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Trotsky History of the Russian Revolution: A Deep Dive into a Revolutionary Icon

trotsky history of the russian revolution is a fascinating tale of ambition, ideology, and the
relentless pursuit of social change. Leon Trotsky, one of the most influential figures during the
upheaval of early 20th-century Russia, played a pivotal role in shaping the course of the Russian
Revolution and, by extension, the 20th century. Understanding Trotsky’s history within the context of
the Russian Revolution not only sheds light on his personal journey but also on the complex dynamics
that led to the rise of the Soviet Union.

Who Was Leon Trotsky?

Before diving into Trotsky’s role in the revolution, it's essential to understand who he was. Born Lev
Davidovich Bronstein in 1879, Trotsky emerged from a Jewish farming family in Ukraine. His early life
was marked by political activism and exile, but it was his sharp intellect and oratory skills that made
him a natural leader in the revolutionary movement. Trotsky’s deep commitment to Marxist ideology
and his vision for a proletarian revolution set him apart from many contemporaries.

Early Political Activism and Exile

Trotsky’s political career began in the early 1900s when he became involved with the Russian Social
Democratic Labour Party (RSDLP). His revolutionary zeal quickly made him a target for the Tsarist
regime, leading to multiple arrests and periods of exile in Siberia and abroad. During this time,
Trotsky honed his theoretical ideas and formed important alliances, including his eventual
collaboration with Vladimir Lenin.

Trotsky’s Role in the 1905 Revolution

The Russian Revolution didn’t start in 1917; it had its roots in earlier upheavals, notably the 1905
Revolution. Trotsky played a significant role during this period, particularly as a leader in the workers'
councils, or soviets, which began to emerge as powerful grassroots organizations.

Leadership in the St. Petersburg Soviet

One of Trotsky’s first major contributions was his leadership of the St. Petersburg Soviet during the
1905 Revolution. The soviets represented a new form of worker’s organization that challenged the
autocratic rule of the Tsar. Trotsky’s ability to unite workers and articulate their demands showcased
his talents as a revolutionary organizer.



Trotsky and the 1917 Russian Revolution

When we talk about the trotsky history of the russian revolution, the 1917 events are central. This
year saw two critical revolutions: the February Revolution, which overthrew the Tsar, and the October
Revolution, led by the Bolsheviks, which brought the communist party to power.

Return from Exile and Role in the Bolshevik Party

Trotsky returned to Russia from exile in 1917, just as the political landscape was shifting dramatically.
Though initially hesitant, Trotsky joined the Bolshevik Party and quickly became one of Lenin’s closest
allies. His eloquence and strategic mind helped bolster the party’s influence during this turbulent
time.

Architect of the October Revolution

Trotsky is often credited as a principal architect of the October Revolution. As chairman of the
Petrograd Soviet, he coordinated the armed insurrection that toppled the Provisional Government. His
leadership of the Military Revolutionary Committee was instrumental in the smooth execution of the
Bolshevik takeover, marking a decisive moment in Russian history.

Trotsky as Commissar of War: Building the Red Army

Following the Bolshevik victory, Russia plunged into a brutal civil war between the Red Army
(Bolsheviks) and the White Army (anti-communist forces). Trotsky’s role shifted from revolutionary
agitator to military strategist as he became the People’s Commissar for Military and Naval Affairs.

Creation and Leadership of the Red Army

One of Trotsky’s most enduring legacies is his formation and leadership of the Red Army. Despite
lacking formal military training, Trotsky’s organizational skills and fierce dedication transformed the
Red Army into a disciplined and effective fighting force. He famously traveled the front lines in a
railway car, inspiring troops and overseeing military campaigns that ultimately secured Bolshevik
control.

Challenges During the Civil War

Trotsky faced immense challenges, including shortages of weapons, desertions, and the complexity of
fighting multiple enemies on various fronts. His strict discipline policies and use of former Tsarist
officers (with political commissars to ensure loyalty) were controversial but effective measures. This
period solidified Trotsky’s reputation as a pragmatic and determined leader.



