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ahlam mosteghanemi memory in the flesh serves as a powerful gateway into the rich tapestry of
Algerian literature and post-colonial identity. Mosteghanemi, often heralded as one of the most
influential contemporary Arabic novelists, masterfully weaves themes of memory, identity, and
personal as well as collective history throughout her work. Her novel *Memory in the Flesh* (originally
*Al-Thakera fi al-Lahd*) is a poignant exploration of the scars left by Algeria’s struggle for
independence and the intimate, often painful, process of reconciliation with the past.

This article delves into the heart of Ahlam Mosteghanemi’s *Memory in the Flesh*, examining its
themes, literary style, and cultural significance. Whether you’re a literature enthusiast, a student of
North African history, or simply curious about this remarkable author, this comprehensive guide will
provide you with meaningful insights into her work and its lasting impact.

The Essence of Ahlam Mosteghanemi’s Memory in the
Flesh

At its core, *Memory in the Flesh* is a novel about remembering — not just personal memories, but
the collective memory of a nation. Published in 1993, the book became a landmark in modern Arabic
literature, capturing the tumultuous period following Algeria’s war of independence from France.
Mosteghanemi’s narrative is deeply intertwined with the experiences of exile, loss, love, and political
awakening.

Plot Overview and Central Characters

The novel follows Khaled, a painter and poet who returns to Algeria after years of exile in Paris. His
return ignites a deeply emotional journey as he confronts the ghosts of his past and the complex
realities of his homeland. Khaled’s love story with Hayat, a woman connected to the revolutionary
cause, unfolds against the backdrop of Algeria’s political turmoil.

Their relationship becomes a metaphor for the nation’s own struggles—caught between memory and
forgetting, between love and betrayal. Through Khaled’s eyes, readers experience the pain of
displacement, the longing for belonging, and the inevitable clash between personal desires and
political responsibilities.

Thematic Richness: Memory, Identity, and Post-
Colonialism

Ahlam Mosteghanemi’s *Memory in the Flesh* is not just a story; it’s a meditation on how history
shapes identity. The themes she explores resonate far beyond Algeria, touching on universal



questions about how societies remember trauma and how individuals reconcile with their fragmented
pasts.

The Power of Memory

Memory in the novel is portrayed as a living, sometimes painful entity. Mosteghanemi suggests that
memory is essential for healing but also warns about its dangers when it becomes a source of endless
suffering. Khaled’s art and poetry are manifestations of this tension—using creativity to preserve
memory yet struggling with its burden.

Post-Colonial Identity and Cultural Reclamation

The novel also grapples with Algeria’s post-colonial identity crisis. After years under French rule,
Algeria faced the daunting task of reclaiming its language, culture, and political autonomy.
Mosteghanemi’s use of Arabic, infused with poetic sensibilities, is itself an act of cultural resistance.
Through her characters, she explores the complexities of nationalism, the scars of colonization, and
the hope for a self-defined future.

Ahlam Mosteghanemi’s Literary Style and Influence

One of the most striking features of *Memory in the Flesh* is its lyrical prose and poetic structure.
Mosteghanemi’s background as a poet shines through in her vivid descriptions, emotional depth, and
rhythmic language, which elevate the novel beyond traditional storytelling.

Poetry and Prose Blend

The novel is renowned for blending poetry seamlessly with prose, creating a unique reading
experience that evokes emotions both subtle and intense. Khaled’s own poetry within the narrative
allows readers to delve deeper into his psyche, revealing his inner turmoil and aspirations.

Impact on Arabic Literature

Mosteghanemi’s work has inspired a new generation of Arab writers, especially women, who see in
her novels a voice that challenges conventions and confronts difficult histories. *Memory in the Flesh*
broke new ground by addressing issues of gender, memory, and identity with unapologetic honesty,
helping to enrich the Arabic literary canon.



