
they are billions tech tree guide
They Are Billions Tech Tree Guide: Mastering the Path to Survival and
Prosperity

they are billions tech tree guide is essential for anyone looking to thrive
in this intense real-time strategy game. With its unique blend of steampunk
aesthetics, zombie apocalypse scenario, and tower defense mechanics, They Are
Billions challenges players to build, expand, and protect their colonies
against relentless hordes of infected. Understanding the tech tree is crucial
because it determines how you develop your colony’s infrastructure, military
strength, and economic stability.

In this guide, we’ll dive deep into the They Are Billions tech tree,
exploring the various research paths, unlocking powerful units, and sharing
tips on maximizing your technological progression. Whether you’re a newcomer
or a seasoned commander, knowing how to navigate the tech tree efficiently
can make the difference between survival and extinction.

Understanding the Basics of the They Are
Billions Tech Tree

Before getting into specifics, it’s important to grasp how the tech tree in
They Are Billions operates. Unlike some other RTS games where tech trees are
linear or separated by factions, They Are Billions’ tech tree is structured
around unlocking buildings, units, and upgrades through research. Research is
conducted in the Laboratory, which requires energy and time to complete each
technology.

The Role of Research and Laboratories

The Laboratory is the heart of your technological advancement. Once built, it
allows you to queue up new technologies that unlock everything from defensive
structures to advanced military units. However, research is not
instantaneous, and prioritizing what to unlock first is critical. Early-game
research typically focuses on economy and defense, while mid to late-game
shifts toward military upgrades and advanced buildings.

Tech Tree Structure and Branches

The tech tree in They Are Billions is divided into several branches that
cater to different aspects of your colony:



Economy and Resource Management: Unlocks buildings that increase
resource production, storage, and efficiency.

Military Units and Upgrades: Provides access to different soldier
classes, traps, walls, and weapon enhancements.

Energy and Utilities: Includes energy production improvements and
buildings that support colony infrastructure.

Advanced Technologies: Unlocks late-game units and buildings, such as
the Elite Rangers and Ironclads.

Balancing progress across these branches is key to maintaining a strong,
sustainable colony.

Early-Game Priorities in the Tech Tree

Starting strong is essential in They Are Billions, and the tech tree guide
helps clarify which technologies to prioritize in the early stages.

Boosting Resource Collection

At the beginning, focus on research that increases your ability to gather
wood, stone, and food. Buildings like the Sawmill and Quarry become available
early on and are vital for sustaining expansion. Researching upgrades that
improve worker efficiency or unlock additional resource deposit types can
accelerate your growth.

Basic Defense Technologies

Defense is paramount because zombies attack relentlessly from the start.
Unlocking technologies that grant access to basic walls, gates, and
watchtowers early will help you establish a secure perimeter. Watchtowers
provide crucial vision and damage output, allowing you to spot and thin out
zombie groups before they breach your defenses.

Energy Management

Energy powers most of your advanced buildings and defensive structures. Early
research should include unlocking the Steam Generator and improving energy
efficiency. Running out of energy during an attack can be disastrous, so



having a steady supply ensures your colony’s survival.

Mid-Game Tech Tree Strategies

Once your colony is stable, the mid-game focuses on expanding your military
capabilities and infrastructure.

Unlocking Advanced Military Units

Mid-game research in the military branch unlocks units like Snipers,
Grenadiers, and Rangers. Each unit has unique strengths: Snipers excel at
long-range precision, Grenadiers can clear groups with explosives, and
Rangers offer mobility and versatility. Prioritize researching the units that
fit your preferred defensive or offensive strategy.

Improving Defensive Structures

Walls and watchtowers can be upgraded to stronger variants, such as Stone
Walls and Guard Towers. Additionally, unlocking traps like spikes, bear
traps, and blast traps can significantly slow down or damage incoming zombie
waves. These upgrades are often research-heavy but payoff in survivability is
substantial.