Trotsky’s Political ldeology and Conflict with Stalin

The trotsky history of the russian revolution is incomplete without addressing the ideological battles
that followed the revolution. After Lenin’s death in 1924, a fierce power struggle erupted between
Trotsky and Joseph Stalin.

The Theory of Permanent Revolution

Trotsky advocated the theory of permanent revolution, which argued that the socialist revolution
couldn’t succeed in isolation within Russia but needed to spread globally. This idea contrasted with
Stalin’s “Socialism in One Country” policy, which prioritized consolidating socialism within the Soviet
Union first.

Exile and Final Years

Stalin’s rise to power led to Trotsky’s marginalization, exile, and eventual assassination in Mexico in
1940. Despite this tragic end, Trotsky’s writings and ideas continued to influence leftist movements
worldwide, symbolizing an alternative vision for socialism and revolution.

Understanding Trotsky’s Legacy in the Context of the
Russian Revolution

Looking at the trotsky history of the russian revolution offers valuable insights into the complexities of
revolutionary leadership and ideology. Trotsky was not just a military commander or political theorist;
he embodied the contradictions and challenges of trying to implement radical change in a deeply
divided society.

Insights Into Revolutionary Strategy

Trotsky’s emphasis on worker organization, decisive action, and internationalism provides useful
lessons for understanding how revolutions can unfold. His role in mobilizing the soviets and
structuring the Red Army highlights the importance of both grassroots movements and strategic
leadership.

Why Study Trotsky Today?

For anyone interested in the history of socialism, communism, or revolutionary movements, Trotsky’'s
life story offers a compelling case study. His intellectual contributions, combined with his practical
achievements and dramatic downfall, paint a nuanced picture of the Russian Revolution’s turbulent
era.



The story of Trotsky and the Russian Revolution continues to captivate historians, activists, and
political thinkers alike, reminding us that history is often shaped by individuals who dare to challenge
the status quo in pursuit of a radically different future.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Leon Trotsky and what role did he play in the
Russian Revolution?

Leon Trotsky was a Marxist revolutionary and key leader of the Bolshevik Party. He played a crucial
role in the Russian Revolution of 1917 as the founder and commander of the Red Army and was
instrumental in the Bolshevik seizure of power.

What is Trotsky's book 'History of the Russian Revolution'
about?

Trotsky's 'History of the Russian Revolution' is a detailed, firsthand account of the 1917 Russian
Revolution, providing insights into the events, key figures, and ideological struggles that shaped the
revolution from a Bolshevik perspective.

How does Trotsky's interpretation of the Russian Revolution
differ from other historians?

Trotsky's interpretation is unique because he was an active participant, offering an insider's
perspective. He emphasizes the role of the working class and the peasantry, the importance of
leadership by the Bolsheviks, and critiques of other socialist factions, which differs from more
detached or Western historical accounts.

What were Trotsky's views on the October Revolution as
described in his history?

Trotsky viewed the October Revolution as a necessary and heroic overthrow of the provisional
government by the proletariat and peasantry, led by the Bolsheviks, to establish a socialist state. He
saw it as an inevitable outcome of the class struggle in Russia.

How did Trotsky's role in the Russian Civil War influence his
historical narrative?

As the founder and leader of the Red Army during the Russian Civil War, Trotsky's narrative
emphasizes the importance of military strategy, discipline, and the Red Army's role in defending the
revolution against counter-revolutionary forces, shaping his interpretation of the revolution's success.

What criticisms has Trotsky faced regarding his 'History of the



Russian Revolution'?

Critics argue that Trotsky's account is biased due to his direct involvement, sometimes downplaying
the roles of other revolutionary groups and exaggerating the Bolsheviks' leadership. Some also say he
overlooks the complexity of social and political factors outside Bolshevik influence.

Why is Trotsky's 'History of the Russian Revolution’
considered an important primary source?

Because Trotsky was a central figure in the revolution, his detailed narrative provides firsthand
insights, making it a valuable primary source for understanding the motivations, strategies, and
internal dynamics of the Bolshevik leadership during the revolution.

How did Trotsky's exile affect the writing and publication of
his history of the revolution?

