sentence starters for informational
writing

Sentence Starters for Informational Writing: Enhancing Clarity and Engagement

Sentence starters for informational writing are essential tools that help writers
introduce facts, explain ideas, and guide readers smoothly through their content. Whether
you're crafting an essay, a report, or a how-to guide, knowing how to begin your sentences
can make your writing clearer and more engaging. Informational writing aims to educate
or inform readers about a topic, and the way you structure your sentences plays a crucial
role in achieving this goal. By using effective sentence starters, you can organize your
thoughts logically, emphasize important points, and maintain the reader's interest
throughout your text.

Why Sentence Starters Matter in Informational
Writing

When writing informational content, clarity and flow are king. Readers often scan texts for
key information, so the way you start sentences can either grab their attention or cause
confusion. Sentence starters act as signposts, signaling what’s coming next—whether it’s
an example, a cause, or a conclusion. They also help writers avoid repetitive phrasing,
which can make even the most informative content feel dull.

Beyond helping with structure, sentence starters enhance readability. They break up large
chunks of information into digestible pieces, making it easier for readers to follow along.
In educational settings, for example, students benefit from sentence starters because they
provide a scaffold for constructing well-organized paragraphs. Similarly, professional
writers use these tools to maintain a consistent tone and ensure their message is delivered
effectively.

Common Types of Sentence Starters for
Informational Writing

Understanding different categories of sentence starters can help you choose the right one
depending on the purpose of your paragraph or sentence. Here are some popular types:

Introducing a Topic or Idea

When beginning a new section or paragraph, it’s important to clearly signal what you will
discuss. These sentence starters can help:



- To begin with,

- First and foremost,

- The primary reason,

- One important aspect is,
- Let’s start by examining,

Using these phrases sets the stage and prepares your reader for the information that
follows.

Adding More Information

Informational writing often requires expanding on ideas or providing additional details.
Sentence starters that signal elaboration include:

- Furthermore,

- In addition,

- Moreover,

- Another key point is,
- Not only that,

These starters help maintain the flow of information and connect ideas smoothly.

Providing Examples or Evidence

Examples and evidence are vital in strengthening your informational writing. Sentence
starters that introduce these elements are:

- For example,
- For instance,
- To illustrate,
- Such as,

- Specifically,

By including concrete examples, you make your writing more credible and relatable.

Explaining Causes and Effects

When describing relationships between events or ideas, use sentence starters that clarify
cause and effect:

- As a result,

- Therefore,

- Consequently,

- Due to,

- Because of this,



These starters help readers understand the logical connections within your content.

Comparing or Contrasting

Sometimes, informational writing requires highlighting similarities or differences.
Sentence starters to achieve this include:

- Similarly,

- In contrast,

- On the other hand,
- However,

- Unlike,

These phrases guide readers through comparisons and help emphasize distinctions.

Summarizing or Concluding Information

Wrapping up a section or the entire piece requires sentence starters that signal closure or
summary:

- In summary,
- To conclude,
- Overall,

- In brief,

- To sum up,

They help reinforce the main points and provide a satisfying end to your discussion.

Tips for Using Sentence Starters Effectively

While sentence starters are helpful, using them thoughtfully is crucial. Here are some tips
to make the most out of them:

Vary Your Sentence Structure

Avoid beginning every sentence with the same phrase or word. Mixing sentence starters
with different structures keeps the writing fresh and engaging. For example, instead of
always starting with “For example,” try “An example of this is...” or “Consider the case
where...”



Match Starters to Your Writing Style

Sentence starters should fit the tone of your piece. In formal informational writing,
phrases like “Furthermore” or “Consequently” are appropriate, while in more casual
writing, you might say “Also” or “Because of that.” Adjust your choice based on your
audience.

Don’t Overuse Them

Too many sentence starters can make your writing feel mechanical. Use them where they
add clarity or emphasis, but sometimes a simple, direct sentence is more powerful. Trust
your instincts and read your work aloud to check the flow.

Use Sentence Starters to Guide the Reader

Think of sentence starters as cues for your audience. If you're shifting to a new idea, use a
starter that signals change. If you're providing evidence, choose one that prepares readers
for examples. This intentionality improves comprehension.

