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a man of honor the autobiography joseph bonanno offers a rare and captivating
glimpse into the life of one of the most enigmatic figures in American organized crime
history. Joseph Bonanno, also known as "Joe Bananas," was a powerful and influential
Mafia boss whose story has fascinated readers, historians, and crime aficionados for
decades. This autobiography not only chronicles his rise and reign within the notorious
Bonanno crime family but also reveals the complex codes of loyalty, family, and honor that
governed his world.

In this article, we will explore the key themes and insights from A Man of Honor,
examining how Joseph Bonanno’s narrative sheds light on the inner workings of the Mafia,
his personal philosophy, and the challenges he faced. Whether you are a true crime
enthusiast or simply curious about the man behind the myth, this deep dive into Bonanno’s
own words offers a compelling and nuanced perspective.

Understanding Joseph Bonanno: More Than Just a
Mobster

Joseph Bonanno’s life story, as told in A Man of Honor the autobiography Joseph Bonanno
authored, is far more than a simple crime saga. It’s a window into a world governed by a
strict set of unwritten rules and an intricate code of conduct. Bonanno was not just a
criminal but a man who viewed himself as a protector of family values and traditions.

The Origins of a Mafia Legend

Born in Sicily in 1905, Bonanno was steeped in the culture of honor and loyalty from an
early age. His autobiography traces his journey from his humble beginnings in the small
village of Castellammare del Golfo to his migration to the United States, where he quickly
rose through the ranks of New York’s organized crime scene. His story is marked by
ambition, strategic thinking, and a profound understanding of human nature.

His narrative offers insights into how immigrant communities in America faced
discrimination and economic hardship, often turning to underground networks for survival
and support. For Bonanno, the Mafia was not merely a criminal enterprise but a way to
assert identity and protect his people.



The Code of Honor in the Mafia World

One of the most compelling aspects of A Man of Honor the autobiography Joseph Bonanno
presents is the detailed explanation of the Mafia’s code of honor. This code, often
misunderstood or oversimplified in popular media, is portrayed as a strict moral
framework that governed behavior, loyalty, and respect among members.

Bonanno explains concepts such as "Omertà" — the vow of silence — and the importance
of family loyalty above all else. His depiction challenges the stereotypical image of the
Mafia as a chaotic criminal organization, instead highlighting a complex social structure
with its own rules and ethics.

Key Themes Explored in A Man of Honor the
Autobiography Joseph Bonanno

The autobiography delves into several important themes that help readers understand
both the man and the myth. These themes resonate beyond the criminal underworld,
touching on universal ideas about power, family, and survival.

Family Loyalty and Betrayal

Perhaps the most dominant theme throughout the book is the significance of family – not
only the blood relatives but also the "family" within the Mafia network. Bonanno
emphasizes that loyalty to one’s family was paramount, and betrayal was the ultimate sin.

He candidly discusses the turbulent relationships within the Mafia, including power
struggles and internal conflicts. His recounting of the infamous "Banana War," a violent
internal conflict that threatened to dismantle his crime family, reveals the fragile balance
between trust and suspicion in such a world.

Power and Leadership

Bonanno’s autobiography is also an insightful study of power dynamics. He portrays
himself as a leader who valued diplomacy and negotiation over brute force, often
preferring to resolve disputes quietly rather than resorting to violence. His leadership
style combined traditional Sicilian values with an American pragmatism that helped him
maintain control for decades.

His reflections provide valuable lessons on leadership, illustrating the importance of
understanding people, maintaining alliances, and adapting to changing circumstances.



The Impact of A Man of Honor the Autobiography
Joseph Bonanno on True Crime Literature

When the autobiography was published, it stirred considerable controversy. Many readers
were intrigued by the candid revelations, while law enforcement and the media scrutinized
the book for what it revealed about the Mafia’s operations.

A Rare Insider Perspective

Unlike many crime biographies written by journalists or third parties, A Man of Honor is
Bonanno’s own account. This insider perspective offers authenticity and depth, providing
readers with firsthand observations and personal reflections rarely found elsewhere.

The book’s narrative style is straightforward and unpretentious, which makes it accessible
and engaging. It avoids glamorizing crime, instead portraying the harsh realities and
moral complexities of life in the Mafia.

