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The Coming Anarchy Robert Kaplan: Understanding the Future of Global Disorder

the coming anarchy robert kaplan is a phrase that resonates deeply with anyone interested in
geopolitics, international relations, and the shifting dynamics of global power. Robert Kaplan, a
renowned geopolitical analyst and author, introduced this provocative concept in the mid-1990s,
warning about the potential unraveling of global order due to environmental degradation, resource
scarcity, ethnic conflicts, and the collapse of state structures. His insights, initially published in an
influential article and later expanded in his book, continue to spark debate about the trajectory of
world affairs and the challenges that lie ahead.

Exploring Robert Kaplan'’s vision offers a window into how fragile the interconnected systems of our
modern world truly are. This article delves into the origins of the coming anarchy thesis, its
relevance today, and what lessons policymakers, scholars, and global citizens can draw from
Kaplan’s warnings.

The Origins of “The Coming Anarchy” Concept

In 1994, Robert Kaplan wrote a seminal article titled “The Coming Anarchy,” published in *The
Atlantic Monthly*. It was a wake-up call to Western audiences who were, at the time, optimistic
about the post-Cold War era and the spread of liberal democracy. Kaplan challenged this optimism
by highlighting the potential for chaos driven by demographic pressures, environmental stress, and
the breakdown of political order in the developing world.

Key Themes in Kaplan’s Analysis

Kaplan’s analysis did not focus on traditional military conflicts between superpowers but rather on
internal conflicts fueled by:

- ¥*Resource Scarcity:** As populations grow in fragile ecosystems, competition for water, arable
land, and energy intensifies.

- *Environmental Degradation:** Deforestation, desertification, and pollution undermine livelihoods
and exacerbate poverty.

- *Population Pressure:** Rapid urbanization and demographic booms strain social services and
infrastructure.

- *Ethnic and Social Fragmentation:** Weak states struggle to manage tribal, ethnic, and religious
divisions, leading to violence.

- **Collapse of State Authority:** Failed and failing states become breeding grounds for anarchy and
warlordism.

Kaplan’s portrayal was bleak but grounded in detailed observations from regions like West Africa,
the Balkans, and parts of South Asia. He argued that the future of conflict would not be between
nations but within them, heralding an era of chaos and disorder.



Why “The Coming Anarchy” Still Matters Today

More than two decades after Kaplan's article, the term “the coming anarchy robert kaplan” remains
relevant, especially as the world grapples with new and intensified challenges. Understanding why
Kaplan’s predictions still resonate helps us appreciate the ongoing fragility of the global system.

Modern Examples of Kaplan’s Predictions in Action

Several contemporary crises echo Kaplan’s warnings:

- **Climate Change and Environmental Stress:** The worsening climate crisis has led to more
frequent droughts, floods, and extreme weather, impacting vulnerable regions. For example, the
Sahel region in Africa experiences desertification and food insecurity, fueling conflict and
displacement.

- **Failed States and Internal Conflicts:** Countries like Syria, Yemen, and Somalia illustrate how
state collapse leads to prolonged violence and humanitarian disasters.

- *Migration and Urban Overcrowding:** Massive migration flows toward cities have created
sprawling urban slums, often lacking basic services, which can become hotspots for crime and
unrest.

- **Ethnic and Sectarian Violence:** The rise of identity-based conflicts in various regions
underscores the fragmentation Kaplan predicted.

Kaplan’s framework helps explain why global security is no longer just about military power but
about managing complex socio-environmental systems.

Critiques and Debates Surrounding Kaplan’s Thesis

While Kaplan’s ideas have been influential, they have not been without criticism. Some scholars
argue that his focus on environmental determinism and state failure oversimplifies complex political
realities.

Common Criticisms

- *Qveremphasis on Chaos:** Critics say Kaplan's vision might exaggerate the degree of disorder,
overlooking the resilience and adaptability of societies.

- *Neglect of Global Cooperation:** Some point out that international institutions and diplomacy
have shown capacity to manage crises, thus countering the anarchy scenario.

- ¥*Western-Centric Perspective:** Kaplan’s analysis is sometimes seen as a Western narrative that
frames developing regions as inevitable sources of chaos, potentially reinforcing stereotypes.

Despite these critiques, “the coming anarchy robert kaplan” remains a useful heuristic to
understand the vulnerabilities in global governance and development.



