
questions.

Does the CISSP exam use adaptive testing to
determine the passing score?
No, the CISSP exam is not computer adaptive; it uses a fixed-form exam with a
scaled scoring method to determine the passing score.

Can the passing score for the CISSP exam change over
time?
Yes, (ISC)² may adjust the passing score based on exam difficulty and
statistical analysis, but the current standard passing score remains 700 out
of 1000.

What happens if I score below the passing score on
the CISSP exam?
If you score below 700, your exam results will indicate that you did not
pass, and you will need to retake the exam after a waiting period.

Are all CISSP domains weighted equally in
determining the passing score?
Yes, all eight CISSP domains are weighted to contribute towards the overall
scaled score, which collectively determines if you meet the passing score.



Additional Resources
CISSP Exam Passing Score: Understanding the Benchmark for Success

cissp exam passing score is a critical piece of information for professionals
aiming to achieve certification in the field of information security. The
Certified Information Systems Security Professional (CISSP) credential,
governed by (ISC)², is widely recognized as a benchmark for cybersecurity
expertise. However, the nuances surrounding the passing score often raise
questions among candidates regarding exam difficulty, scoring methodologies,
and the implications of the threshold set for passing. This article delves
deep into the intricacies of the CISSP exam passing score, providing an
insightful overview for aspirants and industry observers alike.

Decoding the CISSP Exam Passing Score

Unlike many standardized tests that employ a straightforward percentage-based
passing grade, the CISSP exam uses a scaled scoring system. The exam consists
of 100 to 150 multiple-choice and advanced innovative questions, administered
over a three-hour window. The scaled score ranges from 0 to 1000 points, and
to pass, candidates must achieve a minimum scaled score of 700.

This scoring framework means that the passing threshold is effectively 70% on
the scaled scale, but this does not equate to answering exactly 70% of the
questions correctly. The exam’s adaptive nature, coupled with the weighting
of questions based on difficulty, means raw scores are converted into scaled
scores to ensure fairness and consistency across different exam versions.

What Is the Scaled Score and Why Use It?

The scaled score is a method designed to standardize results across multiple
exam forms, which may differ slightly in difficulty. By calibrating raw
scores into a scale from 0 to 1000, (ISC)² ensures that passing criteria
remain equitable regardless of the specific question set a candidate
receives.

This approach benefits test-takers by mitigating the impact of variances in
question difficulty. For example, a particularly challenging exam version
won’t unfairly penalize candidates since their raw score would be adjusted on
the scale accordingly. Conversely, an easier exam version would require a
proportionally higher raw score to meet the same scaled passing threshold.

Factors Influencing CISSP Exam Passing Scores

Several elements influence the CISSP exam passing score beyond the raw number



of correct answers:

1. Question Difficulty and Weighting

Each question on the CISSP exam is assigned a difficulty rating, and
questions carry different weights. More complex questions may have a higher
value in the scoring algorithm, influencing the overall scaled score more
than simpler questions. This means accuracy in difficult domains can
significantly impact the final score.

2. Exam Version Variability

The CISSP exam is regularly updated to reflect changes in the cybersecurity
landscape and best practices. New versions may introduce questions that test
emerging knowledge areas, affecting the overall difficulty profile. The
scaled scoring system adjusts for these changes, maintaining a consistent
passing standard over time.

3. Candidate Preparedness and Domain Coverage

The CISSP exam covers eight domains within the (ISC)² Common Body of
Knowledge (CBK):

Security and Risk Management

Asset Security

Security Architecture and Engineering

Communication and Network Security

Identity and Access Management (IAM)

Security Assessment and Testing

Security Operations

Software Development Security

Performance across these domains influences the overall score. While there is
no requirement to pass each domain individually, a balanced understanding
helps maximize the candidate’s total score and likelihood of surpassing the
passing threshold.



Comparing CISSP Passing Scores with Other
Certifications

Understanding the CISSP exam passing score in context helps evaluate its
relative difficulty and the rigor of (ISC)²’s certification process. For
instance, the Certified Information Security Manager (CISM) exam by ISACA
requires a scaled passing score of 450 on a 200-800 scale, roughly equivalent
to 62.5%. The Certified Ethical Hacker (CEH) exam, offered by EC-Council,
typically requires a passing score around 70%, but this varies by version and
number of questions.