Influence on Popular Culture and Mafia Studies

Joseph Bonanno’s autobiography has had a lasting influence on how the Mafia is portrayed
in books, films, and television. It helped dispel myths and offered a more humanized view
of mobsters as individuals bound by codes, traditions, and personal dilemmas.

For criminologists and historians, the book remains a valuable resource for understanding
the social structures of organized crime. It highlights how Mafia families operate like
intricate organizations with leadership hierarchies, codes of conduct, and a deep sense of
identity.

Lessons and Insights from Joseph Bonanno’s Life
Story

Reading A Man of Honor the autobiography Joseph Bonanno wrote provides more than
just entertainment; it offers lessons on human nature, resilience, and the consequences of
choices.

The Importance of Loyalty: Bonanno’s life underscores how loyalty can serve as
both a strength and a vulnerability, shaping alliances and conflicts alike.

Leadership Requires Adaptability: His ability to navigate changing political and
social landscapes within the Mafia world shows the necessity of flexibility and
strategic thinking.



The Costs of Power: The autobiography doesn’t shy away from the personal
sacrifices and dangers inherent in a life of crime, reminding readers that power often
comes at a steep price.

Understanding Cultural Context: Bonanno’s story is deeply rooted in Sicilian
traditions and immigrant experiences, highlighting how culture influences behavior
and values.

Why This Autobiography Still Matters Today

In an era fascinated by true crime stories and Mafia lore, A Man of Honor remains
relevant because it offers an unfiltered look into the mindset of a man who lived by a
distinctive code. It challenges readers to think critically about morality, justice, and the
social conditions that foster organized crime.

Moreover, the book humanizes a figure often reduced to headlines and stereotypes,
providing a more nuanced understanding of Joseph Bonanno’s life and legacy.

---

Exploring A Man of Honor the autobiography Joseph Bonanno penned allows readers to
step beyond the sensational headlines and into a world defined by complex human
relationships, cultural codes, and the pursuit of survival in an unforgiving environment.
Whether you approach it as a historical document or a gripping personal story, the book
offers a compelling journey through one of the most fascinating chapters of American
crime history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'A Man of Honor: The Autobiography of Joseph
Bonanno' about?
It is the autobiography of Joseph Bonanno, a notorious mobster and former boss of the
Bonanno crime family, detailing his life in organized crime, his rise to power, and his
personal experiences.

Who was Joseph Bonanno, the author of 'A Man of
Honor'?
Joseph Bonanno was an Italian-American mobster who became the boss of the Bonanno
crime family, one of the Five Families that dominate organized crime activities in New
York City.



What major events in Joseph Bonanno's life are covered
in 'A Man of Honor'?
The book covers key events including his early life, involvement in the Mafia, leadership of
the Bonanno family, the internal conflicts known as the 'Banana War,' and his eventual
retirement.

Why is 'A Man of Honor' considered an important
autobiography in the genre of crime literature?
Because it offers a rare firsthand account from a major Mafia boss, providing unique
insights into the inner workings of organized crime, Mafia culture, and Bonanno's personal
perspective on his criminal career.

Has 'A Man of Honor' influenced popular culture or
media portrayals of the Mafia?
Yes, Joseph Bonanno's life story and his autobiography have influenced various films,
books, and TV shows about the Mafia by offering authentic material and inspiration for
storytelling about organized crime.

Additional Resources
**A Man of Honor: The Autobiography Joseph Bonanno – An Insider’s Perspective on the
Mafia**

a man of honor the autobiography joseph bonanno stands as a pivotal work in the
realm of organized crime literature. Penned by Joseph Bonanno, one of the most influential
mob bosses of the 20th century, this autobiography provides a rare, firsthand account of
the inner workings of the American Mafia. Unlike sensationalized portrayals in popular
culture, Bonanno’s narrative offers a nuanced glimpse into the complexities of loyalty,
power, and survival within one of the most secretive criminal organizations in history.

This article delves into the layers of **a man of honor the autobiography joseph
bonanno**, exploring its significance, the historical context it reveals, and the broader
implications for understanding organized crime. By analyzing the book’s themes and
narrative style, we aim to offer a professional and investigative review that respects both
the literary value and the controversial subject matter.