After being expelled from the Soviet Union, Trotsky wrote 'History of the Russian Revolution' in exile,
which allowed him to be more critical of Stalin and the Soviet regime. His exile influenced the tone
and content, providing a perspective opposed to the official Soviet narrative.

What impact has Trotsky's historical work had on modern
interpretations of the Russian Revolution?

Trotsky's work has profoundly influenced Marxist and revolutionary historiography by providing a
detailed, participant-based account. It continues to shape debates on the nature of the revolution, the
role of leadership, and the dynamics of revolutionary change in Russia and beyond.

Additional Resources

**Trotsky and the History of the Russian Revolution: An Analytical Review**

trotsky history of the russian revolution is a subject that continues to captivate historians,
political analysts, and scholars of revolutionary movements. Leon Trotsky, one of the most influential
figures in the Russian Revolution of 1917, played a pivotal role in shaping the course of Soviet history.
This article delves into the complex and multifaceted contributions of Trotsky during this tumultuous
period, examining his ideological foundations, leadership roles, and enduring legacy within the
broader context of the revolution.

Background: Trotsky’s Early Life and Revolutionary
Beginnings

Before the outbreak of the Russian Revolution, Trotsky was already an established revolutionary
intellectual and activist. Born Lev Davidovich Bronstein in 1879, Trotsky’s early political engagement
was marked by involvement in Marxist circles and opposition to the autocratic Tsarist regime. His
intellectual prowess and oratorical skills set him apart from many contemporaries, positioning him as



a key player in the socialist movement.

Trotsky’s history of the Russian Revolution cannot be understood without recognizing his initial
affiliation with the Mensheviks, a faction within the Russian Social Democratic Labour Party that
advocated a more gradualist approach to socialism. However, his ideological evolution soon led him
to align with Lenin’s Bolsheviks, who pushed for immediate and radical change.

Trotsky’s Role in the Russian Revolution of 1917

The February Revolution and Trotsky’s Return

The February Revolution of 1917, which resulted in the abdication of Tsar Nicholas Il, marked a critical
turning point in Russian history. At this juncture, Trotsky was in exile in New York but returned to
Russia in May 1917, bringing with him a wealth of revolutionary experience and a clear vision for the
future of the socialist movement.

Upon his return, Trotsky quickly emerged as a formidable leader within the Petrograd Soviet,
advocating for the transfer of power to the soviets—workers’ councils that represented grassroots
political authority. His ability to articulate the demands of the proletariat and soldiers helped
galvanize support for the Bolsheviks.

Leadership in the October Revolution

Arguably, Trotsky’s most significant contribution to the Russian Revolution was his leadership during
the October Revolution. As chairman of the Petrograd Soviet’s Military Revolutionary Committee,
Trotsky orchestrated the armed insurrection that overthrew the Provisional Government. His strategic
acumen and organizational skills were instrumental in ensuring the Bolsheviks seized power with
minimal bloodshed compared to other revolutionary upheavals.

Trotsky’s history of the Russian Revolution highlights his role as a pragmatic revolutionary, balancing

ideological fervor with tactical precision. His leadership in the insurrection solidified his standing as
Lenin’s right-hand man and a key architect of the nascent Soviet state.

Trotsky’s Contributions to the Soviet State and the
Civil War

Founder and Commander of the Red Army

Following the Bolshevik seizure of power, Russia plunged into a brutal civil war between the Red Army
and various anti-Bolshevik factions collectively known as the White forces. Trotsky’s appointment as



People’s Commissar for Military and Naval Affairs placed him at the helm of the Red Army’s creation
and command.

Trotsky’s military leadership was characterized by decisive action and ruthless discipline. He
introduced strict organizational reforms, reinstated ranks and hierarchy, and famously utilized the
armored train to move swiftly between fronts. Under his command, the Red Army transformed from a
disorganized militia into a formidable fighting force that ultimately secured Bolshevik control over
Russia.

Ideological Influence and Political Rivalries

Beyond his military role, Trotsky was a prolific theorist and ideologue. His concept of “permanent
revolution” argued that socialist revolutions needed to be continuous and worldwide to survive and
thrive, contrasting with Stalin’s later doctrine of “socialism in one country.” This ideological stance put
Trotsky at odds with other Soviet leaders and foreshadowed his eventual political downfall.