Examples of Sentence Starters in Informational
Writing

To illustrate how sentence starters work in practice, here are a few examples across
different informational contexts:

Science Explanation

“To begin with, photosynthesis is the process by which plants convert sunlight into energy.
Furthermore, this process produces oxygen, which is essential for most living organisms.
For example, chlorophyll in plant cells captures light energy to initiate the process.”

Historical Report

“One important aspect of the Industrial Revolution was the introduction of machinery. In
addition, urbanization increased as people moved to cities for factory jobs. Consequently,
living conditions changed dramatically during this period.”



How-To Guide

“First and foremost, gather all necessary materials before starting your project. Next,
carefully follow the assembly instructions to avoid mistakes. For instance, make sure all
screws are tightened securely.”

Incorporating Sentence Starters into Educational
Settings

Teachers and educators often encourage students to use sentence starters to improve
their informational writing skills. These prompts help students organize their thoughts and
develop coherent paragraphs. Using sentence starters can also boost confidence,
especially for young writers who might struggle with how to begin.

Many writing curriculums include lists of sentence starters tailored to different
purposes—explaining, comparing, or concluding—making it easier for students to practice
varied writing techniques. Encouraging students to experiment with different starters can
foster creativity and improve overall writing fluency.

Expanding Your Vocabulary for Informational
Writing

Having a rich vocabulary of sentence starters and transition words enhances your ability
to connect ideas and present information smoothly. Besides the common starters
mentioned earlier, consider incorporating synonyms and less frequent phrases to add
variety. For example:

- Instead of “In addition,” try “Additionally” or “What’s more.”
- Replace “Therefore” with “As a consequence” or “Hence.”
- Swap “For example” with “To demonstrate” or “An illustration of this is.”

Building a personal list of sentence starters can be a valuable resource for any writer
aiming to improve clarity and engagement in informational writing.

Mastering sentence starters for informational writing is a practical way to elevate your
communication skills. By choosing the right phrases to introduce ideas, provide evidence,
or summarize points, you can create content that flows naturally and keeps readers
interested. Whether you're a student, teacher, or professional writer, experimenting with
these tools will undoubtedly enhance the quality of your writing.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are sentence starters for informational writing?

Sentence starters for informational writing are phrases or words used at the beginning of
sentences to help introduce facts, explanations, or descriptions clearly and effectively.

Why are sentence starters important in informational
writing?

Sentence starters are important because they guide the writer in organizing ideas, making
the text more coherent, and helping the reader follow the information presented.

Can you give examples of sentence starters used in
informational writing?

Yes, examples include: "According to research...", "One important fact is...", "For
example...", "In addition...", "This shows that...", and "As a result...".

How do sentence starters improve the quality of
informational writing?

They improve quality by providing structure, enhancing flow between ideas, emphasizing
key points, and making the writing more engaging and easier to understand.

Are sentence starters different for various types of
informational texts?

While many sentence starters are versatile, some may be tailored to specific informational
texts such as reports, essays, or articles to better suit the purpose and audience.

How can students learn to use sentence starters
effectively in their writing?

Students can learn by practicing with lists of common sentence starters, analyzing
examples in texts, and receiving feedback on their use in writing assignments.

What are some sentence starters to introduce facts in
informational writing?

Some starters include: "It is known that...", "Research shows...", "Studies indicate...",
"Statistics reveal...", and "Experts agree that...".



How do sentence starters help in transitioning between
ideas in informational writing?

They act as bridges by signaling relationships between ideas, such as cause and effect,
comparison, or addition, making the text flow smoothly and logically.

Additional Resources

Sentence Starters for Informational Writing: Enhancing Clarity and Engagement

Sentence starters for informational writing serve as foundational tools that guide
writers in presenting facts, explanations, and details in a clear and organized manner. In
professional and educational contexts, the ability to initiate sentences effectively can
significantly influence the readability and impact of informational texts. This article delves
into the strategic use of sentence starters within informational writing, examining their
role in structuring content, aiding comprehension, and optimizing communication for
diverse audiences.

