
history of the mountain man

The Enduring Legacy: A Journey Through the History of the Mountain Man

history of the mountain man is a fascinating tale of adventure, survival, and the rugged spirit of exploration
that shaped the American West. These men, often romanticized in folklore and popular culture, were more
than just solitary figures wandering the wilderness—they played a crucial role in the expansion and
development of the United States during the 19th century. Understanding their story means diving into a
world of fur trading, Native American relations, and the untamed landscapes that defined an era.

Who Were the Mountain Men?

Mountain men were frontiersmen who lived in the remote wilderness areas of the Rocky Mountains and
the Western United States during the early to mid-1800s. They were primarily fur trappers, hunters, and
explorers who ventured into uncharted territories in search of valuable pelts, especially beaver fur, which
was in high demand for hat-making back east and in Europe.

Unlike the settlers who came later, mountain men often lived solitary lives or formed small groups,
relying heavily on their knowledge of the land, survival skills, and relationships with indigenous tribes.
Their lifestyle required resilience, adaptability, and a deep connection to nature.

The Origins and Rise of Mountain Men

The history of the mountain man begins in the early 19th century when the fur trade was booming.
Companies like the American Fur Company, founded by John Jacob Astor, heavily invested in trapping
expeditions. Many mountain men were former soldiers, hunters, or simply adventurous young men
drawn westward by the promise of wealth and freedom.

The Missouri River valley became a launching point for many trapping excursions. From there, mountain
men would head into the vast wilderness of the Rockies, the Great Basin, and the Pacific Northwest. Their
explorations helped map previously unknown regions and opened trails that would later become critical
routes for settlers and pioneers.

Life and Challenges of the Mountain Man

Living as a mountain man was anything but easy. The daily realities included harsh weather, dangerous



wildlife, and potential conflicts with Native American tribes or rival trappers. Yet, these men developed a
unique lifestyle that balanced solitude with community, as they often gathered at trading rendezvous to
exchange pelts, goods, and stories.

Skills and Survival Techniques

Mountain men were expert marksmen and trackers. Their survival depended on their ability to hunt
game, identify edible plants, and construct shelters. Many learned to speak Native American languages and
adopted indigenous knowledge about the land.

Some of the essential skills included:

Tracking animals over long distances

Trapping beavers and other fur-bearing animals

Building and maintaining traps and snares

Crafting clothing and gear from animal hides

Navigating using natural landmarks and stars

These skills not only ensured their survival but also made them invaluable guides and scouts for settlers,
explorers, and the U.S. government.

Relations with Native Americans

An integral part of the history of the mountain man involves their interactions with Native American
tribes. While some encounters were hostile, many mountain men formed alliances, married into tribes, and
learned traditional ways of life. These relationships were complex, blending cooperation, cultural exchange,
and sometimes conflict.

Through these connections, mountain men gained crucial knowledge about the terrain and survival
strategies. Many became intermediaries in trade between Native Americans and European Americans,
influencing the social and economic dynamics of the frontier.



The Fur Trade and Economic Impact

The fur trade was the driving force behind the mountain man era. Beaver pelts were particularly prized
for their waterproof qualities and were central to fashion trends in Europe and America during the early
1800s.

The Rendezvous System

One of the most distinctive features of the mountain man's lifestyle was the annual rendezvous—a large
gathering where trappers, traders, Native Americans, and suppliers met to trade furs for goods, share news,
and socialize. These events were lively, often lasting several days, and were essential for maintaining the
fur trade economy.

The rendezvous system:

Allowed mountain men to sell their pelts directly to companies

Provided opportunities to resupply and repair equipment

Served as social gatherings that helped build community ties

Facilitated the exchange of information about the frontier

These gatherings moved to different locations each year, reflecting the nomadic nature of the fur trade and
the mountain men themselves.

The Decline of the Fur Trade

By the 1840s, the demand for beaver pelts began to wane due to changes in fashion and overtrapping that
depleted animal populations. Additionally, the expansion of settlers and the U.S. government policies
reduced access to traditional trapping grounds.

As a result, many mountain men transitioned to other roles such as guides for settlers, army scouts, or
farmers. Though the fur trade diminished, the legacy of the mountain men lived on through the trails
they blazed and the knowledge they imparted.



