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Articles of Confederation 1777 Worksheet Answer Key: A Comprehensive Guide

articles of confederation 1777 worksheet answer key is a phrase many students and
history enthusiasts search for when trying to understand the foundational period of the
United States. The Articles of Confederation, adopted in 1777, were the very first
constitution of the fledgling nation, establishing a framework for governance during a time
of revolution and uncertainty. If you’re working through a worksheet on this crucial
document, having a detailed answer key not only helps clarify your doubts but also
deepens your grasp of early American political history.

In this article, we’ll explore the significance of the Articles of Confederation, break down
common worksheet questions, and provide clear explanations to guide you through each
answer. Whether you’re a student, educator, or history buff, this resource aims to illuminate
the complexities and nuances surrounding the Articles and their role in shaping the United
States.

Understanding the Articles of Confederation

Before diving into worksheet answers, it’s important to have a solid foundational
understanding of what the Articles of Confederation were and why they mattered.

What Were the Articles of Confederation?

The Articles of Confederation, drafted in 1777 and ratified by the states in 1781, served as
the first constitution for the United States. They created a loose confederation of sovereign
states with a weak central government. The primary goal was to unite the thirteen colonies
against British rule while preserving state independence.

This document outlined the powers of Congress, established procedures for managing
western lands, and set rules for diplomacy and war. However, it purposely limited the
authority of the central government due to fears of tyranny reminiscent of British
monarchy.

Key Features of the Articles

- **One-house legislature (the Congress):** Each state had one vote regardless of size or
population.
- **No executive branch:** There was no president or national leader to enforce laws.
- **Limited powers:** Congress could declare war, make treaties, and manage relations
with Native Americans but could not levy taxes or regulate trade.



- **State sovereignty:** States retained most powers, including taxing their citizens and
enforcing laws.

Understanding these features helps in answering worksheet questions that test knowledge
of the government structure and its limitations.

Common Questions on the Articles of
Confederation 1777 Worksheet

Worksheets on the Articles typically focus on comprehension, analysis, and the impact of
the document. Let’s look at some frequently asked questions and their answer
explanations.

1. Why Were the Articles of Confederation Created?

**Answer:** The Articles were created to unite the thirteen colonies during the
Revolutionary War and establish a government that could coordinate the war effort and
manage relations with foreign nations. The colonies wanted a government strong enough to
fight the British but weak enough to protect individual state sovereignty.

**Explanation:** This question tests understanding of the historical context. The fear of
centralized power influenced the decision to create a decentralized government.

2. What Powers Did Congress Have Under the Articles?

**Answer:** Congress could make war and peace, send and receive ambassadors, enter
into treaties, borrow money, establish a postal system, and manage relations with Native
American tribes.

**Explanation:** Although Congress had important responsibilities, it lacked the ability to
tax or regulate commerce, which limited its effectiveness.

3. Why Was the Central Government Under the Articles
Considered Weak?

**Answer:** The central government could not impose taxes, regulate interstate or foreign
trade, or enforce its laws. It relied on voluntary contributions from states and had no
executive or judicial branches.

**Explanation:** This highlights the structural weaknesses that eventually led to the
drafting of the U.S. Constitution.



4. How Did the Articles Address the Issue of State
Sovereignty?

**Answer:** The Articles preserved state sovereignty by giving each state one vote in
Congress and allowing states to retain all powers not explicitly delegated to the national
government.

**Explanation:** This question connects to the balance between unity and independence
that defined early American governance.

5. What Were Some Achievements Under the Articles of
Confederation?

**Answer:** The Articles successfully guided the U.S. through the Revolutionary War,
negotiated the Treaty of Paris in 1783, and established procedures for admitting new states
and managing western lands through the Northwest Ordinance.

**Explanation:** Despite its weaknesses, the Articles had notable successes that set
precedents for future governance.

Tips for Using the Articles of Confederation 1777
Worksheet Answer Key Effectively

If you’re working on a worksheet related to the Articles, here are some tips to get the most
out of your answer key:

1. Read Questions Carefully

Worksheets often ask for specific information or require analysis. Make sure you understand
what each question is asking before referring to the answer key.

2. Use the Answer Key as a Learning Tool

Rather than simply copying answers, compare your responses with the key. Identify gaps in
your knowledge or misunderstandings, then revisit your textbook or notes to reinforce
concepts.



3. Take Note of Key Terms and Definitions

The Articles introduced terms like “confederation,” “state sovereignty,” and “unicameral
legislature.” Familiarize yourself with these to better understand the document’s structure.

4. Connect Historical Context

Understanding why the Articles were created — in response to colonial fears of central
authority — helps explain their features and shortcomings.

5. Practice Critical Thinking

Consider questions beyond the worksheet, such as how the Articles influenced the U.S.
Constitution or what lessons were learned from its weaknesses.