Lessons from “The Coming Anarchy” for Policymakers
and Global Citizens

Engaging with Kaplan’s concept offers important insights for managing future risks and building
more resilient societies.

Strategies to Mitigate the Risk of Anarchy

e Invest in Environmental Sustainability: Protecting ecosystems and addressing climate
change can reduce resource-driven conflicts.

e Strengthen State Institutions: Building capable, inclusive governance structures helps
prevent the collapse of order.

¢ Promote Social Cohesion: Supporting dialogue and reconciliation among ethnic and
religious groups can mitigate fragmentation.

e Enhance Urban Planning: Managing rapid urbanization through infrastructure and social
services reduces the risk of slum-related unrest.

e Support International Cooperation: Global partnerships for development, peacekeeping,
and humanitarian aid play a critical role in stabilizing fragile regions.

Understanding the Complexity of Global Anarchy

Kaplan’s work reminds us that anarchy is not simply lawlessness but a multifaceted breakdown of
order that encompasses economic, social, and environmental dimensions. Addressing these
challenges requires a holistic approach that goes beyond military solutions.

The Coming Anarchy Robert Kaplan in Popular and
Academic Discourse

Over the years, Kaplan’s concept has influenced not only policymakers but also thinkers in
international relations, security studies, and environmental policy. It has inspired numerous studies
on failed states, resource conflicts, and the geopolitical implications of climate change.

Books and Articles Inspired by Kaplan’s Work



Many authors have built on or responded to Kaplan’s ideas, creating a rich body of literature on the
future of security and order. Titles exploring fragile states, ecological crises, and the anthropology of
conflict often cite “the coming anarchy robert kaplan” as a foundational reference.

Media and Popular Culture

Kaplan’s predictions have also found their way into documentaries, news analysis, and debates about
the future of global governance. The term “coming anarchy” itself has become shorthand for
discussions about instability and the risks of a post-globalized world.

Final Reflections on The Coming Anarchy Robert
Kaplan

Engaging deeply with “the coming anarchy robert kaplan” offers a sobering perspective on the
fragility of modern civilization. While not a prophecy set in stone, Kaplan's insights challenge us to
think critically about the environmental, social, and political factors that shape peace and conflict.
They urge vigilance and proactive efforts to build institutions that can withstand pressures from
demographic shifts, climate change, and social fragmentation.

By grappling with these ideas, readers can better understand why global stability is far from
guaranteed and why the coming decades will likely test the resilience of societies worldwide.
Kaplan’s work continues to be a vital lens through which to examine the challenges of our
interconnected, yet often fragile, world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main thesis of Robert Kaplan's 'The Coming
Anarchy'?

‘The Coming Anarchy' argues that environmental degradation, resource scarcity, and social
fragmentation will lead to increased conflict and instability in the late 20th and early 21st centuries,
challenging traditional geopolitical assumptions.

How does Robert Kaplan describe the impact of environmental
issues in 'The Coming Anarchy'?

Kaplan emphasizes that environmental problems such as deforestation, overpopulation, and
pollution contribute significantly to social decay and political instability, especially in developing
regions.



Why is 'The Coming Anarchy' considered influential in
geopolitical discussions?

'The Coming Anarchy' is influential because it shifted focus from conventional state-centered
conflicts to the role of non-state actors, environmental stress, and societal breakdown in shaping
future global security challenges.

What regions does Robert Kaplan highlight as examples in
‘The Coming Anarchy'?

Kaplan discusses West Africa extensively as a case study, illustrating how environmental
degradation, tribal conflicts, and weak governance contribute to a cycle of violence and anarchy.

How has 'The Coming Anarchy' influenced modern foreign
policy and security strategies?

The essay has encouraged policymakers to consider environmental and societal factors in security
planning, promoting a broader approach that includes humanitarian aid, environmental protection,
and conflict prevention.

Additional Resources
The Coming Anarchy Robert Kaplan: A Prescient Analysis of Global Disorder

the coming anarchy robert kaplan is a phrase that encapsulates one of the most influential
geopolitical analyses of the late 20th century. In his seminal 1994 article published in *The Atlantic
Monthly*, Robert Kaplan painted a stark picture of a world unraveling due to environmental
degradation, demographic pressures, and the collapse of traditional state structures. His thesis
challenged the optimistic post-Cold War narrative, suggesting instead that the future would be
marked by violence, resource conflicts, and social fragmentation—a concept that has since
resonated in discussions about failed states, climate change, and global instability.

