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**Black Girl White Girl by Joyce Carol Oates: A Deep Dive into Race, Identity, and Friendship**

black girl white girl joyce carol oates is a phrase that instantly brings to mind a provocative and

nuanced exploration of race, identity, and the complexities of friendship as examined by one of

America’s most prolific authors. Joyce Carol Oates, known for her incisive storytelling and keen social

insight, delves into the intersecting lives of two young women from different racial backgrounds in her

novel *Black Girl / White Girl*. This work stands as a powerful narrative that challenges readers to

confront issues of privilege, systemic racism, and the ways in which identity shapes personal and

social dynamics.

In this article, we’ll explore the themes, characters, and cultural significance of *Black Girl / White Girl*,

while also contextualizing it within Joyce Carol Oates’s broader literary career. Whether you’re a

longtime fan of Oates or new to her work, understanding this novel offers valuable insights into

American society and the ongoing conversation about race relations.

Understanding the Premise of Black Girl / White Girl by Joyce

Carol Oates

At its core, *Black Girl / White Girl* is a story about two women—one Black, one white—whose lives

intertwine in ways that reveal both deep divisions and surprising connections. The novel follows their

experiences growing up in the same neighborhood, navigating the challenges posed by their different

racial and socioeconomic backgrounds.

Oates uses the duality of the title to emphasize the contrasts and parallels between the two

protagonists. The white girl’s life is often marked by the privileges afforded to her by society, while the

Black girl faces systemic obstacles and discrimination that shape her reality from an early age.



Through their intertwined narratives, the novel exposes the reader to the subtle and overt

manifestations of racism and inequality.

The Significance of Race and Identity

The exploration of race is central to *Black Girl / White Girl*. Joyce Carol Oates does not shy away

from depicting the harsh realities faced by Black Americans, especially young women, in a society still

grappling with its history of segregation and prejudice. The novel challenges readers to consider how

racial identity influences everything from education and career opportunities to personal relationships.

Moreover, Oates portrays race not just as a social construct but as an experience that deeply affects

the characters’ sense of self. The Black girl in the story often contends with feelings of invisibility and

marginalization, while the white girl must confront her own unconscious biases and the societal

advantages she enjoys. This dynamic invites readers to reflect on their own perceptions and the

systemic structures that perpetuate inequality.

Friendship Across Racial Lines

One of the most compelling aspects of *Black Girl / White Girl* is its portrayal of friendship that

crosses racial boundaries. The relationship between the two girls is fraught with tension but also

moments of genuine connection. Joyce Carol Oates skillfully depicts how friendship can both challenge

and reinforce societal norms.

This nuanced treatment of interracial friendship encourages readers to think about the complexities of

empathy, trust, and misunderstanding. It raises questions such as: Can true friendship exist amid

profound social inequalities? What responsibilities do individuals have to confront racism within their

own communities and relationships?



Joyce Carol Oates’s Literary Style and Narrative Techniques

To truly appreciate *Black Girl / White Girl*, it’s helpful to consider Joyce Carol Oates’s distinctive

literary approach. Known for her psychological depth and evocative prose, Oates often employs

multiple perspectives and shifts in narrative voice to give readers a multifaceted view of her characters.

In this novel, she uses alternating viewpoints to immerse the reader in the inner worlds of both the

Black girl and the white girl. This technique heightens the emotional impact and allows for a richer

understanding of their motivations and conflicts. The prose is at once lyrical and unflinching, capturing

the beauty and brutality of their experiences.

Symbolism and Themes

Oates weaves symbolism throughout *Black Girl / White Girl* to deepen the thematic resonance.

Elements such as neighborhood settings, educational institutions, and family dynamics serve as

microcosms of larger societal issues. The title itself is a symbolic framing device that reminds readers

of the binary racial constructs that still dominate American culture.

Key themes that emerge include:

- **Privilege and Oppression**: The stark contrast in the characters’ life circumstances highlights

systemic inequality.

- **Identity Formation**: Both protagonists struggle with defining who they are in a racially divided

society.

- **Violence and Trauma**: The novel does not shy away from depicting the emotional and physical

violence that racial tensions can provoke.

- **Hope and Resistance**: Amid hardship, moments of solidarity and resilience shine through.



Why Black Girl / White Girl Remains Relevant Today

Though *Black Girl / White Girl* was published in the late 1990s, its themes continue to resonate in

today’s conversations around race and social justice. The novel’s raw and honest portrayal of racial

dynamics anticipates many of the issues brought to the forefront by movements like Black Lives

Matter.

