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**Understanding the Definition of Regionalism in Literature**

Definition of regionalism in literature often sparks curiosity among readers
and students alike, as it represents a fascinating approach to storytelling
that emphasizes the unique characteristics of specific geographic areas. At
its core, regionalism in literature refers to works that focus on the
distinct features, dialects, customs, landscapes, and social dynamics of a
particular region. This literary style aims to capture the essence of a
locale, painting vivid pictures of its culture and people, thereby grounding
stories in a strong sense of place.

If you've ever read a novel or short story that made you feel as though you
were right there—in a small Southern town, a New England village, or the
rugged mountains of the West—then you've experienced regionalism in action.
But why is this approach so compelling, and how does it influence the
narrative? Let’s dive deeper into the definition of regionalism in literature
and explore its significance, characteristics, and examples.

The Roots and Importance of Regionalism in
Literature

Regionalism as a literary movement gained momentum in the late 19th and early
20th centuries, especially in American literature. Writers sought to preserve
and celebrate the diversity of cultures amidst rapid industrialization and
urbanization. The definition of regionalism in literature hinges on the idea
that local color and traditions are essential to understanding the human
experience. By focusing on particular regions, authors offer readers a window
into worlds that might otherwise be overlooked or misunderstood.

This literary focus is important because it emphasizes authenticity and
specificity. Instead of universal themes set in vague or interchangeable
locations, regionalist literature thrives on the details that make a place
unique. This can mean showcasing dialects, social customs, or even the
landscape’s influence on the characters’ lives.

Capturing Local Dialects and Speech Patterns

One of the hallmark features tied to the definition of regionalism in
literature is the use of local dialects. Writers often incorporate vernacular
speech to lend credibility to their characters and settings. For example,
Mark Twain’s use of Southern dialect in *The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn*
is not just stylistic but a deliberate choice to immerse readers in the
Mississippi River culture.

Including authentic dialogue is more than a stylistic flourish; it enriches
the narrative by allowing characters to speak as they naturally would,
reflecting their background and social status. This approach helps readers
connect with characters on a deeper level and understand the community’s
cultural fabric.



Key Characteristics That Define Regionalism in
Literature

When exploring the definition of regionalism in literature, it’s helpful to
identify the traits that distinguish this genre from others. While every
regionalist work is unique, several common elements frequently emerge:

Strong Sense of Place: The setting is not just a backdrop but a crucial
element that shapes the story and characters.

Focus on Local Customs and Traditions: Cultural practices, festivals,
and everyday routines are highlighted to bring the region to life.

Use of Regional Dialects and Language: Authentic speech patterns and
vocabulary specific to the area are used to add realism.

Detailed Descriptions of Landscape: Natural surroundings are vividly
portrayed, influencing the mood and actions.

Exploration of Social Issues Specific to the Region: Themes such as
class, race, gender roles, or economic struggles particular to the
locale.

By weaving these features into their narratives, authors create immersive
experiences that allow readers to explore different worlds without leaving
their seats.

How Regionalism Differs from Realism and Naturalism

While regionalism often overlaps with realism and naturalism, it has distinct
qualities. Realism focuses on depicting life as it is, often dealing with
everyday scenarios and plausible characters. Naturalism, a branch of realism,
tends to emphasize determinism and the influence of environment and heredity
on human behavior.

Regionalism shares these concerns but is more geographically focused. The
definition of regionalism in literature stresses the importance of the
setting itself as a character of sorts. The cultural and environmental
specifics aren’t just influences; they are central to the story’s identity.

Notable Examples Illustrating the Definition of
Regionalism in Literature

To fully grasp the definition of regionalism in literature, it helps to look
at some iconic works that embody this style:



Mark Twain’s *The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn*

As mentioned earlier, Twain’s novel is a quintessential example of American
regionalism. Set along the Mississippi River, it captures the attitudes,
language, and social issues of the Southern United States during the 19th
century. Twain’s vivid descriptions and use of dialect immerse readers in the
region’s culture, making the story feel authentic and grounded.

