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Armistead Maupin Tales of the Citys: Exploring the Iconic Series That
Captured San Francisco’s Spirit

armistead maupin tales of the citys is more than just a collection of novels;
it is a cultural phenomenon that has captured the essence of San Francisco
from the 1970s onward. This groundbreaking series, originally serialized in
newspapers, revolutionized queer literature and urban storytelling by
blending humor, drama, and social commentary in a way that resonated deeply
with readers. If you’re curious about what makes Armistead Maupin’s work so
enduring and influential, this deep dive into Tales of the City will offer
valuable insights and a richer appreciation for the series’ impact.

The Origins of Armistead Maupin Tales of the
Citys

When Armistead Maupin first introduced Tales of the City, it wasn’t through a
traditional novel format but as a serialized column in the San Francisco
Chronicle’s Sunday edition. Starting in 1974, the series followed a cast of
interconnected characters living in a boarding house at 28 Barbary Lane,
weaving their personal stories with the social and political changes sweeping
through San Francisco.

This serialized format allowed Maupin to respond quickly to current events
and incorporate real-life issues such as the burgeoning LGBTQ+ rights
movement, the AIDS crisis, and the shifting cultural landscape. The series
quickly gained a devoted following, not just for its entertaining plotlines
and quirky characters but for its honest and empathetic portrayal of people
on the margins of society.

The Boarding House at 28 Barbary Lane: A Microcosm of
Diversity

At the heart of Tales of the City is the boarding house itself, a vibrant
community hub that brings together an eclectic mix of tenants. From Mary Ann
Singleton, the innocent Midwesterner new to San Francisco, to Michael
Tolliver, affectionately known as “Mouse,” who navigates life as an openly
gay man, Maupin created characters that were relatable and groundbreaking for
their time.

The boarding house symbolizes a safe haven where diverse identities coexist
and flourish, reflecting the real-life inclusivity San Francisco aspired to
during the 1970s and beyond. By focusing on this microcosm, Maupin was able
to explore a wide array of topics including sexuality, friendship, family,
and resilience in an accessible and often humorous manner.

Why Armistead Maupin Tales of the Citys



Resonates Today

Despite being rooted in a specific time and place, the themes and characters
in Tales of the City continue to resonate with readers and viewers today. The
series is a celebration of community, acceptance, and the human spirit’s
ability to adapt and thrive.

Breaking Ground in LGBTQ+ Representation

One of the most significant contributions of Armistead Maupin’s work is its
pioneering representation of LGBTQ+ characters in mainstream literature. At a
time when queer narratives were often relegated to the margins or depicted
with stigma, Tales of the City presented LGBTQ+ individuals as fully
realized, complex people.

The series didn’t shy away from controversial topics like coming out,
discrimination, and the AIDS epidemic, helping to humanize these experiences
for a broad audience. This openness fostered greater understanding and
empathy, paving the way for more inclusive storytelling in literature,
television, and film.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

The popularity of the original novels led to several successful television
adaptations, starting with the 1993 PBS miniseries starring Olympia Dukakis,
Laura Linney, and Marcus D’Amico. These adaptations introduced Maupin’s
characters and stories to an even wider audience, solidifying Tales of the
City as a cherished part of LGBTQ+ cultural history.

More recently, Netflix revived the series with new installments featuring
original cast members alongside fresh faces, proving the enduring appeal of
these stories. The show’s blend of humor, drama, and social relevance
continues to engage viewers, demonstrating the timelessness of Maupin’s
vision.

The Writing Style and Narrative Techniques of
Armistead Maupin

What sets Armistead Maupin apart as a storyteller is his unique narrative
style that combines serialized storytelling with rich character development
and sharp social observation.

Serial Format: A Storytelling Innovation

Serializing Tales of the City allowed Maupin to build suspense and develop
characters gradually over time, similar to a soap opera but with literary
depth. This approach helped create a loyal reader base eager to follow each
episode’s developments and discuss the evolving storylines.