Mountain Men’s Role in American Expansion

The history of the mountain man is deeply intertwined with the broader story of American westward
expansion. Their explorations and intimate knowledge of the land directly contributed to the mapping and
settlement of the West.

Trailblazers and Guides

Mountain men were among the first non-Native people to traverse and document vast areas of the Rocky
Mountains and surrounding regions. Their routes would later become the Oregon Trail, California Trail,
and other critical pathways for emigrants heading west.

Notable mountain men like Jim Bridger, Kit Carson, and Jedediah Smith became legendary guides,
assisting wagon trains, military expeditions, and settlers. Their expertise not only helped people navigate
difficult terrain but also fostered a spirit of exploration and adventure.

Cultural Influence and Mythology

The mountain man’s rugged lifestyle captured the imagination of many and became an enduring symbol of
the American frontier. Stories of their exploits, often exaggerated, contributed to the mythos of the Wild
West that persists in literature, film, and folklore.

Their image as solitary, resourceful, and fearless individuals resonates even today in popular culture,
embodying the ideals of independence and connection to nature.

Lessons from the History of the Mountain Man

Reflecting on the history of the mountain man offers valuable insights into resilience, adaptation, and the
relationship between humans and the environment. These men thrived in some of the most challenging
conditions by learning from and respecting the natural world around them.

For modern adventurers and outdoor enthusiasts, the mountain men’s techniques in tracking, survival, and
navigation remain relevant. Their deep understanding of ecosystems and sustainable resource use also
provides lessons in conservation and living harmoniously with nature.

---



The history of the mountain man is a rich tapestry woven from daring exploits, cultural exchanges, and
the relentless pursuit of freedom in the uncharted American wilderness. Though the era of fur trapping is
long past, the legacy of these frontier pioneers continues to inspire a sense of adventure and respect for the
wild places they once called home.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who were the mountain men in American history?
Mountain men were explorers, trappers, and traders who ventured into the North American wilderness
during the early 19th century, primarily in the Rocky Mountains region.

What role did mountain men play in the westward expansion of the
United States?
Mountain men helped map out the Western territories, established trade routes, and facilitated the fur
trade, which contributed to American expansion and settlement in the West.

When was the peak period for mountain men activity?
The peak period for mountain men was roughly between 1820 and 1840, during the height of the fur trade
era before the decline due to changing fashions and over-trapping.

What were common skills and tools used by mountain men?
Mountain men were skilled in hunting, trapping, wilderness survival, and navigation. They commonly
used rifles, traps, knives, and wore durable clothing like buckskin.

How did mountain men influence Native American relations and
culture?
Mountain men often interacted and traded with Native American tribes, sometimes forming alliances or
marrying into tribes, which influenced cultural exchanges but also led to conflicts during territorial
expansions.

Additional Resources
The Enduring Legacy: A Detailed Exploration of the History of the Mountain Man



History of the mountain man unveils a rugged chapter of American frontier life characterized by
exploration, survival, and a unique cultural identity. These individuals, often romanticized in folklore and
popular media, played a crucial role in shaping the western United States during the early 19th century.
Understanding their history requires analyzing their origins, lifestyle, economic impact, relationships with
Indigenous peoples, and eventual decline as the frontier evolved.

Origins and Context of the Mountain Man

The history of the mountain man traces back to the early 1800s, a period marked by rapid territorial
expansion and burgeoning fur trade opportunities. Mountain men were primarily trappers and explorers
who ventured into the Rocky Mountains and other remote western regions of North America. Their
emergence was catalyzed by the demand for beaver pelts, which were highly prized in Europe for hat-
making and fashion.

These men were often former soldiers, hunters, or adventurers seeking fortune and freedom away from
the structured life of the eastern United States. The Louisiana Purchase of 1803 and subsequent exploration
opened vast tracts of wilderness, enticing mountain men to blaze trails and establish trade networks.

Key Characteristics and Skills

Mountain men exhibited a combination of survival skills, physical endurance, and adaptability. Their
expertise included:

Tracking and Hunting: Mastery in tracking game and efficiently trapping beavers was essential for
economic survival.

Navigation and Exploration: Many were among the first non-Indigenous people to map and traverse
the Rocky Mountains, often relying on Indigenous knowledge.

Self-Sufficiency: Living in isolation required skills in crafting, shelter-building, and foraging.

Negotiation and Trade: Mountain men frequently interacted with Native American tribes,
exchanging furs and goods.

