karl barth dogmatics in outline

Karl Barth Dogmatics in Outline: A Guide to His Theological Masterpiece

karl barth dogmatics in outline offers an engaging pathway into the complex
and profound world of one of the 20th century’s most influential theologians.
Barth’s dogmatics represent a monumental effort to rethink Christian theology
in the aftermath of modernity's challenges, and an outline can help us
navigate his dense, yet deeply meaningful, theological framework. Whether
you’'re a student of theology, a curious reader, or someone interested in
Christian thought, understanding the structure of Barth’s dogmatics can
illuminate the core themes of his work and how he revolutionized Protestant
theology.

Understanding Karl Barth and His Theological
Context

Before diving into the outline of Karl Barth’s dogmatics, it’s important to
grasp who Barth was and the historical backdrop that shaped his thinking.
Karl Barth (1886-1968) was a Swiss Reformed theologian who emerged as a
leading voice against liberal theology’s optimism and reliance on human
reason. His work is often seen as a return to a Christ-centered, revelation-
based theology that emphasizes God’s transcendence and grace.

Barth’s theology was largely a response to the crises of his time, including
World War I, which challenged the assumptions of human progress and
rationality prevalent in liberal theology. His seminal work, *Church
Dogmatics*, is a multi-volume exploration of Christian doctrine that seeks to
articulate faith in a way that is both faithful to Scripture and relevant to
contemporary issues.

Karl Barth Dogmatics in Outline: The Structure
of Church Dogmatics

At its core, Barth’s dogmatics is a systematic theology, but unlike
traditional systems, it is highly dynamic and deeply rooted in the revelation
of God through Jesus Christ. Here is a broad outline to help you understand
the architecture of his work:

1. The Doctrine of the Word of God

Barth begins with the Word of God because, for him, theology must start where
God reveals Himself. The Word of God is not just Scripture; it encompasses
three forms:

e The Revealed Word: Jesus Christ, the living Word of God, who is the
ultimate revelation.



e The Written Word: The Bible, through which God’s revelation is mediated.

e The Proclaimed Word: The preaching and proclamation of the church, where
the Word is encountered today.

This section underlines Barth’s rejection of natural theology and his
insistence that knowledge of God comes exclusively through divine self-
disclosure.

2. The Doctrine of God

Following the Word of God, Barth outlines the nature and being of God. Here,
he stresses:

e God’' s Sovereignty: God is utterly transcendent and sovereign over
creation.

e The Trinity: God is triune—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—each person
distinct yet one God.

e God’' s Freedom and Election: God freely chooses to reveal Himself and to
establish a covenant with humanity.

This section is crucial for understanding Barth’s emphasis on God’s
initiative in salvation and the relational nature of God as revealed in the
Trinity.

3. The Doctrine of Creation

In this part of the dogmatics, Barth explores the created order. His approach
is unique in that he always views creation through the lens of God’s freedom
and grace rather than as a fixed entity:

e Creation as God’s Act: Creation is a free act of God, not a necessity.

e The Goodness of Creation: Despite the fall, creation remains
fundamentally good because it is God’s handiwork.

e The Relationship Between God and Creation: Creation depends entirely on
God’s sustaining power.

Barth’s treatment of creation challenges both pantheistic and deistic views,
pointing instead to a God who is both Creator and Redeemer.



4. The Doctrine of Reconciliation

This section is often considered the heart of Barth’s dogmatics. It focuses
on how humanity is reconciled to God through Jesus Christ:

e Jesus Christ as the Reconciler: Christ’s life, death, and resurrection
are the basis of reconciliation.

e The Role of Atonement: Barth emphasizes the substitutionary atonement
where Christ takes on the sin of the world.

e Faith and Grace: Reconciliation is accessed through faith, which is
itself a gift from God’s grace.

Barth’s view on reconciliation reshapes traditional understandings by
centering it firmly on divine initiative rather than human effort.

5. The Doctrine of Redemption

Closely tied to reconciliation is the doctrine of redemption, which details
the implications of Jesus’ saving work:

e Redemption as Liberation: Humanity is freed from sin’s bondage.

e The Role of the Holy Spirit: The Spirit applies the work of Christ to
believers.

e Sanctification and New Life: The redeemed live in a new relationship
with God, empowered by grace.

Barth’s emphasis here is on the transformative power of God’s grace, which
renews the entire person.

