HOW TO WRITE AN OBITUARY

How To WRITE AN OBITUARY: A THOUGHTFUL GUIDE TO HONORING A LoVED ONE

HOW TO WRITE AN OBITUARY IS A QUESTION MANY FIND THEMSELVES FACING DURING A CHALLENGING TIME OF LOSS. CRAFTING
AN OBITUARY IS A MEANINGFUL WAY TO COMMEMORATE THE LIFE OF SOMEONE WHO HAS PASSED AWAY, SHARING THEIR STORY
AND CELEBRATING THE LEGACY THEY LEAVE BEHIND. WHILE IT MIGHT SEEM DAUNTING AT FIRST, WRITING AN OBITUARY CAN BE A
HEALING PROCESS THAT ALLOWS YOU TO REFLECT ON CHERISHED MEMORIES AND THE IMPACT THE DECEASED HAD ON THEIR
FAMILY AND COMMUNITY. THIS GUIDE WILL WALK YOU THROUGH THE ESSENTIAL STEPS, TIPS, AND INSIGHTS TO HELP YOU
COMPOSE A HEARTFELT, RESPECTFUL, AND INFORMATIVE OBITUARY.

UNDERSTANDING THE PURPOSE OF AN OBITUARY

BEFORE DIVING INTO THE WRITING PROCESS, IT’S IMPORTANT TO UNDERSTAND WHAT AN OBITUARY IS AND WHY IT MATTERS. AN
OBITUARY IS MORE THAN JUST A DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT, IT’S A TRIBUTE THAT HIGHLIGHTS THE PERSON’S LIFE, ACHIEVEMENTS,
RELATIONSHIPS, AND VALUES. |T SERVES SEVERAL KEY PURPOSES:

- NOTIFYING FRIENDS, FAMILY, AND THE COMMUNITY OF THE DEATH AND FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS.
- PROVIDING A SUMMARY OF THE DECEASED’S LIFE STORY AND PERSONALITY.

- OFFERING A WRITTEN KEEPSAKE THAT PRESERVES MEMORIES FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS.

- ALLOWING OTHERS TO PAY THEIR RESPECTS AND CELEBRATE THE PERSON’S LEGACY.

KNOWING THESE PURPOSES WILL HELP YOU FOCUS ON WHAT TO INCLUDE AND HOW TO PRESENT THE OBITUARY IN A WAY THAT
FEELS AUTHENTIC AND INFORMATIVE.

GATHERING ESSENTIAL INFORMATION

BEFORE YOU START WRITING, COLLECTING ACCURATE AND RELEVANT INFORMATION IS CRUCIAL. THIS WILL ENSURE THE
OBITUARY IS CLEAR, COMPLETE, AND RESPECTFUL. HERE’S WHAT YOU TYPICALLY NEED TO GATHER:

PersoNAL DETAILS

- FULL NAME OF THE DECEASED, INCLUDING MAIDEN NAMES OR NICKNAMES IF RELEVANT.
- DATE AND PLACE OF BIRTH.

- DATE AND PLACE OF DEATH.

- AGE AT THE TIME OF PASSING.

FAMILY INFORMATION

- NAMES OF CLOSE FAMILY MEMBERS, SUCH AS SPOUSE, CHILDREN, GRANDCHILDREN, PARENTS, AND SIBLINGS.
- SOMETIMES IT’S APPROPRIATE TO MENTION THE DECEASED’S RELATIONSHIPS, SUCH AS “BELOVED MOTHER,
HUSBAND,” OR “CHERISHED SISTER.”
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DEVOTED

Lire HIGHLIGHTS AND ACHIEVEMENTS

- EDUCATION AND CAREER HIGHLIGHTS.
- MILITARY SERVICE OR NOTABLE PUBLIC SERVICE.



- HOBBIES/ PASSIONS, AND COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT.
- A\X/ARDS, ACCOMPLISHMENTS, OR SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS.

FUNERAL orR MEMORIAL DETAILS

- DATE, TIME, AND LOCATION OF FUNERAL OR MEMORIAL SERVICES.
- INFORMATION ABOUT VISITATION OR W AKE.
- INSTRUCTIONS FOR DONATIONS OR MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS IF APPLICABLE.

STRUCTURING YOUR OBITUARY

AN OBITUARY TYPICALLY FOLLOWS A CLEAR STRUCTURE THAT GUIDES READERS THROUGH THE INFORMATION SMOOTHLY.
HERE’S A COMMON FORMAT YOU CAN ADAPT:

OPENING ANNOUNCEMENT

START WITH A SIMPLE STATEMENT ANNOUNCING THE PASSING, INCLUDING THE FULL NAME, AGE, AND DATE OF DEATH. THIS SETS
THE TONE AND PROVIDES THE KEY FACTS RIGHT AWAY.

ExAMPLE:
“JANE MARIE SMITH, 78, PASSED AWAY PEACEFULLY ON MARCH 10, 2024, SURROUNDED BY HER FAMILY.”

BIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY

THIS SECTION IS THE HEART OF THE OBITUARY. SHARE A BRIEF LIFE STORY THAT COVERS BIRTHPLACE, EDUCATION, CAREER, AND
IMPORTANT LIFE MILESTONES. BE SURE TO INCLUDE UNIQUE DETAILS OR ANECDOTES THAT CAPTURE THE INDIVIDUAL’S
PERSONALITY AND VALUES.

FAMILY AND RELATIONSHIPS

LIST SURVIVING FAMILY MEMBERS AND THOSE WHO PRECEDED THE PERSON IN DEATH. THIS CREATES A CONNECTION TO LOVED
ONES AND ACKNOWLEDGES THE FAMILY’S LOSS.

SERVICE INFORMATION

PROVIDE DETAILS ABOUT UPCOMING FUNERAL OR MEMORIAL SERVICES, INCLUDING DATE, TIME, AND LOCATION. IF THE FAMILY
REQUESTS DONATIONS IN LIEU OF FLOWERS, THIS IS THE PLACE TO MENTION IT.

CLOSING SENTIMENTS

END WITH A PERSONAL MESSAGE OR QUOTE, EXPRESSING GRATITUDE, LOVE, OR A FINAL TRIBUTE. THIS COULD BE A FAVORITE
SAYING OF THE DECEASED OR A SIMPLE THANK-YOU TO THOSE WHO SUPPORTED THE FAMILY.



TiPs FOR WRITING A COMPASSIONATE AND EFFecTIVE OBITUARY

WRITING AN OBITUARY IS A DELICATE TASK, AND THE TONE YOU CHOOSE CAN MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE. HERE ARE SOME HELPFUL
TIPS TO KEEP IN MIND:

Keep IT PERSONAL BUT RESPECTFUL

AN OBITUARY SHOULD REFLECT THE PERSONALITY AND SPIRIT OF THE DECEASED. USE W ARM, RESPECTFUL LANGUAGE THAT
HONORS THEIR MEMORY WITHOUT BEING OVERLY FORMAL OR CLINICAL.

Be CoNCISE BUT INFORMATIVE

MOST NEWSPAPERS OR ONLINE PLATFORMS HAVE WORD LIMITS. AIM TO INCLUDE ESSENTIAL INFORMATION AND MEANINGFUL
HIGHLIGHTS WITHOUT OVERWHELMING READERS WITH TOO MUCH DETAIL.

Use PosiTIVE LANGUAGE

Focus oN THE GooD MEMORIES, ACCOMPLISHMENTS, AND THE IMPACT THE INDIVIDUAL MADE RATHER THAN DWELLING ON ILLNESS
OR CAUSE OF DEATH UNLESS THE FAMILY WANTS TO SHARE THAT.

DousLe-CHeck FACTS AND SPELLINGS

ACCURACY IS IMPORTANT. VERIFY NAMES, DATES, AND OTHER DETAILS TO AVOID MISTAKES THAT CAN CAUSE DISTRESS OR
CONFUSION.

CoONSIDER INCLUDING A PHOTO

MANY OBITUARIES INCLUDE A PHOTOGRAPH OF THE DECEASED. CHOOSE A CLEAR, RECENT IMAGE THAT REPRESENTS THEM WELL.

\W/HERE TO PuUBLISH AN OBITUARY

ONCE THE OBITUARY IS WRITTEN, DECIDING WHERE TO PUBLISH IT IS THE NEXT STEP. TRADITIONALLY, OBITUARIES ARE PRINTED
IN LOCAL NEWSPAPERS, BUT THERE ARE SEVERAL OPTIONS TO CONSIDER:

¢ NewsPAPER OBITUARIES: MOST COMMUNITIES HAVE LOCAL OR REGIONAL NEWSPAPERS THAT ACCEPT OBITUARY
SUBMISSIONS. CHECK THEIR GUIDELINES FOR WORD LIMITS AND SUBMISSION DEADLINES.

o ONLINE MEMORIALS: WEBSITES LIKE LEGACY.COM ALLOW YOU TO CREATE ONLINE OBITUARIES THAT CAN BE SHARED
WIDELY AND REMAIN ACCESSIBLE LONG-TERM.

o FUNERAL HoME WEBSITES: MANY FUNERAL HOMES OFFER OBITUARY POSTING SERVICES ON THEIR WEBSITES, OFTEN
LINKED TO OTHER MEMORIAL FEATURES.

e SoclAL MeDIA: WHILE NOT A TRADITIONAL OPTION, SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORMS CAN BE A WAY TO SHARE THE



OBITUARY QUICKLY WITH A BROADER NET\WORK.

CHOOSING THE RIGHT PLATFORM DEPENDS ON THE AUDIENCE YOU WANT TO REACH AND THE WISHES OF THE FAMILY.

THe EMoTIONAL ASPECT oF WRITING AN OBITUARY

W/RITING AN OBITUARY IS OFTEN AN EMOTIONAL PROCESS, ESPECIALLY WHEN YOU’RE CLOSE TO THE PERSON WHO HAS PASSED.
IT’S OKAY TO TAKE YOUR TIME AND SEEK HELP IF NEEDED. SOMETIMES, MULTIPLE FAMILY MEMBERS CAN COLLABORATE TO ENSURE
THE OBITUARY IS COMPREHENSIVE AND BALANCED. OTHER TIMES, HIRING A PROFESSIONAL OBITUARY WRITER OR WORKING WITH

THE FUNERAL HOME CAN EASE THE BURDEN.