Cultural and Historical Context Behind Memory in the
Flesh

Understanding the historical context of Algeria’s fight for independence helps readers appreciate the
weight and significance of *Memory in the Flesh*. The Algerian War (1954–1962) was brutal, marked
by violence, displacement, and deep societal divisions.

The Algerian War and Its Aftermath

Mosteghanemi’s narrative is rooted in the collective trauma of this war. Characters embody the
struggles faced by Algerians during and after the conflict—exile, political disillusionment, and the
quest for justice. The novel captures the nuances of this era, from the idealism of the revolution to the
complexities of post-war reality.

Exile and Return

Khaled’s exile in Paris and his return to Algeria symbolize a broader experience shared by many
Algerians who lived abroad, torn between attachment to their homeland and the alienation of
displacement. This theme resonates with readers worldwide who have faced similar dilemmas of
identity and belonging.

Why Ahlam Mosteghanemi Memory in the Flesh
Continues to Resonate Today

Decades after its publication, *Memory in the Flesh* remains relevant, speaking to ongoing debates
about memory, reconciliation, and cultural identity in post-colonial societies. Its exploration of love
and loss against a backdrop of political upheaval gives it a timeless quality.

Modern Relevance and Global Appeal

The novel’s themes transcend Algeria’s borders, appealing to anyone interested in the human cost of
conflict and the resilience of spirit. Moreover, Mosteghanemi’s portrayal of a strong, complex female
character challenges stereotypes and encourages discussions about women’s roles in history and
literature.

Translations and International Recognition

Translated into multiple languages, *Memory in the Flesh* has reached a global audience, helping to
introduce Algerian and Arab narratives to readers worldwide. Its international acclaim underscores the



universal power of Mosteghanemi’s storytelling.

Tips for Readers New to Ahlam Mosteghanemi’s Work

If you’re approaching *Memory in the Flesh* for the first time, here are some tips to enhance your
reading experience:

Familiarize yourself with Algerian history: A basic understanding of the Algerian War and
its impact provides valuable context.

Appreciate the poetic language: Take your time with the prose; Mosteghanemi’s lyrical style
rewards careful reading.

Reflect on the themes: Consider how memory and identity interplay not only in the novel but
in your own experiences or cultural background.

Explore related works: Reading other post-colonial literature from North Africa can deepen
your appreciation of the novel’s themes.

By engaging with the novel thoughtfully, readers can uncover layers of meaning that make *Memory
in the Flesh* a rich and rewarding literary journey.

---

Ahlam Mosteghanemi’s *Memory in the Flesh* stands as a testament to the enduring power of
storytelling to heal wounds, preserve history, and challenge perceptions. Through its compelling
characters and evocative prose, the novel invites us to confront the past not as a distant memory but
as a vital part of our shared humanity. Whether you’re drawn to its poetic beauty or its historical
insight, this work continues to inspire and provoke thought in readers around the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Memory in the Flesh' by Ahlam Mosteghanemi about?
'Memory in the Flesh' is a novel by Ahlam Mosteghanemi that explores themes of memory, identity,
and the Algerian struggle for independence through the story of a painter named Khaled who
grapples with his past and love.

Who is the main character in 'Memory in the Flesh' by Ahlam
Mosteghanemi?
The main character is Khaled, a wounded Algerian freedom fighter and painter who reflects on his
past and complex relationships.



Why is 'Memory in the Flesh' considered significant in Arabic
literature?
It is considered significant because it combines poetic language with historical and political
commentary, capturing the Algerian experience and the emotional depth of post-colonial identity.

What themes does Ahlam Mosteghanemi explore in 'Memory
in the Flesh'?
The novel explores themes such as memory, love, loss, identity, the impact of war, and the search for
meaning in a post-colonial context.

Has 'Memory in the Flesh' by Ahlam Mosteghanemi been
translated into other languages?
Yes, 'Memory in the Flesh' has been translated into several languages including English and French,
broadening its international readership.

What inspired Ahlam Mosteghanemi to write 'Memory in the
Flesh'?
Ahlam Mosteghanemi was inspired by her own experiences and the history of Algeria's fight for
independence, aiming to give voice to the emotional and cultural aftermath of war.