Educational Value in Contemporary Discussions

Teachers and scholars often turn to *Black Girl / White Girl* as a text that prompts critical thinking

about race, privilege, and systemic injustice. Its vivid characters and complex narrative encourage

readers to grapple with uncomfortable truths and challenge their assumptions.

In classrooms and book clubs, discussing this novel can open pathways to meaningful dialogue about:

- The impact of racial identity on personal and societal outcomes

- The nature of allyship and complicity in racism

- How literature reflects and shapes cultural understanding

Encouraging Empathy Through Storytelling

One of the greatest strengths of Joyce Carol Oates’s work is its ability to cultivate empathy. By

presenting the inner lives of both the Black girl and the white girl, readers gain insight into the

struggles and hopes of individuals from different racial backgrounds. This can foster a greater

appreciation for diversity and the shared humanity that transcends racial divides.



Exploring Related Works by Joyce Carol Oates

For readers intrigued by *Black Girl / White Girl*, delving into Joyce Carol Oates’s broader oeuvre

offers further exploration of similar themes. Oates often tackles social issues, psychological complexity,

and the darker aspects of American life.

Notable related works include:

- *We Were the Mulvaneys*: Examines family dynamics and trauma.

- *Blonde*: A fictionalized account of Marilyn Monroe’s life, exploring identity and fame.

- *Them*: A gritty portrayal of urban poverty and violence.

Each of these novels shares Oates’s commitment to probing the human condition with honesty and

literary craftsmanship.

Tips for Reading and Analyzing Black Girl / White Girl

If you’re planning to read *Black Girl / White Girl*, here are some tips to enrich your experience:

1. **Pay attention to narrative shifts**: Notice how the alternating perspectives shape your

understanding of events.

2. **Reflect on the historical context**: Consider the social climate of America during the time the novel

was written and how it relates to today.

3. **Engage with the characters’ emotions**: Try to empathize with both protagonists, understanding

their fears, hopes, and frustrations.

4. **Discuss with others**: Sharing insights with friends or in reading groups can deepen your

appreciation and reveal new interpretations.

Exploring black girl white girl joyce carol oates through this lens not only enhances comprehension but



also invites meaningful reflection on ongoing issues in society.

---

Joyce Carol Oates’s *Black Girl / White Girl* stands as a compelling literary exploration of race,

identity, and the intertwined fates of two young women navigating a divided world. Its enduring

relevance and emotional depth continue to inspire readers to confront difficult questions about

privilege, friendship, and the pursuit of justice. Through this novel, Oates reminds us of the power of

storytelling to illuminate the complexities of human experience and to foster understanding across

divides.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the story 'Black Girl/White Girl' by Joyce Carol Oates about?

'Black Girl/White Girl' is a novella by Joyce Carol Oates that explores themes of race, class, and

privilege through the complex relationship between two teenage girls, one black and one white, in a

small American town.

Who are the main characters in Joyce Carol Oates' 'Black Girl/White

Girl'?

The main characters are Magda, a white working-class girl, and Connie, a wealthy black girl. Their

intertwined lives reveal tensions related to race and social status.

What themes does Joyce Carol Oates address in 'Black Girl/White

Girl'?

The story addresses themes such as racial identity, social inequality, friendship, violence, and the

impact of societal expectations on young women.



How does Joyce Carol Oates portray race relations in 'Black

Girl/White Girl'?

Oates portrays race relations as complex and fraught with tension, highlighting the intersecting issues

of race and class that affect the characters' interactions and destinies.

Is 'Black Girl/White Girl' based on real events?

While 'Black Girl/White Girl' is a work of fiction, Joyce Carol Oates often draws inspiration from real

societal issues and human experiences, making the story feel authentic and relevant.

What is the significance of the title 'Black Girl/White Girl' in Joyce

Carol Oates' work?

The title underscores the racial and social dichotomies central to the story, emphasizing the

contrasting experiences and perspectives of the two protagonists.

Has 'Black Girl/White Girl' by Joyce Carol Oates received critical

acclaim?

Yes, 'Black Girl/White Girl' has been praised for its powerful storytelling, nuanced character

development, and insightful exploration of race and class in America.

Where can I read 'Black Girl/White Girl' by Joyce Carol Oates?