Key Themes in Karl Barth Dogmatics in Outline

To fully appreciate Barth’s theological vision, it helps to highlight some of
the recurring themes throughout his dogmatics:

Christocentrism

At every turn, Barth insists that theology must be centered on Christ. Jesus
is the definitive Word of God, and all doctrines must be understood in
relation to Him. This Christocentric focus sets Barth apart from many of his
contemporaries, who often prioritized abstract theological concepts or human
experience.



The Priority of Revelation

Barth’s dogmatics emphasize that God’s self-revelation is the foundation of
all theological knowledge. Unlike natural theology, which tries to find God
through reason or nature, Barth insists that only God’s direct revealing in
Christ counts as true knowledge of God.

The Dialectical Method

Barth employs a dialectical approach, holding paradoxes in tension rather
than resolving them prematurely. For example, God is both transcendent and
immanent; humanity is both sinful and called to holiness. This method invites
readers to wrestle with theological mysteries rather than simplify them.

Critique of Liberal Theology

Throughout his dogmatics, Barth critiques liberal theology’s optimism about
human reason and progress. He reorients theology around the sovereignty and
freedom of God rather than human achievement.

Tips for Studying Karl Barth Dogmatics

Engaging with Karl Barth’s dogmatics can be daunting due to its depth and
complexity. Here are some helpful tips:

1. Start with Secondary Literature: Introductory books and guides can
provide helpful context and summaries before diving into Barth’s own
writing.

2. Focus on Key Volumes: Barth’s *Church Dogmatics* spans multiple volumes;
beginning with the Doctrine of the Word of God (Volume 1) can ground
your understanding.

3. Take Time to Reflect: Barth’s dialectical style means you’ll benefit
from pausing to wrestle with difficult concepts.

4. Engage in Discussion: Talking about Barth'’s ideas with others can deepen
your insight and reveal new perspectives.

5. Keep Christ at the Center: Remember Barth’s own emphasis—always bring
your study back to Jesus Christ as the heart of theology.

Relevance of Karl Barth Dogmatics Today

Even decades after its publication, Barth’s dogmatics continues to influence
theology, preaching, and Christian thought worldwide. In an age often marked
by skepticism and relativism, Barth’s robust affirmation of God’s revelation



in Christ offers a compelling alternative. His insistence on divine grace,
human dependency on God, and the centrality of Christ speaks powerfully to
contemporary believers seeking depth and authenticity in faith.

Moreover, Barth'’s theology encourages a humble approach to knowledge about
God—one that acknowledges mystery and divine freedom rather than demanding
certainty or human control. For pastors, theologians, and laypeople alike,
engaging with Karl Barth dogmatics in outline form provides a valuable
roadmap to one of the richest theological traditions of modern Christianity.

Exploring Barth’s dogmatics is more than an academic exercise; it’s a journey
into the heart of Christian faith, inviting readers into a conversation about
God’s self-revelation, the nature of salvation, and the profound mystery of
grace. Whether you approach it as a student or a spiritual seeker, Barth’s
dogmatics in outline form offers clarity and depth that continue to resonate
today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Karl Barth Dogmatics in Outline' about?

'Karl Barth Dogmatics in Outline' is a concise summary of Karl Barth's major
theological work, outlining his views on Christian doctrine, particularly
focusing on the nature of God, Christology, and revelation.

Who authored 'Karl Barth Dogmatics in Outline'?

The book was authored by G. W. Bromiley, who aimed to provide an accessible
introduction to Karl Barth's complex theological ideas.

Why is 'Karl Barth Dogmatics in Outline' significant
for theology students?
It serves as a clear and concise guide to Barth's theology, making it easier

for students to grasp his key concepts without navigating his more extensive
and challenging volumes.

How does Karl Barth view revelation in 'Dogmatics in
Outline'?
Barth emphasizes that revelation is God's self-disclosure through Jesus

Christ, and it is only through this divine revelation that humans can truly
know God.

What is the structure of 'Karl Barth Dogmatics in
Outline'?
The book is structured to follow the major themes of Barth's theology,

including the doctrine of God, creation, Christology, reconciliation, and the
Holy Spirit.



Does 'Karl Barth Dogmatics in Outline' cover Barth's
doctrine of the Word of God?

Yes, it highlights Barth's understanding of the Word of God as both Jesus
Christ himself and the Bible as the witness to Christ.