The CISSP’s 700 out of 1000 passing score translates to a 70% benchmark on
the scaled scale, placing it on the higher end of the spectrum compared to
other cybersecurity certifications. This reflects the comprehensive and
advanced nature of the CISSP credential, which demands both breadth and depth
of knowledge.

The Impact of Passing Score on Candidate Strategies

Knowing the passing score’s nature influences how candidates approach exam
preparation. Since the CISSP exam employs weighted questions and scaled
scoring, focusing solely on memorizing answers is insufficient. Instead,
candidates should aim for a well-rounded mastery of all eight domains, with
particular attention to complex topics that carry more weight.

Additionally, understanding that the exam adapts in difficulty underscores
the importance of consistent performance throughout the test. Candidates
cannot rely on guessing or skipping difficult questions, as these could
disproportionately affect their scaled score.

The Pros and Cons of the CISSP Exam Scoring
System

Analyzing the CISSP exam passing score system reveals several advantages and
disadvantages relevant to both test takers and certifying bodies.

Pros

Fairness Across Exam Versions: The scaled scoring ensures that
candidates are evaluated equitably, regardless of which exam form they
receive.



Alignment with Industry Standards: The high passing threshold reflects
the advanced expertise expected of CISSP holders, maintaining the
certification’s prestige.

Encourages Comprehensive Knowledge: Since all domains collectively
influence the score, candidates are motivated to develop a holistic
understanding of cybersecurity.

Cons

Lack of Transparency: Because the exact weighting and scoring algorithms
are proprietary, candidates may find it difficult to gauge their
standing during preparation.

Potential Anxiety Due to Uncertainty: Not knowing how each question
impacts the final scaled score can increase exam stress.

Challenges in Targeted Study: Without domain-wise pass/fail breakdown,
candidates might struggle to identify weaknesses precisely.

Recent Trends and Updates in CISSP Exam Scoring

(ISC)² periodically reviews and updates the CISSP exam content and scoring
methodology to reflect evolving cybersecurity challenges. Recent updates
emphasize cloud security, privacy, and emerging technologies, which may
impact exam difficulty and, consequently, scaled scoring.

Moreover, the introduction of Computerized Adaptive Testing (CAT) for CISSP
in some regions has transformed the exam experience. CAT dynamically selects
questions based on candidate responses, further underscoring the importance
of the scaled scoring system in maintaining fairness and consistency.

Preparing with the Passing Score in Mind

Aspiring CISSP professionals should integrate knowledge of the passing score
into their study plans:

Focus on High-Weight Domains: Prioritize understanding complex topics1.
that likely carry more weight in scoring.



Practice Adaptive Testing: Engage in mock exams that simulate CAT to2.
build endurance and strategic question handling.

Track Performance Holistically: Rather than obsessing over individual3.
scores, aim for consistent improvement across all domains.

This strategic approach aligns preparation efforts with the scoring
realities, increasing chances of surpassing the 700-point threshold.