REMEMBER, AN OBITUARY IS A CELEBRATION OF LIFE, NOT JUST AN ANNOUNCEMENT OF DEATH. IT’S A WAY TO HONOR A UNIQUE
INDIVIDUAL AND SHARE THEIR STORY WITH OTHERS WHO CARED OR WILL COME TO CARE.

ExAMPLES oF OBITUARY STYLES

OBITUARIES COME IN MANY SHAPES AND STYLES, DEPENDING ON CULTURAL TRADITIONS, PERSONAL PREFERENCES, AND
PUBLICATION REQUIREMENTS. HERE ARE A FEW COMMON APPROACHES:

TRADITIONAL: FORMAL, STRAIGHTFORW ARD, FOCUSING ON FACTS AND KEY LIFE EVENTS.

* PERSONALIZED: INCLUDES ANECDOTES, QUOTES, AND EXPRESSIONS OF PERSONALITY.

POETIC OR LITERARY: USES POETIC LANGUAGE OR EXCERPTS FROM FAVORITE POEMS OR LITERATURE TO CONVEY
EMOTION.

BRIEF NOTICES: SHORT ANNOUNCEMENTS MAINLY GIVING SERVICE DETAILS AND IMMEDIATE FAMILY NAMES.

CHOOSING A STYLE THAT FEELS RIGHT FOR THE DECEASED AND THEIR FAMILY HELPS MAKE THE OBITUARY MORE MEANINGFUL.

W/RITING AN OBITUARY IS A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO HONOR SOMEONE’S LIFE WITH DIGNITY, HONESTY, AND LOVE. By
FOCUSING ON THE ESSENTIAL DETAILS, SHARING HEARTFELT MEMORIES, AND COMMUNICATING WITH CARE, YOU CAN CREATE A
LASTING TRIBUTE THAT RESONATES WITH ALL WHO READ IT. WHETHER YOU’RE WRITING FOR A CLOSE FAMILY MEMBER OR
HELPING A FRIEND, UNDERSTANDING HOW TO WRITE AN OBITUARY THOUGHTFULLY IS A VALUABLE SKILL DURING DIFFICULT TIMES.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT ARE THE KEY ELEMENTS TO INCLUDE WHEN WRITING AN OBITUARY?

AN OBITUARY SHOULD INCLUDE THE FULL NAME OF THE DECEASED, AGE, DATE AND PLACE OF DEATH, A BRIEF BIOGRAPHY,
INFORMATION ABOUT SURVIVING FAMILY MEMBERS, DETAILS ABOUT THE FUNERAL OR MEMORIAL SERVICE, AND ANY SPECIAL
MESSAGES OR DONATIONS.

How LONG SHOULD AN OBITUARY BE?

OBITUARIES TYPICALLY RANGE FROM 200 To 500 wWORDS, BUT THE LENGTH CAN VARY DEPENDING ON PUBLICATION
REQUIREMENTS AND HOW MUCH INFORMATION YOU WANT TO INCLUDE.



\WHAT TONE SHOULD BE USED WHEN WRITING AN OBITUARY?

THE TONE OF AN OBITUARY SHOULD BE RESPECTFUL, SINCERE, AND COMPASSIONATE. IT CAN ALSO BE PERSONALIZED TO REFLECT
THE PERSONALITY AND LIFE OF THE DECEASED, OFTEN BALANCING FACTUAL INFORMATION WITH WARMTH AND AFFECTION.

CAN | INCLUDE PERSONAL STORIES OR QUOTES IN AN OBITUARY?

YES, INCLUDING PERSONAL STORIES, QUOTES, OR MEMORABLE ANECDOTES CAN MAKE THE OBITUARY MORE MEANINGFUL AND
PROVIDE A FULLER PICTURE OF THE DECEASED’S LIFE AND CHARACTER.

How Do | HANDLE SENSITIVE OR DIFFICULT INFORMATION IN AN OBITUARY?

W/HEN INCLUDING SENSITIVE INFORMATION, IT'S IMPORTANT TO BE TACTFUL AND CONSIDERATE. FOCUS ON POSITIVE MEMORIES
AND ACHIEVEMENTS, AND AVOID UNNECESSARY DETAILS THAT MIGHT CAUSE DISTRESS TO FAMILY MEMBERS OR FRIENDS.

\X/HERE CAN | PUBLISH AN OBITUARY?

OBITUARIES CAN BE PUBLISHED IN LOCAL NEWSPAPERS, FUNERAL HOME WEBSITES, ONLINE OBITUARY PLATFORMS, AND SOCIAL
MEDIA. CHOOSING THE RIGHT PLATFORM DEPENDS ON THE AUDIENCE YOU WANT TO REACH.

IS IT NECESSARY TO INCLUDE FUNERAL SERVICE DETAILS IN AN OBITUARY?