Willa Cather’s *O Pioneers!*

Cather’s novel focuses on the Nebraska prairie and explores the lives of
immigrant farmers. The story’s deep connection to the land and the portrayal
of rural Midwestern life highlight the importance of place in shaping
identity and experience. The detailed depiction of the harsh environment and
pioneer spirit illustrates how regionalism brings setting to the forefront.

Sarah Orne Jewett’s *The Country of the Pointed Firs*

Jewett’s work centers on a small coastal town in Maine, exploring the rhythms
of rural life and the close-knit community. Her attention to local customs,
landscape, and dialect makes the setting almost a character in its own right,
perfectly illustrating the definition of regionalism in literature.

The Role of Regionalism in Contemporary
Literature

Although regionalism is often associated with classic literature, its
influence continues in contemporary works. Modern authors still draw on
regional settings to explore identity, culture, and social issues, but often
with fresh perspectives that reflect today’s diverse societies.

For writers aiming to incorporate regionalism, understanding the definition
of regionalism in literature means recognizing the importance of authentic
detail and respect for the culture they portray. This might involve extensive
research, interviews with locals, or even immersion in the environment to
capture the true spirit of the place.

Tips for Writers Interested in Regionalism

If you’re a writer looking to embrace regionalism in your work, consider
these helpful suggestions:

Research Thoroughly: Delve into the history, customs, and language of1.
the region you want to depict.

Use Authentic Dialogue: Incorporate local speech patterns naturally,2.
avoiding caricatures or stereotypes.



Focus on Specific Details: Small cultural nuances or environmental3.
features can make your setting come alive.

Respect Cultural Sensitivities: Portray the community with empathy and4.
avoid clichés.

Let Setting Influence Plot and Character: Show how the region shapes5.
people’s decisions and lifestyles.

By following these guidelines, writers can create rich, believable narratives
that honor the regions they depict.

Why Readers Are Drawn to Regionalism

From a reader’s perspective, regionalism offers a unique appeal. It satisfies
a curiosity about different ways of life and transports readers to places
they may never visit. The definition of regionalism in literature is tied to
this immersive quality—stories that aren’t just about characters but about
entire communities and environments.

Additionally, regionalist literature often explores universal themes such as
belonging, identity, and change through the lens of specific places. This
blend of the particular and the universal allows readers to connect deeply
while learning about diverse cultures and histories.

Exploring regionalism also encourages empathy and broadens perspectives. When
readers encounter the struggles, joys, and traditions of people from
different regions, it fosters a greater appreciation for cultural diversity
and human complexity.

---

In essence, the definition of regionalism in literature encompasses much more
than just setting. It’s a literary approach that celebrates the richness of
place and culture, weaving them inseparably into the fabric of storytelling.
Whether through the rugged landscapes of the American West or the quaint
villages of New England, regionalism invites readers to step into a world
shaped by its geography and people—a journey that continues to captivate and
inspire.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of regionalism in literature?

Regionalism in literature is a literary movement that focuses on the
characters, dialect, customs, and landscape particular to a specific
geographic area, emphasizing local color and cultural identity.

How does regionalism differ from realism in



literature?

While realism aims to depict everyday life and society accurately and
objectively, regionalism specifically highlights the unique characteristics
and cultural nuances of a particular region, often emphasizing local dialects
and traditions.

Why is regionalism important in literature?

Regionalism is important because it preserves and showcases the
distinctiveness of various cultures and communities, providing readers with a
deeper understanding of diverse ways of life and contributing to cultural
diversity in literature.

Which authors are known for their contribution to
regionalism in literature?

Authors such as Mark Twain, Kate Chopin, Willa Cather, and Sarah Orne Jewett
are renowned for their contributions to regionalism, as their works vividly
portray the life and culture of specific American regions.