The CISSP exam passing score remains a pivotal benchmark for cybersecurity
professionals seeking recognition. By comprehending the scaled scoring system
and its implications, candidates can better navigate the challenges of the
exam, ultimately positioning themselves for success in this demanding
certification process.
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environment, and much more. Reinforce what you've learned with key topic Study Essentials and
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Software Development Security
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aligned to cover all of the material included in the newest version of the exam's Common Body of
Knowledge. The ten domains are covered completely and as concisely as possible with an eye to
acing the exam. Each of the ten domains has its own chapter that includes specially designed
pedagogy to aid the test-taker in passing the exam, including: Clearly stated exam objectives;
Unique terms/Definitions; Exam Warnings; Learning by Example; Hands-On Exercises; Chapter
ending questions. Furthermore, special features include: Two practice exams; Tiered chapter ending
questions that allow for a gradual learning curve; and a self-test appendix - Provides the most
complete and effective study guide to prepare you for passing the CISSP exam—contains only what
you need to pass the test, with no fluff! - Eric Conrad has prepared hundreds of professionals for
passing the CISSP exam through SANS, a popular and well-known organization for information
security professionals - Covers all of the new information in the Common Body of Knowledge
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find two complete practice exams that simulate the real CISSP exam, along with answers. By the end
of this book, you'll be ready to take and pass the (ISC)2 CISSP exam and achieve the Certified
Information Systems Security Professional certification putting you in the position to build a career
as a security engineer, security manager, or chief information security officer (CISO) What you will
learnUnderstand key principles of security, risk management, and asset securityBecome well-versed
with topics focused on the security architecture and engineering domainTest your knowledge of IAM
and communication using practice questionsStudy the concepts of security assessment, testing, and
operationsFind out which security controls are applied in software development securityFind out
how you can advance your career by acquiring this gold-standard certificationWho this book is for
This book is for existing and aspiring security professionals, security engineers, security managers,
and security experts who want to validate their skills and enhance their careers by passing the
CISSP 2021 exam. Prior experience working in at least two of the CISSP security domains will be
beneficial.
  cissp exam passing score: Cyber Security and Privacy Control Robert R. Moeller,
2011-04-12 This section discusses IT audit cybersecurity and privacy control activities from two
focus areas. First is focus on some of the many cybersecurity and privacy concerns that auditors
should consider in their reviews of IT-based systems and processes. Second focus area includes IT



Audit internal procedures. IT audit functions sometimes fail to implement appropriate security and
privacy protection controls over their own IT audit processes, such as audit evidence materials, IT
audit workpapers, auditor laptop computer resources, and many others. Although every audit
department is different, this section suggests best practices for an IT audit function and concludes
with a discussion on the payment card industry data security standard data security standards
(PCI-DSS), a guideline that has been developed by major credit card companies to help enterprises
that process card payments prevent credit card fraud and to provide some protection from various
credit security vulnerabilities and threats. IT auditors should understand the high-level key elements
of this standard and incorporate it in their review where appropriate.
  cissp exam passing score: How to Start Your Own Cybersecurity Consulting Business
Ravi Das, 2022-08-04 The burnout rate of a Chief Information Security Officer (CISO) is pegged at
about 16 months. In other words, that is what the average tenure of a CISO is at a business. At the
end of their stay, many CISOs look for totally different avenues of work, or they try something else –
namely starting their own Cybersecurity Consulting business. Although a CISO might have the skill
and knowledge set to go it alone, it takes careful planning to launch a successful Cyber Consulting
business. This ranges all the way from developing a business plan to choosing the specific area in
Cybersecurity that they want to serve. How to Start Your Own Cybersecurity Consulting Business:
First-Hand Lessons from a Burned-Out Ex-CISO is written by an author who has real-world
experience in launching a Cyber Consulting company. It is all-encompassing, with coverage
spanning from selecting which legal formation is most suitable to which segment of the
Cybersecurity industry should be targeted. The book is geared specifically towards the CISO that is
on the verge of a total burnout or career change. It explains how CISOs can market their experience
and services to win and retain key customers. It includes a chapter on how certification can give a
Cybersecurity consultant a competitive edge and covers the five top certifications in information
security: CISSP, CompTIA Security+, CompTIA CySA+, CSSP, and CISM. The book’s author has
been in the IT world for more than 20 years and has worked for numerous companies in corporate
America. He has experienced CISO burnout. He has also started two successful Cybersecurity
companies. This book offers his own unique perspective based on his hard-earned lessons learned
and shows how to apply them in creating a successful venture. It also covers the pitfalls of starting a
consultancy, how to avoid them, and how to bounce back from any that prove unavoidable. This is
the book for burned-out former CISOs to rejuvenate themselves and their careers by launching their
own consultancies.
  cissp exam passing score: CISSP Practice Questions Exam Cram 2 Michael Gregg, 2004-10-21
A new edition of this title is available, ISBN-10: 0789738074 ISBN-13: 9780789738073 The CISSP
certification exam is one of the most difficult exams to pass because of the expansive knowledge
base it covers. You'll need to be well prepared for the exam and CISSP Practice Questions Exam
Cram 2 is one of the best preparation tools available. With more than 500 practice questions, the
detailed explanations of correct and incorrect answers included in CISSP Practice Questions Exam
Cram 2 will ensure that you have a full understanding of the information covered in the exam. Our
innovative Quick Check Answer KeyTM also allows you to quickly find answers as you work your way
through the questions. CISSP Practice Questions Exam Cram 2 is a highly-effective, complementary
resource to your exam preparation and studying.
  cissp exam passing score: CISSP (ISC)2 Certified Information Systems Security
Professional Official Study Guide James Michael Stewart, Mike Chapple, Darril Gibson,
2015-09-15 Covers 100% of the 2015 CISSP exam candidate information bulletin (CIB) objectives ...
including, assessment tests that check exam readiness, objective amap, real-world scenarios,
hands-on exercises, key topi exam essentials, and challenging chapter review questions ... security
and risk management, asset security, security engineering, communication and network security,
identity and access management, security assessment and testing, security operations, software
development security--Back cover.
  cissp exam passing score: CISSP Study Guide Joshua Feldman, Seth Misenar, Eric Conrad,