Understanding Robert Kaplan’s Vision in The Coming
Anarchy

Kaplan’s article, later expanded into a book titled *The Coming Anarchy: Shattering the Dreams of
the Post Cold War*, serves as a warning about the fragility of modern civilization under the strain of
increasing environmental and social pressures. Unlike conventional geopolitical forecasts centered
on great power rivalries, Kaplan highlighted the internal decay of countries—especially in the
developing world—where governance fails and tribalism or warlordism rise.

His analysis was rooted in empirical observations from regions such as West Africa, where
environmental stress, urban overcrowding, and ethnic tensions combined to erode state authority.
Kaplan argued that these dynamics could eventually spread, destabilizing even the most powerful
nations. The concept of “anarchy” here is not just lawlessness but a breakdown of the social



contract, leading to widespread insecurity and conflict.

Key Themes in The Coming Anarchy Robert Kaplan

Several intertwined themes define Kaplan'’s thesis, each contributing to his forecast of global
disorder:

e Environmental Degradation: Kaplan emphasized how deforestation, desertification, and
resource depletion exacerbate social tensions. For example, the shrinking of the Sahel region
in Africa was portrayed as a catalyst for migration and conflict.

e Demographic Pressures: Rapid population growth in urban slums leads to overcrowding,
unemployment, and the proliferation of gangs and militias, undermining traditional
governance structures.

¢ Collapse of Nation-States: Kaplan predicted the fragmentation of countries along ethnic or
tribal lines, creating power vacuums filled by warlords or insurgents rather than centralized
governments.

¢ Resource Scarcity: Competition over diminishing resources such as water, arable land, and
energy sources was seen as a driver of conflict, not only locally but potentially on a global
scale.

These themes collectively form the backbone of Kaplan’s argument that the post-Cold War era’s
promise of peace was illusory.

Analyzing the Impact and Relevance of Kaplan’s Thesis
Today

More than two decades after its publication, *The Coming Anarchy* remains a reference point in
discussions about global instability. Kaplan’s insights have been both praised for their foresight and
critiqued for perceived pessimism or deterministic views. To appreciate its ongoing relevance, it is
important to consider how the predicted patterns have manifested or evolved.

Environmental and Social Crises in Contemporary Context

The environmental degradation Kaplan warned of has become a central concern in global policy,
particularly with the rise of climate change awareness. Desertification and water scarcity continue
to threaten regions like the Sahel, where conflicts such as those in Mali and Nigeria reflect the kind
of state collapse and social fragmentation Kaplan described.

Urbanization trends have intensified across developing countries, often outpacing infrastructure and



governance capacity. Mega-cities with sprawling slums resemble the chaotic environments Kaplan
observed, where informal power structures challenge official authorities. This urban anarchy
contributes to crime, insurgency, and political instability.

Failed States and Power Vacuums

Kaplan’s prediction of state failure finds echoes in places like Somalia, Syria, and Yemen, where
central governments have lost control over large parts of their territories. These failed or fragile
states have become breeding grounds for militant groups, international terrorism, and humanitarian
crises. Kaplan’s framework helps explain how environmental stress and ethnic divisions can erode
state legitimacy and fuel conflict.

Critiques and Counterpoints

While Kaplan’s analysis is influential, it is not without criticism. Some scholars argue that his
narrative paints a somewhat deterministic and bleak picture that underestimates human resilience
and the potential for international cooperation. Others suggest that his focus on environmental and
demographic factors overlooks the role of political leadership and economic development in
mitigating conflict.

Furthermore, critics caution against using *The Coming Anarchy* as a predictive tool without
nuance, noting that many regions facing similar pressures have avoided collapse through adaptation
and governance reforms.

The Coming Anarchy Robert Kaplan in Geopolitical
Discourse

Kaplan’s work has influenced policymakers, scholars, and journalists interested in the nexus of
environmental issues, security, and governance. His concept of “anarchy” has been integrated into
frameworks analyzing the risks of climate-induced migration, urban violence, and the erosion of
state power.

Influence on Security and Foreign Policy

The U.S. military and intelligence communities have referenced Kaplan’s ideas when assessing
threats related to fragile states and non-traditional security challenges. His emphasis on non-state
actors and localized conflicts broadened the understanding of global security beyond conventional
interstate warfare.