INCLUDING FUNERAL OR MEMORIAL SERVICE DETAILS IS HELPFUL FOR FRIENDS AND FAMILY WHO MAY WANT TO ATTEND OR SEND
CONDOLENCES. HO\X/EVER/ IF THE SERVICE IS PRIVATE, IT'S ACCEPTABLE TO NOTE THAT OR OMIT SPECIFIC DETAILS.

How SOON SHOULD AN OBITUARY BE WRITTEN AND PUBLISHED AFTER A PERSON’S
DEATH?

IT'S BEST TO WRITE AND SUBMIT THE OBITUARY AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, TYPICALLY WITHIN A FEW DAYS AFTER THE DEATH, TO
ALLOW TIME FOR PUBLICATION AND TO INFORM THE COMMUNITY PROMPTLY.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

How To WRITE AN OBITUARY: A ProFESSIONAL GUIDE TO HONORING A LIFE

HOW TO WRITE AN OBITUARY IS A QUESTION THAT MANY FIND THEMSELVES FACING DURING DIFFICULT TIMES. COMPOSING AN
OBITUARY INVOLVES MORE THAN JUST ANNOUNCING A DEATH; IT IS AN OPPORTUNITY TO COMMEMORATE A PERSON’S LIFE,
ACHIEVEMENTS, AND LEGACY IN A RESPECTFUL AND MEANINGFUL WAY. For FAMILIES, FUNERAL DIRECTORS, AND WRITERS ALIKE
UNDERSTANDING THE NUANCES OF OBITUARY WRITING IS ESSENTIAL TO PRODUCE A TRIBUTE THAT RESONATES WITH READERS
AND HONORS THE DECEASED APPROPRIATELY.
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UNDERSTANDING THE PURPOSE OF AN OBITUARY

AN OBITUARY SERVES MULTIPLE FUNCTIONS. PRIMARILY, IT INFORMS THE COMMUNITY OF A PERSON’S PASSING, INCLUDING
ESSENTIAL DETAILS SUCH AS DATES, FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS, AND SURVIVORS. Bevyonp THAT, IT CELEBRATES THE
INDIVIDUAL’S LIFE STORY, HIGHLIGHTING THEIR CHARACTER, ACCOMPLISHMENTS, AND THE IMPACT THEY HAD ON OTHERS. THis
DUAL ROLE REQUIRES A BALANCE BETWEEN FACTUAL REPORTING AND NARRATIVE WARMTH, WHICH CAN BE CHALLENGING TO
ACHIEVE.

W/RITING AN OBITUARY IS NOT MERELY A FORMALITY BUT A HISTORICAL RECORD THAT MAY BE PRESERVED FOR FUTURE
GENERATIONS. AS SUCH, ACCURACY AND TONE ARE PARAMOUNT. THE OBITUARY MUST BE CLEAR AND CONCISE WHILE
CAPTURING THE ESSENCE OF THE INDIVIDUAL’S LIFE.



Key ELEMENTS TO INCLUDE W/HEN WRITING AN OBITUARY

ESSENTIAL INFORMATION

THE FOUNDATION OF ANY OBITUARY INCLUDES THE FOLLOWING CRITICAL DETAILS:

FuLL NAME: INCLUDE ANY NICKNAMES OR MAIDEN NAMES IF APPLICABLE.

DATE AND PLACE OF DEATH: SPECIFY WHEN AND WHERE THE PERSON PASSED AWAY.

AGE AT DEATH: HELPFUL FOR CONTEXT AND RECORD-KEEPING.

BIRTH INFORMATION: DATE AND PLACE OF BIRTH PROVIDE BACKGROUND.
® SURVIVING FAMILY MEMBERS: LIST CLOSE RELATIVES SUCH AS SPOUSE, CHILDREN, SIBLINGS, AND GRANDCHILDREN.

o FUNERAL OR MEMORIAL SERVICE DETAILS: DATE, TIME, LOCATION, AND ANY INSTRUCTIONS FOR AT TENDEES.

INCLUDING THESE ELEMENTS ENSURES THE OBITUARY FULFILLS ITS PRIMARY INFORMATIONAL ROLE.

PERSONALIZING WITH LIFE STORY AND ACHIEVEMENTS

TO MOVE BEYOND A SIMPLE DEATH NOTICE, CONSIDER INCORPORATING A BRIEF BIOGRAPHY FOCUSING ON:

CAREER AND EDUCATION: HIGHLIGHT PROFESSIONAL MILESTONES AND ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS.

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT: NOTE VOLUNTEER WORK, MEMBERSHIPS, OR CIVIC CONTRIBUTIONS.
® HoBBIES AND INTERESTS: SHARING PASSIONS BRINGS A PERSONAL TOUCH.

o DISTINCTIVE TRAITS AND ANECDOTES: INCLUDE QUALITIES OR STORIES THAT ILLUSTRATE THE PERSON’S CHARACTER.

THIS SECTION OFFERS READERS INSIGHT INTO THE LIFE LIVED, MAKING THE OBITUARY A MEANINGFUL TRIBUTE RATHER THAN A
STERILE ANNOUNCEMENT.