Moreover, the serial format enabled Maupin to incorporate current events and
shifting social attitudes, making the series feel immediate and relevant.
This responsiveness gave the stories a dynamic quality rarely achieved in
traditional novel forms.

Humor and Empathy as Narrative Tools

Maupin’s writing is known for its balance of wit and warmth. His characters
often face serious issues, yet the tone remains approachable due to moments
of humor and playful dialogue. This blend makes the stories engaging and
relatable, inviting readers to both laugh and empathize with the characters’
journeys.

By using humor, Maupin disarms potential prejudices and invites readers from
all backgrounds to connect with experiences that may differ from their own.
This skillful use of empathy has been central to the series’ lasting appeal.

Exploring the Legacy of Armistead Maupin Tales
of the Citys

The influence of Tales of the City extends beyond literature and television,
affecting how queer stories and urban life are depicted in popular culture.

Inspiring New Generations of Writers and Creators

Many contemporary authors and screenwriters cite Maupin’s work as an
inspiration for their own storytelling, particularly in the realm of LGBTQ+
narratives. His honest and multifaceted portrayal of queer life opened the
door for more nuanced and diverse voices in fiction and media.

San Francisco as a Character

Tales of the City not only tells the stories of its characters but also
captures the spirit of San Francisco itself. The city’s unique culture,
political activism, and evolving neighborhoods are integral to the narrative,
making San Francisco feel like a living, breathing character.

This vivid sense of place has helped preserve a snapshot of the city’s
history and continues to attract readers and viewers interested in the
intersection of place and identity.

Recommended Reading Order for Newcomers

For those new to Armistead Maupin’s work, starting with the original Tales of
the City novel is a great way to immerse yourself in the world of 28 Barbary
Lane. The series continues with sequels such as “More Tales of the City,”
“Further Tales of the City,” and beyond, each expanding on the lives of the
beloved characters.



Reading the books in order helps track the characters’ growth and the
shifting social context, enriching the experience.

Tips for Appreciating Armistead Maupin Tales of
the Citys

If you’re diving into the series for the first time or revisiting it after
years, here are some pointers to make your experience even more enjoyable:

Embrace the serialized nature: The pacing is deliberate to allow
character development, so patience rewards you with deeper emotional
connections.

Pay attention to historical context: Understanding the social and
political climate of San Francisco during the 1970s and ‘80s adds layers
to the characters’ struggles and triumphs.

Explore adaptations: Watching the TV miniseries or Netflix revival can
complement your reading, offering visual and performance dimensions to
the stories.

Engage with fan communities: Maupin’s work has a passionate following,
and engaging with fans can enrich your understanding and enjoyment
through shared discussions.

Armistead Maupin Tales of the Citys remains a landmark in American literature
and LGBTQ+ cultural history. Its enduring charm lies in its heartfelt
portrayal of community, identity, and the ever-changing landscape of urban
life. Whether you’re discovering it for the first time or returning to its
pages, Tales of the City offers a uniquely warm and insightful window into
human experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Armistead Maupin, the author of 'Tales of the
City'?

Armistead Maupin is an American writer best known for his 'Tales of the City'
series, which chronicles the lives of a diverse group of characters living in
San Francisco.

What is the premise of 'Tales of the City' by
Armistead Maupin?

'Tales of the City' is a series of novels set in San Francisco that follows
the interconnected lives of residents living at 28 Barbary Lane, exploring
themes of community, identity, and social change from the 1970s onward.



How has 'Tales of the City' influenced LGBTQ+
representation in literature?

'Tales of the City' is celebrated for its pioneering and positive portrayal
of LGBTQ+ characters and issues during a time when such representation was
rare, helping to increase visibility and acceptance in mainstream media.

Have 'Tales of the City' books been adapted into
other media?

Yes, 'Tales of the City' has been adapted into several television miniseries,
including the original 1993 PBS adaptation and Netflix revivals, bringing the
stories and characters to a wider audience.