The dynamics of Trotsky’s history within the Russian Revolution are inseparable from his rivalry with
Joseph Stalin. Initially allies in the Bolshevik leadership, their divergent visions for the Soviet Union’s
future led to intense political conflict after Lenin’s death in 1924. Trotsky’s opposition to Stalin’s
consolidation of power culminated in his expulsion from the Communist Party, exile from the USSR,
and eventual assassination in 1940.

Analyzing Trotsky’s Historical Impact

Trotsky’s legacy in the Russian Revolution is complex and often contested. On one hand, his
leadership was crucial in the success of the Bolshevik Revolution and the survival of the Soviet state
during the civil war. His intellectual contributions to Marxist theory continue to influence leftist
movements worldwide.

On the other hand, critics argue that Trotsky’s radicalism and uncompromising stance contributed to
the harsh measures implemented during the civil war, including the Red Terror and suppression of
dissent. His rivalry with Stalin also exacerbated factionalism within the Communist Party, which had
lasting repercussions for Soviet governance and policy.

Key Features of Trotsky’s Revolutionary Approach

e Strategic Leadership: Trotsky’s ability to organize and direct complex military operations was
unmatched among Bolshevik leaders.

* Oratory and Propaganda: His speeches and writings galvanized support among workers and
soldiers alike.

e Theory of Permanent Revolution: Advocated continuous global revolution rather than
isolated national efforts.



 Political Pragmatism: Demonstrated flexibility in tactics while maintaining ideological
commitments.

Pros and Cons of Trotsky’s Role in the Revolution

1. Pros:
o Instrumental in the success of the October Revolution.
o Founder and organizer of the Red Army, ensuring Bolshevik survival.

o Influential Marxist theorist with a global revolutionary vision.

2. Cons:
o His militant approach contributed to internal repression during the civil war.
o Political inflexibility led to alienation from other Soviet leaders.

o Failed to build a lasting power base within the Communist Party, resulting in exile and
assassination.

The Broader Context: Trotsky’s Place in Revolutionary
History

Trotsky’s history of the Russian Revolution serves as a lens through which to examine broader themes
of revolutionary leadership, ideological conflict, and the challenges of transitioning from rebellion to
governance. Unlike many revolutionaries who fade into obscurity, Trotsky’'s intellectual and practical
impact resonates beyond the specific events of 1917-1920.

His emphasis on internationalism and continuous revolution remains a reference point for socialist
and communist movements globally. Meanwhile, his tragic downfall underscores the perils
revolutionary leaders face when ideological purity clashes with the pragmatism of political survival.

The Russian Revolution itself was a watershed event in 20th-century history, reshaping global
geopolitics and inspiring myriad movements. Within this epic narrative, Trotsky’s story is a testament
to the power and limitations of revolutionary zeal and strategic leadership.



Trotsky’s profound involvement in the Russian Revolution reveals a figure of contradictions—brilliant
yet controversial, visionary yet polarizing. His history intertwines with the fate of Russia itself, offering
invaluable insights into the dynamics of revolutionary change and the human costs embedded within
it. As scholarship continues to evolve, Trotsky’s legacy remains a vital subject for understanding the
complexities of one of the most transformative revolutions in modern history.

Trotsky History Of The Russian Revolution
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trotsky history of the russian revolution: History of the Russian Revolution Leon Trotsky,
2008-07-01 “During the first two months of 1917 Russia was still a Romanov monarchy. Eight
months later the Bolsheviks stood at the helm. They were little known to anybody when the year
began, and their leaders were still under indictment for state treason when they came to power. You
will not find another such sharp turn in history especially if you remember that it involves a nation of
150 million people. It is clear that the events of 1917, whatever you think of them, deserve study.”
--Leon Trotsky, from History of the Russian Revolution Regarded by many as among the most
powerful works of history ever written, this book offers an unparalleled account of one of the most
pivotal and hotly debated events in world history. This book reveals, from the perspective of one of
its central actors, the Russian Revolution’s profoundly democratic, emancipatory character.
Originally published in three parts, Trotsky’s masterpiece is collected here in a single volume. It
serves as the most vital and inspiring record of the Russian Revolution to date. “[T]he greatest
history of an event that I know.” --C. L. R. James “In Trotsky all passions were aroused, but his
thought remained calm and his vision clear.... His involvement in the struggle, far from blurring his
sight, sharpens it.... The History is his crowning work, both in scale and power and as the fullest
expression of his ideas on revolution. As an account of a revolution, given by one of its chief actors,
it stands unique in world literature.” --Isaac Deutscher