Economic and Infrastructure Expansion

Mid-game also involves research into more efficient farms, mills, and storage
facilities. Unlocking these technologies supports a growing population and
the increased resource demands of a larger army. Power upgrades such as the
Electric Generator become available, offering more energy for your developing
colony.

Late-Game Technologies and Advanced Units

The late game is where your colony transforms into a well-oiled machine
capable of withstanding huge zombie hordes and launching counterattacks.

Elite Units and Specialized Troops

Researching advanced military technologies unlocks formidable units like the



Elite Rangers, Sniper Commander, and Ironclads. These units provide
significant firepower and durability. For example, Ironclads can absorb
massive damage and clear large groups of zombies, making them invaluable
during massive attacks.

High-Tech Buildings and Defenses

Late-game buildings include the Advanced Laboratory, which speeds up research
times, and the Armory, which provides access to the most powerful units.
Upgraded defensive structures like the Electric Wall and Shock Tower become
available, delivering strong area damage and crowd control effects.

Energy and Resource Optimization

At this stage, energy management becomes even more vital. Technologies
unlocking solar panels and advanced energy storage ensure your colony’s
systems keep running during prolonged battles. Research into resource
automation can also reduce micromanagement and improve efficiency.

Tips for Navigating the They Are Billions Tech
Tree

Mastering the tech tree requires more than just knowing what to unlock—it’s
about timing, adaptation, and strategy.

Adapt Your Research to the Map and Situation: Some maps have scarce
resources or more aggressive zombie spawns. Tailor your tech progression
to these conditions by prioritizing defense or resource gathering as
needed.

Balance Economy and Military Research: Neglecting either can lead to
disaster. Invest in a strong economy early so you can afford advanced
units and defenses later.

Utilize Hotkeys and Research Queue: Efficiently managing your
laboratories speeds up unlocking critical technologies. Always queue up
the next research to avoid downtime.

Scout and Expand Wisely: Unlock technologies that allow you to build
more advanced scouting units or structures to reveal the map. Knowing
where resources and threats lie helps prioritize tech investments.

Don’t Rush Late-Game Tech Too Soon: While powerful, late-game units and



buildings require substantial resources and time. Ensure your colony’s
foundation is solid before diving deep into advanced tech.

How the Tech Tree Impacts Overall Gameplay and
Strategy

The tech tree is not just a list of upgrades—it shapes your entire approach
to They Are Billions. Your choices here influence your colony’s defensive
layout, offensive capabilities, and economic resilience. For instance,
focusing heavily on military tech might allow you to push back zombie waves
aggressively, but without a strong economy, you risk running out of resources
quickly.

Conversely, emphasizing economy and energy can enable rapid expansion but may
leave you vulnerable if zombie attacks escalate faster than your defenses.
The best players find a harmony between these branches, adjusting their tech
priorities dynamically as the game progresses.

Furthermore, unlocking specific technologies can open up unique gameplay
opportunities. For example, researching traps and defensive upgrades lets you
create kill zones where zombies funnel into lethal ambushes. Military tech
unlocks specialized units that can perform reconnaissance, snipe from afar,
or break through hordes with heavy firepower.

In essence, the tech tree in They Are Billions is the backbone of your
survival strategy, guiding you toward building a colony that can endure the
apocalypse and reclaim the world.

Engaging with the tech tree thoughtfully transforms the game from a desperate
fight for survival into a thrilling challenge of strategic depth and long-
term planning. Whether you enjoy meticulous resource management or tactical
combat, mastering the tech tree will enhance your They Are Billions
experience profoundly.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the tech tree in They Are
Billions?
The tech tree in They Are Billions allows players to research and unlock new
units, buildings, and upgrades to improve their colony's defense and economy
against the zombie hordes.



Which technologies should I prioritize early in the
They Are Billions tech tree?
Early priorities should include basic resource gathering upgrades such as
Lumber Mill, Quarry, and Food production, along with essential defenses like
Walls and Soldiers to ensure survival in the initial waves.