How accessible is 'Karl Barth Dogmatics in Outline'
compared to Barth's original works?

It is much more accessible, designed as an introductory text that simplifies
Barth's dense theological language while accurately representing his ideas.

What role does Christology play in 'Karl Barth
Dogmatics in Outline'?

Christology is central, as Barth sees Jesus Christ as the definitive
revelation of God and the cornerstone of Christian faith and theology.

Can 'Karl Barth Dogmatics in Outline' be used for
academic research?

While it is a helpful overview, for in-depth academic research, scholars
usually refer to Barth's original multi-volume 'Church Dogmatics' for
comprehensive analysis.

How does 'Karl Barth Dogmatics in Outline' address
the concept of the Trinity?

The outline explains Barth's Trinitarian theology, emphasizing the relational
nature of God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and their roles in revelation
and redemption.

Additional Resources

Karl Barth Dogmatics in Outline: An Analytical Review of His Theological
Framework

karl barth dogmatics in outline represents a foundational exploration into
one of the 20th century’s most influential theological systems. Barth’s
dogmatics, particularly as articulated in his monumental work "Church
Dogmatics, " reshaped Protestant theology by challenging prevailing liberal
theological trends and re-centering Christian doctrine on the revelation of
God in Jesus Christ. This article undertakes a comprehensive and analytical
review of Karl Barth’s dogmatics in outline form, highlighting key themes,
structural elements, and the ongoing relevance of his theological method.

Understanding Karl Barth’s Dogmatics in Outline

Karl Barth’s dogmatics is a systematic theological project aimed at
articulating the Christian faith in its entirety, grounded in the self-
revelation of God. His theology is deeply rooted in the context of post-World



War I Europe, responding critically to both modernist rationalism and natural
theology. At the core of Barth’s dogmatics is the conviction that God’s
revelation is the sole source and norm of Christian doctrine, a stance that
redefined ecclesial and academic approaches to theology.

The outline of Barth’s dogmatics can be broadly divided into several
interconnected sections, reflecting the structure of his "Church Dogmatics":

e The Doctrine of the Word of God - exploring how God reveals Himself
through Scripture, Jesus Christ, and preaching.

e The Doctrine of God - focusing on the nature, attributes, and triune
existence of God.

e The Doctrine of Creation - dealing with God’s creation, humanity, and
the problem of sin.

e The Doctrine of Reconciliation - addressing salvation history through
Jesus Christ’s work.

e The Doctrine of Redemption - concerning the application of salvation in
the life of the believer and the church.

This structure not only facilitates a systematic examination but also
underscores Barth’s commitment to a Christocentric theology, where every
doctrinal point ultimately relates back to the person and work of Jesus
Christ.

The Doctrine of the Word of God: Foundation of
Revelation

One of the most distinctive features of Karl Barth’s dogmatics in outline 1is
his treatment of the Word of God. Barth categorically rejects the idea that
God can be known through human reason or natural theology. Instead, he posits
a triadic understanding of the Word:

1. The Revealing Word: God’s self-disclosure in Jesus Christ, who is the
"Word made flesh."

2. The Written Word: Holy Scripture as the witness to the revelation in
Christ.

3. The Preached Word: The proclamation of the gospel, through which the
Word is made present today.

This triadic model is crucial for understanding Barth’s dogmatics because it
limits theology to a responsive discipline—one that listens to God’s
revelation rather than constructs human religious systems. This approach
contrasts sharply with liberal theology’s reliance on human experience and
reason.



The Doctrine of God: Emphasizing Divine Sovereignty
and Trinity

Barth’s outline of the Doctrine of God is characterized by a profound
emphasis on the freedom and sovereignty of God. Rejecting anthropocentric
projections, Barth insists that God must be understood on God’s own terms,
revealed in the triune nature of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. This
trinitarian framework forms the backbone of Barth’s dogmatics, influencing
his views on creation, revelation, and redemption.

In particular, Barth’s focus on the "threefold form of the Word of God" is
intimately connected with his trinitarian doctrine. The Father is the source,
the Son is the Word revealed, and the Spirit is the agent who applies this
revelation to believers. This dynamic interplay shapes Barth’s theological
method and contrasts with more static classical theism.