2010-09-16 CISSP Study Guide serves as a review for those who want to take the Certified
Information Systems Security Professional (CISSP) exam and obtain CISSP certification. The exam is
designed to ensure that someone who is handling computer security in a company has a
standardized body of knowledge. The book is composed of 10 domains of the Common Body of
Knowledge. In each section, it defines each domain. It also provides tips on how to prepare for the
exam and take the exam. It also contains CISSP practice quizzes to test ones knowledge. The first
domain provides information about risk analysis and mitigation. It also discusses security
governance. The second domain discusses different techniques for access control, which is the basis
for all the security disciplines. The third domain explains the concepts behind cryptography, which is
a secure way of communicating that is understood only by certain recipients. Domain 5 discusses
security system design, which is fundamental for operating the system and software security
components. Domain 6 is a critical domain in the Common Body of Knowledge, the Business
Continuity Planning, and Disaster Recovery Planning. It is the final control against extreme events
such as injury, loss of life, or failure of an organization. Domains 7, 8, and 9 discuss
telecommunications and network security, application development security, and the operations
domain, respectively. Domain 10 focuses on the major legal systems that provide a framework in
determining the laws about information system. - Clearly Stated Exam Objectives - Unique Terms /
Definitions - Exam Warnings - Helpful Notes - Learning By Example - Stepped Chapter Ending
Questions - Self Test Appendix - Detailed Glossary - Web Site
(http://booksite.syngress.com/companion/conrad) Contains Two Practice Exams and Ten
Podcasts-One for Each Domain
  cissp exam passing score: (ISC)2 CISSP Certified Information Systems Security Professional
Official Practice Tests Mike Chapple, David Seidl, 2018-05-22 NOTE: The CISSP objectives this book
covered were issued in 2018. For coverage of the most recent CISSP objectives effective in April
2021, please look for the latest edition of this guide: (ISC)2 CISSP Certified Information Systems
Security Professional Official Practice Tests, 3rd Edition (ISBN: 9781119787631). The (ISC)2 CISSP
Official Practice Tests is a major resource for CISSP candidates, providing 1300 unique practice
questions. The first part of the book provides 100 questions per domain. You also have access to four
unique 125-question practice exams to help you master the material. As the only official practice
tests endorsed by (ISC)2, this book gives you the advantage of full and complete preparation. These
practice tests align with the 2018 version of the exam to ensure up-to-date preparation, and are
designed to cover what you'll see on exam day. Coverage includes: Security and Risk Management,
Asset Security, Security Architecture and Engineering, Communication and Network Security,
Identity and Access Management (IAM), Security Assessment and Testing, Security Operations, and
Software Development Security. The CISSP credential signifies a body of knowledge and a set of
guaranteed skills that put you in demand in the marketplace. This book is your ticket to achieving
this prestigious certification, by helping you test what you know against what you need to know. Test
your knowledge of the 2018 exam domains Identify areas in need of further study Gauge your
progress throughout your exam preparation The CISSP exam is refreshed every few years to ensure
that candidates are up-to-date on the latest security topics and trends. Currently-aligned preparation
resources are critical, and periodic practice tests are one of the best ways to truly measure your
level of understanding.
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