Exploring LSI Keywords Naturally

Throughout this discussion, several related terms naturally complement the main topic.
Phrases like “first U.S. constitution,” “weak central government,” “state sovereignty,”
“Revolutionary War governance,” “Northwest Ordinance,” and “Treaty of Paris 1783” all
help paint a broader picture of the Articles of Confederation’s importance.

These terms also assist in understanding the broader historical context and the evolution of
American government. For instance, the Northwest Ordinance, passed under the Articles,
was groundbreaking legislation that organized western territories and set guidelines for
statehood, demonstrating one of the Articles’ practical achievements.

Why the Articles of Confederation Eventually
Failed

Although the Articles were a crucial step in American history, their inherent flaws soon
became apparent. States often acted independently, leading to conflicts over trade and
boundaries. The central government’s inability to collect taxes meant it struggled
financially, especially paying debts from the Revolutionary War.

Events like Shays’ Rebellion exposed the government’s weakness in maintaining order,
convincing leaders that a stronger national government was necessary. This realization
paved the way for the Constitutional Convention of 1787, where the current U.S.
Constitution was drafted.



Insights for Students

If you’re tackling a worksheet on the Articles, understanding why they failed is just as
important as knowing their features. Think critically about how the balance between state
power and national authority affected governance and why change was inevitable.

Final Thoughts on Navigating the Articles of
Confederation 1777 Worksheet Answer Key

The Articles of Confederation represent a fascinating chapter in American history—one full
of lessons about governance, unity, and compromise. When using an answer key for your
worksheet, approach it as a tool to deepen your understanding rather than just a shortcut
to completing assignments.

By engaging with the material thoughtfully, you’ll not only find the answers you need but
also develop a richer appreciation for how the United States evolved from a loose
confederation of states to a unified nation under the Constitution. Embrace the journey
through early American political history, and let the Articles of Confederation 1777
worksheet answer key guide you toward greater knowledge.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the Articles of Confederation
1777 worksheet answer key?
The purpose of the Articles of Confederation 1777 worksheet answer key is to provide
correct answers and explanations for questions related to the Articles of Confederation,
helping students understand the content and significance of the first U.S. constitution.

What key topics are covered in the Articles of
Confederation 1777 worksheet?
The worksheet typically covers topics such as the structure of government under the
Articles, the powers and limitations of the federal government, the role of the states, and
reasons why the Articles were eventually replaced by the U.S. Constitution.

Why were the Articles of Confederation considered
weak, as reflected in the worksheet answers?
The Articles of Confederation were considered weak because they gave limited powers to
the central government, lacked authority to tax, regulate commerce, or enforce laws
effectively, which is often highlighted in worksheet answer keys.



How does the worksheet answer key explain the
significance of the Articles of Confederation in
American history?
The answer key explains that the Articles of Confederation were significant as the first
governing document of the United States, establishing a framework for national unity and
governance despite their weaknesses, paving the way for the Constitution.

Where can I find a reliable Articles of Confederation
1777 worksheet answer key?
Reliable answer keys can often be found through educational websites, teacher resource
platforms, or history textbooks that provide supplemental materials aligned with the
Articles of Confederation curriculum.

Additional Resources
Articles of Confederation 1777 Worksheet Answer Key: A Detailed Review and Analysis

articles of confederation 1777 worksheet answer key serves as an essential
educational tool for students and educators seeking to grasp the foundational governance
framework of the United States during its early years. This worksheet answer key not only
aids in clarifying the complex provisions of the Articles of Confederation but also
contextualizes its historical significance and the challenges it presented. Analyzing this
answer key provides a clearer understanding of how this early constitution shaped the
trajectory of American political development.

Understanding the Articles of Confederation
through the Worksheet Answer Key

The Articles of Confederation, ratified in 1777, represented the first attempt at unifying the
thirteen American colonies under a common government during and after the
Revolutionary War. The worksheet designed around this document often includes questions
about its structure, powers, weaknesses, and the political dynamics of the era. The answer
key associated with this worksheet is invaluable for educators to verify correctness and for
students to deepen their comprehension of the material.

The primary focus of the articles of confederation 1777 worksheet answer key is to
highlight the decentralized nature of the government established by the Articles. It explains
how the national government was intentionally kept weak, with most powers retained by
individual states. This formed a confederation rather than a centralized union, which
directly influenced the political and economic realities of the post-Revolution United States.



Key Features Highlighted in the Articles of
Confederation Worksheet

The worksheet answer key typically outlines several critical features of the Articles of
Confederation. These include the unicameral legislature, equal representation of states
regardless of size, and the lack of an executive branch or national judiciary. By addressing
these elements, the answer key assists learners in appreciating the structure and
limitations of the government system at the time.

Legislative Structure: The Articles established a single-chamber Congress where
each state had one vote.

No Executive Branch: There was no president or central executive figure to enforce
laws.