What are common themes explored in regionalist
literature?

Common themes in regionalist literature include cultural identity, tradition
versus change, connection to the land, social customs, and the influence of
environment on people’s lives.

Additional Resources
Regionalism in Literature: Exploring the Nuances of Place and Identity

Definition of regionalism in literature centers on the representation and
emphasis of specific geographical areas, highlighting the unique
characteristics, dialects, customs, landscapes, and social dynamics that
define a particular region. This literary approach seeks to authentically
portray local color and culture, providing readers with a vivid sense of
place that goes beyond generic settings. Often intertwined with themes of
identity and tradition, regionalism in literature serves as both a mirror and
a lens through which the complexities of a locale are examined and
celebrated.

Understanding the definition of regionalism in literature requires delving
into its historical roots and its role within broader literary movements.
Emerging prominently in the 19th century, especially in American literature,
regionalism responded to rapid industrialization and urbanization by
preserving the distinctiveness of rural or provincial life. Authors employed
this style to resist homogenization, giving voice to communities that might
otherwise be overshadowed by dominant cultural narratives.

The Essence of Regionalism in Literature

At its core, regionalism acts as a literary technique that emphasizes



specificity of place. Unlike universal narratives, regionalist literature is
deeply embedded in the local environment—its dialects, traditions, social
hierarchies, and even physical geography. This commitment to locality is not
merely decorative; it shapes the characters’ identities, conflicts, and
worldviews.

Regionalism often involves detailed descriptions that evoke sensory
experiences tied to particular places. For example, the rolling hills of the
American South or the rugged coasts of New England are more than backdrops;
they influence the plot and character development. This attentiveness to
environment reflects a belief that place is integral to understanding human
behavior and societal norms.

Moreover, regionalist literature frequently incorporates dialect and
vernacular speech. This linguistic authenticity reinforces cultural identity
and adds layers of realism. Writers such as Mark Twain and Sarah Orne Jewett
exemplify this approach, capturing regional speech patterns to enhance
narrative credibility.

Historical Context and Evolution

The rise of regionalism in literature correlates strongly with social and
political transformations. In the post-Civil War United States, for instance,
regionalist writers sought to document the fading ways of life amid
modernization. This movement can be seen as a form of cultural preservation,
highlighting the distinctiveness of various American regions during a time of
national consolidation.

Internationally, regionalism also gained traction in countries experiencing
rapid change. For example, in late 19th-century Europe, writers in
Scandinavia and Eastern Europe employed regionalist themes to assert national
identities and resist imperial influences.

Over time, regionalism evolved, intersecting with realism and naturalism.
While realism focused on truthful representation of everyday life, and
naturalism emphasized environmental and hereditary determinants of human
fate, regionalism maintained a unique focus on place-specific culture and
social practices.

Key Features of Regionalism in Literature

Understanding the definition of regionalism in literature involves
recognizing its defining characteristics. These features collectively
contribute to the creation of works that resonate with authenticity and
cultural specificity:

Emphasis on Local Color: Detailed depiction of landscapes, flora, fauna,
and customs unique to a region.

Use of Dialect and Vernacular: Incorporation of regional speech patterns
to enhance realism.

Focus on Social Dynamics: Exploration of community relationships,
traditions, and social hierarchies within a specific locale.



Strong Sense of Place: Geographic and environmental factors influence
character behavior and plot development.

Cultural Preservation: Documentation and celebration of regional
traditions, folklore, and history.

These hallmarks distinguish regionalism from other literary movements that
may prioritize universal themes or abstract concepts over localized
experience.

Regionalism vs. Related Literary Movements

To fully grasp the definition of regionalism in literature, it is helpful to
compare it with related movements such as realism, naturalism, and local
color writing. While overlaps exist, each possesses distinct emphases:

Realism: Seeks to portray life accurately and truthfully without1.
idealization. Realism is broader, addressing social issues and
psychological depth beyond geographic specificity.