How does the tech tree affect unit variety in They
Are Billions?
Advancing through the tech tree unlocks various military units such as
Rangers, Snipers, and Steam Tanks, each with unique abilities, allowing
players to customize their defense strategies.

Are there any tech tree paths to focus on for a
defensive playstyle?
Yes, focusing on defensive technologies like stronger walls, traps, turret
upgrades, and advanced military units can create a robust defense to
withstand large zombie waves.

Can I reset or change my tech tree choices in They
Are Billions?
No, the tech tree choices are permanent during a campaign. Players must plan
their research path carefully as each technology unlock depends on previous
research.

How do energy technologies in the tech tree impact
my colony?
Energy technologies unlock power generation buildings and enable advanced
structures like turrets and factories, which are crucial for maintaining
defenses and efficient production.

Additional Resources
They Are Billions Tech Tree Guide: Unlocking Strategic Depth in Survival RTS

they are billions tech tree guide serves as an essential resource for players
looking to master the intricacies of this challenging real-time strategy
game. Developed by Numantian Games, They Are Billions thrusts players into a
post-apocalyptic steampunk world where survival hinges on building a
sustainable colony while fending off relentless hordes of infected zombies.
Central to success is an effective understanding and navigation of the game's
tech tree, which governs the unlocking of buildings, units, and upgrades



critical to both economic stability and military dominance.

This guide delves into the structure and strategic implications of the They
Are Billions tech tree, highlighting key technologies, optimal progression
paths, and how to balance resource management with defensive priorities. By
exploring the tech tree’s layers and dependencies, players can more
confidently plan their expansion and enhance their chances of enduring the
escalating waves of infection.

Understanding the Structure of the They Are
Billions Tech Tree

The tech tree in They Are Billions is not a traditional linear progression
system. Instead, it is divided into several interrelated branches, each
focusing on different aspects of colony development—resource production,
military units, defense infrastructure, and research upgrades. This segmented
yet interconnected design demands players make strategic choices about which
technologies to prioritize, as some advanced units or buildings require
multiple prerequisite technologies.

At its core, the tech tree is accessed via the game’s research laboratory
building, which can be upgraded to unlock higher-level technologies. Players
invest energy, workers, and resources into research that unlocks new
capabilities, ranging from basic resource extraction improvements to powerful
military units like snipers and rocket launchers. The tech tree also
integrates seamlessly with the colony’s economy, as many upgrades reduce
resource consumption or increase efficiency, creating a feedback loop that
supports further expansion.

Key Branches of the Tech Tree

Resource Management: This branch focuses on improving the gathering and
processing of essential materials such as food, wood, stone, iron, and
oil. Upgrades here can increase resource yield, reduce the manpower
required, and unlock advanced production buildings.

Military Units: Encompasses infantry, ranged units, and heavy machinery.
Players can unlock different classes like soldiers, snipers, and
rangers, each with unique strengths and weaknesses. Progression here is
vital for creating a balanced and effective defense force.

Defensive Structures: Includes walls, towers, traps, and other
fortifications. Advancements improve durability, damage output, and
special effects such as slowing infected or dealing area damage.



Research and Upgrades: Focuses on colony-wide benefits, such as
increased worker efficiency, faster building times, and better energy
management. These upgrades often provide subtle but critical advantages
in longer gameplay sessions.

Strategic Implications of the Tech Tree
Progression

Mastering the tech tree is not just about unlocking units and buildings—it’s
about timing and synergy. For instance, early investments in resource
management upgrades can accelerate your economy, enabling faster expansion
and construction of defensive structures. Conversely, prioritizing military
tech too early may leave your resource base vulnerable, while delaying
critical defenses can result in catastrophic breaches during zombie waves.

Balancing Economy and Defense

One of the most challenging aspects of the They Are Billions tech tree is
deciding when to shift focus from economic upgrades to military technology.
Early game strategies typically emphasize resource gathering to build a
robust foundation. Investing in technologies that boost food production and
worker efficiency ensures a steady supply of manpower and materials.