How To WRITE AN OBITUARY: STEP-BY-STEP APPROACH

1. GATHER ACCURATE INFORMATION

ACCURACY IS THE CORNERSTONE OF OBITUARY WRITING. START BY COLLECTING VERIFIED DETAILS FROM FAMILY MEMBERS,
OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS, AND FUNERAL HOME REPRESENTATIVES. CROSS-CHECK NAMES, DATES, AND SPELLINGS TO PREVENT ERRORS
THAT CAN CAUSE DISTRESS OR MISINFORMATION.



2. DecIDE ON THE TONE AND STYLE

THE TONE SHOULD REFLECT THE PERSONALITY OF THE DECEASED AND THE PREFERENCES OF THE FAMILY. SOME OBITUARIES ADOPT
A FORMAL, NEUTRAL TONE, WHILE OTHERS EMBRACE WARMTH AND HUMOR. CONSIDERING THE PUBLICATION MEDIUM—NEWSPAPER,
ONLINE PLATFORM, OR FUNERAL PROGRAM—ALSO INFLUENCES STYLE AND LENGTH.

3. WRITE A COMPELLING OPENING

BEGIN WITH THE PERSON’S FULL NAME, AGE, AND PLACE OF RESIDENCE, FOLLOWED BY THE DATE AND PLACE OF DEATH. THis
OPENING SENTENCE SETS THE STAGE FOR READERS AND SUCCINCTLY COMMUNICATES THE MOST CRITICAL FACTS.

EXAMPLE:
“JANE MARIE SMITH, 78, OF SPRINGFIELD, PASSED AWAY PEACEFULLY ON MARCH 12, 2024, AT HER HOME.”

4. DeveLoP THE BobY WITH LIFE HIGHLIGHTS

NARRATE KEY ASPECTS OF THE PERSON’S LIFE, WEAVING TOGETHER FACTUAL INFORMATION WITH PERSONAL INSIGHTS. Avolb
EXCESSIVE JARGON OR OVERLY SENTIMENTAL LANGUAGE, THE GOAL IS TO CREATE AN AUTHENTIC AND RESPECTFUL PORTRAYAL.

5. INcLUDE FUNERAL AND MEMORIAL DETAILS

CLEARLY STATE THE ARRANGEMENTS, INCLUDING DATES, TIMES, VENUES, AND WHETHER SERVICES ARE PUBLIC OR PRIVATE. IF
DONATIONS ARE PREFERRED IN LIEU OF FLOWERS, SPECIFY THE CHARITIES OR CAUSES.

6. Review AND EDIT THOROUGHLY

PROOFREAD FOR GRAMMAR, SPELLING, AND CLARITY. CONFIRM THAT ALL NAMES AND FACTS ARE ACCURATE. A WELL-CRAFTED
OBITUARY REFLECTS PROFESSIONALISM AND HONORS THE DECEASED APPROPRIATELY.

CoMMON CHALLENGES AND CONSIDERATIONS IN OBITUARY WRITING

BALANCING PRIVACY AND PUBLIC INFORMATION

FAMILIES MAY HAVE DIFFERING VIEWS ON WHAT INFORMATION TO DISCLOSE. SENSITIVE TOPICS SUCH AS CAUSE OF DEATH OR
ESTRANGED RELATIONSHIPS OFTEN REQUIRE CAREFUL CONSIDERATION. RESPECTING PRIVACY WHILE FULFILLING THE OBITUARY’S
INFORMATIVE ROLE DEMANDS TACT AND DISCRETION.

LeNGTH CONSTRAINTS AND PUBLICATION REQUIREMENTS

NEWSPAPERS AND WEBSITES OFTEN HAVE WORD LIMITS OR FORMATTING GUIDELINES. THIS CONSTRAINT NECESSITATES
PRIORITIZING THE MOST SIGNIFICANT DETAILS AND CRAFTING CONCISE YET IMPACTFUL PROSE. SOME PUBLICATIONS OFFER TIERED
PRICING BASED ON LENGTH, INFLUENCING THE CONTENT SCOPE.



HANDLING EMOTIONAL SENSITIVITY

W/RITING AN OBITUARY CAN BE EMOTIONALLY TAXING, ESPECIALLY FOR THOSE CLOSE TO THE DECEASED. IT IS ADVISABLE TO
APPROACH THE TASK WITH PATIENCE AND, IF POSSIBLE, INVOLVE MULTIPLE PERSPECTIVES TO CAPTURE A BALANCED AND
COMPREHENSIVE TRIBUTE.

DIGITAL TRENDS AND INNOVATIONS IN OBITUARY WRITING

IN RECENT YEARS, THE RISE OF ONLINE OBITUARY PLATFORMS HAS TRANSFORMED HOW THESE MEMORIALS ARE SHARED. DiGITAL
OBITUARIES OFTEN ALLOW FOR MULTIMEDIA ELEMENTS SUCH AS PHOTOS, VIDEOS, AND GUEST BOOKS, ENHANCING THE
COMMEMORATIVE EXPERIENCE. THIS EVOLUTION REQUIRES WRITERS TO ADAPT TRADITIONAL OBITUARY FORMATS TO NEW
MEDIA, FOCUSING ON READABILITY AND ENGAGEMENT.