What makes Armistead Maupin's writing style in 'Tales
of the City' unique?

Armistead Maupin's writing combines serialized storytelling with wit, warmth,
and a keen observation of social issues, creating richly drawn characters and
a vivid sense of place that resonates with readers.

Additional Resources
Armistead Maupin Tales of the Citys: A Cultural and Literary Exploration

armistead maupin tales of the citys stands as an emblematic phrase that
introduces readers to one of the most influential and enduring narratives in
contemporary American literature. Maupin’s series, originally serialized in
newspapers before evolving into a celebrated collection of novels, chronicles
the lives of a diverse cast of characters navigating the complexities of San
Francisco from the 1970s onward. The phrase itself encapsulates the
multifaceted storytelling and rich cultural tapestry that Maupin weaves
throughout his work, making it a significant subject for literary critics,
historians, and LGBTQ+ communities alike.

Historical and Cultural Context of Armistead
Maupin’s Work

The “Tales of the City” series emerged during a pivotal era in American
history when social norms were undergoing profound transformation. Armistead
Maupin, a former journalist, captured the zeitgeist of San Francisco’s
countercultural movements, the burgeoning gay rights activism, and the city’s
evolving urban landscape. His storytelling is deeply rooted in the real-life
experiences of marginalized communities, reflecting the socio-political
tensions and triumphs of the late 20th century.

One of the defining aspects of Maupin’s series is its format. Initially
published as serialized installments in the San Francisco Chronicle, the
episodic nature allowed for a sense of immediacy and community engagement
uncommon in traditional novels. This serialization not only mirrored the soap
opera style popular on television but also made the stories accessible to a
wide audience who followed the characters’ lives over many years.



Literary Significance and Narrative Style

Armistead Maupin’s narrative technique in “Tales of the City” blends humor,
drama, and social commentary, often interlacing multiple storylines that
converge to create a vibrant mosaic of urban life. The series’ charm lies in
its character-driven plots, where individuals from varied backgrounds —
including LGBTQ+ individuals, artists, and expatriates — experience love,
loss, and self-discovery.

The prose is characterized by a conversational tone and sharp wit, which
humanizes the characters and fosters an intimate connection with readers.
Maupin’s ability to address serious themes such as AIDS, identity, and
political activism without descending into didacticism or despair is a
testament to his skill as a storyteller. This balance has contributed to the
series’ longevity and relevance, allowing it to resonate with successive
generations.

Impact on LGBTQ+ Representation and Popular
Culture

Armistead Maupin’s “Tales of the City” is often hailed as a pioneering work
in LGBTQ+ literature. At a time when queer characters were frequently
relegated to stereotypes or tragic figures, Maupin’s stories presented
nuanced, relatable, and multifaceted portrayals. The series offered
visibility and validation to an often-overlooked community, challenging
prevailing societal prejudices.

The cultural impact extends beyond the page; the novels have been adapted
into multiple television miniseries since the early 1990s, broadening their
reach. These adaptations brought Maupin’s characters to life with compelling
performances and introduced the narratives to audiences unfamiliar with the
books. The continued production of new installments and adaptations
demonstrates the enduring fascination with the series’ themes and characters.

Key Characters and Their Significance

Central to the allure of “Tales of the City” are its richly developed
characters. Among them:

Mary Ann Singleton: A naive Midwesterner whose journey to San Francisco
epitomizes the search for identity and belonging.

Michael “Mouse” Tolliver: An openly gay man whose experiences reflect
the challenges and joys of the LGBTQ+ community during the AIDS crisis.

Anna Madrigal: The wise and enigmatic transgender landlady, whose
presence symbolizes acceptance and resilience.

Each character’s narrative arc interweaves with the others, forming a
microcosm of a society grappling with change. Their stories highlight themes
of friendship, community, and the evolving definitions of family.