How is memory portrayed in Ahlam Mosteghanemi's 'Memory
in the Flesh'?
Memory is portrayed as a powerful force that shapes identity, influences present actions, and
connects personal and collective histories.

Is 'Memory in the Flesh' part of a series or a standalone
novel?
'Memory in the Flesh' is the first novel in a trilogy by Ahlam Mosteghanemi, followed by 'Chaos of the
Senses' and 'The Art of Forgetting.'

Additional Resources
Ahlam Mosteghanemi Memory in the Flesh: Exploring the Depths of Identity and History

ahlam mosteghanemi memory in the flesh stands as a pivotal work in contemporary Arabic
literature, offering a profound exploration of memory, identity, and the enduring scars of colonialism.
This novel, originally published in Arabic as "ذاكرة الجسد" (Dhakirat al-Jasad), has garnered widespread
acclaim for its lyrical prose and its unflinching examination of personal and collective trauma. In this
article, we will delve into the thematic richness of Mosteghanemi’s masterpiece, its narrative style,
and its cultural significance within the broader landscape of postcolonial literature.



In-depth Analysis of Ahlam Mosteghanemi’s Memory in
the Flesh

Memory in the Flesh is not merely a novel; it functions as a cultural document that intertwines
personal memory with the historical memory of Algeria. Mosteghanemi, an Algerian author and poet,
crafts a narrative that challenges the erasure of history and the silencing of individual voices caused
by political upheaval and colonization. The title itself is evocative, suggesting that memory is not
intangible but embodied—engraved “in the flesh” of those who live through it.

The narrative follows Khaled, a man who returns to Algeria after years of exile to confront his past and
the ghosts of war and lost love. Through Khaled’s journey, Mosteghanemi explores the complex
interplay between personal identity and national history. The novel’s structure, blending poetry and
prose, mirrors the fragmented nature of memory and trauma, emphasizing how history is often
reconstructed through subjective experience.

Thematic Exploration: Memory, Identity, and Exile

At its core, Memory in the Flesh grapples with the theme of memory as a form of resistance. The
Algerian War of Independence is not just a backdrop but a living presence in the characters’ lives.
Mosteghanemi’s portrayal of exile—both physical and psychological—offers insight into the alienation
felt by many postcolonial subjects. Khaled’s return to Algeria symbolizes a confrontation with a
homeland that is both familiar and estranged, highlighting the tension between belonging and
dislocation.

Identity, both personal and collective, is intricately examined. Khaled’s quest to reclaim his identity is
paralleled by Algeria’s struggle to assert its national identity post-independence. The novel questions
how history is remembered and who gets to tell it, ultimately asserting the necessity of reclaiming
suppressed narratives.

Narrative Style and Literary Techniques

Mosteghanemi’s use of language in Memory in the Flesh is a notable feature that contributes to its
lasting impact. Her poetic style, marked by vivid imagery and metaphor, elevates the narrative
beyond conventional storytelling. This lyrical approach allows readers to engage emotionally with the
characters’ experiences, making the abstract themes of memory and loss tangible.

The interweaving of first-person narrative with lyrical prose creates a sense of immediacy and
intimacy. This stylistic choice reflects the fragmented nature of memory, where moments of clarity
are interspersed with ambiguity and pain. Additionally, Mosteghanemi’s depiction of female
characters challenges traditional gender roles, adding another layer of complexity to the narrative.

Cultural and Historical Significance



Ahlam Mosteghanemi’s Memory in the Flesh occupies a crucial place in Arab literature, particularly in
the context of postcolonial discourse. The novel’s exploration of Algeria’s turbulent history resonates
with broader themes relevant to other postcolonial societies, such as the struggle for self-
determination and the negotiation of identity in the aftermath of colonial rule.