trotsky history of the russian revolution: History of the Russian Revolution: Volume 1 Leon
Trotsky, 2022-11-30 The Russian Revolution of 1917 can be regarded as the greatest event in human
history. For the first time, millions of workers and peasants took political power into their own
hands, sweeping aside the despotic rule of the capitalists and landlords, and setting out to create a
socialist world order based upon the rule of the Soviet of Workers', Soldiers' and Peasants' Deputies.
Capitalism had broken at its weakest link. The Russian Revolution heralded the beginning of the
world revolution, inspiring the hopes and dreams of millions. Notwithstanding the terrible
backwardness of Russia, the new Socialist Soviet Republic represented a decisive threat to the world
capitalist order. It struck terror in the ruling classes everywhere, which rightly regarded it as a
threat to their power and privileges. Leon Trotsky History of these events is a masterpiece. It was
the first time that a scientific history of a great event has been written by a man who played a
dominant part in it. Together with Lenin, he led the Bolshevik Revolution, and lived throughout its
stormy events. However, this book is not simply a dramatic narrative, but a profound analysis of the
inner forces of the Revolution. It remains by far the best account of the Russian Revolution today.
This volume spans from the February Revolution to the prelude of the 'July Days', as well as the
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economic and political background of Russia before the Revolution. Also featured in this edition is
Alan Woods introduction to the series.

trotsky history of the russian revolution: The History of the Russian Revolution Vol. I Leon
Trotsky, 2018-03-02 THE HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION Vol. I: The overthrow of
Tzarism This book offers an unparalleled account of one of the most pivotal and hotly debated events
in world history. It reveals, from the perspective of one of its central actors, the revolution's
profoundly democratic, emancipatory character. In this first part Trotsky analyzes the social and
political characteristics of Russia preceding the Revolution and presents the events of 1917 till July.
It is an exciting chronicle and at the same time a historical document of extraordinary value. Bi
Classics also published part 2 and 3 of this fundamental political and historical work. During the first
two months of 1917 Russia was still a Romanov monarchy. Eight months later the Bolsheviks stood
at the helm. They were little known to anybody when the year began, and their leaders were still
under indictment for state treason when they came to power. You will not find another such sharp
turn in history especially if you remember that it involves a nation of 150 million people. It is clear
that the events of 1917, whatever you think of them, deserve study. (L. Trotsky)

trotsky history of the russian revolution: The History of the Russian Revolution Leon
Trotsky, 2007 This edition of Trotsky's masterpiece, with a new foreword by Ahmed Shawki, tells the
epic story of the remarkable events that transformed Russian - and world - history for ever.

trotsky history of the russian revolution: The History of the Russian Revolution, by Leon
Trotsky Lev Trotsky, 1965

trotsky history of the russian revolution: History of the Russian Revolution: Volume 3
Leon Trotsky, 2022-11-30 The Russian Revolution of 1917 can be regarded as the greatest event in
human history. For the first time, millions of workers and peasants took political power into their
own hands, sweeping aside the despotic rule of the capitalists and landlords, and setting out to
create a socialist world order based upon the rule of the Soviet of Workers', Soldiers' and Peasants'
Deputies. Capitalism had broken at its weakest link. The Russian Revolution heralded the beginning
of the world revolution, inspiring the hopes and dreams of millions. Notwithstanding the terrible
backwardness of Russia, the new Socialist Soviet Republic represented a decisive threat to the world
capitalist order. It struck terror in the ruling classes everywhere, which rightly regarded it as a
threat to their power and privileges. Leon Trotsky History of these events is a masterpiece. It was
the first time that a scientific history of a great event has been written by a man who played a
dominant part in it. Together with Lenin, he led the Bolshevik Revolution, and lived throughout its
stormy events. However, this book is not simply a dramatic narrative, but a profound analysis of the
inner forces of the Revolution. It remains by far the best account of the Russian Revolution today.
This volume covers the lead up to the October Revolution and the triumph of the Soviets.