Comparative Analysis: Tales of the City and
Contemporary Urban Literature

When positioned alongside other seminal urban narratives, particularly those
chronicling city life in the late 20th century, Maupin’s “Tales of the City”
distinguishes itself through its inclusive lens and serialized format. Unlike
contemporaries who might focus on a singular protagonist or a linear plot,
Maupin’s work embraces a broader social spectrum and episodic storytelling.

Authors such as Betty Smith and James Baldwin also explored urban settings
and identity, but Maupin’s series uniquely centers the queer experience
within these narratives. This focus challenges traditional literary canons
and enriches the genre by integrating perspectives that had been
marginalized.

Strengths and Limitations

The strengths of “Tales of the City” include:

Authentic representation: Grounded in Maupin’s firsthand knowledge of
San Francisco’s communities.

Engaging structure: Serialization fosters anticipation and deepens
reader investment.

Timely themes: Addresses issues such as AIDS, gender identity, and
social activism with sensitivity.

Conversely, some critiques point to:

Period-specific references: Certain cultural allusions may feel dated to
newer readers.

Character proliferation: The extensive cast can sometimes dilute
narrative focus.

Nevertheless, these factors often enhance the realism and texture of the
series rather than detract from it.

The Legacy and Continued Relevance of Armistead
Maupin Tales of the Citys

Decades after its initial publication, the “Tales of the City” series remains
a touchstone for discussions about urban diversity, LGBTQ+ history, and the
transformative power of storytelling. Armistead Maupin’s work has inspired
numerous writers and creators to explore themes of identity and community
with candor and compassion.



The series’ adaptability—evident in its various screen adaptations and
continued literary additions—speaks to its dynamic nature. As cities evolve
and societal attitudes shift, Maupin’s tales offer a historical archive and a
hopeful vision of inclusion.

In examining the broader implications of “armistead maupin tales of the
citys,” one recognizes its dual role as both a literary achievement and a
cultural document. It challenges readers to reconsider notions of family,
acceptance, and the power of narrative in shaping public consciousness.