The book’s success, both within the Arab world and internationally, underscores the universal appeal
of its themes. It has been translated into multiple languages, facilitating cross-cultural dialogue about
memory, trauma, and healing. Mosteghanemi’s status as a female author also challenges patriarchal
norms in Arabic literature, paving the way for more diverse voices to emerge.

Comparisons with Other Postcolonial Works

Memory in the Flesh can be fruitfully compared to other postcolonial novels that explore similar
themes of memory and identity. For instance, the works of Chinua Achebe and Ngũgĩ wa Thiong’o
similarly interrogate the legacies of colonialism in Africa. However, Mosteghanemi’s unique poetic
style distinguishes her narrative, blending lyrical intensity with political commentary.

Unlike many postcolonial texts that focus predominantly on political history, Memory in the Flesh
emphasizes the emotional and psychological dimensions of memory. This focus enriches the
discourse surrounding postcolonial identity, illustrating how personal and national histories are deeply
intertwined.

Pros and Cons of Memory in the Flesh as a Literary Work

Pros: The novel’s poetic language and emotional depth create a powerful reading experience
that resonates on multiple levels. Its nuanced portrayal of Algerian history offers valuable
insights into the complexities of postcolonial identity.

Cons: Some readers may find the non-linear narrative and poetic style challenging, particularly
if they are accustomed to more straightforward prose. Additionally, the heavy focus on Algerian
history might require contextual knowledge for full appreciation.

Legacy and Influence of Ahlam Mosteghanemi’s Work

Memory in the Flesh has inspired a generation of writers and readers interested in exploring themes
of memory, identity, and postcolonial experience. Mosteghanemi’s ability to weave together personal
narrative with national history has set a benchmark for Arabic literature, encouraging a more
introspective and lyrical approach to storytelling.

Her work continues to be studied in academic circles for its contribution to postcolonial theory and
feminist literature. The novel’s enduring popularity is a testament to its relevance, as contemporary
societies grapple with similar issues of memory, trauma, and reconciliation.



As global interest in Arabic literature grows, Ahlam Mosteghanemi’s Memory in the Flesh remains a
vital text that bridges cultural divides, offering profound reflections on the human condition through
the lens of history and personal experience.