This multifaceted skill set distinguished mountain men from other frontier figures and contributed to their
legendary status.



The Fur Trade and Economic Impact

A pivotal element in the history of the mountain man is their integral role in the North American fur
trade. The demand for beaver pelts, driven by European markets, created a lucrative industry that
mountain men exploited. Companies such as the American Fur Company and the Hudson’s Bay Company
employed or competed against individual trappers.

Trapline Culture and Seasonal Cycles

Mountain men typically operated along designated traplines, covering hundreds of miles through rugged
terrain. Their work followed seasonal patterns:

Spring: Preparation and repair of equipment, scouting new trapping areas.1.

Summer: Intensive trapping seasons in marshes and rivers where beavers were active.2.

Fall: Gathering pelts and traveling to trading posts or rendezvous.3.

Winter: Rest, maintenance, and sometimes guiding expeditions or scouting.4.

The annual rendezvous, a significant event in mountain man culture, served as a marketplace and social
gathering where trappers, traders, and Native Americans exchanged goods and stories. These meetings
reinforced economic ties and cultural exchanges fundamental to the fur trade’s sustainability.

Economic Pros and Cons

While the fur trade was profitable for some mountain men, it was fraught with challenges:

Pros: Opportunities for wealth, independence, and adventure; access to diverse goods through trade.

Cons: Physical danger from wildlife, harsh weather, and conflicts; economic instability due to
fluctuating pelt prices and over-trapping.

The depletion of beaver populations and changing fashion trends eventually led to the decline of the fur



trade by the mid-19th century, directly impacting the mountain men’s way of life.

Interactions with Indigenous Peoples

The history of the mountain man would be incomplete without examining their complex relationships
with Native American tribes. Mountain men often relied on Indigenous knowledge for survival, including
guidance on terrain, food sources, and trapping techniques.

Cooperation and Conflict

While many mountain men formed alliances and intermarried with Native Americans, facilitating cultural
exchange and mutual benefit, tensions and violent confrontations also occurred. Factors influencing these
interactions included:

Competition over resources such as hunting grounds.

Cultural misunderstandings and differing worldviews.

Political dynamics involving tribal alliances and European-American expansion.

Notably, some mountain men acted as intermediaries during treaty negotiations and served as guides for
settlers, reflecting their unique position bridging two worlds.

The Decline and Legacy of the Mountain Man

By the 1840s and 1850s, the era of the mountain man was waning. The expansion of railroads, the depletion
of fur-bearing animals, and the increasing settlement of the West transformed the frontier landscape.

Transition to Other Roles

Many mountain men adapted by becoming scouts, guides, or settlers themselves. Their detailed knowledge
of the terrain proved invaluable to explorers, military expeditions, and pioneers moving westward.



Myth versus Reality

The mountain man has since become a symbol of rugged individualism and frontier spirit, immortalized in
literature, film, and folklore. However, a nuanced examination reveals a life often marked by hardship,
economic uncertainty, and cultural complexity rather than mere romantic adventure.

Mountain Men in Cultural Memory

Today, the history of the mountain man informs a broader understanding of American history and identity.
Museums, reenactments, and scholarly works continue to explore their contributions and challenges,
offering insights into early American expansion and intercultural relations.

The mountain man’s legacy endures not only through historical records but also in the ethos of self-reliance
and exploration that continues to inspire outdoor enthusiasts and historians alike.

History Of The Mountain Man

Find other PDF articles:
https://old.rga.ca/archive-th-088/Book?trackid=GTX26-8827&title=gordon-ramsay-quick-and-delicio
us-100-recipes-to-cook-in-30-minutes-or-less.pdf