The Doctrine of Creation and Sin: Humanity’s Place in
Barth’s Theology

Karl Barth’s dogmatics in outline addresses creation not merely as an event
but as an ongoing relational reality founded upon God’s freedom and grace. He
rejects deterministic or deistic interpretations, emphasizing that humanity
is created in the image of God yet marred by sin. His theology of sin is
particularly notable for its articulation of human fallenness as a radical
estrangement from God, which necessitates divine intervention.

What distinguishes Barth’s approach here is his rejection of the optimistic
anthropology prevalent in liberal theology. He views sin as a profound
rupture that only God’s initiative in Christ can overcome, highlighting the
necessity of grace and divine reconciliation.

The Doctrine of Reconciliation: The Centrality of
Christ

Perhaps the most vital section of Karl Barth’s dogmatics in outline is his
doctrine of reconciliation, which centers explicitly on Jesus Christ as the
decisive revelation of God’s grace and justice. Barth’s Christology is robust
and nuanced, affirming the full divinity and humanity of Christ and His role
as mediator between God and creation.

Barth challenges any notion that human beings can achieve salvation through
their own efforts or moral progress. Instead, the work of reconciliation is
entirely divine, accomplished historically through Christ’s life, death, and
resurrection. This doctrine becomes the hinge upon which all other
theological reflections turn, making Barth’s dogmatics resolutely
Christocentric.

Impact and Critiques of Barth’s Dogmatics

Karl Barth’s dogmatics have been praised for their rigorous scriptural
fidelity and their challenge to theological liberalism. Many theologians



appreciate his emphasis on the sovereignty of God and the centrality of
Christ, which revitalized orthodox theology in the 20th century. His
method—dialectical and anti-systematic in some respects—invites continual
reflection rather than static doctrinal formulations.

However, Barth’s work is not without critique. Some scholars argue that his
heavy reliance on revelation risks sidelining human experience and historical
context. Others take issue with the dense and sometimes inaccessible style of
his writing, which can be daunting for students and pastors alike.
Furthermore, his rejection of natural theology remains controversial,
especially in interfaith and ecumenical dialogues.

e Pros:
o Strong emphasis on the authority of Scripture and Christ.

o Refusal to conflate human reason with divine revelation.

o A renewed focus on the Trinity and grace.

e Cons:
o Complex and challenging prose style.

o Limited engagement with contemporary scientific and philosophical
developments.

o Potentially exclusionary stance toward natural theology.

Relevance of Karl Barth Dogmatics in
Contemporary Theology

In the current landscape of theological discourse, Karl Barth’s dogmatics in
outline remains a pivotal reference point. His insistence on the primacy of
divine revelation challenges theological relativism and encourages a renewed
focus on the gospel. Contemporary theologians often engage with Barth’s work
to navigate tensions between tradition and modernity, faith and reason.

Moreover, Barth’s dogmatics inform various fields such as systematic
theology, biblical studies, and pastoral ministry. His approach encourages
theologians to wrestle with the dynamic nature of God’s self-disclosure and
the ongoing task of interpreting Scripture faithfully.

While some argue that Barth’s framework requires adaptation to address issues
like pluralism, gender, and ecological concerns, the foundational elements of
his dogmatics continue to offer a robust framework for understanding
Christian faith in a complex world.

Exploring Karl Barth dogmatics in outline thus reveals a rich theological
tradition that challenges scholars and believers alike to reconsider the



nature of God, revelation, and salvation in profound ways. Through its
systematic scope and Christ-centered focus, Barth’s theology remains a vital
resource for those seeking a disciplined and faithful articulation of
Christian doctrine.
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before us as the greatest theologian of the twentieth century, yet the massive corpus of work which
he left behind, the multi volume Church Dogmatics, can seem daunting and formidable to readers
today. Fortunately his Dogmatics in Outline first published in English in 1949, contains in brilliantly
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karl barth dogmatics in outline: The Internal Foe Jeremy F. Worthen, 2008-12-18 The
relationship between Christianity and other religions is a vital issue in the world today. This book
provides a fresh perspective by exploring how Christian theology has been shaped over two
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reveal the classic framework to have been remarkably resilient, despite sometimes radical
adaptation, before, in and after modernity. The insights of Franz Rosenzweig about Judaism as
Christianity’s “internal foe” resonate deeply with the book’s historical analysis. Does this mean that
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interested in a particular Rabbit novel. Boswell devotes a chapter to each individual section of the
tetralogy. At the same time, he treats each novel as an integral part of the more comprehensive
whole. --Book Jacket.