Armistead Maupin Tales Of The Citys
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  armistead maupin tales of the citys: Tales of the City Armistead Maupin, 2025-09-02 An
extended love letter to a magical San Francisco.--New York Times Book Review The novel that
spawned the beloved and enduring Tales of the City series, Armistead Maupin's groundbreaking and
hugely successful San Francisco saga--now available as a special Harper Perennial Olive Edition. For
almost four decades, Armistead Maupin's Tales of the City has blazed a unique trail through popular
culture--from a groundbreaking newspaper serial to a classic novel to a television event that
entranced millions around the world. The first of nine novels about the denizens of the mythic
apartment house at 28 Barbary Lane, Tales of the City is both a sparkling comedy of manners and an
indelible portrait of an era that forever changed the way we live. Harper Perennial Olive Editions are
exclusive small-format editions of some of our bestselling and celebrated titles, and feature unique
hand-drawn cover illustrations. All Olive Editions are available for a limited time only.
  armistead maupin tales of the citys: Tales Of The City Armistead Maupin, Isabelle Bauthian,
2022-06-22 A CLASSIC OF LGBTQ LITERATURE THAT HAS BECOME A CULT SEN-SATION! THE
HEROES OF THIS ENCHANTING GROUP HAVE BEEN ENJOYED BY MILLIONS OF READERS
WORLDWIDE! Adapted on TV (BBC), Limited Se-ries (Netflix), Theater...and now in graphic novel
form for the first time! San Francisco, 28 Barbary Lane, Anna Madrigal runs a boarding house. She
wel-comes people who have nowhere else to go: the misfits. This matriarch is known for her
unending kindness and her superb marijuana crop. The novel starts with the arrival of Mary Ann
Singleton, a prudish, naïve, young woman who escaped her dull Ohio hometown for San Francisco.
She settles in with her other fellow tenants: Michael “Mouse,” a personable young gay man, Brian
Hawkins, an incor-rigible Don Juan, and Mona Ramsey, a young hippyish bisexual.
  armistead maupin tales of the citys: Further Tales of the City Armistead Maupin, 1982 The
third novel in the beloved Tales of the City series, Armistead Maupin's best-selling San Francisco
saga. 'An enormously talented writer... By writing about what's seemingly different Armistead
Maupin always manages to capture what's so hilariously painfully true for all of us' Amy Tan
____________________ The calamity-prone residents of 28 Barbary Lane are at it again in this
deliciously dark novel of romance and betrayal. While Anna Madrigal imprisons an anchor-woman in
her basement, Michael Tolliver looks for love at the National Gay Rodeo, DeDe Halcyon Day and
Mary Ann Singleton track a charismatic psychopath across Alaska, and society columnist Prue
Giroux loses her heart to a derelict living in a San Francisco park. Hurdling barriers both social and
sexual, Maupin leads the eccentric tenants of Barbary Lane through heartbreak and triumph,
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through nail-biting terrors and gleeful coincidences in 1970s San Francisco. The result is a glittering
and addictive comedy of manners that continues to beguile new generations of readers.
  armistead maupin tales of the citys: More Tales of the City Armistead Maupin, 2000 This is
the second chronicle in the Tales of the City saga which follows the adventures of a naive young
secretary who forsakes Cleveland for San Francisco and discovers a whole new world filled with a
bizarre cast of characters.
  armistead maupin tales of the citys: 28 Barbary Lane Armistead Maupin, 2016-12-06
Armistead Maupin's uproarious and moving Tales of the City novels—the first three of which are
collected in this omnibus volume—have earned a unique niche in American literature and are
considered indelible documents of cultural change from the seventies through the first two decades
of the new millennium. “These novels are as difficult to put down as a dish of pistachios. The reader
starts playing the old childhood game of 'Just one more chapter and I'll turn out the lights,' only to
look up and discover it's after midnight.”—Los Angeles Times Book Review Originally serialized in
the San Francisco Chronicle, Armistead Maupin’s Tales of the City (1978), More Tales of the City
(1980), and Further Tales of the City (1982) afforded a mainstream audience of millions its first
exposure to straight and gay characters experiencing on equal terms the follies of urban life. Among
the cast of this groundbreaking saga are the lovelorn residents of 28 Barbary Lane: the bewildered
but aspiring Mary Ann Singleton, the libidinous Brian Hawkins; Mona Ramsey, still in a sixties
trance, Michael Mouse Tolliver, forever in bright-eyed pursuit of Mr. Right; and their
marijuana-growing landlady, the indefatigable Mrs. Madrigal. Hurdling barriers both social and
sexual, Maupin leads them through heartbreak and triumph, through nail-biting terrors and gleeful
coincidences. The result is a glittering and addictive comedy of manners that continues to beguile
new generations of readers.
  armistead maupin tales of the citys: Sure of You Armistead Maupin, 1991 The sixth novel in
the beloved Tales of the City series, Armistead Maupin's best-selling San Francisco saga. 'Maupin's
adeptness at fluid dialogue, his flair for shaping characters who thread the needle between pop
archetypes and singular human beings... are all on display' New York Times ____________________ A
fiercely ambitious TV talk show host finds she must choose between national stardom in New York
and a husband and child in San Francisco. Caught in the middle is their longtime friend, a gay man
whose own future is even more uncertain. Wistful and compassionate yet subversively funny, Sure of
You is Armistead Maupin's addictively entertaining observation on family, friendship and every
relationship in between. Hurdling barriers both social and sexual, Maupin leads the eccentric
tenants of Barbary Lane through heartbreak and triumph, through nail-biting terrors and gleeful
coincidences in 1980s San Francisco. The result is a glittering and addictive comedy of manners that
continues to beguile new generations of readers.
  armistead maupin tales of the citys: Tales of the City ; More Tales of the City ; Further
Tales of the City Armistead Maupin, 1989 For almost four decades Armistead Maupin's Tales of the
City has blazed its own trail through popular culture--from a groundbreaking newspaper serial to a
classic novel, to a television event that entranced millions around the world. The first of nine novels
about the denizens of the mythic apartment house at 28 Barbary Lane, Tales is both a sparkling
comedy of manners and an indelible portrait of an era that forever changed the way we live.
  armistead maupin tales of the citys: Back to Barbary Lane Armistead Maupin, 2016-12-06
By turns hilarious and heartbreaking, Armistead Maupin's bestselling Tales of the City novels—the
fourth, fifth and sixth of which are collected in this second omnibus volume—stand as an
incomparable blend of great storytelling and incisive social commentary on American culture from
the seventies through the first two decades of the new millennium. “Tearing through [the tales] one
after the other, as I did, allows instant gratification; it also lets you appreciate how masterfully
they're constructed. No matter what Maupin writes next, he can look back on the rare achievement
of having built a little world and made it run.”— Walter Kendrick, Village Voice Literary Supplement
Armistead Maupin's uproarious and moving Tales of the City novels have earned a unique niche in
American literature and are considered indelible documents of cultural change from the seventies