However, as the rounds progress and zombie attacks intensify, the tech tree
demands a pivot. Defensive upgrades and advanced military units become
indispensable. For example, unlocking snipers early can significantly enhance
your colony’s ability to pick off infected at range, reducing pressure on
frontline defenses. Similarly, rocket launchers and grenadiers, which appear
later in the tech tree, provide crowd-control capabilities essential for
managing large hordes.

Research Laboratory Upgrades and Their Impact

Upgrading the research laboratory itself is a critical component often
overlooked by new players. Each level of the lab unlocks a new tier of
technologies, including powerful unit types and structural improvements. The
lab also reduces research times, enabling more rapid adaptation to shifting
tactical needs.

Strategically, players must weigh the cost of upgrading the lab against
immediate defensive needs. A higher-level lab requires significant resources
and worker allocation, which can strain the colony in the short term. Yet,
the long-term benefits are undeniable, as access to top-tier units and



upgrades can decisively turn the tide during late-game waves.

Comparative Analysis of Technology Paths

Different playstyles and map conditions influence the optimal tech tree path.
For example, maps with abundant natural resources may favor rapid economic
development, allowing players to unlock advanced military units faster. In
contrast, resource-scarce maps might require earlier investment in defensive
technologies to conserve materials and manpower.

Economic-Focused Path

- Prioritize food and resource production upgrades.
- Early research into worker efficiency reduces colony strain.
- Build multiple gathering and production facilities to maximize output.
- Delay costly military units until a strong economic base is established.

Military-Focused Path

- Unlock basic combat units early, such as soldiers and rangers.
- Upgrade defensive structures as soon as they become available.
- Invest in ranged units like snipers to manage infected from a distance.
- Use heavy units and traps to control large zombie waves.

Hybrid Approach

- Balance early economic upgrades with selective military tech.
- Upgrade the research lab to access mid-tier technology rapidly.
- Adapt to the map and enemy pressure by shifting focus dynamically.
- Employ a mix of unit types and defensive structures for versatility.

Pros and Cons of the They Are Billions Tech
Tree System

While the tech tree in They Are Billions offers considerable depth and
strategic flexibility, it also presents certain challenges and limitations.

Pros:



Encourages diverse strategies and replayability.

Integrates economic and military progression, emphasizing balance.

Unlocks powerful units and upgrades that feel rewarding and
impactful.

Allows players to tailor their approach based on map conditions and
personal style.

Cons:

Steep learning curve for newcomers unfamiliar with tech
dependencies.

Resource-intensive upgrades can slow early game momentum.

Rigid prerequisites occasionally force suboptimal choices to reach
desired tech.

Late-game tech can sometimes overshadow early units, making them
obsolete.

Optimizing Your They Are Billions Tech Tree
Strategy

To truly leverage the tech tree’s potential, players should adopt a flexible
mindset. Constantly reevaluating priorities against the colony’s current
state and upcoming threats is essential. Using reconnaissance and
intelligence about the size and timing of zombie waves can help determine
whether investing in economic or military branches will yield better survival
odds.

Furthermore, integrating building placement with tech choices enhances
efficiency. For example, upgrading walls and towers in tandem with unlocking
snipers maximizes defensive synergy. Similarly, coupling resource production
upgrades with expanded worker housing prevents bottlenecks that can stall
progress.

The They Are Billions tech tree rewards those who think several steps ahead,
balancing immediate survival needs with long-term colony sustainability. As
waves grow more daunting, having a well-developed tech base can mean the



difference between a thriving settlement and total annihilation.

---

By providing a comprehensive analysis of the tech tree’s branches, strategic
considerations, and potential pitfalls, this they are billions tech tree
guide aims to equip players with the knowledge necessary to navigate one of
the game’s most complex systems. Mastery of this framework is not just a
pathway to survival—it’s a gateway to mastering the unforgiving world of They
Are Billions.
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