kaplan pre nursing exam

Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam: Your Gateway to Nursing School Success

kaplan pre nursing exam is often the first significant step for many aspiring nurses entering
nursing school. It serves as a critical assessment designed to evaluate a candidate’s readiness for the
rigorous coursework ahead. If you're preparing to take this exam or considering nursing as a career,
understanding what the Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam entails, how to prepare effectively, and what to
expect can make all the difference in your journey.

What Is the Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam?

The Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam, sometimes referred to as the Kaplan Nursing Entrance Exam or simply
the Kaplan PN Exam, is a standardized test used by many nursing schools as part of their admissions
process. Its primary goal is to assess foundational knowledge and skills necessary for success in
nursing programs. Since nursing is a demanding field, schools want to ensure applicants possess the
academic aptitude and critical thinking skills required to thrive.

This exam typically evaluates areas such as mathematics, reading comprehension, biology,

chemistry, anatomy, and sometimes English language skills. The content can vary slightly depending
on the nursing school or program using the Kaplan exam, but the core focus remains consistent.

Why Do Nursing Schools Use the Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam?

Nursing schools use the Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam as a reliable benchmark for incoming students’
abilities. It helps admissions committees identify candidates who are academically prepared and
capable of handling the classwork and clinical challenges ahead. The exam also ensures a level
playing field among applicants from diverse educational backgrounds.

Moreover, some programs use the results to provide targeted support or remedial resources to
students who may struggle in certain subjects, helping improve overall retention and graduation
rates.

Breaking Down the Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam Content

Understanding the subjects covered in the Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam can help you tailor your study
plan and feel more confident walking into test day.

Mathematics

Math is a significant part of the Kaplan exam, focusing on arithmetic, basic algebra, and sometimes



word problems related to measurements and conversions. Since nurses often calculate medication
dosages and IV drip rates, math competency is crucial.

Topics may include:

- Fractions, decimals, and percentages

- Ratios and proportions

- Basic algebraic expressions

- Unit conversions (e.g., milliliters to liters)

Reading Comprehension

This section assesses your ability to understand and analyze written material, reflecting the
importance of interpreting medical texts, patient charts, and instructions.

You might encounter:

- Identifying main ideas and supporting details
- Drawing conclusions from passages
- Understanding vocabulary in context

Science: Biology, Chemistry, and Anatomy

Science questions focus on foundational knowledge relevant to human health and physiology. You can
expect questions on:

- Cell biology and structure

- Human body systems (circulatory, respiratory, nervous, etc.)
- Basic chemistry concepts, including elements and compounds
- Medical terminology

Writing and Grammar (if applicable)

Some versions of the Kaplan exam include an English section that tests grammar, sentence structure,
and writing skills. Strong communication is vital in nursing, so this section evaluates your ability to
convey information clearly.

Effective Strategies for Preparing for the Kaplan Pre
Nursing Exam

Preparation is key to performing well on the Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam. Here are some practical tips to
help you get ready:



Familiarize Yourself with the Test Format

Knowing the structure of the exam reduces anxiety and improves time management. Review sample
questions and practice tests available through Kaplan or other reputable sources. This will help you
get comfortable with the types of questions and the pacing required.

Create a Study Schedule

Consistency beats cramming. Set aside dedicated study times each day or week leading up to your
exam. Break down your study sessions by subject, focusing on weaker areas while reinforcing
strengths.

Use Kaplan Study Materials and Resources

Kaplan offers a variety of study guides, practice exams, and online courses tailored specifically for
their pre nursing exam. These resources are designed by experts and mirror the exam content
closely, making them invaluable preparation tools.

Brush Up on Math and Science Fundamentals

If it's been a while since you studied subjects like algebra or biology, consider reviewing basic
concepts through textbooks, online tutorials, or community college courses. Solidifying these
fundamentals can boost your confidence and performance.

Practice Reading Comprehension Daily

Improving your reading skills can be as simple as reading articles, medical journals, or even fiction
regularly. Practice summarizing passages and drawing conclusions to sharpen your analytical abilities.

Take Care of Yourself

Don’t underestimate the power of rest, nutrition, and stress management during your preparation. A
well-rested and focused mind is more effective at absorbing information and recalling it during the
exam.