  history of the mountain man: The Mountain Men George Laycock, 2023-09-21 To know how
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thousand-mile horseback chases, these legends are drawn from the authentic accounts of these
daring pioneers. Evergreen takes readers on an immersive journey, starting with the early mountain
men and their unique skills and survival techniques. Experience the complex relationships with
Native American tribes, the groundbreaking expeditions and discoveries, and the enduring legacy of
these indomitable spirits. Each chapter brings to life the bravery, resilience, and sheer
determination that defined an era of exploration and adventure. Their stories, now legends and
folklore, continue to inspire and captivate, leaving a lasting impact on American culture. Embark on
this unforgettable journey and uncover the true essence of the mountain men, whose lives were
shaped by the wild and whose spirits continue to echo through history.
  history of the mountain man: The Frontier Mountain Man: Essential Skills and
Knowledge for the American Outdoors Pasquale De Marco, 2025-07-23 **The Frontier Mountain
Man: Essential Skills and Knowledge for the American Outdoors** is an indispensable guide for
anyone interested in exploring the wilderness and living off the land. From hunting and trapping to
building shelter and navigating the elements, this book provides a comprehensive overview of the
skills and knowledge necessary to thrive in the untamed American frontier. Whether you're a
seasoned outdoorsman or a novice just starting out, this book will help you develop the skills you
need to survive and thrive in the wilderness. The chapters of the book cover a wide range of
practical topics including, but not limited to: - Essential Tools and Weapons - Hunting and Trapping
Techniques - Wilderness Navigation and Survival Skills - Building Shelters and Fortifications -
Foraging for Food and Water - Dealing with Weather and Climate Extremes - Avoiding Wildlife
Dangers - First Aid and Medical Care In addition to the practical skills, this book also delves into the
mindset and philosophy of the mountain man. It explores the motivations and values that drove these
individuals to live a life of freedom and independence in the wilderness. The book also examines the
legacy of mountain men in American history and culture, and discusses the importance of preserving
their traditions and knowledge for future generations. Whether you're planning a wilderness
adventure or simply want to learn more about the mountain man way of life, this book is a valuable
resource. With its in-depth coverage of essential skills and knowledge, The Frontier Mountain Man
will help you become more confident and self-sufficient in the untamed wilderness. If you like this
book, write a review!
  history of the mountain man: Jim Bridger - Mountain Man Stanley Vestal, 2013-04-16 This
antiquarian volume contains a detailed and insightful biography of Jim Bridger, written by Stanley
Vestal. Vestal is well-known for his books about America. In Jim Bridger he paints a bold and
authentic picture of a doughty explorer and of the richness of the American nation when it was still
young. Full of colourful anecdote and fascinating insights into the life of Jim Bridger, this text will
appeal to those with an interest in this noteworthy explorer, and it would make for a wonderful
addition to any personal collection. The chapters of this book include: 'Enterprising Young Man', 'Set
Poles for the Mountains', 'Tall Tales', 'The Cheyennes' Bloody Junket', 'Fort Phil Kearney', 'Red
Cloud's Defiance', 'The Cheyennes' Warning', 'Shot in the Back', 'Arrow Butchered Out', 'Old Cabe to
the Rescue', etcetera. We are republishing this volume now complete with a specially commissioned
biography of the author.
  history of the mountain man: Mountain Men and Fur Traders of the Far West LeRoy Reuben
Hafen, 1982-01-01 The legendary mountain men—the fur traders and trappers who penetrated the
Rocky Mountains and explored the Far West in the first half on the nineteenth century—formed the
vanguard of the American empire and became the heroes of American adventure. This volume brings
to the general reader brief biographies of eighteen representative mountain men, selected from
among the essay assembled by LeRoy R. Hafen in The Mountain Men and the Fur Trade of the Far
West (ten volumes, 1965-72). The subjects and authors are: Manuel Lisa (Richard E. Oglesby); Pierre
Chouteau Jr. (Janet Lecompte); Wilson Price Hunt (William Brandon); William H. Ashley (Harvey L.
Carter); Jedediah Smith (Harvey L. Carter); John McLoughlin (Kenneth L. Holmes); Peter Skene
Ogden (Ted J. Warner); Ceran St. Vrain (Harold H. Dunham); Kit Carson (Harvey L. Carter); Old Bill
Williams (Frederic E. Voelker); William Sublette (John E. Sunder);Thomas Fitzpatrick (LeRoy R. and