Naturalism: An extension of realism, focusing on the deterministic2.
influence of environment and heredity on individuals. It often presents
a more pessimistic view of human agency.

Local Color Writing: Closely aligned with regionalism, local color3.
emphasizes the peculiarities of a place but may lack the deeper social
critique found in regionalist works.

While regionalism shares traits with these movements, its defining feature
remains its rootedness in place and culture, making the environment an active
participant in the narrative.

Impact and Relevance of Regionalism in
Contemporary Literature

The definition of regionalism in literature continues to evolve as
contemporary writers explore identity and place in increasingly globalized
contexts. Modern regionalist literature often grapples with themes of
displacement, migration, and cultural hybridity, reflecting changing
demographics and social landscapes.

In an era where digital media and globalization blur geographic boundaries,
the literary focus on regional specificity offers counterpoints to
homogenizing tendencies. It enables authors to reclaim narratives tied to
marginalized or underrepresented communities, providing nuanced perspectives
that challenge dominant cultural paradigms.

Furthermore, regionalism has expanded beyond traditional rural or provincial
settings to include urban neighborhoods and diasporic communities. This
broadening reflects a more inclusive approach to understanding place and



identity in literature.

Challenges and Criticisms

Despite its contributions, regionalism in literature faces certain
criticisms. Some argue that an overemphasis on locality can lead to
insularity or reinforce stereotypes. There is also the risk of romanticizing
or exoticizing cultures, which may inadvertently perpetuate simplistic or
reductive portrayals.

Additionally, as regions become more interconnected and culturally diverse,
the notion of a singular regional identity becomes complex. Literary
regionalism must therefore navigate the tensions between celebrating
distinctiveness and acknowledging internal diversity and change.

Examples of Regionalism in Literature

Examining prominent works provides concrete insight into how regionalism
functions in practice. Notable examples include:

Mark Twain’s "The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn": A vivid portrayal of
the Mississippi River region, capturing dialects and social realities of
the American South.

Willa Cather’s "My Ántonia": Depicts the Great Plains’ immigrant
experience with rich descriptions of landscape and community life.

Thomas Hardy’s novels: Set in the fictional region of Wessex, Hardy’s
works explore rural English life, social constraints, and the interplay
between humans and nature.

Flannery O’Connor’s Southern Gothic stories: Illuminate the complexities
of Southern identity with a focus on moral and cultural themes.

These texts illustrate how regionalism provides a framework for exploring the
interplay between environment, culture, and individual narratives.

The definition of regionalism in literature underscores the enduring human
fascination with place and belonging. By anchoring stories in specific
locales, regionalist writers enrich the literary landscape with diversity and
depth, inviting readers to engage with the intricate tapestry of human
experience shaped by geography and culture.