Legacy in Academic and Popular Literature

Kaplan’s narrative contributed to a broader genre of geopolitical writing that focuses on the
consequences of environmental degradation and social fragmentation. Books and articles exploring
failed states, resource wars, and urban violence often cite *The Coming Anarchy* as foundational.

Lessons and Reflections from The Coming Anarchy

Kaplan’s examination of anarchy as a consequence of environmental and social pressures invites
reflection on current and future global challenges. It underscores the importance of sustainable
development, inclusive governance, and conflict prevention.

Policymakers and analysts can draw from Kaplan’s insights to anticipate where crises might emerge
and to design interventions that strengthen state capacity and resilience. The interplay between
ecological stressors and human conflict remains a critical area for research and action in an
increasingly interconnected world.

The enduring relevance of *The Coming Anarchy* lies in its ability to provoke critical thinking about

the limits of traditional geopolitical assumptions and to highlight the complex, often chaotic realities
shaping the international system today.
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the coming anarchy robert kaplan: The Coming Anarchy Robert D. Kaplan, 2001-02-13
Robert Kaplan, bestselling author of Balkan Ghosts, offers up scrupulous, far-ranging insights on the
world to come in a spirited, rousing, and provocative book that has earned a place at the top of the
reading lists of the world's policy makers. The end of the Cold War has not ushered in the global
peace and prosperity that many had anticipated. Volatile new democracies in Eastern Europe, fierce
tribalism in Africa, civil war and ethnic violence in the Near East, and widespread famine and
disease—not to mention the brutal rift developing as wealthy nations reap the benefits of seemingly
boundless technology while other parts of the world slide into chaos—are among the issues Kaplan
identifies as the most important for charting the future of geopolitics. Historical antecedents in
Gibbon's Decline and Fall and in the legacies of statesmen such as Henry Kissinger contribute to this
bracingly prophetic framework for addressing the new global reality. Bold, erudite, and profoundly
important, The Coming Anarchy is a compelling must-read by one of today's most penetrating
writers and provocative minds.

the coming anarchy robert kaplan: Why America's Top Pundits Are Wrong Catherine
Besteman, Hugh Gusterson, 2005-01-17 This absorbing collection of essays subjects such popular
commentators as Thomas Friedman, Samuel Huntington, Robert Kaplan, and Dinesh D'Souza to
cold, hard scrutiny and finds that their writing is often misleadingly simplistic, culturally
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ill-informed, and politically dangerous. Mixing critical reflection with insights from their own
fieldwork, twelve distinguished anthropologists respond by offering fresh perspectives on
globalization, ethnic violence, social justice, and the biological roots of behavior. They take on such
topics as the collapse of Yugoslavia, the consumer practices of the American poor, American foreign
policy in the Balkans, and contemporary debates over race, welfare, and violence against women. In
the clear, vigorous prose of the pundits themselves, these contributors reveal the hollowness of what
often passes as prevailing wisdom and passionately demonstrate the need for a humanistically
complex and democratic understanding of the contemporary world.

the coming anarchy robert kaplan: The Coming Anarchy Robert D. Kaplan, 1994

the coming anarchy robert kaplan: 2030, the Coming Tumult Richard M. Mosey, 2009 The
short-term benefits of unlimited growth are driving the American economic and social model right
off a cliff. The author shows how corporations drown out scientists and global elites prosper during
economic collapse. He explores the role of monotheistic religions in abetting population growth and
downplaying human agency in the current unprecedented crisis and charts the effects of increasing
poverty, population migration, and social tension.

the coming anarchy robert kaplan: Rethinking Environmental Protection Phillip F.
Cramer, 2000-01-01 Despite widespread popular support for environmental action, Phillip F. Cramer
argues that current U.S. environmental policy approaches fail to address the real threat of
environmental insecurity. Cramer traces this failure to a reluctance to recognize and address the
interconnectedness of natural forces--just as all elements within the environment are linked, so too
should our perspectives on, and responses to, environmental degradation be linked. In this book
Cramer provides an innovative holistic approach to environmental protection that incorporates the
best lessons learned from the fields of biology, ethics, philosophy, political science, law, ecology, and
international relations. He especially advocates local action and, providing illustrative examples,
demonstrates how local action around the world is most effective when carried out within a global
framework that supports information dissemination and international coordination. This book will
energize to thought and action any scholar, student, or general reader concerned with
environmental issues and our current trajectory toward environmental decay.