trotsky history of the russian revolution: The History of the Russian Revolution to
Brest-Litovsk Leon Trotsky, 2018-10-14 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally
important and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public
domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you
may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the
body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be
preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. To ensure a quality reading
experience, this work has been proofread and republished using a format that seamlessly blends the
original graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. We appreciate your support of the
preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and
relevant.

trotsky history of the russian revolution: The History of the Russian Revolution Vol II
Leon Trotsky, 2018-03-02 THE HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION Vol. II: The Attempted
Counter-Revolution This book offers an unparalleled account of one of the most pivotal and hotly
debated events in world history. It reveals, from the perspective of one of its central actors, the
revolution's profoundly democratic, emancipatory character. In this second volume Trotsky presents




some of the turning points of the path of revolution on the way to the October, such as the Kornilov's
insurrection and the activity of the counter-revolution. It is an exciting chronicle and at the same
time a historical document of extraordinary value. Bi Classics also published part 1 and 3 of this
fundamental political and historical work. During the first two months of 1917 Russia was still a
Romanov monarchy. Eight months later the Bolsheviks stood at the helm. They were little known to
anybody when the year began, and their leaders were still under indictment for state treason when
they came to power. You will not find another such sharp turn in history especially if you remember
that it involves a nation of 150 million people. It is clear that the events of 1917, whatever you think
of them, deserve study. (L. Trotsky)

trotsky history of the russian revolution: The History of The Russian Revolution Volume-I
Leon Trotsky, 2020-03-20 The History of the Russian Revolution by Leon Trotsky is a three-volume
book on the Russian Revolution of 1917. Trotsky finished writing it in Russian in 1930 and was then
translated into English.Regarded by many as among the most powerful works of history ever written,
this book offers an unparalleled account of one of the most pivotal and hotly debated events in world
history. This book reveals, from the perspective of one of its central actors, the Russian Revolution's
profoundly democratic, emancipatory character.

trotsky history of the russian revolution: Trotsky and the Russian Revolution Geoffrey
Swain, 2014-02-24 Supporters of Stalin saw Trotsky as a traitor and renegade. Trotsky’s own
supporters saw him as the only true Leninist. In Trotsky and the Russian Revolution, Geoffrey Swain
restores Trotsky to his real and central role in the Russian Revolution. In this succinct and
comprehensive study, Swain contests that: In the years between 1903 and 1917, it was the ideas of
Trotsky, rather than Lenin, which shaped the nascent Bolshevik Party and prepared it for the
overthrow of the Tsar. During the autumn of 1917 workers supported Trotsky’s idea of an
insurrection carried out by the soviet, rather than Lenin’s demand for a party orchestrated coup
d’etat. During the Russian Civil War, Trotsky persuaded a sceptical Lenin that the only way to
victory was through the employment of officers trained in the Tsar’s army. As well as examining
Trotsky’s critique of Stalin’s Russia in the 1930s, this seminar reader probes deeper to explore the
ideas which drove Trotsky forward during his years of influence over Russia’s revolutionary politics,
exploring such key concepts as how to construct a revolutionary party, how to stage a successful
insurrection, how to fight a revolutionary war, and how to build a socialist state.

trotsky history of the russian revolution: The History of the Russian Revolution Vol-III Leon
Trotsky, 2018-03-02 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is
part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original
artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original
copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most
important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the public
domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you
may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the
body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred
pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important
enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your
support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this
knowledge alive and relevant.