Ahlam Mosteghanemi Memory In The Flesh
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past. This book argues that Mosteghanemi’s polyphonic narratives reveal that national narratives
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Jabouri Ghazoul, Hasna Reda-Mekdashi, Mandy McClure, 2008 Arab women's writing in the modern
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includes Arab women's writing in French and English, as well as a bibliography of works translated
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bi-Amr Illah (the ruler by order of God), the Fatimid caliph who ruled Egypt during the tenth century
and whose career was a direct reflection of both the tensions within the Islamic dominions as a
whole and of the conflicts within his own mind. In this remarkable novel Bensalem Himmich explores
these tensions and conflicts and their disastrous consequences on an individual ruler and on his
people. Himmich does not spare his readers the full horror and tragedy of al-Hakim's reign, but in
employing a variety of textual styles - including quotations from some of the best known medieval
Arab historians; vivid historical narratives; a series of extraordinary decrees issued by the caliph;
and, most remarkably, the inspirational utterances of al-Hakim during his ecstatic visions, recorded
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qualities of those who find themselves forced to cajole, confront, or oppose him.
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paperback edition of a haunting novel of love and loss and the impossibility of true exile from the
world
  ahlam mosteghanemi memory in the flesh: The Polymath Bensalem Himmich, 2009 This
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Khaldun, using historical sources, and particularly material from the writer's works, to construct the
personal and intellectual universe of a fourteenth-century genius. The dominant concern of the novel
the uneasy relationship between intellectuals and political power, between scholars and authority
addresses our times through the transparent veil of history. In the first part of the novel, we are
introduced to the mind of Ibn Khaldun as he dictates his work to his scribe and interlocutor. The
second part delves into the heart of the man and his retrieval of a measure of happiness and
affection in a remarriage, after the drowning of his first wife and their children at sea. Finally we see
Ibn Khaldun as a man of action, trying to minimize the imminent horrors of invading armies and
averting the sack of Damascus by Tamerlane, only to spend his last years lonely and destitute,
having been fired from his post as qadi, his wife having gone to Morocco, and his attempts at saving
the political situation having come to nil. The elusive simplicity and fluency of style manage to
entertain and instruct at once. We learn as we read about Ibn Khaldun: his insights into history and
historiography, his views of the rise and fall of civilizations, the principles of his sociological
thinking, along with intimate aspects of his life, including his tragic losses and his attitude toward
women. We also learn of his response to the major crisis of his time, the Tatar invasion of the
Mashriq. In short, Ibn Khaldun, the distant and formidable figure, is humanized thanks to this novel.
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  ahlam mosteghanemi memory in the flesh: voices from the other world Najīb Maḥfūẓ,
2002 Five masterly stories by the young Naguib Mahfouz, all inspired by the Egypt of the pharaohs
  ahlam mosteghanemi memory in the flesh: the inheritance sahar khalifeh, Aida Bamia,
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realities in the lives of Palestinian women. Through her protagonist, Zeynab, born to an American
mother and a Palestinian father, Khalifeh illuminates the disorienting experience of living between
two worlds, and the search for identity that mirrors the Palestinians' own quest for nationhood. Set
against the emotionally charged background of the early 1990s - when the Gulf War and the Oslo
Accords fundamentally shifted the political landscape - The Inheritance takes as its subject the fate
of young Palestinian women who supported their families for decades working elsewhere in the
Middle East. In vivid prose, Khalifeh traces the disruption caused by the Gulf War on the life of these
women, as Zeynab returns to her homeland and tries to adapt to her new life on the West Bank after
years spent in Kuwait. In her previous novels, Sahar Khalifeh has established herself as the premier
female novelist of the Palestinian diaspora; with The Inheritance, she breaks new ground in giving
voice to these Palestinian women and their return from economic exile. With its critical portrayal of
the Palestinian Authority, its mistakes, and limitations, The Inheritance offers a surprising look at
the realities of Palestinian life and society. As the story of an immigrant torn between two cultures
and struggling to adapt to both, Zeynab's tale touches on universal themes that will resonate with
readers everywhere.
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banks of the Nile, the characters of this novel wait and watch as opportunities swim by past their
reach. Some gaze on as their local café is stolen before their eyes. One studies how the nouveaux
riches of the Open Door Policy make their money, while others try their own hand at swindle. Still
others read the empty rhetoric of state-run newspapers and wonder what it all means. It is long past
midnight; some walk, some sit and smoke, and all are trading stories. A young artist waits by himself
for a girl, a drink, or a revolution. All are waiting for what the next day might bring. Set on the eve of
the January 1977 bread riots against IMF austerity programs and privatization that nearly brought
down President Anwar Sadat, The Heron catches Egypt in the mid-stream of its modern history.
Since it first appeared in 1984, Ibrahim Aslan's The Heron has been a classic of modern Arabic
literature. It has been translated into a number of European languages and adapted as the
successful film Kit Kat.
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Hammond, 2007 This volume explores Arab cultural life since World War II. Chapters cover topics
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consumerism, sport and the Arabic language.
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2016-02-08 Notably, studies on the Arabic novel tend to focus on canonical writers, like the Egyptian
novelist and Nobel laureate Naguib Mahfouz (1911–2006), and leave out or just mention en passant
the work of others. This book is not concerned with the ways in which the Arabic novel breaks away
from or reproduces Mahfouz’s approach and techniques, but focuses instead on the way in which the
authors in question engage with the phenomena of nationalism, feminism, post- and neo-colonialism,
civil war, and social change in the Arab world using an urban scenario as their privileged point of
observation. The Arabic city is privileged as a focal point because it is the space where the struggles
over issues of nation-building, gender, religion, and class, as well as the patriarchal, colonialist,
Zionist, and sectarian violence linked to these issues, manifest themselves most evidently. To this
end, From Damascus to Beirut: Contested Cities in Arab Writing brings together four novels
published between 1969 and 1989, which have never been approached from this perspective nor put
in this kind of dialogue before. Ulfat Idilbi’s Damascus, Ghassan Kanafani’s Haifa, Ahlam
Mosteghanemi’s Constantine, and Elias Khoury’s Beirut are social and historical products, and, as
such, as Henri Lefebvre maintains, are deeply rooted in politics and affected by ideology. The cities