Definition Of Regionalism In Literature
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  definition of regionalism in literature: Sources of Regionalism in the Nineteenth
Century Linda Van Santvoort, Tom Verschaffel, 2008 KADOC Artes 9Architectural concepts and
styles seem to flourish on a variety of levels from the most local of contexts to the global. This book
investigates regionalism, which is often conceived today as a late-nineteenth-century phenomenon
because of the preservation and restoration movements that arose during that period.Derived from
the workshop The Sources of Regionalism held by the FWO research group World Views, Cultural
Identities and Architecture in Western Europe, 1815-1940, the essays in this book examine the
meaning of regionalism in architecture, art, and literature, its sources, and its cultural and historical
background. The contributors focus on the nineteenth century and the years of the twentieth century
before World War I and focus geographically on Western Europe, with an emphasis on Belgium,
France, and England. Together, their essays provide a thorough examination of the complexity and
multilayered quality of regionalism.
  definition of regionalism in literature: The Oxford Handbook of Canadian Literature Cynthia
Conchita Sugars, 2016 The Oxford Handbook of Canadian Literature provides a broad-ranging
introduction to some of the key critical fields, genres, and periods in Canadian literary studies. The
essays in this volume, written by prominent theorists in the field, reflect the plurality of critical
perspectives, regional and historical specializations, and theoretical positions that constitute the
field of Canadian literary criticism across a range of genres and historical periods. The volume
provides a dynamic introduction to current areas of critical interest, including (1) attention to the
links between the literary and the public sphere, encompassing such topics as neoliberalism, trauma
and memory, citizenship, material culture, literary prizes, disability studies, literature and history,
digital cultures, globalization studies, and environmentalism or ecocriticism; (2) interest in
Indigenous literatures and settler-Indigenous relations; (3) attention to multiple diasporic and
postcolonial contexts within Canada; (4) interest in the institutionalization of Canadian literature as
a discipline; (5) a turn towards book history and literary history, with a renewed interest in early
Canadian literature; (6) a growing interest in articulating the affective character of the literary -
including an interest in affect theory, mourning, melancholy, haunting, memory, and autobiography.
The book represents a diverse array of interests -- from the revival of early Canadian writing, to the
continued interest in Indigenous, regional, and diasporic traditions, to more recent discussions of
globalization, market forces, and neoliberalism. It includes a distinct section dedicated to Indigenous
literatures and traditions, as well as a section that reflects on the discipline of Canadian literature as
a whole.
  definition of regionalism in literature: American Literary Regionalism in a Global Age Philip
Joseph, 2007-01-01 In this distinctive book, Philip Joseph considers how regional literature can
remain relevant in a modern global community. Why, he asks, should we continue to read regionalist
fiction in an age of expanding international communications and increasing nonlocal forms of
affiliation? With this question as a guide, Joseph places the regionalist tradition of the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries at the center of a contemporary conversation about
community. Part of the challenge, Joseph shows, is to distinguish between versions of regionalism
that speak nostalgically to modern readers and those that might enter actively into a more
progressive collective dialogue. Examining the works of well-known writers including Hamlin
Garland, Abraham Cahan, Willa Cather, Zora Neale Hurston, and William Faulkner, Joseph argues
that these regionalist authors share a vision of local communities in open discourse with the external
world -- capable of shaping public thought and policy and also of benefiting from the knowledge and
experiences of outsiders. Their fiction depicts a range of localities, from Jewish American
neighborhoods and midwest farming communities to southern African American towns and
southwestern mixed-race parishes. Their characters are often associated with the literary-artistic
process, a method stressing open-ended critique that -- unlike journalistic, philosophical, or legal
processes -- ensures open dialogue.Joseph takes his argument beyond the boundaries of literary
scholarship by engaging with art critics such as Lucy Lippard, distance-learning opponents such as