Ann W. Hafen); James Bridger (Cornelius M. Ismert); Benjamin L. E. Bonneville (Edgeley W. Todd);
Joseph R. Walker (Ardis M. Walker); Nathaniel Wyeth (William R. Sampson); Andrew Drips (Harvey
L. Carter); and Joseph L. Meek (Harvey E. Tobie).
  history of the mountain man: A Literary History of the American West Western Literature
Association (U.S.), 1987 Literary histories, of course, do not have a reason for being unless there
exists the literature itself. This volume, perhaps more than others of its kind, is an expression of
appreciation for the talented and dedicated literary artists who ignored the odds, avoided
temptations to write for popularity or prestige, and chose to write honestly about the American
West, believing that experiences long knowns to be of historical importance are also experiences
that need and deserve a literature of importance.
  history of the mountain man: Utah Dean L. May, 1987 History belongs to the people, Dean
May reminds us, and must ultimately be accessible all. Based on his award-winning television series,
Utah: A People's History provides a sweeping view of the state's past. From prehistory to present,
May explains Utah as it is today and its promise for the future. The video series upon which this
book is based is no longer available for sale.
  history of the mountain man: The Far West in American History Harvey L. Carter,
2009-03-01
  history of the mountain man: A Colorado History Carl Ubbelohde, Maxine Benson, Duane A.
Smith, 2006 For forty years, A Colorado History has provided a comprehensive and accessible
panoramic history of the Centennial State. From the arrival of the Paleo-Indians to contemporary
times, this enlarged edition leads readers on an extraordinary exploration of a remarkable place.
  history of the mountain man: A Pictorial History and Trekking Guide of the Wilderness
Road Daniel W. Weidner EdD DLitt, 2022-10-04 This book is about the history of the Wilderness
Road and a trekking guide with photos. It presents the background of how Daniel Boone and a group
of some thirty men blazed a trail by way of three states to connect Kingsport, Tennessee, to
Middlesboro, Kentucky, and became an important roadway in modern-day industrial United States.
Its beginning opened the east to the west for what was the early pioneering spirit of pioneers that
settled those lands along with early tradesmen and stockmen. Its importance became famous with
the discovery of iron ore in its environs of Middleboro; that is a story of unfounded lasting wealth
that ended with disappointment for those of the area and Englishmen who invested heavily only to
have the grade of iron ore become useless. It played its role during the Civil War and its status today
in a thriving city. It stands as a monument to Daniel Boone and the thirty men who created it, the
undaunted pioneer men and women who faced and conquered natural and human hardships that
made it a lasting monument to humanity as part of the history of the United States.
  history of the mountain man: Preacher: The Legendary Mountain Man William W.
Johnstone, 2018-03-27 Johnstone Justice. Made in America. An ordinary boy with extraordinary
dreams. A man whose legend spreads across the frontier. Ride the epic saga of an American hero
and the battles that forged his soul in these classic tales in the legendary Preacher series. In 1812, a
boy filled with wanderlust and courage runs away from home, westward, into a vast, dangerous land.
Along the way he learns the rule of the frontier: do whatever it takes to survive. By the time the
boy—now a young man—is hired to lead a wagon train through the last leg of the Oregon Trail, he
has acquired a nickname known throughout the West: Preacher. Armed with a long gun, he is as
fierce as the land itself. For the brave pioneers who are counting on this mountain man to lead them
to a Northwest paradise, the Preacher’s cunning and fighting skills will mean the difference between
life and death. But even Preacher can’t see all the dangers ahead, or how his legend as a
frontiersman will lead him into the most violent fight of all . . .
  history of the mountain man: Thirty Years' View; Or, A History of the Working of the
American Government for Thirty Years, from 1820 to 1850 Thomas Hart Benton, 1856
  history of the mountain man: Tales of the Mountain Men Lamar Underwood, 2023-09-12 Long
the dominant icon embodying the spirit of America's frontier past, the image of the cowboy no
longer stands alone as the ultimate symbol of independence and self-reliance. The great canvas of