'Black Girl/White Girl' is included in some of Joyce Carol Oates' short story collections and may also

be available through libraries, bookstores, and online literary platforms.

What literary style does Joyce Carol Oates use in 'Black Girl/White

Girl'?

Oates uses a dark, psychological, and often suspenseful narrative style that delves deeply into her



characters' inner lives and societal pressures.

How does 'Black Girl/White Girl' reflect Joyce Carol Oates' broader

literary themes?

The story reflects Oates' recurring exploration of identity, violence, social stratification, and the

complexities of human relationships, particularly in American settings.

Additional Resources

Black Girl White Girl Joyce Carol Oates: An Analytical Review of Racial Identity and Narrative

Complexity

black girl white girl joyce carol oates is a phrase that immediately calls to mind the multifaceted

narrative penned by one of America’s most prolific and provocative authors. Joyce Carol Oates, widely

celebrated for her incisive explorations of identity, social dynamics, and psychological themes, delivers

in *Black Girl / White Girl* a compelling and unsettling examination of race, friendship, and the often

fraught intersection of personal and societal expectations. This novel navigates the turbulent waters of

adolescence and racial tension in 1970s America, making it a significant contribution to contemporary

discussions of race relations in literature.

Thematic Overview and Narrative Structure

At its core, *Black Girl / White Girl* is a story about the complex friendship between two teenage girls

from starkly different racial and socioeconomic backgrounds. Oates uses this relationship to dissect

underlying issues of race, privilege, and identity formation. The narrative alternates between the

perspectives of the titular characters, offering readers intimate insights into their inner worlds and the

external pressures they face.



The dual narrative structure is crucial to the novel’s impact. By providing alternating viewpoints, Oates

allows readers to confront the contrasts and parallels in the characters’ experiences. This technique

also highlights the subjective nature of identity and the ways personal histories shape perceptions of

self and other.

Exploring Race and Identity

The interplay of race is central to *black girl white girl joyce carol oates*. The white girl, typically

representative of a more privileged background, grapples with her own insecurities and societal

expectations, while the black girl contends with systemic racism and exclusion. Oates refrains from

simplistic portrayals, instead presenting nuanced characters who embody contradictions and

complexities.

This exploration extends beyond individual identity to encompass broader social commentary. The

novel critiques the racial divides entrenched in American society, emphasizing how these divisions

manifest even in intimate relationships. The tension between the girls encapsulates the larger cultural

and historical conflicts surrounding race, particularly in the context of the civil rights movement’s

aftermath.

Psychological Depth and Character Development

Oates’s skill lies in her psychological acuity. Both protagonists are rendered with depth and subtlety,

avoiding stereotypes that often plague narratives about race. The black girl’s internal struggles with

self-worth and acceptance are portrayed alongside the white girl’s battle with privilege and guilt,

creating a dynamic interplay that challenges readers’ preconceptions.

The psychological tension is heightened by the setting—a small town marked by racial divisions—which

acts almost as a character itself. This environment influences the girls’ trajectories, underscoring the

inescapable influence of place and community on personal identity.



Literary Style and Technique

Joyce Carol Oates’s prose in *Black Girl / White Girl* is both accessible and evocative, combining

straightforward narrative with moments of lyrical intensity. Her use of imagery and symbolism enriches

the text, providing layers of meaning that invite close reading.

The alternating first-person narration is a deliberate stylistic choice, fostering empathy and

understanding across racial lines. This approach also illuminates the barriers to communication and

comprehension that exist between the two girls, despite their friendship.

Comparison with Oates’s Other Works

When situated within Joyce Carol Oates’s extensive oeuvre, *Black Girl / White Girl* stands out for its

focused engagement with race and adolescence. While Oates frequently explores themes of violence,

trauma, and identity, this novel’s direct confrontation with racial dynamics distinguishes it.

Compared to works like *Them* or *We Were the Mulvaneys*, which also delve into family and

societal dysfunction, *Black Girl / White Girl* is more explicitly centered on racial identity and the

complexities of cross-racial friendship. This focus enhances its relevance in contemporary literary and

social discourse.

Critical Reception and Cultural Impact

Upon release, *Black Girl / White Girl* garnered attention for its unflinching portrayal of racial tensions

and adolescent turmoil. Critics praised Oates for her nuanced characterizations and refusal to offer

easy resolutions. Some debates centered on whether the novel adequately captured the black

experience or risked centering the white perspective excessively.