David Noble, and civil society proponents such as Robert Putnam and Michael Sandel. Like civil
society advocates today, regionalist writers used the idea of community as a discursive topos and
explored how values including home and neighborhood were reconciled with such democratic ideals
as individual self-determination and collective empowerment.
  definition of regionalism in literature: The Cambridge Companion to Canadian
Literature Eva-Marie Kröller, 2017-05-27 This fully revised second edition of The Cambridge
Companion to Canadian Literature offers a comprehensive introduction to major writers, genres and
topics. For this edition several chapters have been completely rewritten to reflect major
developments in Canadian literature since 2004. Surveys of fiction, drama and poetry are
complemented by chapters on Aboriginal writing, autobiography, literary criticism, writing by
women and the emergence of urban writing. Areas of research that have expanded since the first
edition include environmental concerns and questions of sexuality which are freshly explored across
several different chapters. A substantial chapter on francophone writing is included. Authors such as
Margaret Atwood, noted for her experiments in multiple literary genres, are given full consideration,
as is the work of authors who have achieved major recognition, such as Alice Munro, recipient of the
Nobel Prize for literature.
  definition of regionalism in literature: Mary Austin's Regionalism Heike Schaefer, 2004
Mary Austin's decades-old regionalist work still has the power to fascinate and move a wide
audience of contemporary readers.Under the Sign of Nature: Explorations in Ecocriticism
  definition of regionalism in literature: Regionalism and the Reading Class Wendy Griswold,
2008-09-15 Globalization and the Internet are smothering cultural regionalism, that sense of place
that flourished in simpler times. These two villains are also prime suspects in the death of reading.
Or so alarming reports about our homogenous and dumbed-down culture would have it, but as
Regionalism and the Reading Class shows, neither of these claims stands up under scrutiny—quite
the contrary. Wendy Griswold draws on cases from Italy, Norway, and the United States to show that
fans of books form their own reading class, with a distinctive demographic profile separate from the
general public. This reading class is modest in size but intense in its literary practices. Paradoxically
these educated and mobile elites work hard to put down local roots by, among other strategies,
exploring regional writing. Ultimately, due to the technological, economic, and political advantages
they wield, cosmopolitan readers are able to celebrate, perpetuate, and reinvigorate local culture.
Griswold’s study will appeal to students of cultural sociology and the history of the book—and her
findings will be welcome news to anyone worried about the future of reading or the eclipse of place.
  definition of regionalism in literature: Dictionary of Midwestern Literature, Volume 1
Philip A. Greasley, 2001-05-30 The Dictionary of Midwestern Literature, Volume One, surveys the
lives and writings of nearly 400 Midwestern authors and identifies some of the most important
criticism of their writings. The Dictionary is based on the belief that the literature of any region
simultaneously captures the experience and influences the worldview of its people, reflecting as well
as shaping the evolving sense of individual and collective identity, meaning, and values. Volume One
presents individual lives and literary orientations and offers a broad survey of the Midwestern
experience as expressed by its many diverse peoples over time.Philip A. Greasley's introduction fills
in background information and describes the philosophy, focus, methodology, content, and layout of
entries, as well as criteria for their inclusion. An extended lead-essay, The Origins and Development
of the Literature of the Midwest, by David D. Anderson, provides a historical, cultural, and literary
context in which the lives and writings of individual authors can be considered.This volume is the
first of an ambitious three-volume series sponsored by the Society for the Study of Midwestern
Literature and created by its members. Volume Two will provide similar coverage of non-author
entries, such as sites, centers, movements, influences, themes, and genres. Volume Three will be a
literary history of the Midwest. One goal of the series is to build understanding of the nature,
importance, and influence of Midwestern writers and literature. Another is to provide information on
writers from the early years of the Midwestern experience, as well as those now emerging, who are
typically absent from existing reference works.