MOREOVER, SOCIAL MEDIA HAS BECOME A VENUE FOR SHARING OBITUARIES RAPIDLY WITH WIDER AUDIENCES. THIS TREND
UNDERSCORES THE IMPORTANCE OF CLEAR, RESPECTFUL WRITING THAT HONORS THE DECEASED WHILE COMMUNICATING ESSENTIAL
DETAILS EFFICIENTLY.

FINAL THOUGHTS oN How To WRITE AN OBITUARY

CRAFTING AN OBITUARY IS A DELICATE TASK THAT BLENDS FACTUAL REPORTING WITH HEARTFELT REMEMBRANCE.
(UNDERSTANDING HOW TO WRITE AN OBITUARY INVOLVES RECOGNIZING ITS MULTIFACETED PURPOSE: TO INFORM, TO HONOR,
AND TO PRESERVE MEMORY. BY APPROACHING THE PROCESS METHODICALLY—GATHERING ACCURATE INFORMATION, SELECTING
AN APPROPRIATE TONE, AND CAREFULLY COMPOSING THE NARRATIVE™WRITERS CAN CREATE MEANINGFUL TRIBUTES THAT
RESONATE WITH READERS AND PROVIDE COMFORT TO GRIEVING FAMILIES.

THE SKILL OF OBITUARY WRITING LIES NOT ONLY IN WHAT IS SAID BUT ALSO IN HOW IT IS CONVEYED. THOUGHTFUL, CLEAR,

AND RESPECTFUL PROSE ENSURES THAT THE LIFE BEING REMEMBERED IS PORTRAYED WITH DIGNITY, MAKING THE OBITUARY A
LASTING TESTAMENT TO A PERSON’S JOURNEY AND LEGACY.

How To Write An Obituary
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how to write an obituary: Funeral Planning Basics Enodare, 2011 This comprehensive
funeral planning book will take you step-by-step through the process of planning a funeral. It will
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introduce you to issues such as organ donations, purchasing caskets, cremation, burial, puchasing
grave plots, organization of funeral services, the legal and financial issues relating to funerals, the
cost of pre-aranging a funeral, how to save money on funerals, how to finance funerals and much
more.--Publisher's description.

how to write an obituary: Death in the Classroom Jeffrey Berman, 2009-01-08 In Death in the
Classroom, Jeffrey Berman writes about Love and Loss, the course that he designed and taught two
years after his wife's death, in which he explored with his students the literature of bereavement.
Berman, building on his previous courses that emphasized self-disclosing writing, shows how his
students wrote about their own experiences with love and loss, how their writing affected classmates
and teacher alike, and how writing about death can lead to educational and psychological
breakthroughs. In an age in which eighty percent of Americans die not in their homes but in
institutions, and in which, consequently, the living are separated from the dying, Death in the
Classroom reveals how reading, writing, and speaking about death can play a vital role in a student's
education.

how to write an obituary: The World of Obituaries Mushira Eid, 2002 This unusual book, the
world of obituaries looks at obituaries as a rich source of information on cultural representation of
gender. It examines obituaries published from 1938 to 1998 in three cultures - Egypt, Iran, and the
United States - to analysis how women and men are represented in their death notices and how
these representations have change over time. It also shows how obituaries, viewed as texts, at times
converge within but often diverge from expected norms. Mushira Eid has applied quantitative and
qualitative analytical techniques to 4,400 obituaries, using names, titles, and occupations as
linguistic symbols of identity. Data were collected for a month at ten-year intervals to measure
change. From them, she demonstrates differences within the world of obituaries, relates this world
to the world at large, and constructs a model based on this comparison. Resulting facts are placed
within the context of women's movements in the three cultures and other sociocultural and political
events that influenced the perception of gender roles. The World of Obituaries offers a unique
synthesis of information on women and public space in three cultures. It opens a new window on
gende

how to write an obituary: Write of Passing Janie Owens, 2024-07-29 Holly Donnelly writes
obituaries from her apartment in Daytona Beach, Florida. She loves her job even though it comes
with one oddity: as she writes the obituaries, each spirit pays a visit, manifesting in unique ways.
The ghosts succeed in creating humorous conditions, annoying pranks and scaring Holly’s
boyfriends. But one spirit in particular has another reason to visit, and Holly is on a mission to solve
the mystery of who the ghost is and why she is visiting this apartment sixty-six years after her death.
Whether being a friend to a young woman in an abusive relationship, enduring her drama queen
mother's antics, or dealing with her own commitment issues, Holly's precious Chihuahua is an
ever-present comforter and moral support. The perfect escape to humor, excitement and ghostly
encounters, WRITE OF PASSING is the third book in Janie Owens' Daytona Beach series of cozy
mysteries.