Historical Context and Significance

Joseph Bonanno, also known as "Joe Bananas," was a founding member of the Commission,
the governing body of the American Mafia, and led the Bonanno crime family for several
decades. His autobiography, *A Man of Honor*, published in 1983, emerged during a time
when public fascination with the Mafia was at a peak, fueled by films like *The Godfather*



and numerous law enforcement crackdowns.

Bonanno’s memoir is more than just a criminal biography; it is a historical document that
sheds light on the evolution of organized crime from its Sicilian roots to its American
incarnation. Readers gain insight into Bonanno’s rise to power, his code of conduct, and
the internal conflicts that shaped the Mafia’s operations.

The book’s candidness is noteworthy. Unlike many mob accounts that romanticize
gangster life, Bonanno presents himself as a pragmatic leader caught between honor and
criminality. This balance is a crucial theme that resonates throughout the text, making *A
Man of Honor* a valuable resource for historians, criminologists, and enthusiasts of true
crime literature.

In-depth Analysis of Themes and Narrative

The Concept of Honor in Organized Crime

Central to *a man of honor the autobiography joseph bonanno* is the exploration of
"honor" as understood within the Mafia. The title itself is a declaration of the values
Bonanno claims to uphold, despite his illicit activities. This concept differs sharply from
conventional societal norms; in the Mafia, honor is synonymous with loyalty, discretion,
and unwavering commitment to the family.

Bonanno illustrates this through numerous anecdotes where trust and betrayal define life
or death outcomes. The Mafia’s unwritten code, often referred to as *Omertà*, is
portrayed as both a protective shield and a binding chain. Bonanno’s adherence to this
code, even under pressure, underscores the internal logic of his world.

Leadership and Power Dynamics

*a man of honor the autobiography joseph bonanno* offers an unvarnished look at mob
leadership. Bonanno’s tenure was marked by both consolidation and conflict, including the
infamous "Banana War," a violent internal struggle for control of the family. His narrative
reveals the delicate balance between diplomacy and ruthlessness required to maintain
authority.

The autobiography contrasts Bonanno’s leadership style with those of other mob figures,
highlighting his preference for negotiation over outright violence when possible. This
strategic approach sheds light on the complex power dynamics within the Mafia, where
alliances are fragile and betrayal is ever-present.

Immigration and the American Dream



Another significant dimension of Bonanno’s story is the immigrant experience. Born in
Sicily, he emigrated to the United States as a child, embodying the hopes and hardships of
many Italian-Americans during the early 20th century. His trajectory from immigrant to
one of the country’s most powerful crime bosses reflects a distorted version of the
American Dream.

The book touches upon the socioeconomic factors that contributed to the rise of organized
crime among immigrant communities, including discrimination, poverty, and limited
legitimate opportunities. This context enriches the reader’s understanding of why figures
like Bonanno emerged and how they rationalized their actions.

Literary Style and Authenticity

Joseph Bonanno’s writing style in *A Man of Honor* is straightforward and unpretentious.
He avoids elaborate literary devices, choosing instead a conversational tone that conveys
authenticity. This directness enhances the book’s credibility, making it a compelling read
for those seeking genuine insights rather than dramatized fiction.

The use of personal anecdotes, detailed accounts of meetings, and descriptions of Mafia
rituals adds richness to the narrative. However, readers should approach the
autobiography with a critical eye, recognizing that it reflects Bonanno’s perspective and
serves to justify his actions to some extent.

Pros and Cons of the Autobiography

Pros: Provides an insider’s perspective on Mafia operations; deep exploration of the
Mafia code of honor; contextualizes the immigrant experience; valuable historical
document.

Cons: Potential bias as a self-serving narrative; omission of certain criminal
activities; limited external corroboration of some events.

Impact and Legacy

Since its release, *a man of honor the autobiography joseph bonanno* has influenced both
academic research and popular culture’s understanding of organized crime. It serves as a
primary source for scholars studying the Mafia’s structure and culture. Moreover, its
detailed portrayal of the Mafia’s internal codes has informed numerous crime novels,
films, and documentaries.