the coming anarchy robert kaplan: The Environment in Anthropology Nora Haenn,
Richard Wilk, 2006 Presenting ecology and current environmental studies from an anthropological
point of view, this book gives readers a strong intellectual foundation as well as offering practical
tools for solving environmental problems.

the coming anarchy robert kaplan: The Role of Religion in National Security Policy
Since September 11, 2001 Jonathan Eberhardt Shaw, 2011 The United States has struggled to
find a framework to integrate religion into the post-September 11, 2001 (9/11) discussion of national
security. Islam has been the central focus, with both the 9/11 terrorists and many of America's
partners in overseas contingency operations sharing an Islamic heritage. President George W.
Bush's paradigm of Religion as Freedom and President Barack H. Obama's paradigm of Religion as
Unity have been partially successful, but they have yet to provide a nuanced understanding of Islam
and a comprehensive framework. Part I of this Carlisle Paper examines the enduring role of religion
in human conflict through the eyes of Alvin Toffler, Francis Fukuyama, Samuel Huntington, and
Robert Kaplan. Part II provides an analysis of Islam to determine its power within current
alignments, and addresses jihad and the level of support for terrorism. Part III examines the role of
religion within the Bush and Obama administrations, and proposes a third paradigm--Religion as
Ideology--In an attempt to relate a strategic vision which comprehends the power of Islam to a policy
which accounts for religion in terms of empowered behavior. Part IV addresses practical questions
regarding the implementation of the paradigm of Religion as Ideology and the way ahead.

the coming anarchy robert kaplan: The Environment in Anthropology, Second Edition
Nora Haenn, Richard Wilk, Allison Harnish, 2016-04-26 Presents ecology and current environmental
studies from an anthropological point of view The Environment in Anthropology presents ecology
and current environmental studies from an anthropological point of view. From the classics to the



most current scholarship, this text connects the theory and practice in environment and
anthropology, providing readers with a strong intellectual foundation as well as offering practical
tools for solving environmental problems. Haenn, Wilk, and Harnish pose the most urgent questions
of environmental protection: How are environmental problems mediated by cultural values? What
are the environmental effects of urbanization? When do environmentalists’ goals and actions conflict
with those of indigenous peoples? How can we assess the impact of “environmentally correct”
businesses? They also cover the fundamental topics of population growth, large scale development,
biodiversity conservation, sustainable environmental management, indigenous groups, consumption,
and globalization. This revised edition addresses new topics such as water, toxic waste,
neoliberalism, environmental history, environmental activism, and REDD (Reducing Emissions from
Deforestation and Forest Degradation), and it situates anthropology in the multi-disciplinary field of
environmental research. It also offers readers a guide for developing their own plan for
environmental action. This volume offers an introduction to the breadth of ecological and
environmental anthropology as well as to its historical trends and current developments. Balancing
landmark essays with cutting-edge scholarship, bridging theory and practice, and offering
suggestions for further reading and new directions for research, The Environment in Anthropology
continues to provide the ideal introduction to a burgeoning field.

the coming anarchy robert kaplan: The Political Origins of Inequality Simon Reid-Henry,
2015-12-08 This far-reaching study examines how political policies and paradigms have deepened
global inequality, and how to reframe the debate to address it. Inequality is the defining issue of our
time—one in which the global 1% now owns half the world’s wealth. In this magisterial study, Simon
Reid-Henry rewrites the story of globalization as one about the management of inequality. Reaching
back to the eighteenth century, The Political Origins of Inequality foregrounds the political turning
points and decisions behind the making of today’s uneven societies. As it weaves together insights
from the Victorian city to the Cold War, from US economic policy to Europe’s present migration
crisis, a true picture emerges of the structure of inequality itself. Reid-Henry shows that the problem
of inequality cannot be resolved by the conventional arguments of left versus right. Modern political
discourse has no place for public reason or the common good. Yet, he argues, it is within our power
to address this. To forge a better world, we must meet our political responsibilities to others, rather
than simply offering the selective charity of the rich. We must think beyond economics and outside
our national borders. But above all, we must reinvent the language of equality for a modern, global
world.