What to Expect on Exam Day

Knowing what happens on test day can help ease nerves and improve your experience.



- ¥**Arrive Early:** Give yourself plenty of time to check in and settle.

- **Bring Required Identification:** Most testing centers require a government-issued ID.

- **Follow Instructions Carefully:** Pay attention to proctors and read each question thoroughly.

- **Manage Your Time:** The Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam is timed, so pace yourself to answer all
guestions.

- **Stay Calm:** If you encounter difficult questions, don’'t dwell too long—move on and come back if
time allows.

Many test-takers find that a calm, methodical approach leads to better outcomes than rushing or
panicking.

Understanding Your Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam Scores

Once you complete the exam, your scores will typically be reported as percentile ranks or scaled
scores, depending on the program. These results help nursing schools assess your readiness.

If your scores aren’t as high as you hoped, don’t be discouraged. Some schools allow retakes or
provide resources to strengthen your skills before starting the program. Use your score report to
identify areas for improvement and focus your future studies accordingly.

How to Use Your Scores to Your Advantage

- **Apply to Programs Wisely:** Some nursing schools have minimum score requirements—target
schools where you meet or exceed these benchmarks.

- ¥*Seek Remediation:** If certain subjects are challenging, consider tutoring or prep courses.

- **Prepare for Nursing Program Success:** Use your score insights to build a strong foundation before
classes begin, making your nursing education smoother.

Additional Tips for Aspiring Nurses Taking the Kaplan
Exam

Entering the nursing field is both exciting and demanding. The Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam is just one
step, but it’s a crucial one that sets the tone for your academic journey.

- ¥**Stay Positive:** Confidence can improve your test performance.

- *¥oin Study Groups:** Collaborating with peers can provide motivation and deepen understanding.
- ¥*Leverage Online Forums and Communities:** Many nursing students share tips and experiences
that can help you prepare.

- **Keep Your Long-Term Goals in Mind:** Remember why you chose nursing—it can fuel your
determination.

By combining thorough preparation with a positive mindset, you'll position yourself for success not
only on the Kaplan exam but throughout your nursing career.



The Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam is more than just a test—it’s an opportunity to showcase your
commitment and readiness to enter a rewarding profession dedicated to caring for others. With the
right approach and resources, you can navigate this challenge confidently and step into nursing
school prepared to excel.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam?

The Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam is a standardized test designed to assess the academic readiness of
students seeking admission into nursing programs. It typically evaluates math, science, reading, and
English skills.

How can | prepare for the Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam?

To prepare for the Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam, review key subjects such as biology, chemistry, math,
reading comprehension, and grammar. Utilize Kaplan study guides, practice tests, and online
resources to familiarize yourself with the exam format and question types.

What subjects are covered in the Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam?

The exam generally covers mathematics, natural sciences (like biology and chemistry), reading
comprehension, and English language skills, including grammar and vocabulary.

How long is the Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam?

The length of the Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam can vary by institution, but it typically takes about 2 to 3
hours to complete all sections.

What is a good score on the Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam?

A good score depends on the nursing program's requirements, but generally scoring above the 70th
percentile or achieving a scaled score that meets or exceeds the program's cutoff is considered
competitive.

Are there any free resources to practice for the Kaplan Pre
Nursing Exam?

Yes, there are free practice questions and sample tests available on the Kaplan website and other
educational platforms. Additionally, many nursing forums and websites offer study tips and free
materials.

Can | retake the Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam if | don’t get a good
score?

Many nursing programs allow multiple attempts at the Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam, but policies vary. It's



important to check with your specific program regarding retake rules and waiting periods.

Is the Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam required for all nursing
schools?

No, not all nursing schools require the Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam. Some schools use other entrance
exams like the TEAS or HESI, so it's important to verify the requirements of the school you are

applying to.

How does the Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam help in nursing school
admissions?

The exam helps admissions committees assess an applicant's academic preparedness and identify
strengths and weaknesses in key subject areas, ensuring that candidates are likely to succeed in the
nursing curriculum.

What types of questions are on the Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam?

The exam features multiple-choice questions covering math problems, scientific concepts, reading
passages with comprehension questions, and English grammar and vocabulary challenges.