Despite these discussions, the novel remains an important text in the conversation about race in

American literature. Its candid examination of friendship across racial divides resonates with ongoing

societal challenges, making it a valuable resource for educators, scholars, and readers interested in

race relations and adolescent psychology.

Pros and Cons of the Novel’s Approach

Pros: The novel’s dual narrative offers balanced perspectives; complex characters avoid clichés;

addresses important themes of race, identity, and friendship with psychological depth.

Cons: Some readers may find the pacing uneven; the focus on individual experiences might

overshadow systemic issues; potential critiques regarding centering whiteness in a story about

racial dynamics.

Relevance in Modern Discussions on Race and Literature

In the context of ongoing dialogues about racial representation in literature, *black girl white girl joyce

carol oates* remains pertinent. The novel’s exploration of intersectionality, social stratification, and the

personal impact of racism provides a framework for analyzing contemporary narratives dealing with

similar themes.

Oates’s work encourages readers to consider the complexities of identity formation against the

backdrop of societal structures. Its educational value is significant, fostering critical thinking about

privilege, power, and empathy.

The novel also exemplifies the challenges authors face when tackling race—balancing authenticity,



sensitivity, and narrative engagement. As such, it serves as a case study in the evolving landscape of

American literary fiction.

The nuanced portrayal of Black and white experiences within a shared narrative space invites

reflection on how stories shape understanding and foster dialogue across cultural divides. *Black Girl /

White Girl* thus remains a meaningful contribution to American letters and a touchstone for

discussions about race, youth, and friendship.
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when Johnson was a graduate student, he first wrote to Oates, already a world-famous author, and
drew an appreciative, empathetic response. Soon the two began a fairly intense, largely epistolary
friendship that would last until the present day. As time passed, letters became faxes, and faxes
became emails, but the energy and vividness of Oates’s writing never abated. Her letters were often
sprinkled with the names of well-known public figures, from John Updike and Toni Morrison to Steve
Martin and Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis. There are also descriptions of far-flung travels she
undertook with her first husband, the scholar and editor Raymond Smith, and with her second, the
distinguished Princeton neuroscientist Charlie Gross. But much of Oates’s prose centered on the
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neo-Victorianism, including film and television adaptations of Victorian texts, authors’ life stories,
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Possession (1963) and Jean Rhys’ Wide Sargasso Sea (1966) to recent steampunk, from musical
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reconstructs the past, informed by and reinforming the present.
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Oates has written some of the most enduring fiction of our time, including the national bestsellers
We Were the Mulvaneys and Blonde, which was nominated for the National Book Award. In her
acceptance speech for the National Book Award in 1970, Joyce Carol Oates remarked that 'language
is all we have to pit against death and silence.' In this remarkable new collection of interviews
spanning more than 35 years of Oates's career, she talks candidly and insightfully about literature,
the writing life, her background, and many other topics. These interviews should interest not only
Oates's many fans but anyone who cares about contemporary American literature. The interviews
range from Robert Phillip's in The Paris Review to Lawrence Grobel's in Playboy. Though previously
published, often in literary magazines, the majority have never appeared in book form.
  black girl white girl joyce carol oates: The Critical Life of Toni Morrison Susan Neal