the coming anarchy robert kaplan: Writing Future Worlds Ulf Hannerz, 2016-09-27 This
volume presents a comprehensive analysis of global future scenarios and their impact on a growing,
shared culture. Ever since the end of the Cold War, a diverse range of future concepts has emerged
in various areas of academia—and even in popular journalism. A number of these key concepts—‘the
end of history,” ‘the clash of civilizations,” ‘the coming anarchy,” ‘the world is flat,” ‘soft power,” ‘the
post-American century’—suggest what could become characteristic of this new, interconnected
world. Ulf Hannerz scrutinizes these ideas, considers their legacy, and suggests further dialogue
between authors of the ‘American scenario’ and commentators elsewhere.

the coming anarchy robert kaplan: The Geopolitics Reader Simon Dalby, Paul Routledge,
Geardid O Tuathail, 2003-08-01 The Geopolitics Reader offers an interdisciplinary sourcebook of the
most important political, geographical, historical and sociological readings of geopolitics in the late
twentieth century. The Reader is divided into five parts which draw on the most illuminating
examples of imperial, Cold War, contemporary geopolitics, new environmental themes and multiple
resistances to the practices of geopolitics. The editors provide comprehensive introductions and
critical comment at the beginning of each part and visual 'geopolitical texts' in the form of political
cartoons are integrated throughout. Encouraging exploration of divergent viewpoints of global
conflict and change this invaluable compendium includes readings by Martin Luther King, Vaclav
Havel and George Bush.

the coming anarchy robert kaplan: East and South-East Asia Andrew T. H. Tan, 2013-07-03



The economic growth of East and South-East Asia in the context of the global financial crisis has
strengthened the view that this region is emerging in the 21st century as the most economically
vibrant region in the world. With some of the largest economies, and generally high economic
growth rates compared to the rest of the world, it is unsurprising that East and South-East Asia has
become the subject of global interest. East Asia’s rise inevitably focuses attention on the issue of
China’s emergence as a regional and global power. Such a prospect challenges the current status
quo, in which the region is dominated by the USA and its regional allies, and issues in Sino-US
strategic relations have raised global awareness of the need to understand this pivotal region better.
In addition, the Taiwan issue continues to evoke nationalist sentiments in China, and North Korea
continues to threaten regional stability. Non-traditional (or alternative) security issues are also of
major importance in the region, including natural disasters and epidemics, as well as challenges
relating to human rights and governance, transnational crime, demographic issues, economics and
trade and regionalism. This Handbook aims to offer an insight into these issues. The volume is
divided into two main sections. The first, International Relations and Security Perspectives, will
focus on the international relations of the region, paying special attention to the key state players.
The chapter contributions will examine the security perspectives, and foreign and defence policies of
these states, as well as key bilateral relationships. The second section will examine key Regional
Non-traditional Security Issues, including globalization, transnational health challenges, population
growth and the environment.

the coming anarchy robert kaplan: Christian Pacifism for an Environmental Age Mark
Douglas, 2019-04-25 Provides a new understanding of the traditions of Christian pacifism in order to
address wars in a warming world.

the coming anarchy robert kaplan: Mediterranean Security at the Crossroads Nikolaos A.
Stavrou, 1999 Mediterranean Security at the Crossroads. A Reader explores the diverse and volatile
Mediterranean region in its post Cold War state, as it enters a new phase of uncertainty. Twenty two
sovereign states surround this body of water: six are part of the Western alliance system, three have
engaged in or supported terrorism, and others face serious internal tensions from territorial claims
and ethnic strife. Book jacket.

the coming anarchy robert kaplan: Parameters , 2015

the coming anarchy robert kaplan: Barbarians and Civilization in International Relations
Mark B. Salter, 2002-09-20 The terrorist attacks in New York and Washington have led to popular
conceptions of Muslims as terrorists. Some commentators have harked back to the 'Clash of
Civilizations' argument outlined by Samuel Huntington which argued that, after the collapse of the
Cold War, culture would become the main axis of conflict for civilisational alliances. Mark Salter
takes issue with Huntington's theory and explains how the terms of his argument are part of an
imperialist discourse that casts other civilisations as essentially barbarian. Although many
commentators have engaged with Huntington's claims, few have pursued the political implications of
his argument. Barbarians and Civilisation offers a decisive exploration of the colonial rhetoric
inherent in current political discourse. Charting the usefulness of concepts of culture and identity
for understanding world politics, Salter brilliantly illustrates the benefits and the limitations of the
civilised/barbarian dichotomy in international relations.