karl barth dogmatics in outline: Educational Ministry in the Logic of the Spirit James E.
Loder, 2018-07-20 In November 2001, James E. Loder Jr., Professor of the Philosophy of Christian
Education for forty years at Princeton Theological Seminary, suddenly died. He was a creative and
profound thinker who had just completed a promising book. In it he developed a compelling
interdisciplinary model to disclose how the divine Spirit affirms, reconstitutes, and transforms the
human spirit to bring new energy and creativity into human experience. He called it redemptive
transformation. You now hold that book in your hands. Those who know Loder’s work are confident
that Educational Ministry in the Logic of the Spirit, though delayed for over fifteen years, will still
become the best introduction to his complex thought. More important, it offers the imaginative
means by which we may learn to attune ourselves and our faith communities to what God is doing in
our fractured, distracted, and self-destructive world to bring about a revolution of love—the fruit of
Christ’s Spirit and the center of our human vocation.

karl barth dogmatics in outline: Faith, Reason and the Existence of God Denys Turner,
2004-09-16 The proposition that the existence of God is demonstrable by rational argument is
doubted by nearly all philosophical opinion today and is thought by most Christian theologians to be
incompatible with Christian faith. This book argues that, on the contrary, there are reasons of faith
why in principle the existence of God should be thought rationally demonstrable and that it is
worthwhile revisiting the theology of Thomas Aquinas to see why this is so. The book further
suggests that philosophical objections to proofs of God's existence rely upon an attenuated and
impoverished conception of reason which theologians of all monotheistic traditions might wish to
reject. Denys Turner proposes that on a broader and deeper conception of it, human rationality is
open to the 'sacramental shape' of creation as such and in its exercise of rational proof of God it in
some way participates in that sacramentality of all things.

karl barth dogmatics in outline: How to Have an Enemy Melissa Florer-Bixler, 2021-06-20
Does Jesus’ call to love our enemies mean that we should remain silent in the face of injustice? Jesus
called us to love our enemies. But to befriend an enemy, we first have to acknowledge their
existence, understand who they are, and recognize the ways they are acting in opposition to God’s
good news. In How to Have an Enemy: Righteous Anger and the Work of Peace, Melissa
Florer-Bixler looks closely at what the Bible says about enemies—who they are, what they do, and
how Jesus and his followers responded to them. The result is a theology that allows us to name our
enemies as a form of truth-telling about ourselves, our communities, and the histories in which our
lives are embedded. Only then can we grapple with the power of the acts of destruction carried out
by our enemies, and invite them to lay down their enmity, opening a path for healing, reconciliation,
and unity. Jesus named and confronted his enemies as an essential part to loving them. In this
provocative book, Florer-Bixler calls us to do the same.
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culture in twentieth-century US theology and biblical studies. It points to the necessity of turning to
what Karl Barth has referred to as the strange new world within the Bible for any revitalization of
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evangelical theology. The study includes a historical overview underlying what Demetrion refers to
as the fundamentalist/modernist great divide, which continues to resonate powerfully in
contemporary US Protestant thought and culture. Demetrion offers an in-depth exploration of four
representative twentieth-century Protestant theologians and biblical scholars, spanning from the
conservative evangelical theology of J. I. Packer to the postliberal dialectical theology of Walter
Brueggemann. The book includes a chapter on the neo-orthodox legacy as a mediating resource in
bringing evangelical and postliberal theology into dialogue with the core issues of theology, biblical
hermeneutics, and religious culture. Demetrion concludes with a critically empathetic review of the
postliberal dialectical theology of Douglas J. Hall and the evangelical narrative theology of Richard
Lints. In linking evangelical, postliberal, and neo-orthodox theology to a common search for a vital
Protestant center, this book will facilitate fruitful dialogue among divergent schools of Protestant




thought and culture.

karl barth dogmatics in outline: Has the Church Replaced Israel? Michael J. Vlach, 2010 A
theological evaluation of replacement theology, the doctrine that suggests the church supersedes
the nation of Israel in God's plan revealed in the Old Testament.