discussed here, in fact, display the ebbs and flows of political and social life in their respective
countries and in the Arab world in general. Each city stands at a crucial point in the history of the
Arab world, and the way in which they are represented by their respective authors sets the stage for,
and sometimes even foreshadows, an upcoming defeat or disappointment. Albeit for different
reasons, Damascus, Haifa, Constantine and Beirut are all expressions of failures either on national,
political, social, or economic levels. Paradoxically, however, they are also the repositories of their
people’s hopes and aspirations, as well as of their disappointments. Analysing these novels as such,
this book will be of particular interest to postcolonial readers and, more importantly, to
English-speaking readers who are interested in the study of modern Arabic literature. Its close
textual analysis offers the reader new tools not only for understanding themes and narrative
techniques pertaining to the Arabic novel, but also the contemporary political, cultural and social
issues that produced them.
  ahlam mosteghanemi memory in the flesh: Nile Sparrows Ibrahim Aslan, 2009 Set in the
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published in English, chronicles the daily rhythm of life of rural migrants to Cairo and their complex
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and Abdel Reheem have both been dead for some time. Her grandson Mr. Abdalla, who has children
of his own and not a few flecks of gray in his hair, reluctantly sets out for their home village to
search for her, embarking on a bittersweet odyssey into his family's past and a confrontation with
his own aging. In an elliptical narrative, Aslan limns a series of vignettes that mimic the workings of
memory, moving backward and forward in time and held together by a series of recurrent figures
and images. There is Abdalla's father, the tragic al-Bahey Uthman; his quirky and earthy uncle Abdel
Reheem; and his sweet mother, Nargis, who dies with her simplest desires unfulfilled. Aslan's
moving portrait of the quotidian dramas that constitute the lives of ordinary Egyptians is untainted
by populist pretensions or belittling romanticism, and full of the humor and heartbreaking pathos
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relationship between the West and the Arab world in Orientalism, there has been little postcolonial
criticism of Arab writing. Anastasia Valassopoulos raises the profile of Arab women writers by
examining how they negotiate contexts and experiences that have come to be identified with
postcoloniality such as the preoccupation with Western feminism, political conflict and war, the
social effects of non-conformity and female empowerment, and the negotiation of influential cultural
discourses such as orientalism. Contemporary Arab Women Writers revitalizes theoretical concepts
associated with feminism, gender studies and cultural studies, and explores how art history, popular
culture, translation studies, psychoanalysis and news media all offer productive ways to associate
with Arab women’s writing that work beyond a limiting socio-historical context. Discussing the
writings of authors including Ahdaf Soueif, Nawal El Saadawi, Leila Sebbar, Liana Badr and Hanan
Al-Shaykh, this book represents a new direction in postcolonial literary criticism that transcends
constrictive monothematic approaches.
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the wounded hearts and minds of a group of Egyptian Bedouin women The Tent is a beautifully
written, powerful, and disturbing novel, featuring a host of women characters whose lives are
subject to the will of a single, often absent, patriarch and his brutal, foul-mouthed mother. Told
through the eyes of a young girl, the lives of the Bedouin and peasant women unfold, revealing the
tragedy of the sonless mother and the intolerable heaviness of existence. Set against trackless
deserts and star-filled night skies, the story tells of the young girl's relationship with her distant
father and a foreign woman who is well-meaning but ultimately motivated by self-interest. It