trotsky history of the russian revolution: The Russian Revolution Sheila Fitzpatrick, 2001
The Russian Revolution had a decisive impact on the history of the twentieth century. Now, following
the collapse of the Soviet regime and the opening of its archives, it is possible to step back and see
the full picture. In this classic work, the author incorporates data from archives thatwere previously
inaccessible not only to Western but also to Soviet historians, as well as drawing on important recent
Russian publications such as the memoirs of one of the great survivors of Soviet politics, Vyacheslav
Molotov. Impeccable in its scholarship and objectivity, the book tells a gripping story of a Marxist
revolution that was intended to transform the world, visited enormous suffering on the Russian



people, and, like the French Revolution before it, ended up by devouring its own children. In a
concludingsection that will be of great interest to scholars in the field as well as the general reader,
the author treats the Stalinist Great Purges as the last act of the drama of the Russian Revolution.

trotsky history of the russian revolution: Trotsky, Trotskyism and the Transition to Socialism
Peter Beilharz, 2019-11-19 First published in 1987. Trotskyists have long dominated the
revolutionary tradition on the Western left. Written from a critical socialist standpoint, this book
provides an analysis of Trotskyism and argues that Trotskyism is increasingly irrelevant as a means
of achieving socialism. It argues that, as the realisation grows that the revolutionary tradition and
the authoritarianism which necessarily result from it are wrong, the importance of the problem of
the transition to socialism increases. It argues that on this point Trotskyism is weak; that
Trotskyism's proposals for socialist transition are largely rhetorical; and that its democratic impulse
is weak. It supports this argument by showing that Trotsky’s philosophy of history, implicit in his
writings, which the author characterises as evolutionary and necessitarian, coupled with a failure to
grasp the moral basis of the socialist case, has a disabling effect on Trotsky's account of the
transition to socialism and on his explanation of Stalinism. Moreover, it argues that Trotsky's
intellectual and political heirs have been unable to escape from the contradictions inherent in his
thought.

trotsky history of the russian revolution: History of the Russian Revolution Leon Trotsky,
2022-05-24

trotsky history of the russian revolution: The History of the Russian Revolution Lev
Davidovi¢ Trockij, 1936

trotsky history of the russian revolution: The Russian Revolution of 1905 Anthony ].
Heywood, Jonathan D. Smele, 2013-04-03 2005 marks the centenary of Russia’s ‘first revolution’ - an
unplanned, spontaneous rejection of Tsarist rule that was a response to the ‘Bloody Sunday’
massacre of 9th January 1905. A wave of strikes, urban uprisings, peasant revolts, national
revolutions and mutinies swept across the Russian Empire, and it proved a crucial turning point in
the demise of the autocracy and the rise of a revolutionary socialism that would shape Russia,
Europe and the international system for the rest of the twentieth century. The centenary of the
Revolution has prompted scholars to review and reassess our understanding of what happened in
1905. Recent opportunities to access archives throughout the former Soviet Union are yielding new
provincial perspectives, as well as fresh insights into the roles of national and religious minorities,
and the parts played by individuals, social groups, political parties and institutions. This text brings
together some of the best of this new research and reassessment, and includes thirteen chapters
written by leading historians from around the world, together with an introduction from Abraham
Ascher.

trotsky history of the russian revolution: The Russian Revolution and Civil War 1917-1921
Jonathan Smele, 2006-04-15 The Russian Revolution and Civil War in the years 1917 to 1921 is one
of the most widely studied periods in history. It is also somewhat inevitably one that has generated a
huge flow of literature in the decades that have passed since the events themselves. However, until
now, historians of the revolution have had no dedicated bibliography of the period and little claim to
bibliographical control over the literature. The Russian Revolution and Civil War, 1917-1921offers
for the first time a comprehensive bibliographical guide to this crucial and fascinating period of
history. The Bibliography focuses on the key years of 1917 to 1921, starting with the February
Revolution of 1917 and concluding with the 10th Party Congress of March 1921, and covers all the
key events of the intervening years. As such it identifies these crucial years as something more than
simply the creation of a communist state.

trotsky history of the russian revolution: The History of the Russian Revolution
(Russian) Leon Trotsky, 2015-06-01 Third volume in Leon Trotsky's classic account of the social,
economic, and political dynamics of the first socialist revolution as told by one of its central leaders.
Trotsky describes how, under Lenin's leadership, the Bolshevik Party led the working class,
peasantry, and oppressed nationalities to overturn the monarchist regime of the landlords and




capitalists and bring to power a government of the workers and peasants--one that set an example
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