through the first two decades of the new millennium. The nine classic comedies, some of which
originally appeared as serials in San Francisco newspapers, won Maupin critical acclaim around the
world and enthralled legions of devoted fans. Back to Barbary Lane comprises the second omnibus
of the series—Babycakes (1984), Significant Others (1987), and Sure of You (1989)—continuing the
saga of the tenants, past and present, of Mrs. Madrigal's beloved apartment house on Russian Hill.
While the first trilogy celebrated the carefree excesses of the seventies, this volume tracks its
hapless, all-too-human cast across the eighties—a decade troubled by plague, deceit, and
overweening ambition. Like its companion volumes, 28 Barbary Lane and Goodbye, Barbary Lane,
Back to Barbary Lane is distinguished by what The Guardian of London has called some of the
sharpest and most speakable dialogue you are ever likely to read.
  armistead maupin tales of the citys: Significant Others Armistead Maupin, 1989 The fifth
novel in the beloved Tales of the City series, Armistead Maupin's best-selling San Francisco saga.
'Some of the sharpest and most speakable dialogue you are ever likely to read' Guardian
____________________ Tranquillity reigns in the ancient redwood forest until a women-only music
festival sets up camp downriver from an all-male retreat for the ruling class. Among those entangled
in the ensuing mayhem are a lovesick nurseryman, a panic-stricken philanderer, and the world's
most beautiful fat woman. Significant Others is Armistead Maupin's cunningly observed meditation
on marriage, friendship and sexual nostalgia. Hurdling barriers both social and sexual, Maupin leads
the eccentric tenants of Barbary Lane through heartbreak and triumph, through nail-biting terrors
and gleeful coincidences in 1980s San Francisco. The result is a glittering and addictive comedy of
manners that continues to beguile new generations of readers.
  armistead maupin tales of the citys: Mary Ann in Autumn Armistead Maupin, 2010 The
brilliant new episode in the magical Tales of the City series.
  armistead maupin tales of the citys: More Tales of the City Armistead Maupin, 1998-05-05
The tenants of 28 Barbary Lane have fled their cozy nest for adventures far afield. Mary Ann
Singleton finds love at sea with a forgetful stranger, Mona Ramsey discovers her doppelgÄnger in a
desert whorehouse, and Michael Tolliver bumps into his favorite gynecologist in a Mexican bar.
Meanwhile, their venerable landlady takes the biggest journey of all—without ever leaving home.
  armistead maupin tales of the citys: Further Tales Of The City Armistead Maupin,
2012-03-13 The third novel in the beloved Tales of the City series, Armistead Maupin’s best-selling
San Francisco saga. ‘An enormously talented writer... By writing about what's seemingly different
Armistead Maupin always manages to capture what's so hilariously painfully true for all of us’ Amy
Tan ____________________ The calamity-prone residents of 28 Barbary Lane are at it again in this
deliciously dark novel of romance and betrayal. While Anna Madrigal imprisons an anchor-woman in
her basement, Michael Tolliver looks for love at the National Gay Rodeo, DeDe Halcyon Day and
Mary Ann Singleton track a charismatic psychopath across Alaska, and society columnist Prue
Giroux loses her heart to a derelict living in a San Francisco park. Hurdling barriers both social and
sexual, Maupin leads the eccentric tenants of Barbary Lane through heartbreak and triumph,
through nail-biting terrors and gleeful coincidences in 1970s San Francisco. The result is a glittering
and addictive comedy of manners that continues to beguile new generations of readers.
  armistead maupin tales of the citys: The Days of Anna Madrigal Armistead Maupin,
2015-04-01 The Days of Anna Madrigal, the suspenseful, comic, and touching ninth novel in
Armistead Maupin's bestselling Tales of the City series, follows one of modern literature's most
unforgettable and enduring characters-Anna Madrigal, the legendary transgender landlady of 28
Barbary Lane-as she embarks on a road trip that will take her deep into her past. Now ninety-two,
and committed to the notion of leaving like a lady, Mrs. Madrigal has seemingly found peace with
her logical family in San Francisco: her devoted young caretaker Jake Greenleaf; her former tenant
Brian Hawkins and his daughter Shawna; and Michael Tolliver and Mary Ann Singleton, who have
known and loved Anna for nearly four decades. Some members of Anna's family are bound for the
otherworldly landscape of Burning Man, the art community in Nevada's Black Rock Desert where
60,000 revelers gather to construct a city designed to last only one week. Anna herself has another