how to write an obituary: Handbook of Death and Dying Clifton D. Bryant, 2003-10 Dying is
a social as well as physiological phenomenon. Each society characterizes and, consequently, treats
death and dying in its own individual ways—ways that differ markedly. These particular patterns of
death and dying engender modal cultural responses, and such institutionalized behavior has
familiar, economical, educational, religious, and political implications. The Handbook of Death and
Dying takes stock of the vast literature in the field of thanatology, arranging and synthesizing what
has been an unwieldy body of knowledge into a concise, yet comprehensive reference work. This
two-volume handbook will provide direction and momentum to the study of death-related behavior
for many years to come. Key Features More than 100 contributors representing authoritative
expertise in a diverse array of disciplines Anthropology Family Studies History Law Medicine
Mortuary Science Philosophy Psychology Social work Sociology Theology A distinguished editorial
board of leading scholars and researchers in the field More than 100 definitive essays covering



almost every dimension of death-related behavior Comprehensive and inclusive, exploring concepts
and social patterns within the larger topical concern Journal article length essays that address topics
with appropriate detail Multidisciplinary and cross-cultural coverage

how to write an obituary: MediaWriting W. Richard Whitaker, Ronald D. Smith, Janet E.
Ramsey, 2013-03-01 MediaWriting is an introductory, hands-on textbook for students preparing to
write in the current multimedia environment. Rather than just talk about the differences among the
styles of print, broadcast, and public relations, MediaWriting sythensizes and integrates them, while
weaving in basic principles of Internet writing and social media reporting. Complete with real-world
examples, practical writing exercises, and tips and information for entering into the profession,
MediaWriting continues to give students the tools they need to become a successful media writer.
The new edition has been extensively rewritten to reflect the dynamic nature of the profession,
paying significant attention to how the Internet and social media have become essential
communication tools for print and broadcast journalists, and public relations professionals. Further
updates and features include: Increased attention to computer-assisted reporting, the preparation of
online copy, and social media applications Two new chapters on lead writing and new new media A
separate chapter focused solely on ethics Explanatory how to boxes that help students understand
and retain main themes Illustrative It Happened to Me vignettes from the authors’ professional
experiences Discussion questions and exercises at the end of every chapter Suggested readings that
highlight biographies, books, and websites that expand the scope and definition of professionalism
In addition to new multimedia elements, the fourth edition’s companion website features enhanced
resources for both students and instructors, including chapter overviews, writing tips, a test bank,
sample critiques, and a sample syllabus.

how to write an obituary: The Obituary as Collective Memory Bridget Fowler, 2007-11-13 The
first serious academic study of obituaries, this book focuses on how societies remember. Bridget
Fowler makes great use of the theories of Pierre Bordieu, arguing that obituaries are one important
component in society's collective memory. This book, the first of its kind, will find a place on every
serious sociology scholar's bookshelves.

how to write an obituary: Life After Death Nigel Starck, 2006-01-01 The obituary pages of our
quality newspapers have been described as 'oases of calm in a world gone mad’, 'a lovely part of the
paper to linger in', and 'writing that matters'. Entertaining, inspiring and informative, they serve as
a legitimate instrument of history, and have enjoyed an extraordinary revival in popularity over the
past twenty years. Life After Death investigates-and celebrates-the development of the obituary form
in the British, American, and Australian press. Author Nigel Starck tracks down the earliest exercise
in obituary publication (in 1622), then traces the evolution of the form over four centuries, from
times when the obituary was the reserve of royalty and privilege to its contemporary egalitarian
mode. Along the way Dr Starck delves into a multitude of lives, from the heroic to the comic, the
saintly to the downright villainous, the exemplary to the eccentric. Meet, in the posthumous cast list,
Major Digby Tatham-Warter, of Britain's Parachute Regiment, who carried an umbrella into battle
just in case it rained; the absent-minded Australian barrister Pat Lanigan, who drove from Canberra
to Sydney and then flew back, leaving his car behind; and the eccentric American publisher Eddie
Clontz, whose newspaper reported (exclusively, of course) that 'tiny terrorists' were disguising
themselves as garden gnomes. Life After Death also incorporates a connoisseur's collection of ten
obituaries reprinted in full: the subjects include Helen Keller, Diana Mosley, Quentin Crisp, George
Wallace, and Rosa Parks. Without doubt, Life After Death is a book that will outlive its author-as an
enduring celebration of journalism's dying art. 'Canon Smith expired after suffering an unfortunate
disagreement with his bishop.'-The Sydney Morning Herald, 1882 'Minnesota Fats died at his home
in Nashville. He was eighty-two, or perhaps ninety-five.'-The New York Times, 1996

how to write an obituary: Mission Possible Rhonda Whitton, Sheila Hollingworth, 2002
Proves that is possible to earn a decent living from writing. Shows that there is literally thousands of
places to sell your words, opportunities for your writing, the skills and experience you will require,
as well as how much you can expect to earn from corporate writing, Internet, ghostwriting, niche




markets or teaching.

how to write an obituary: The Me I Want to Be John Ortberg, 2009-12-21 Bestselling author
and pastor Ortberg guides Christians through the sometimes difficult but ultimately fulfilling journey
towards a uniquely created spirituality.