The autobiography also sparked debate regarding the glamorization versus condemnation
of mob life. Bonanno’s depiction of himself as a man bound by honor, despite his criminal



acts, challenges readers to grapple with moral ambiguity.

In the context of SEO, the book remains a frequently referenced work for keywords such
as “Joseph Bonanno autobiography,” “Mafia memoirs,” “organized crime leadership,” and
“Mafia code of honor.” Its continued relevance is a testament to the enduring fascination
with Mafia history and the human stories behind it.

---

*a man of honor the autobiography joseph bonanno* offers a profound and multifaceted
look at one of the most secretive worlds in modern history. Through its detailed
recounting of power struggles, codes of conduct, and the immigrant saga, the book
transcends mere criminal biography to become a significant cultural and historical
artifact. While it demands a discerning readership aware of its subjective nature, it
undeniably enriches the discourse on crime, loyalty, and identity in 20th-century America.
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  a man of honor the autobiography joseph bonanno: A Man of Honor Joseph Bonanno,
Sergio Lalli, 1984 Friendships, connections, family ties, trust, loyalty, obedience-this was the 'glue'
that held us together. These were the principles that the greatest Mafia Boss if Bosses, Joseph
Bonnano, lived by. Born in Castellammare del Golfo, Sicily, Bonnano found his future amid the
whiskey-running, riotous streets of Prohibition America in 1924, when he illegally entered the
United States to pursue his dreams. By the age of only twenty-six, Bonnano became a Don. He would
eventually take over the New York underworld, igniting the Castellammarese War, one of the
bloodiest Family battles ever to hit New York City... Now, in this candid and stunning memoir, Joe
Bonanno-likely a model for Don Corleone in the blockbuster movie The Godfather-takes readers
inside the world of the real Mafia. He reveals the inner workings of New York's Five
Families-Bonanno, Gambino, Profaci, Lucchese, and Genovese-and uncovers how the Mafia not only
dominated local businesses, but also influenced national politics. A fascinating glimpse into the
world of crime, A Man of Honor is an unforgettable account of one of the most powerful crime
figures in America's history.
  a man of honor the autobiography joseph bonanno: Corrupt Histories Emmanuel Kreike,
William C. Jordan, 2004 Corruption is a preoccupation of governments and societies across place
and time, from the 18th-19th Century British, Chinese, and Iberian empires to 20th Century Nazi
Germany, Russia, the United States, and India. This study offers three different perspectives on
corruption. The first chapters highlight corrupt practices, taking as a point of departure a
technocratic definition of corruption. The second part of the book views corruption through the lens
of discourses of corruption, revealing that accusations of corruption have been employed as tools,
often in the context of contestations of power. The essays in the third part of the book treat
corruption as a process, taking into account its causes and effects and their impact on society,
economics, and politics. Contributors: Jeremy Adelman, Virginie Coulloudon, William Doyle, Diego
Gambetta, Norman J. W. Goda, Robert Gregg, Michael Johnston, William Chester Jordan, Emmanuel
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Kreike, Vinod Pavarala, Dilip Simeon, Pierre-Etienne Will, David Witwer, Philip Woodfine William
Chester Jordan is Professor of History at Princeton University; Emmanuel Kreike is Assistant
Professor of African History and Director of the African Studies Program at Princeton University
  a man of honor the autobiography joseph bonanno: G. T. Harrell, 2008-09 Seldom, if ever,
has a writer been given access to a former major drug dealer in the Mafia underworld and three
generations of family members that followed. After nearly two years of interviews and subsequent
research, it has been discovered that a close relative of the family was one of the most powerful
figures in the Mafia from the 1940s to the mid 1990s, yet his identity until now has never been
revealed. He was the consigliere for all of the American Mafia. The book tells in detail the life and
times of a family who escaped the threat of Fascism in Sicily at the turn of the century and the rise
of one of the children to a major figure in the Mob. Another sibling returned from a tragic life in an
orphanage only to become an adept criminal. He ultimately spent twenty years off and on in prison
with the Whos Who of the Mafia, men who became friends and had secret stories to tell. After
prison, he became one of the pioneers of Off Off Broadway in NYC and later was responsible for the
regeneration of Little Italy in the Lower East Side of NYC. The book details the influence and
protection afforded later generations of the family to this day. It offers a unique insight into the real
life of people during this 100 year period. Myths about the Mob are disclosed and inaccuracies in the
history of the Mafia are corrected. It is a very compelling epic true story. It is a book you will not be
able to put down. Look on www.mafiasecretjudge.com for further details.
  a man of honor the autobiography joseph bonanno: Heroin, Organized Crime, and the
Making of Modern Turkey Ryan Gingeras, 2018-01-26 Heroin, Organized Crime, and the Making
of Modern Turkey explores the history of organized crime in Turkey and the roles which gangs and
gangsters have played in the making of the Turkish state and Turkish politics. Turkey's underworld,
which has been at the heart of several devastating scandals over the last several decades, is strongly
tied to the country's long history of opium production and heroin trafficking. As an industry at the
centre of the Ottoman Empire's long transition into the modern Turkish Republic, as important as
the silk road had been in earlier centuries, the modern rise of the opium and heroin trade helped to
solidify and complicate long-standing relationships between state officials and criminal syndicates.
Such relationships produced not only ongoing patterns of corruption, but helped fuel and enable
repeated acts of state violence. Drawing upon new archival sources from the United States and
Turkey, including declassified documents from the Prime Minister's Archives of the Republic of
Turkey and the Central Intelligence Agency, Heroin, Organized Crime, and the Making of Modern
Turkey provides a critical window into how a handful of criminal syndicates played supporting roles
in the making of national security politics in the contemporary Turkey. The rise of the 'Turkish
mafia', from its origins in the late Ottoman period to its role in the 'deep state' revealed by the
so-called Susurluk and Ergenekon scandals, is a story that mirrors troubling elements in the
republic's establishment and emphasizes the transnational and comparative significance of narcotics
and gangs in the country's past.
  a man of honor the autobiography joseph bonanno: Wrongly Executed? - The
Long-forgotten Context of Charles Sberna's 1939 Electrocution Thomas Hunt, 2016-11-11 Was
Charles Sberna wrongly convicted of the murder of Police Officer John H.A. Wilson? Was an innocent
man sent to the electric chair in 1939? What reasons could the authorities have had for refusing to
consider alternatives and rushing Sberna into Sing Sing Prison's death device? 'Wrongly Executed?'
provides the details and historical background of the Sberna case. The story is a complex and
controversial one, involving celebrity attorneys, Mafia bosses, violent political radicals, media giants
and ruthless establishment figures, all set in a period in which Americans sought stability and
government-imposed order after years of political upheaval, economic depression and Prohibition
Era lawlessness.
  a man of honor the autobiography joseph bonanno: Borgata Louis Ferrante, 2024-01-02 A
riveting history of the Mafia from 1860s Sicily to 1960s America—as narrated by a former heist
expert and Gambino family mobster. The mafia has long held a powerful sway over our collective