  definition of regionalism in literature: The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Regionalism
Tanja A. Börzel, Thomas Risse, 2016-02-04 The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Regionalism - the
first of its kind - offers a systematic and wide-ranging survey of the scholarship on regionalism,
regionalization, and regional governance. Unpacking the major debates, leading authors of the field
synthesize the state of the art, provide a guide to the comparative study of regionalism, and identify
future avenues of research. Twenty-seven chapters review the theoretical and empirical scholarship
with regard to the emergence of regionalism, the institutional design of regional organizations and
issue-specific governance, as well as the effects of regionalism and its relationship with processes of
regionalization. The authors explore theories of cooperation, integration, and diffusion explaining
the rise and the different forms of regionalism. The handbook also discusses the state of the art on
the world regions: North America, Latin America, Europe, Eurasia, Asia, North Africa and the
Middle East, and Sub-Saharan Africa. Various chapters survey the literature on regional governance
in major issue areas such as security and peace, trade and finance, environment, migration, social
and gender policies, as well as democracy and human rights. Finally, the handbook engages in
cross-regional comparisons with regard to institutional design, dispute settlement, identities and
communities, legitimacy and democracy, as well as inter- and transregionalism.
  definition of regionalism in literature: Literature of the 1950s Alice Ferrebe, 2015-09-30
This lively study challenges the myths about apathy and smugness surrounding British literature of
the period. It rereads the decade and its literature as crucial in twentieth-century British history for
its emergent and increasingly complicated politics
  definition of regionalism in literature: Authoritarian Regionalism in the World of
International Organizations Anastassia V. Obydenkova, Alexander Libman, 2019 This volume
examines the subject of authoritarian regionalism, and is the first to systematically investigate the
functioning and the impact of authoritarian regionalism as a new phenomenon as well as its
implications for democratization world-wide.
  definition of regionalism in literature: A Companion to the Regional Literatures of
America Charles L. Crow, 2008-04-15 The Blackwell Companion to American Regional Literature is
the most comprehensive resource yet published for study of this popular field. The most inclusive
survey yet published of American regional literature. Represents a wide variety of theoretical and
historical approaches. Surveys the literature of specific regions from California to New England and
from Alaska to Hawaii. Discusses authors and groups who have been important in defining regional
American literature.
  definition of regionalism in literature: A Sense of Place Christian Riegel, 1998-03 A
re-evaluation of regionalism in Canadian and American writing, A Sense of Place provides a
comparative approach to the issue within a continental framework. The contributors to this
collection-including Frank Davey, Marjorie Pryse, and Jonathan Hart-look at a broad range of
writers. They explore regionalism on both sides of the border in light of the central political,
cultural, literary, and theoretical debates of our times.
  definition of regionalism in literature: Regionalism and dialectal literature Marin
Franičević, 1965
  definition of regionalism in literature: The Rise of Regionalism Rune Dahl Fitjar,
2009-09-10 During the past 40 years, regions have become increasingly important in Western
Europe both as units of government and as sources for political mobilization. This book examines
why regional identities are stronger in some regions than in others, and why regional elites attempt
to mobilize the public on a regionalist agenda at certain points in time. The author develops a model
that explains change across space as well as time and provides a comprehensive discussion of the
causes of regionalism. It focuses on endogenous developments in the regions and on change across
time in the economic and political landscapes of the regions. Using a quantitative study of 212
Western European regions, which examine whether regionalism is related to cultural, economic and
political characteristics of the regions, the book builds a model of the causes of regionalism. The
issues are further explored through case studies on Scotland (UK) and Rogaland (Norway). This