destination in mind: a lonely stretch of road outside of Winnemucca where the 16-year-old boy she
once was ran away from the whorehouse he called home. With Brian and his beat-up RV, she
journeys into the dusty troubled heart of her Depression childhood to unearth a lifetime of secrets
and dreams and attend to unfinished business she has long avoided.
  armistead maupin tales of the citys: Michael Tolliver Lives Armistead Maupin, 2012-03-13
The seventh novel in the beloved Tales of the City series, Armistead Maupin’s best-selling San
Francisco saga. 'Tender-hearted and frolicsome... A tale of long-lost friends and unrealised dreams,
of fear and regret, of penance and redemption, and of the unshakeable sense that this world we love,
this life we live, this drama on which we all play, does indeed go by much too fast’ New York Times
____________________ Nearly two decades after ending his iconic Tales of the City saga of San
Francisco life, Armistead Maupin revisits his all-too-human hero Michael Tolliver—the
fifty-five-year-old sweet-spirited gardener and survivor of the plague that took so many of his friends
and lovers—for a single day at once mundane and extraordinary... and filled with the everyday
miracles of living. Hurdling barriers both social and sexual, Maupin leads the eccentric tenants of
Barbary Lane through heartbreak and triumph, through nail-biting terrors and gleeful coincidences
in a sexually-liberated San Francisco. The result is a glittering and addictive comedy of manners that
continues to beguile new generations of readers.
  armistead maupin tales of the citys: Goodbye Barbary Lane Armistead Maupin, 2016-12-06
“These final days of his San Francisco friends and lovers, gay and straight, are seriously moving. . . .
Maupin deftly illustrates how far America and the pioneering Anna have come, and nearly forty
years into the series, his writing remains wildly addictive but is deeper and richer.”—People By turns
hilarious and heartbreaking, Armistead Maupin's bestselling Tales of the City novels—books 7, 8 and
9 collected in this third omnibus volume—stand as an incomparable blend of great storytelling and
incisive social commentary on American culture from the seventies through the first two decades of
the new millennium. Maupin’s bestselling epic series spans the decade before the AIDS crisis
through the era of marriage equality, and follows an unforgettable cast of characters whose diverse
sexual identities helped set the social stage for the ongoing sexual revolution. Goodbye Barbary
Lane—comprised of Michael Tolliver Lives, Mary Ann in Autumn, and The Days of Anna
Madrigal—joins two companion omnibus volumes, 28 Barbary Lane and Back to Barbary Lane, and is
a must-have for fans of Maupin and the beloved series.
  armistead maupin tales of the citys: Babycakes Armistead Maupin, 2000 The fourth novel in
the beloved Tales of the City series, Armistead Maupin's best-selling San Francisco saga. 'A
consummate entertainer who has made a generation laugh.... It is Maupin's Dickensian gift to be
able to render love convincingly' Edmund White, Times Literary Supplement ____________________
When an ordinary househusband and his ambitious wife decide to start a family, they discover
there's more to making a baby than meets the eye. Help arrives in the form of a grieving gay
neighbour, a visiting monarch, and the dashing young lieutenant who defects from her yacht.
Bittersweet and profoundly affecting, Babycakes was the first piece of fiction to acknowledge the
arrival of AIDS. Hurdling barriers both social and sexual, Maupin leads the eccentric tenants of
Barbary Lane through heartbreak and triumph, through nail-biting terrors and gleeful coincidences
in 1970s San Francisco. The result is a glittering and addictive comedy of manners that continues to
beguile new generations of readers.
  armistead maupin tales of the citys: Mary Ann in Autumn Armistead Maupin, 2012-03-13 The
eighth novel in the beloved Tales of the City series, Armistead Maupin’s best-selling San Francisco
saga. 'Perhaps the most sublime piece of popular literature America has ever produced’ Salon
____________________ A touching portrait of friendship, family, and fresh starts, the City by the Bay
welcomes back Mary Ann Singleton, the beloved Tales of the City heroine who started it all. A new
chapter begins in the lives of both Mary Ann and Michael ‘Mouse’ Tolliver when she returns to San
Francisco to rejoin her oldest friend after years in New York City... the reunion that fans of Maupin’s
beloved Tales of the City series have been awaiting for years. Hurdling barriers both social and
sexual, Maupin leads the eccentric tenants of Barbary Lane through heartbreak and triumph,