cultural imagination. But how many of us truly understand how a clandestine Sicilian criminal
organization came to exert its influence over nearly every level of American society? In Borgata: Rise
of Empire, former mobster Louis Ferrante pulls back the curtain on the criminal organization that
transformed America. From the potent political cauldron of nineteenth-century Sicily to New
Orleans, New York and the gangster paradise of Las Vegas, Ferrante traces the social, economic,
and political forces that powered the mafia’s unstoppable rise. Ferrante’s vivid portrayal of early
American mobsters—Lucky Luciano, Vito Genovese, Frank Costello, and Meyer Lansky—fills in
crucial gaps of the mafia narrative to deliver the most comprehensive account yet of the world’s
most famous criminal fraternity. Borgata: Rise of Empire—the first in a three-volume epic history—is
a groundbreaking achievement from a man who has seen it all from the inside. In this masterful
accomplishment, Ferrante takes the reader from the mafia’s inauspicious beginnings to the height of
their power as the most influential criminal network in the country.
  a man of honor the autobiography joseph bonanno: The Social History of Crime and
Punishment in America: A-De Wilbur R. Miller, 2012-08-10 This comprehensive and authoratative
four-volume work surveys the history and philosophy of crime, punishment, and criminal justice
institutions in America from colonial times to the present.
  a man of honor the autobiography joseph bonanno: To Kill a Country Pamela J. Ray,
2006-05-01
  a man of honor the autobiography joseph bonanno: Organized Crime in Our Times Jay S.
Albanese, 2014-09-25 Provides readers with an understanding of organized crime, including its
definition and causes, how it is categorized under the law, models to explain its persistence, and the
criminal justice response to organized crime, including investigation, prosecution, defense, and
sentencing.
  a man of honor the autobiography joseph bonanno: The Sinatra Club Sal Polisi, Salvatore
Polisi, Steve Dougherty, 2014-02-25 An insider's account of the downfall of the New York mob
profiles organized crime at the height of its influence while recounting the author's participation in
several lucrative heists and relating his decision to become a federal informant.
  a man of honor the autobiography joseph bonanno: Organized Crime: Oxford
Bibliographies Online Research Guide Jay S. Albanese, 2010-05 This ebook is a selective guide
designed to help scholars and students of criminology find reliable sources of information by
directing them to the best available scholarly materials in whatever form or format they appear from
books, chapters, and journal articles to online archives, electronic data sets, and blogs. Written by a
leading international authority on the subject, the ebook provides bibliographic information
supported by direct recommendations about which sources to consult and editorial commentary to
make it clear how the cited sources are interrelated related. A reader will discover, for instance, the
most reliable introductions and overviews to the topic, and the most important publications on
various areas of scholarly interest within this topic. In criminology, as in other disciplines,
researchers at all levels are drowning in potentially useful scholarly information, and this guide has
been created as a tool for cutting through that material to find the exact source you need. This
ebook is a static version of an article from Oxford Bibliographies Online: Criminology, a dynamic,
continuously updated, online resource designed to provide authoritative guidance through
scholarship and other materials relevant to the study and practice of criminology. Oxford
Bibliographies Online covers most subject disciplines within the social science and humanities, for
more information visit www.aboutobo.com.
  a man of honor the autobiography joseph bonanno: Organized Crime Jay S. Albanese,
2014-11-20 Organized Crime: From the Mob to Transnational Organized Crime, Seventh Edition,
provides readers with a clear understanding of organized crime, including its definition and causes,
how it is categorized under the law, models to explain its persistence, and the criminal justice
response to organized crime, including investigation, prosecution, defense, and sentencing. This
book offers a comprehensive survey, including an extensive history of the Mafia in the United States;
a legal analysis of the offenses that underlie organized crimes; specific attention to modern