book will be of interest to students and scholars of political and social sciences, especially those with
an interest in regions, regionalism and regional nationalism, Scottish politics, Norwegian politics,
territorial identities and territorial politics.
  definition of regionalism in literature: Literature of the 1950s: Good, Brave Causes Alice
Ferrebe, 2012-04-10 Challenges the myths about apathy and smugness surrounding British
literature of the period.Alice Ferrebe's lively study rereads the decade and its literature as crucial in
twentieth-century British history for its emergent and increasingly complicated politics of difference,
as ideas about identity, authority and belonging were tested and contested. By placing a diverse
selection of texts alongside those of the established canon of Movement and 'Angry' writing, a
literary culture of true diversity and depth is brought into view. The volume characterises the 1950s
as a time of confrontation with a range of concerns still avidly debated today, including immigration,
education, the challenging behaviour of youth, nuclear threat, the post-industrial and post-imperial
legacy, a consumerist economy and a feminist movement hampered by the perceivedly
comprehensive nature of its recent success. Contrary to Jimmy Porter's defeatist judgement on his
era in John Osborne's 1956 play Look Back in Anger, the volume upholds such concerns as 'good,
brave causes' indeed.
  definition of regionalism in literature: Children’s Literature in Place Željka Flegar,
Jennifer M. Miskec, 2024-02-29 Children’s Literature in Place: Surveying the Landscapes of
Children’s Culture is an edited collection dedicated to individual, international, and interdisciplinary
considerations of the places and spaces of children’s literature, media, and culture, from content to
methodology, in fictional, virtual, and material settings. This volume proposes a survey of the
changing landscapes of children’s culture, the expected and unexpected spaces and places that
emerge as and because of children’s culture. The places and spaces of children’s literature are
varied and diverse. By making place studies a guiding principle, this book builds on the impressive
body of international research on place in children’s literature, media, and culture to bring together
and provide a comprehensive overview of how to study place in children’s and young adult
literature. This volume provides a wide range of approaches and international perspectives of place
in children’s literature, media, and culture and contributes to this growing and relevant field by
showcasing various scholarly aspects and approaches to children’s literature, and the place of
children’s literature in the context of international scholarship.
  definition of regionalism in literature: Regionalism in Southeast Asia Nicholas Tarling,
2006-09-27 This innovative text provides the reader with an historical analysis of Southeast Asia
from the unusual perspective of regionalism.
  definition of regionalism in literature: The Oxford History of the Novel in English Cyrus
R. K. Patell, Deborah Lindsay Williams, 2024 An overview of US fiction since 1940 that explores the
history of literary forms, the history of narrative forms, the history of the book, the history of media,
and the history of higher education in the United States.
  definition of regionalism in literature: Critical Regionalism Douglas Reichert Powell,
2012-09-01 The idea of region in America has often served to isolate places from each other,
observes Douglas Reichert Powell. Whether in the nostalgic celebration of folk cultures or the
urbane distaste for hicks, certain regions of the country are identified as static, insular, and
culturally disconnected from everywhere else. In Critical Regionalism, Reichert Powell explores this
trend and offers alternatives to it. Reichert Powell proposes using more nuanced strategies that
identify distinctive aspects of particular geographically marginal communities without turning them
into peculiar hick towns. He enacts a new methodology of critical regionalism in order to link local
concerns and debates to larger patterns of history, politics, and culture. To illustrate his method, in
each chapter of the book Reichert Powell juxtaposes widely known texts from American literature
and film with texts from and about his own Appalachian hometown of Johnson City, Tennessee. He
carries the idea further in a call for a critical regionalist pedagogy that uses the classroom as a place
for academic writers to build new connections with their surroundings, and to teach others to do so
as well.



  definition of regionalism in literature: A Companion to American Literature Susan Belasco,
Theresa Strouth Gaul, Linck Johnson, Michael Soto, 2020-04-03 A comprehensive, chronological
overview of American literature in three scholarly and authoritative volumes A Companion to
American Literature traces the history and development of American literature from its early origins
in Native American oral tradition to 21st century digital literature. This comprehensive three-volume
set brings together contributions from a diverse international team of accomplished young scholars
and established figures in the field. Contributors explore a broad range of topics in historical,
cultural, political, geographic, and technological contexts, engaging the work of both well-known
and non-canonical writers of every period. Volume One is an inclusive and geographically expansive
examination of early American literature, applying a range of cultural and historical approaches and
theoretical models to a dramatically expanded canon of texts. Volume Two covers American
literature between 1820 and 1914, focusing on the development of print culture and the literary
marketplace, the emergence of various literary movements, and the impact of social and historical
events on writers and writings of the period. Spanning the 20th and early 21st centuries, Volume
Three studies traditional areas of American literature as well as the literature from previously
marginalized groups and contemporary writers often overlooked by scholars. This inclusive and
comprehensive study of American literature: Examines the influences of race, ethnicity, gender,
class, and disability on American literature Discusses the role of technology in book production and
circulation, the rise of literacy, and changing reading practices and literary forms Explores a wide
range of writings in multiple genres, including novels, short stories, dramas, and a variety of poetic
forms, as well as autobiographies, essays, lectures, diaries, journals, letters, sermons, histories, and
graphic narratives. Provides a thematic index that groups chapters by contexts and illustrates their
links across different traditional chronological boundaries A Companion to American Literature is a
valuable resource for students coming to the subject for the first time or preparing for field
examinations, instructors in American literature courses, and scholars with more specialized
interests in specific authors, genres, movements, or periods.
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