karl barth dogmatics in outline: Renewal Theology John Rodman Williams, 1996 Renewal
Theology deals with the full range of Christian truth from within the charismatic tradition.
Previously published as three separate volumes, Renewal Theology represents the first exhaustive,
balanced articulation of charismatic theology. Renewal Theology discusses: Book One--God, the
World, and Redemption - Book Two--Salvation, the Holy Spirit, and Christian Living - Book
Three--The Church, the Kingdom, and Last Things. As theology, this work is an intellectual
achievement. But it is much more than that. The author urges the church to undertake its task of
theology in the proper spirit: - an attitude of prayer - a deepening sense of reverence - an
ever-increasing purity of heart - a spirit of growing love - a theological approach rooted in the glory
of God. Done in such a spirit, theology becomes a faithful and powerful witness to the living God.

karl barth dogmatics in outline: Being Saved Marc Cortez , Joshua R. Farris , S. Mark
Hamilton, 2018-08-30 With contributions from leading theologians and philosophers, Being Saved:
Explorations in Human Salvation brings together a series of essays on the major topics relating to
the doctrine of salvation. The book provides readers with a critical resource that consists of an
integrative philosophical-theological method, and will invigorate this much-needed discussion.
Contributors include Oliver Crisp (Fuller Theological Seminary) Paul Helm (Regent College,
Vancouver and Highland Theological College, Scotland) Joanna Leidenhag (University of Edinburgh)
Andrew Loke (Hong Kong University)

karl barth dogmatics in outline: God and the Excluded Joerg Rieger, Rieger offers an
enlightening way to understand the chief strands or options in theology today and a valuable
proposal for resituating theology around the crucial issue of inclusion. He sees four competing
vectors at work in Christian today's theology: Theology of Identity, Theology of Difference, Theology
and the Postmodern and Theology and the Underside.

karl barth dogmatics in outline: A Constructively Critical Conversation between Nonviolent
and Substitutionary Perspectives on Atonement Hojin Ahn, 2021-12-21 In the contemporary
theological world, traditional substitutionary accounts of Christ's atoning work have increasingly
come under criticism for what is said to be their propensity for encouraging violence by a variety of
theologians such as feminists, pacifists, and Girardians. Cur deus homo?, the question about God's
sovereign purpose in Christ's atoning work, is radically transposed into who killed Jesus? which is a
provocative inquiry into the ethical issues surrounding divine violence from the nonviolent
perspective of atonement. Nonetheless, in this monograph, contrary to their nonviolent intention,
you will witness that Brock, Schwager, and Weaver violently damage a holistic dimension of
atonement event under the human cause of the victim Jesus' crucifixion by evil. By contrast, you will
hear the harmonized voices of Anselm, Calvin, and Barth, who adamantly proclaim the incarnated
Son of God's sovereignty in his self-giving death for our salvation. Furthermore, it is through the
theological conversation between the opposite camps that you will realize how the anthropological
motifs of healing, scapegoat mechanism, and nonviolence are to be constructively engaged with the
Christological-cultic context of an evangelical doctrine of substitution. You will encounter the crux of
Christ's saving death for us.

karl barth dogmatics in outline: The Christian Doctrine of God Thomas Forsyth Torrance,
1996-01-01 The Trinity is grounded upon God's historical self-revelation in Jesus Christ. It is
presented in this work as teaching which is implicit in the New Testament revelation and in the
worship of the Early Church, rather than as a logical derivation from other aspects of Christian
doctrine. Adopting an holistic approach, Professor Torrance explains the inter-relatedness of the
three Persons - Father, Son the Holy Spirit - and their dynamic Communion in the Triune Being and
Nature of God. Combining immense academic range with new theological perspectives, Professor
Torrance expounds in a rigorous way the basic teaching of the ancient Catholic Church and builds a



significant bridge between ancient and modern, Catholic and Evangelical theology.

karl barth dogmatics in outline: Freedom A. van Egmond, Dirk van Keulen, 2019-12-30 The
International Reformed Theological Institute (IRTI) was founded in 1995. Its purpose is, above all, to
create a platform where Reformed theologians from all over the world can meet each other, get
acquainted with each other's work, discuss theological issues and stimulate each other in scholarly
theological research. Most of the articles in this volume which contains the contributions to the first
conference bear upon the theme of Freedom, and often do so in a very concrete way from the
perspective of the totally change political situation in the world. Next to these one finds other
scholarly theological contributions. The devotional contributions to the conference have been
included as well. Thus, not only does this volume provide us with reactions to the events of the last
few years on the part of a number of involved theologians, but it also offers a striking perspective on
the theological insights and spirituality of Reformed theologians all over the world. That is exactly
the purpose of this series of Studies in Reformed Theology.
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