provides an intimate glimpse inside the women's quarters, and chronicles their pastimes and
preoccupations, their stories and their songs.
  ahlam mosteghanemi memory in the flesh: Life ,s wisdom Naguib Mahfouz, 2006 With a
writing career spanning some seventy years, Naguib Mahfouz is one of the most recognized writers
in the world. His study of philosophy at what is now Cairo University greatly influenced his works, as
did his wide readings and his work in the government and in the Cinema Organization. Life's
Wisdom is a unique collection of quotations selected from the great author's works, offering
philosophical insights on themes such as childhood, youth, love, marriage, war, freedom, death, the
supernatural, the afterlife, the soul, immortality, and many other subjects that take us through life's
journey. Naguib Mahfouz's works abound with words of wisdom. As Nadine Gordimer states in her
foreword to his Echoes of an Autobiography: The essence of a writer's being is in the work, not the
personality, though the world values things otherwise, and would rather see what the writer looks
like on television than read where he or she really is to be found: in the writings. In keeping with
Gordimer's comment, Mahfouz's true nature can be found in his writing. The quotations included
here offer a broad, yet profound, insight into the writer's philosophy gained through a life's journey
of experience and writing.
  ahlam mosteghanemi memory in the flesh: Morning and Evening Talk Najīb Maḥfūẓ,
2007 A late work by the Egyptian Nobel literature laureate, Morning and Evening Talk is an epic tale
of Egyptian life over five generations. Set in Cairo, it traces the fortunes of three families from the
arrival of Napoleon at the end of the eighteenth century to the 1980s, using short character sketches
arranged in alphabetical order. This highly experimental device produces a kind of biographical
dictionary, whose individual entries come together to paint a vivid portrait of life in Cairo from a
range of different perspectives. The characters include representatives of every class and human
type, and as the intricate family saga unfolds, a powerful picture of a society in transition--and the
accompanying upheaval--emerges. This is a tale of change and continuity, of the death of a
traditional way of life, of the road to independence and beyond, seen through the eyes of Egypt's
citizens. Naguib Mahfouz's last chronicle of Cairo is an elegy to a bygone era and a tribute to the
Egyptian spirit. It is also one of his most technically innovative contributions to the Arabic novel.
  ahlam mosteghanemi memory in the flesh: As Doha Said طاهر، بهاء،, Bahaa Taher, 2008 In
Egypt a new era has dawned, but the dawn has taken an ominous turn. President Gamal Abdel
Nasser has just proclaimed the first in a series of nationalization decrees, the stock exchange has
shut down, and its parking attendant, Sayyid, is staring at penury. Across the street, the office of the
Ministry's Supervisory Board of Administrative Organization is engulfed in an eerie silence, and the
narrator, one of the two remaining fulltime occupants of that nearly defunct government office, has
fallen desperately in love with the other, Doha-forceful, erudite, and, a complete enigma. The
narrator helps Sayyid find a job in the janitorial staff of the Ministry and then watches in amazement
as he pursues avenues for career advancement and political participation that would never have
been open to him before the Revolution, avenues that the narrator himself has lost interest in. And
soon he is thrown much closer together with Doha: a ministerial study grant comes through that
enables them to attend an administrative training program in Rome, and there Doha reveals to him
other aspects of her mysterious nature, including a spiritual bond to the Egyptian goddess Aset,
before suddenly and inexplicably cutting him adrift. As the narrator struggles with rejection, we
glimpse some of the ills of the post-revolutionary order: suppression of freedoms, corruption,
ideological witch hunts, a disastrous intervention in Yemen. But As Doha Said is less about a
revolution's dreams turned sour than about awakening. A sophisticated, richly textured novel, it
combines a realistic weft of events and deftly depicted characters that undergo subtle
mutations-and, indeed, amputations-with a warp of mythical and historical iconography, a weave
that allows the author to explore such themes as apathy and despair, courage and self-sacrifice,
ambition and temptation, disillusionment and political faith, and, above all, commitment and
betrayal, and to lift them to a universal, almost metaphysical level.
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