Additional Resources

Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam: A Comprehensive Review and Analysis

Kaplan pre nursing exam has become a pivotal step for many aspiring nurses seeking admission
into nursing programs across the United States. Known for its rigorous assessment of critical thinking,
basic science knowledge, and verbal reasoning, the Kaplan exam serves as a benchmark to evaluate
candidates’ readiness for the demanding nursing curriculum. With increasing competition for nursing
school placements, understanding the structure, content, and effectiveness of the Kaplan pre nursing
exam is essential for prospective students and educators alike.

Understanding the Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam

The Kaplan pre nursing exam is designed to assess foundational skills necessary for success in
nursing education. It functions as a gatekeeper for many nursing schools, ensuring applicants possess
the cognitive abilities, science understanding, and problem-solving skills required in healthcare
settings. Unlike generic entrance exams, Kaplan's test focuses on areas directly relevant to nursing,
making it both specialized and demanding.

Typically, the exam evaluates candidates across several domains:

* Reading Comprehension: Assessing the ability to understand and analyze written material.

e Mathematics: Covering basic arithmetic, algebra, and data interpretation relevant to



healthcare calculations.

e Science: Testing knowledge in biology, chemistry, and human anatomy—foundational sciences
for nursing.

e Critical Thinking: Measuring logical reasoning and problem-solving skills vital for clinical
decision-making.

This multi-faceted approach ensures the exam is not merely a test of rote memorization but a
comprehensive evaluation of readiness for nursing education.

Exam Format and Scoring

The Kaplan pre nursing exam generally consists of multiple-choice questions, with the total number of
questions varying depending on the testing center or nursing program requirements. Candidates are
often given around two to three hours to complete the exam.

Scores are reported as both raw and scaled scores. Some nursing programs use the Kaplan exam
score as a cutoff for admission, while others incorporate it into a holistic admissions process. The
competitive nature of nursing admissions means that high scores on this exam can significantly
enhance a candidate’s chances of acceptance.

The Role of Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam in Nursing
Admissions

With the nursing profession facing increasing demand for qualified personnel, nursing schools have
intensified their selection criteria. The Kaplan pre nursing exam has emerged as a trusted tool in this
process. It helps schools maintain academic standards while filtering candidates who are more likely
to succeed in rigorous nursing programs.

Moreover, the exam’s focus on critical thinking and science aligns well with the evolving nature of
nursing education, which increasingly emphasizes evidence-based practice and clinical reasoning. For
applicants, performing well on the Kaplan exam signals not just knowledge but also readiness to
engage with complex healthcare scenarios.

Comparisons with Other Nursing Entrance Exams

While the Kaplan pre nursing exam is widely recognized, it exists alongside other standardized
nursing entrance tests such as the HESI Admission Assessment and the TEAS (Test of Essential
Academic Skills). Each of these exams shares similarities but also presents distinct features:

e HESI Admission Assessment: Often used by nursing programs for both admission and exit



evaluations, focusing heavily on health sciences.

e TEAS: Covers reading, math, science, and English language usage, similar to Kaplan but with
slightly broader content.

e Kaplan: Known for its predictive validity regarding nursing school success and detailed
feedback on performance areas.

Prospective students should review the specific requirements of their target nursing programs, as
some schools prefer one exam over the others or require multiple assessments.

Preparing for the Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam

Preparation is key to success on the Kaplan pre nursing exam. Given the exam’s comprehensive
nature, candidates benefit from a structured study plan that addresses all tested subjects.

Study Materials and Resources

Kaplan itself offers a range of preparatory materials, including practice tests, review books, and online
courses. These resources are tailored to the exam’s format and content, providing candidates with
familiarization and targeted practice.

Additionally, many third-party resources and nursing forums offer study guides and tips based on past

test-taker experiences. Utilizing a combination of official and supplementary materials can enhance
understanding and confidence.

Effective Study Strategies

» Diagnostic Testing: Taking a practice exam early to identify strengths and weaknesses.

» Targeted Review: Focusing study efforts on weaker areas, whether it be science concepts or
math skills.

* Time Management: Practicing under timed conditions to build test-taking stamina and pacing.

* Critical Thinking Exercises: Engaging with case studies or problem-solving questions to hone
analytical skills.

These strategies not only prepare candidates for the exam’s content but also help reduce anxiety and
build test-day confidence.