Mayberry, 2021 The first book to trace the critical reception of the great African American woman
writer, attending not only to her fiction but to her nonfiction and critical writings.
  black girl white girl joyce carol oates: Consent Culture and Teen Films Michele Meek,
2023-04-04 Teen films of the 1980s were notorious for treating consent as irrelevant, with scenes of
boys spying in girls' locker rooms and tricking girls into sex. While contemporary movies now
routinely prioritize consent, ensure date rape is no longer a joke, and celebrate girls' desires, sexual
consent remains a problematic and often elusive ideal in teen films. In Consent Culture and Teen
Films, Michele Meek traces the history of adolescent sexuality in US cinema and examines how
several films from the 2000s, including Blockers, To All the Boys I've Loved Before, The Kissing
Booth, and Alex Strangelove, take consent into account. Yet, at the same time, Meek reveals that
teen films expose how affirmative consent (yes means yes) fails to protect youth from unwanted and
unpleasant sexual encounters. By highlighting ambiguous sexual interactions in teen films—such as
girls' failure to obtain consent from boys, queer teens subjected to conversion therapy camps, and
youth manipulated into sexual relationships with adults—Meek unravels some of consent's
intricacies rather than relying on oversimplification. By exposing affirmative consent in teen films as
gendered, heteronormative, and cis-centered, Consent Culture and Teen Films suggests we must
continue building a more inclusive consent framework that normalizes youth sexual desire and
agency with all its complexities and ambivalences.
  black girl white girl joyce carol oates: Cross-cultural Visions in African American
Modernism Yoshinobu Hakutani, 2006 Yoshinobu Hakutani traces the development of African
American modernism, which initially gathered momentum with Richard Wright's literary manifesto
Blueprint for Negro Writing in 1937. Hakutani dissects and discusses the cross-cultural influences
on the then-burgeoning discipline in three stages: American dialogues, European and African
cultural visions, and Asian and African American cross-cultural visions. In writing Black Boy, the
centerpiece of the Chicago Renaissance, Wright was inspired by Theodore Dreiser. Because the
European and African cultural visions that Wright, Ralph Ellison, Alice Walker, and Toni Morrison
acquired were buttressed by the universal humanism that is common to all cultures, this ideology is
shown to transcend the problems of society. Fascinated by Eastern thought and art, Wright, Walker,
Sonia Sanchez, and James Emanuel wrote highly accomplished poetry and prose. Like Ezra Pound,
Wright was drawn to classic haiku, as reflected in the 4,000 haiku he wrote at the end of his life. As
W. B. Yeats's symbolism was influenced by his cross-cultural visions of noh theatre and Irish folklore,
so is James Emanuel's jazz haiku energized by his cross-cultural rhythms of Japanese poetry and
African American music. The book demonstrates some of the most visible cultural exchanges in
modern and postmodern African American literature. Such a study can be extended to other
contemporary African American writers whose works also thrive on their cross-cultural visions, such
as Amiri Baraka, Ishmael Reed, Charles Johnson, and haiku poet Lenard Moore.
  black girl white girl joyce carol oates: Young, White, and Miserable Wini Breines, 2001-03
The experts' fifties : women, men, and male social scientists -- Family legacies -- Sexual puzzles --
The other fifties : beats, bad girls, and rock and roll -- Alone in the fifties : Anne Parsons and the
feminine mystique.
  black girl white girl joyce carol oates: Anxious Power Carol J. Singley, Susan Elizabeth
Sweeney, 1993-07-01 This book explains the conflicting feelings of anxiety and empowerment that
women, historically excluded from masculine discourse, feel when they read and write, and it
analyzes narrative strategies that reveal this ambivalence. Anxious Power draws upon feminist
literary theory, narrative theory, and reader-response criticism to define women's ambivalence
toward language. It is the first collection to address issues of ambivalence in narrative by women, to
trace those issues from the medieval period to the present, and to outline a theoretical framework
for understanding them. The contributors address a broad spectrum of female literary voices
ranging from familiar British and American writers (Jane Austen, Charlotte Bronte, and Willa
Cather), and those less well known (Jane Barker, Caroline Lee Henz, Susan Warner, Sarah Grand,
and Fanny Howe), to European, Canadian, African-American, South and Latin American, and Asian