Lack of Judicial Authority: The absence of a national court system complicated the
resolution of interstate disputes.

State Sovereignty: States retained most governing powers, including taxation and
law enforcement.

Amendment Difficulty: Any change to the Articles required unanimous consent from
all thirteen states.

The answer key explains these features with clarity, helping students distinguish the
Articles’ intentions from its practical shortcomings.

Analyzing the Strengths and Weaknesses
Through the Worksheet Answers

One of the most critical aspects of the articles of confederation 1777 worksheet answer key
is its balanced evaluation of the Articles’ strengths and weaknesses. The answer key
underscores that while the Articles successfully unified the colonies during a tumultuous
period and facilitated coordination in the Revolutionary War effort, they were inherently
flawed for long-term governance.

Strengths of the Articles of Confederation

The worksheet answer key often points to several strengths, including:

Promotion of State Independence: The Articles respected the autonomy and1.



sovereignty of each state, preventing the rise of a potentially oppressive central
government.

Facilitation of War Efforts: The Confederation Congress coordinated military2.
operations and diplomacy during the Revolutionary War.

Land Ordinance Success: The Articles enabled the passage of the Northwest3.
Ordinance, which structured the settlement and governance of western territories.

These strengths are critical in understanding the Articles as a product of their time,
reflecting the colonists' fear of centralized authority after British rule.

Weaknesses and Challenges Addressed in the Answer
Key

Conversely, the answer key elaborates on the significant weaknesses that hindered
effective governance:

Inability to Levy Taxes: The national government lacked power to tax citizens
directly, relying on voluntary state contributions, leading to financial instability.

No Regulation of Commerce: States controlled trade policies independently,
resulting in economic discord and interstate competition.

Requirement of Unanimous Consent for Amendments: This made reform nearly
impossible, even when widespread agreement existed.

Weak Central Authority: Without executive enforcement, laws passed by Congress
were often ignored.

By detailing these limitations, the answer key clarifies why the Articles of Confederation
eventually gave way to the U.S. Constitution.

Pedagogical Value of the Articles of
Confederation 1777 Worksheet Answer Key

From an educational perspective, the articles of confederation 1777 worksheet answer key
functions as more than a mere answer guide. It acts as a framework for critical thinking,
encouraging students to analyze historical documents, compare governance systems, and
identify cause-and-effect relationships in political history.

The answer key often includes explanations that connect the Articles to subsequent



developments, such as the Constitutional Convention of 1787. This linkage is essential for
students to see the evolution from a weak confederation to a stronger federal system.
Moreover, the inclusion of comparative questions within the worksheet, supported by the
answer key, allows learners to contrast the Articles with the later Constitution, highlighting
themes such as federalism, separation of powers, and checks and balances.

Integrating LSI Keywords: Historical Governance, Early
American Government, Revolutionary War Era,
Confederation Weaknesses

In addressing the articles of confederation 1777 worksheet answer key, it is important to
recognize its role in explaining early American government structures. The worksheet and
its key delve into the historical governance models that shaped the nascent United States
during the Revolutionary War era.

By focusing on confederation weaknesses such as the lack of centralized power and
economic disunity, the answer key provides insight into why early American leaders sought
to revise the system. This includes elaborations on how the Articles’ limitations influenced
interstate relations and national policy-making, essential for understanding the political
dynamics of the late 18th century.

Conclusion: The Continued Relevance of the
Worksheet Answer Key

While the Articles of Confederation themselves were eventually replaced, the educational
tools surrounding their study remain vital. The articles of confederation 1777 worksheet
answer key stands as a comprehensive resource that demystifies a complex historical
document, helping students and educators engage deeply with the origins of American
governance.

Through detailed explanations, the answer key fosters a nuanced understanding of the
strengths and weaknesses inherent in the early confederation system, illuminating why the
United States moved towards a stronger federal government. As history classrooms
continue to evolve, such answer keys are indispensable in bridging the gap between
historical texts and modern comprehension.
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  articles of confederation 1777 worksheet answer key: Articles of Confederation (1777)
Second Continental Congress, 2013-12 University Study Edition...Every page of text is on the left
and a lined and ruled note taking page is on the right. Keeping you organized. To all to whom these
Presents shall come, we, the undersigned Delegates of the States affixed to our Names send
greeting. Whereas the Delegates of the United States of America in Congress assembled did on the
fifteenth day of November in the year of our Lord One Thousand Seven Hundred and Seventy seven,
and in the Second Year of the Independence of America agree to certain articles of Confederation
and perpetual Union between the States of New Hampshire, Massachusetts-bay, Rhode island and
Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland,
Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia in the Words following, viz. Articles of
Confederation and perpetual Union between the States of New Hampshire, Massachusetts-bay,
Rhode island and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania,
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia.
  articles of confederation 1777 worksheet answer key: In Congress, April 14, 1777 United
States. Continental Congress, 1777, 1777
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