how to write an obituary: Write Your Way to Success in Corporate Communications: Unleash
Your Creativity Pasquale De Marco, In today's fast-paced business world, effective writing is more
important than ever. Whether you're crafting a website, a social media post, or a press release, your
words have the power to make a lasting impression on your audience. Write Your Way to Success in
Corporate Communications is the ultimate guide to writing for the corporate world. This
comprehensive book covers everything you need to know to become a more effective and creative
writer, from the basics of grammar and punctuation to the art of storytelling and persuasion. With
practical tips and real-world examples, this book will teach you how to: * Write clearly and concisely,
even on complex topics * Adapt your writing style to different audiences and purposes * Write
engaging content for the web and social media * Create compelling marketing collateral * Write
effective emails, memos, and reports * Write speeches and presentations that inspire and inform *
Write with confidence and authenticity Whether you're a seasoned writer or just starting out, this
book will help you take your writing skills to the next level. With Write Your Way to Success in
Corporate Communications, you'll be able to write with clarity, persuasion, and creativity, and
achieve your business goals. In addition to the practical writing advice, this book also explores the
latest trends and developments in corporate communications. You'll learn about the rise of artificial
intelligence and machine learning, and how these technologies are changing the way we write and
communicate. With Write Your Way to Success in Corporate Communications, you'll be prepared to
write effectively in the corporate world of tomorrow. If you like this book, write a review!

how to write an obituary: The Responsible Reporter Bruce J. Evensen, 2008 The book is
designed as an introductory text for journalism courses but would also be useful for related classes
such as magazine and feature writing, principles of journalism, and news editing.--Jacket.

how to write an obituary: Report United States. Congress Senate,

how to write an obituary: Creative Writing Practice Debra Adelaide, Sarah Attfield,
2021-10-09 Creative Writing Practice: reflections on form and process explores the craft of creative
writing by illuminating the practices of writers and writer-educators. Demonstrating solutions to
problems in different forms and genres, the contributors draw on their professional and personal
experiences to examine specific and practical challenges that writers must confront and solve in
order to write. This book discusses a range of approaches to writing, such as the early working out
of projects, the idea of experimentation, of narrative time, and of failure. With its strong focus on
process, Creative Writing Practice is a valuable guide for students, scholars and practitioners of
creative writing.

how to write an obituary: Write Away! Arnold Cheyney, 2006 Provides a wide range of ideas
for expository and creative writing activities. Includes writing prompts that increase students'
knowledge about punctuation, grammar, and parts of speech.

how to write an obituary: Newspaper Writing and Editing Willard Grosvenor Bleyer,
2023-09-11 Reproduction of the original.

how to write an obituary: Dying in Text and Picture - Online Obituaries Steffanie Bauer,
2010-08 Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies -
Linguistics, grade: 1,0, Bielefeld University, language: English, abstract: Obituaries in newspapers
and magazines are solemn, quiet affairs. But the new media offer a different kind of way of honoring
a deceased loved one. You can publish articles, countless picture, interactive guest-books and other
gimmicks. But a very popular means of mourning are slideshow obituaries. A few notes concerning
terminology are necessary at this point. The term obituary is traditionally used for text-only formats
(sometimes including a single picture) that appear in newspapers. The slideshow obituaries of our
corpus are structurally as well as content-wise very different from these. Nonetheless, we use have
the term as a starting point for our paper and will use it throughout our text. One can argue that a



comparison between slideshow obituaries and traditional ones is impossible because of the high
discrepancies in structure and content. But our reason for omitting such a comparison is based on
the fact that an analysis of this kind would have to rely primarily on linguistic aspects. The numerous
pictures in slideshow obituaries would be dealt with very briefly and which does not do justice to the
prominent role they play in this particular kind of text. But the more of a slideshow obituary is not
only the pictures. Other visuals play an important role, the layout, the hosting website. You have the
freedom to use different fonts and font sizes. You can create everything from scratch or fall back on
websites that provide design templates. You can add music or a voice message. The content is
usually much less limited than that of a traditional obituary. This myriad of design possibilities leads
to our hypothesis: we propose that, in slideshow obituaries, the different modalities - especially word
and image - cannot be separated from one another. They fulfill inherently different functions and

how to write an obituary: Celebrating a Life Faith Moore, 2011-12-01 A guide of alternatives
to traditional funerals, commemorating lost loved ones in a meaningful, personal way. Today, many
people are forgoing the trappings and timeworn rituals of typical funerals, and are instead opting to
celebrate their loved ones’ lives. With careful planning, services like these can truly honor the
person who has died—and both comfort and uplift those who attend. Celebrating a Life offers
sensitive guidance on every detail—venue, food and drink, music, flowers, eulogy, program,
mementoes—all with the aim of making sure the memorial service’s honoree is remembered just as
he or she would have wished. Checklists and an extensive resource directory provide much-needed
help to those who have very little time to make arrangements. As author Faith Moore says, this book
is not about regrets, but about reimagining how we say good-bye. “In a caring, practical, and
authoritative way, Faith Moore tackles a very difficult topic. Her direct and warm advice is a
fabulous resource. This book is a must-read for anyone who will face the inevitability of honoring
and celebrating the life of a deceased love one.” —Peggy Post, director of the Emily Post Institute
and author of Emily Post’s Etiquette, 17th Edition
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