the western landscape-in art, books, film-is today shared by the figures called Mountain Men. They
were the trappers of the Rocky Mountain fur trade in the years following Lewis and Clark's
Expedition of 1804-1806. With their bold journeys peaking, during the period of 1830-1840, they
were the first white men to enter the vast wilderness reaches of the Rockies in search of beaver
plews, as the skins were called. They feasted on the abundant buffalo, elk and other game, while
living the ultimate free-spirited wilderness life. Often they paid the ultimate price for their ventures
under the arrows, tomahawks, and knives of those native Americans whose lands they had entered.
Tales of the Mountain Men, presents in one book many of the most engaging and revealing portraits
of mountain men ever written. Ranging from nonfiction classics like Bernard DeVoto's Across the
Wide Missouri through fiction from such acclaimed novels as A. B. Guthrie Jr.'s The Big Sky, this
collection is destined to be well appreciated by the huge and dedicated audience fascinated by
mountain man lore and legend. These readers include many who today participate in reenactments
of the mountain man Rendezvous, with colorful costumes and competitions of traditional skills with
authentic guns, knives, and tools. No book exists today with such a diverse and engaging collection
of mountain man literature. For an already-large and still-growing audience, Tales of the Mountain
Men will be a valued extension of their interest in the mountain man as a compelling and uniquely
American figure.
  history of the mountain man: The Mountain Man Vernacular Richard C. Poulsen, 1985 The
book is about the speech of the mountains: its historical evidence and implications, its linguistic
nature (insofar as that can be determined), and its uses in and importance to the literature of the
American West. No historical dialect has been given so exhaustive and complete treatment. The
model the book provides for determining the authenti- city of oral narrative establishes a key of
verisimilitude never provided before. Literary criticism is here based upon the rigor of historical
exactitude and a linguistic and stylistic model.
  history of the mountain man: Hiking Lake Tahoe: A History and Trail Guide Suzie Dundas,
2021 The history of Lake Tahoe, nestled in the Sierra Nevada Mountains, stretches far beyond its
shores. Travel back in time on more than two dozen hikes, from short lakeside trails used by the
Washoe People to all-day trips exploring the abandoned shelters left behind by early mapmakers.
Visit the remains of one of California's most violent towns and the ruins of a lighthouse built in the
early twentieth century when travel by boat was preferred over driving treacherous roads. Discover
the legend of Hermit Isle and walk in the footsteps of the earliest pioneers. Join author and hiker
Suzie Dundas as she dives deep into the history of Tahoe's scenic trails.
  history of the mountain man: The Works of R. M. Ballantyne: Western Novels, Sea Tales,
Historical Thrillers & Children's Books R. M. Ballantyne, 2020-12-17 This carefully edited Ballantyne
collection has been designed and formatted to the highest digital standards and adjusted for
readability on all devices. Table of Contents: Novels: The Coral Island Snowflakes and Sunbeams
(The Young Fur Traders) Ungava Martin Rattler The Dog Crusoe and his Master The World of Ice
The Gorilla Hunters The Golden Dream The Red Eric Away in the Wilderness Fighting the Whales
The Wild Man of the West Fast in the Ice Gascoyne The Lifeboat Chasing the Sun Freaks on the Fells
The Lighthouse Fighting The Flames Silver Lake Deep Down Shifting Winds Hunting the Lions Over
the Rocky Mountains Saved by the Lifeboat Erling the Bold The Battle and the Breeze The Cannibal
Islands Lost in the Forest Digging for Gold Sunk at Sea The Floating Light of the Goodwin Sands The
Iron Horse The Norsemen in the West The Pioneers Black Ivory Life in the Red Brigade Fort
Desolation The Pirate City The Story of the Rock Rivers of Ice Under the Waves The Settler and the
Savage In the Track of the Troops Jarwin and Cuffy Philosopher Jack Post Haste The Lonely Island
The Red Man's Revenge My Doggie and I The Giant of the North The Madman and the Pirate The
Battery and the Boiler The Thorogood Family The Young Trawler Dusty Diamonds, Cut and Polished
Twice Bought The Island Queen The Rover of the Andes The Prairie Chief The Lively Poll Red
Rooney The Big Otter The Fugitives Blue Lights The Middy and the Moors The Eagle Cliff The Crew
of the Water Wagtail Blown to Bits The Garret and the Garden Jeff Benson Charlie to the Rescue The
Coxswain's Bride The Buffalo Runners The Hot Swamp Hunted and Harried The Walrus Hunters