Advantages and Limitations of the Kaplan Pre Nursing
Exam

While the Kaplan pre nursing exam offers several advantages, it is important to recognize its
limitations within the broader context of nursing education.

Advantages

+ Standardized Assessment: Provides a consistent measure of readiness across diverse
applicant pools.

» Predictive Validity: Studies suggest strong correlation between Kaplan scores and nursing
school performance.

* Comprehensive Coverage: Assesses multiple critical domains essential for nursing success.

e Preparation Support: Access to robust preparatory materials enhances candidate readiness.

Limitations

» Test Anxiety: High-stakes nature may disadvantage some candidates despite their potential.
e Content Scope: While broad, the exam may not fully capture interpersonal or practical skills.

» Accessibility: Not all candidates have equal access to preparatory resources or testing
centers.

e Variable Use: Differences in how nursing schools weigh the exam can create uncertainty for
applicants.

These factors highlight the need for a balanced admissions approach that considers the Kaplan exam
alongside other indicators like interviews, GPA, and practical experience.

Implications for Nursing Education and Workforce
Development

The Kaplan pre nursing exam plays a significant role not only in admissions but also in shaping the



future nursing workforce. By ensuring that incoming students meet academic standards, nursing
programs can maintain quality education and, ultimately, patient care standards.

Furthermore, the exam’s emphasis on critical thinking aligns with the evolving demands on nurses
who must navigate complex healthcare environments, make rapid decisions, and apply scientific
knowledge effectively. As healthcare continues to advance, tools like the Kaplan pre nursing exam will
likely remain integral to selecting candidates capable of thriving in this dynamic field.

Aspiring nurses preparing for this exam should view it as more than a hurdle; it is a reflection of the
competencies required to succeed in nursing school and beyond. With deliberate preparation and
awareness of the exam’s scope and significance, candidates can position themselves for success in
their nursing careers.
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question types Strategies play an important role in passing the NCLEX-RN, which is a critical
thinking test requiring students to go beyond simply recognizing facts. In this guide, test-takers will
have access to the most effective methods available to guarantee a passing score. With a bold, fresh
user-friendly design and more of the most challenging questions, readers of Kaplan NCLEX-RN will
be assured and confident on test day.

kaplan pre nursing exam: Family Nurse Practitioner Certification Prep Plus Kaplan Nursing,
2019-02-05 Kaplan's Family Nurse Practitioner Certification Prep Plus is your step-by-step guide to
scoring higher on the FNP exam. We distill the exam blueprint into short, focused lessons to give
you efficient, effective prep so you can ace the FNP exam. This edition offers review and practice for
both FNP exams—American Academy of Nurse Practitioners (AANP) and American Nurses
Credentialing Center (ANCC). Realistic Practice 800+ practice questions—in the book and online 23
end-of-chapter practice question sets 2 mini prep tests online, one for the ANCC test and one for the
AANP Detailed rationales for each correct and incorrect answer choice Expert Guidance Exclusive
test-taking and study strategies that optimize your preparation We know the test: Kaplan’s experts
ensure our practice questions and study materials are true to the exam We invented test
prep—Kaplan (www.kaptest.com) has been helping students for 80 years, and our proven strategies
have helped legions of students achieve their dreams

kaplan pre nursing exam: Creating eCourses For Dummies Amanda Rosenzweig, 2024-04-23
Design and build online courses that you will deploy with joy Need to create a course for your
learners and don't know where to begin? Creating eCourses For Dummies will guide you through the
process of creating engaging content around objectives and a solid instructional plan. In this book,
you’ll find a feasible plan for designing and creating a course in a short time period, while leveraging
technology, community building (if desired), accessibility, and engagement. Creating eCourses For
Dummies encourages you to follow along chapter by chapter, creating a course as you go. Make the
transition to online teaching and create a course quickly, step by step Choose the technology
platforms that work best for you, or make the most of the ones you're required to use Leverage
existing content and content from other resources to build your course Tailor your content to your
audience and cater to different learning preferences and styles This is an excellent Dummies guide
for new and veteran teachers, corporate trainers, entrepreneurs, small business owners, those with
side hustles, and anyone else who needs a crash course on developing eCourses. This book will
support you from beginning to end.
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