American writers (Christine de Pizan, Marie-Catherine d'Aulnoy, Margaret Atwood, Harriet Jacobs,
Toni Morrison, Clarice Lispector, Sandra Cisneros, and Maxine Hong Kingston). Anxious Power
considers forms of women's narrative ranging from fairy tales through romances, novels, and
autobiographies, to feminist metafiction.
  black girl white girl joyce carol oates: Sibylline Sisters Fiona Cox, 2011-09 Through an
analysis of Virgil's presence in the work of contemporary women writers from North America,
Britain, Ireland and continental Europe, this book identifies a new Virgil: one who speaks in female
tones of the anxieties, exclusions pleasures and threats of the contemporary world.
  black girl white girl joyce carol oates: The Literary Review , 2006
  black girl white girl joyce carol oates: Textual and Contextual Voices of Translation Cecilia
Alvstad, Annjo K. Greenall, Hanne Jansen, Kristiina Taivalkoski-Shilov, 2017-10-15 The notion of
voice has been used in a number of ways within Translation Studies. Against the backdrop of these
different uses, this book looks at the voices of translators, authors, publishers, editors and readers
both in the translations themselves and in the texts that surround these translations. The various
authors go on a hunt for translational agents’ voice imprints in a variety of textual and contextual
material, such as literary and non-literary translations, book reviews, newspaper articles, academic
texts and e-mails. While all stick to the principle of studying text and context together, the different
contributions also demonstrate how specific textual and contextual circumstances require adapted
methodological solutions, ending up in a collection that takes steps in a joint direction but that is at
the same time complex and pluralistic. The book is intended for scholars and students of Translation
Studies, Comparative Literature, and other disciplines within Language and Literature.
  black girl white girl joyce carol oates: Solo! Philippa Keil, 2000-04-01 This collection of 75
solo speeches and performance pieces for actors has been selected from the finest material being
written today for theatre in America and England. Solo! presents dramatic monologues on the
cutting edge. All selections include acting notes along with the quick and easy guide to the art of
auditioning.
  black girl white girl joyce carol oates: American Literary Studies in Postmillennial India
Sharada Chigurupati, Nageswara Rao Konda, 2023-01-06 American Literary Studies in
Postmillennial India: Critical Perspectives is a collection of critical essays on Contemporary
American Literature. This book is a classic and unique collection of critical essays on various topics
such as Americanness, American Dream, Transcendentalism, Counterculture, Gay culture, Post
Communism, Race, Class, Gender in American Literature, African American literature, Jewish
American literature, and comparative study between Indian and American Literature. The essays cut
across the various genres of poetry, theatre, fiction and short stories. This book is the first of its
kind, as all the collection of essays have been written by eminent professors across India, Fulbright
Fellows, and serious research scholars of high repute who have contributed remarkably to American
Studies both in India and across the globe.
  black girl white girl joyce carol oates: A History of American Literature Linda
Wagner-Martin, 2013-01-29 A HISTORY OF AMERICAN LITERATURE 1950 TO THE PRESENT
Featuring works from notable authors as varied as Salinger and the Beats to Vonnegut, Capote,
Morrison, Rich, Walker, Eggers, and DeLillo, A History of American Literature: 1950 to the Present
offers a comprehensive analysis of the wide range of literary works produced in the United States
over the last six decades and a fascinating survey of the dramatic changes during America’s
transition from the innocence of the fifties to the harsh realities of the first decade of the new
millennium. Author Linda Wagner-Martin - a highly acclaimed authority on all facets of modern
American literature - covers major works of drama, poetry, fiction, non- fiction, memoirs, and
popular genres such as science fiction and detective novels. Viewing works produced during this
fertile literary period from a wide-ranging perspective, Wagner-Martin considers literature in
relation to such issues as the politics of civil rights, feminism, sexual preferences, and race- and
gender-based marketing. She also places a special emphasis on works produced during the
twenty-first century, and writings influenced by recent historic events such as the 9/11 terrorist



attacks, Hurricane Katrina, and the global financial crisis. With its careful balance of scholarly
precision and accessibility, A History of American Literature: 1950 to the Present provides readers
of all levels with rich and revealing insights into the diversity of literary forms and influences that
characterize postmodern America. “A monumental distillation of an enormous range of material,
Wagner-Martin’s rich book should be required reading for anyone grappling with making sense of
the prolific, broad-spectrum, and diverse writing in the US since 1950.” Thadious M. Davis,
University of Pennsylvania “Linda Wagner-Martin’s history impressively and judiciously surveys all
fields of American writing over the past sixty years, taking full account of significant cultural and
historical contexts and the major critical commentaries that have helped shape our understanding of
developments in the second half of the last century and the dozen years following the millennium.
Balanced, informative, and always highly readable there is much here for general readers, students,
and specialists alike.” Christopher MacGowan, the College of William and Mary
  black girl white girl joyce carol oates: 21st Century US Historical Fiction Ruth Maxey,
2020-07-17 This new collection examines important US historical fiction published since 2000.
Exploring historical novels by established American writers such as Philip Roth, Joyce Carol Oates,
E.L. Doctorow, Chang-rae Lee, James McBride, Susan Choi, and George Saunders, the book also
includes chapters on first-time novelists. Individual essays in 21st Century US Historical Fiction:
Contemporary Responses to the Past tackle prominent and provocative new novels, for example,
recent Pulitzer Prize-winning fiction by Anthony Doerr, Viet Thanh Nguyen and Colson Whitehead.
Interrogating such key themes as war, race, sexuality, trauma and childhood; notions of genre and
periodization; and recent theorizations of historical fiction, scholars from the United States, Canada,
Britain and Ireland analyze an emerging canon of contemporary historical fiction by an
ethno-racially diverse range of major American writers.
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