manifestations of organized crime activity, such as human smuggling, Internet crimes, and other
transnational criminal operations; and the application of ethics to the study of organized crime. A
new section has been added on threat assessment in organized crime. Chapters are enhanced by
updated photos, tables, charts, and critical thinking exercises that help students apply concepts to
actual organized crime cases. Every chapter includes two student-friendly special features:
Organized Crime Biography and Organized Crime at the Movies. A glossary gives students a quick
reference for looking up important definitions of organized crime-related terms, and a Timeline of
Organized Crime in the United States highlights important events in the history of organized crime.
  a man of honor the autobiography joseph bonanno: An Introduction to Organized Crime in
the United States , 1993
  a man of honor the autobiography joseph bonanno: King of the Godfathers: Anthony M.
DeStefano, 2008-06-01 The Last Of The Old-World Mob Bosses--And The Ultimate Betrayal For more
than twenty years, Joseph Big Joey Massino ran what was called the largest criminal network in the
U.S., employing over two hundred and fifty made men and untold numbers of associates. The
Bonanno family was responsible for over thirty murders, even killing a dozen of its own members to
enforce discipline and settle scores. He would be brought down by Salvatore Good Looking Sal
Vitale, the underboss who was not only Massino's closest and most trusted friend, but also his
brother-in-law. In the end, facing the death penalty and the prospect of leaving his family penniless,
Massino started talking to the FBI--the first Mafia Godfather to break the sacred code of omerta, and
the end of a centuries-old tradition. Written by Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter Anthony DeStefano,
who interviewed Massino's family and friends as well as law enforcement officials and confidential
sources, King of the Godfathers is the story of the brutal mob war that made Massino head of the
Bonanno family and the most powerful gangster in America. The best and last word on the subject.
--Jerry Capeci, Gangland News.com and bestselling co-author of Murder Machine With 16 Pages of
Revealing Photos! Anthony Destefano was part of the team of New York Newsday reporters who won
the 1992 Pulitzer Prize for coverage of the August 1991 subway crash in Manhattan. He covers
organized crime for Newsday and was the lead reporter on several major criminal trials, including
that of subway gunman Bernhard Goetz. He lives in New Jersey.
  a man of honor the autobiography joseph bonanno: Prohibition Gangsters Marc Mappen,
2013-06-06 Master story teller Marc Mappen applies a generational perspective to the gangsters of
the Prohibition era—men born in the quarter century span from 1880 to 1905—who came to power
with the Eighteenth Amendment. On January 16, 1920, the Eighteenth Amendment to the
Constitution went into effect in the United States, “outlawing the manufacture, sale, or
transportation of intoxicating liquors.” A group of young criminals from immigrant backgrounds in
cities around the nation stepped forward to disobey the law of the land in order to provide alcohol to
thirsty Americans. Today the names of these young men—Al Capone, Lucky Luciano, Dutch Schultz,
Legs Diamond, Nucky Johnson—are more familiar than ever, thanks in part to such cable programs
as Boardwalk Empire. Here, Mappen strips way the many myths and legends from television and
movies to describe the lives these gangsters lived and the battles they fought. Placing their criminal
activities within the context of the issues facing the nation, from the Great Depression, government
crackdowns, and politics to sexual morality, immigration, and ethnicity, he also recounts what befell
this villainous group as the decades unwound. Making use of FBI and other government files, trial
transcripts, and the latest scholarship, the book provides a lively narrative of shootouts, car chases,
courtroom clashes, wire tapping, and rub-outs in the roaring 1920s, the Depression of the 1930s,
and beyond. Mappen asserts that Prohibition changed organized crime in America. Although their
activities were mercenary and violent, and they often sought to kill one another, the Prohibition
generation built partnerships, assigned territories, and negotiated treaties, however short lived.
They were able to transform the loosely associated gangs of the pre-Prohibition era into
sophisticated, complex syndicates. In doing so, they inspired an enduring icon—the gangster—in
American popular culture and demonstrated the nation’s ideals of innovation and initiative. View a
three minute video of Marc Mappen speaking about Prohibition Gangsters.