the coming anarchy robert kaplan: Geopolitics Jason Dittmer, Jo Sharp, 2014-06-27 It has
been increasingly impossible to think about our changing world without coming across the term
'geopolitics'. In the wake of the invasion and occupation of Iraq by the United States, United
Kingdom, and others, geopolitics has been offered as an explanation for the occupation's failure to
reinvent the Iraqi state and as a blueprint for future action. But what is 'geopolitics'? Drawing both
on academic and political material, this book introduces readers to the concept of geopolitics, from
the first usage of the term to its more recent reconceptualisations. The concept of geopolitics is
introduced through four thematic sections - Imperial Geopolitics, Cold War Geopolitics, Geopolitics
after the Cold War and Reconceptualising Geopolitics. Each section includes key writings from a
range of diverse and leading authors such as Said, Agnew, Dalby, O Tuathail, Gregory, Barnett and



Kaplan, and is accompanied by a critical introduction by the editors to guide the reader through the
material. This Reader establishes the foundations of geopolitics while also introducing readers to the
continuing significance of the concept in the 21st century. This Reader provides an essential
resource that exposes students to original writing. The Editors provide a pathway through the
material with Section Introductions to assist the readers understanding of the context of the
material and impacts of the writings. The readings included draw from a range of authors, writing
from a range of locations. The Reader concludes with the latest changes in geopolitical thought,
incorporating feminist and other perspectives.

the coming anarchy robert kaplan: Catastrophic Possibilities Threatening U.S. Security
Kristen Boon, Aziz Z. Huq, 2011 Terrorism: Commentary on Security Documents is a hardbound
series that provides primary-source documents and expert commentary on the worldwide
counter-terrorism effort. Among the documents collected are transcripts of Congressional testimony,
reports by such federal government bodies as the Congressional Research Service (CRS) and the
Government Accountability Office (GAO), and case law covering issues related to terrorism. Most
volumes carry a single theme, and inside each volume the documents appear within topic-based
categories. The series also includes a subject index and other indices that guide the user through
this complex area of the law.Volume 119, Catastrophic Possibilities Threatening U.S. Security,
discusses the nightmare scenario of a catastrophic attack on the United States. While the U.S.
national security apparatus remains focused on the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and appears to be
postulating a future international security environment defined largely by threats increasingly posed
by weak, failing, and failed states, astute strategists are not discounting the possibility of a
catastrophic attack on the United States. In this volume, Douglas Lovelace presents a number of
documents that help describe, explain, and assess the nature and severity of the threat of a
catastrophic attack. Offering expert commentary for each section, Lovelace groups the documents
into three categories: Catastrophic Potentialities in the International Security Environment,
Countering the Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and Nuclear Materials, and Catastrophic Cyber
Attack. Documents include a Department of Defense overview of the four categories of strategic
challenges, a Government Accountability Office report addressing weapons of mass destruction and
the actions needed to allocate resources for counterproliferation programs, and an insightful
overview of the threat of catastrophic cyber-attack by the Department of Homeland Security. The
commentary and primary sources in Volume 119 will apprise researchers and practitioners of
international law and national security of the perils of a catastrophic attack against the United
States posed by terrorists, radicals, state failure, and humanitarian disasters.

the coming anarchy robert kaplan: War, Politics and Justice in West Africa Gberie,
Lansana, 2015-08-06 This book collects articles and reviews the author wrote for various
publications, academic and journalistic, over the past 10 to 14 years. They are not arranged in
chronological order, but there is a consistent underlying theme: the author’s reaction to war, politics
and transitional justice in Africa, with a particular focus on Sierra Leone and Liberia. He has studied
these two countries more intimately than all others; but this book includes articles on Ivory Coast,
Nigeria and the Democratic Republic of Congo.

the coming anarchy robert kaplan: The Ashgate Research Companion to Modern
Warfare John Buckley, George Kassimeris, 2016-03-23 This research collection provides a
comprehensive study of important strategic, cultural, ethical and philosophical aspects of modern
warfare. It offers a refreshing analysis of key issues in modern warfare, not only in terms of the
conduct of war and the wider complexities and ramifications of modern conflict, but also concepts of
war, the crucial shifts in the structure of warfare, and the morality and legality of the use of force in
a post-9/11 age.
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