through nail-biting terrors and gleeful coincidences in a sexually-liberated San Francisco. The result
is a glittering and addictive comedy of manners that continues to beguile new generations of
readers.
  armistead maupin tales of the citys: The Advocate , 2001-05-22 The Advocate is a lesbian,
gay, bisexual, transgender (LGBT) monthly newsmagazine. Established in 1967, it is the oldest
continuing LGBT publication in the United States.
  armistead maupin tales of the citys: Back to Barbary Lane Armistead Maupin, 1991-11-26 An
old fashioned pleasure... there's been nothing like it since the heyday of the serial novel 100 years
ago... Tearing through [the tales] one after the other, as I did, allows instant gratification; it also lets
you appreciate how masterfully they're constructed. No matter what Maupin writes next, he can look
back on the rare achievement of having built a little world and made it run. --Walter Kendrick,
Village Voice Literary Supplement By turns hilarious and heartbreaking, Armistead Maupin's
bestselling Tales of the City series stands as an incomparable blend of great storytelling and incisive
social commentary. These six classic comedies, some of which originally appeared as serials in San
Francisco newspapers, have won Maupin critical acclaim around the world and enthralled legions of
devoted fans. Back to Barbary Lane comprises the second trilogy of the series--Babycakes (1984),
Significant Others (1987), and Sure of You (1989) -- concluding the saga of the tenants, past and
present, of Mrs. Madrigal's beloved apartment house on Russian Hill. While the first trilogy
celebrated the carefree excesses of the seventies, this volume tracks its hapless, all-to-human cast
across a decade troubled by plague, deceit and overweening ambition. Like its companion volume,
28 Barbary Lane, Back to Barbary Lane is distinguished by what The Guardian of London has called
some of the sharpest and most speakable dialogue you are ever likely to read. It promises hours of
literate entertainment for readers old and new. With a foreword by the author.
  armistead maupin tales of the citys: The Complete Tales of the City Armistead Maupin,
1990
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