  a man of honor the autobiography joseph bonanno: Traditional Organized Crime in the
Modern World Dina Siegel, Henk van de Bunt, 2012-03-23 Despite strenuous efforts from local,
national, and international law enforcement, organized crime continues to thrive and prosper—even
centuries-old crime outfits are surviving the global forces of mass migration and multinational
business and finance. From traditional gangland enterprises such as narcotics, gambling, and
prostitution, the world’s mafias have moved into new sources of illegal income, including high-tech
arms smuggling, money laundering, and identity fraud. Traditional Crime in the Modern World
tracks these organizations—the Italian and Mexican mafias, Columbian drug cartels, Chinese triads,
and others—across five continents as they adapt to change, and assesses their prospects in the short
and long term. World events such as the collapse of the Soviet Union and the 9/11 terror attacks are
discussed in the context of contributing to emerging markets for illicit goods and services, and to
evolving partnerships among criminal entities. This timely volume: • Provides a comprehensive
overview of how mafia-like structures function today. • Analyzes in depth national crime situations
with global implications. • Examines the migration of organized crime groups and their operations in
their new countries. • Gauges the influence of digital and other technologies on organized crime. •
Where applicable, notes the links between organized crime and national political institutions. •
Describes the impact of the global financial crisis on crime organizations. Concise, compelling, and
deeply documented, Traditional Crime in the Modern World is an eye-opening resource for
researchers in Criminology and Criminal Justice, particularly with an interest in organized crime and
trafficking, as well as related topics of Demography, Political Science, and International Relations.
  a man of honor the autobiography joseph bonanno: Notorious New Jersey Jon Blackwell,
2007-10-29 Notorious New Jersey is the definitive guide to murder, mayhem, the mob, and
corruption in the Garden State. With tabloid punch, Jon Blackwell tells riveting accounts of
Alexander Hamilton falling mortally wounded on the dueling grounds of Weehawken; Dutch Schultz
getting pumped full of lead in the men’s room of the Palace Chop House in Newark; and a gang of
Islamic terrorists in Jersey City mixing the witch’s brew of explosives that became the first bomb to
rock the World Trade Center. Along with these dramatic stories are tales of lesser-known oddities,
such as the nineteenth-century murderer whose skin was turned into leather souvenirs, and the
state senator from Jersey City who faked his death in a scuba accident in the 1970s in an effort to
avoid prison. Blackwell also sheds light on some historical whodunits—was Bruno Hauptmann really
guilty of kidnapping the Lindbergh baby? Who was behind the anthrax attacks of 2001? Not
forgotten either are notorious characters who may actually be innocent, including Rubin
“Hurricane” Carter, and those who have never been convicted of wrongdoing although they left
office in scandal, including Robert Torricelli and James McGreevey. Through 100 historic true-crime
tales that span over 300 years of history, Blackwell shows readers a side of New Jersey that would
make even the Sopranos shudder.
  a man of honor the autobiography joseph bonanno: The Kennedy Brothers Richard D.
Mahoney, 2011-05-01 Eight years apart in age, John F. and Robert F. Kennedy were wildly different
in temperament and sensibility. Jack was the leader—charismatic, ironic, capable of extraordinary
growth and reach, yet also reckless. Bobby was the fearless, hardworking Boy Scout—unafraid of
dirty work and ruthless about protecting his brother and destroying their enemies. Jack, it was said,
was the first Irish Brahman, Bobby the last Irish Puritan. As Richard D. Mahoney demonstrates with
brilliant clarity in this impeccably documented, magisterial book, the Kennedys lived their days of
power in dangerous, trackless territory. Mahoney gives us the Kennedy days and years as we have
never before seen them. Here are Jack and Bobby in all their hubris and humanity, youthfulness and
fatalism. Here, also, is American history as it unfolds. With a new foreword by David Talbot, The
Kennedy Brothers is a masterful account of two men whose legacy continues to hold the American
imagination.
  a man of honor the autobiography joseph bonanno: Vinnitta: The Birth of the Detroit Mafia
Daniel Waugh, 2019-04-04 From the Author of Off Color: The Violent History of Detroit's Notorious
Purple Gang It was the winter of 1919, and it was the height of a gang war the Motor City hadn't