Wrecked but not Ruined Children's Books: Three Little Kittens The Butterfly's Ball and the
Grasshopper's Feast Mister Fox The Life of a Ship My Mother Other Works: The Hudson's Bay
Company Handbook to the new Goldfields Up in the Clouds: Balloon Voyages Man on the Ocean: A
Book about Boats and Ships The Ocean and its Wonders Six Months at the Cape Battles with the Sea
Memoirs: Personal Reminiscences in Book Making
  history of the mountain man: Early History of Glacier National Park, Montana Madison
Grant, 1919
  history of the mountain man: Fur, Fortune, and Empire: The Epic History of the Fur
Trade in America Eric Jay Dolin, 2011-07-05 A Seattle Times selection for one of Best Non-Fiction
Books of 2010 Winner of the New England Historial Association's 2010 James P. Hanlan Award
Winner of the Outdoor Writers Association of America 2011 Excellence in Craft Award, Book
Division, First Place A compelling and well-annotated tale of greed, slaughter and geopolitics. —Los
Angeles Times As Henry Hudson sailed up the broad river that would one day bear his name, he
grew concerned that his Dutch patrons would be disappointed in his failure to find the fabled route
to the Orient. What became immediately apparent, however, from the Indians clad in deer skins and
good furs was that Hudson had discovered something just as tantalizing. The news of Hudson's 1609
voyage to America ignited a fierce competition to lay claim to this uncharted continent, teeming with
untapped natural resources. The result was the creation of an American fur trade, which fostered
economic rivalries and fueled wars among the European powers, and later between the United
States and Great Britain, as North America became a battleground for colonization and imperial
aspirations. In Fur, Fortune, and Empire, best-selling author Eric Jay Dolin chronicles the rise and
fall of the fur trade of old, when the rallying cry was get the furs while they last. Beavers, sea otters,
and buffalos were slaughtered, used for their precious pelts that were tailored into extravagant hats,
coats, and sleigh blankets. To read Fur, Fortune, and Empire then is to understand how North
America was explored, exploited, and settled, while its native Indians were alternately enriched and
exploited by the trade. As Dolin demonstrates, fur, both an economic elixir and an agent of
destruction, became inextricably linked to many key events in American history, including the
French and Indian War, the American Revolution, and the War of 1812, as well as to the relentless
pull of Manifest Destiny and the opening of the West. This work provides an international cast
beyond the scope of any Hollywood epic, including Thomas Morton, the rabble-rouser who infuriated
the Pilgrims by trading guns with the Indians; British explorer Captain James Cook, whose discovery
in the Pacific Northwest helped launch America's China trade; Thomas Jefferson who dreamed of
expanding the fur trade beyond the Mississippi; America's first multimillionaire John Jacob Astor,
who built a fortune on a foundation of fur; and intrepid mountain men such as Kit Carson and
Jedediah Smith, who sliced their way through an awe inspiring and unforgiving landscape, leaving
behind a mythic legacy still resonates today. Concluding with the virtual extinction of the buffalo in
the late 1800s, Fur, Fortune, and Empire is an epic history that brings to vivid life three hundred
years of the American experience, conclusively demonstrating that the fur trade played a seminal
role in creating the nation we are today.
  history of the mountain man: Western Art, Western History Ron Tyler, 2019-03-07 For nearly
half a century, celebrated historian Ron Tyler has researched, interpreted, and exhibited western
American art. This splendid volume, gleaned from Tyler’s extensive career of connoisseurship,
brings together eight of the author’s most notable essays, reworked especially for this volume.
Beautifully illustrated with more than 150 images, Western Art, Western History tells the stories of
key artists, both famous and obscure, whose provocative pictures document the people and places of
the nineteenth-century American West. The artists depicted in these pages represent a variety of
personalities and artistic styles. According to Tyler, each of them responded in unique ways to the
compelling and exotic drama that unfolded in the West during the nineteenth century—an age of
exploration, surveying, pleasure travel, and scientific discovery. In eloquent and engaging prose,
Tyler unveils a fascinating cast of characters, including the little-known German-Russian artist Louis
Choris, who served as a draftsman on the second Russian circumnavigation of the globe; the



exacting and precise Swiss artist Karl Bodmer, who accompanied Prince Maximilian of Wied on his
sojourn up the Missouri River; and the young American Alfred Jacob Miller, whose seemingly
frivolous and romantic depictions of western mountain men and American Indians remained largely
unknown until the mid-twentieth century. Other artists showcased in this volume are John James
Audubon, George Caleb Bingham, Alfred E. Mathews, and, finally, Frederic Remington, who
famously sought to capture the last glimmers of the “old frontier.” A common thread throughout
Western Art, Western History is the important role that technology—especially the development of
lithography—played in the dissemination of images. As the author emphasizes, many works by
western artists are valuable not only as illustrations but as scientific documents, imbued with
cultural meaning. By placing works of western art within these broader contexts, Tyler enhances our
understanding of their history and significance.
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