seen before. Detroit's Mafia family had split into two factions, both vying to not only avenge ancient
wrongs but also gain control of the city's lucrative illegal alcohol trade at the dawn of Prohibition. In
Vìnnitta, author Daniel Waugh offers an in-depth account of the formation of the Detroit Mafia and
how they grew from a small band of Sicilian immigrants into one of the most powerful criminal sects.
He shares how the mafia infiltrated the Detroit business community and established themselves in
illegal rackets ranging from extortion, auto theft, bootlegging, burglary, and construction
racketeering. The story is told through the eyes of not only the gangsters themselves, but also those
of an undertaker forced to prepare many of his friends for burial after their murders.
  a man of honor the autobiography joseph bonanno: The Most Evil Mobsters in History
Lauren Carter, 2004 A fascinating study of fifteen of America's 'most wanted' mobsters--Page 4 of
cover. During the 1920s and 1930s, U.S. cities such as New York and Chicago were at the mercy of
bands of mobsters--violent criminals affiliated to organized-crime rings who made illegal fortunes
from gambling, prostitution, contract killings, abortions, labor union kickbacks, protection rackets,
bribery, corruption and, during the Prohibition era, bootlegging. While the Italian Mafia was the
largest and most powerful, other ethnic groups had similar organizations, most notably the Jews and
the Irish. Mobsters belonged to a hierarchical structure organized like a corporation, hence the
name syndicate. The different gangs often clashed violently in vicious territorial turf wars. While
their business interests and tactics have changed over the years, many of the organizations
established in the gangsters' heyday prior to the Second World War still live on today under other
names. This book contains profiles of fifteen of the most notorious mobsters.--From publisher
description
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