The Role of Sentence Starters in Informational
Writing

Informational writing aims to inform, explain, or describe a topic systematically without
the influence of personal opinions. The clarity of such writing depends not only on
accurate facts but also on the structure and flow of ideas. Sentence starters act as
linguistic signposts that help readers navigate through complex information. They
establish relationships between ideas, highlight key points, and maintain coherence
throughout the piece.

Using effective sentence starters is vital for writers who wish to present information
logically. For example, phrases such as "According to recent studies," or "One significant
factor is" immediately orient the reader to the nature of the information being presented.
This technique is especially useful in academic papers, reports, and journalistic articles
where precision and neutrality are paramount.

Improving Readability and Engagement

Beyond clarity, sentence starters contribute to engagement by breaking the monotony of
repetitive sentence structures. Informational texts can sometimes risk becoming dry or
overly technical. Introducing varied sentence openings like “It is important to note that,”
or “Research indicates” can make the content more dynamic and accessible. This variation
also aids in emphasizing crucial information, ensuring that key messages are not
overlooked.

Furthermore, sentence starters help in scaffolding information, guiding readers through



layers of complexity. When explaining multifaceted concepts, starters such as “Firstly,”
“In addition,” or “Consequently” indicate progression and logical connections. This
methodical approach supports comprehension, especially for readers who may be
unfamiliar with the topic.

Common Categories of Sentence Starters for
Informational Writing

Sentence starters can be categorized based on their function within the text. Recognizing
these categories allows writers to select the most appropriate starter depending on the
intent and context.

Introducing Facts and Details

These starters are used to present factual information clearly and straightforwardly.
Examples include:

e "According to [source],..."

e "Data shows that..."

e "Research reveals..."

¢ "It has been observed that..."

Such phrases lend authority and credibility to the information, often essential in academic
and professional writing.

Clarifying or Explaining

When the goal is to elaborate or provide explanations, sentence starters like the following
are effective:

e "This means that..."

e "In other words,..."

e "To clarify,..."

¢ "Specifically,..."



These help break down complex ideas into more understandable parts, facilitating easier
digestion of information.

Sequencing Information

Logical sequencing is crucial in informational writing. Appropriate sentence starters
include:

e "Firstly,..."
¢ "Next,..."
e "Afterward,..."

« "Finally,..."

They guide readers through the progression of ideas or steps in a process, enhancing
structural flow.

Comparing and Contrasting

When informational writing involves analysis, sentence starters like these are useful:
e "Similarly,..."
e "In contrast,..."

¢ "However,..."

¢ "On the other hand,..."

These starters highlight relationships between information, supporting critical thinking
and deeper understanding.

Integrating Sentence Starters into SEO-Optimized
Informational Content

In the digital age, informational writing often doubles as web content designed for search



engine optimization (SEO). Effective use of sentence starters can enhance SEO
performance by improving user experience metrics such as readability, engagement, and
bounce rates.

By incorporating sentence starters naturally within content, writers can maintain a
conversational yet authoritative tone. For example, starting a sentence with “Recent data
suggests” not only introduces an updated fact but also aligns with keyword strategies
focused on timeliness and relevance. Similarly, using transitions like “Furthermore” or
“Consequently” reinforces content cohesion, making it easier for search engines to
interpret the text’s structure.

Moreover, sentence starters assist in organizing content into digestible sections. This
organization is favored by search algorithms that prioritize user-friendly formatting. Well-
structured content with clear signposting can lead to higher rankings and better visibility.

Balancing Keyword Integration with Natural Flow

An important consideration when using sentence starters for informational writing in SEO
contexts is the balance between keyword integration and natural readability. Overloading
sentences with keywords can disrupt flow, making the text appear forced or spammy.

Strategic sentence starters allow keywords to be embedded seamlessly. For instance, a
sentence like “According to recent environmental studies, climate change impacts are
accelerating” naturally includes key terms such as “environmental studies” and “climate
change” without compromising readability.

Examples of Effective Sentence Starters in Different
Contexts

To further illustrate the versatility of sentence starters, consider the following examples
drawn from various informational writing scenarios:

1. Scientific Report: "Experimental results demonstrate a significant increase in
efficiency." This starter highlights findings while maintaining objectivity.

2. Business Analysis: "Market trends indicate a shift toward sustainable products."
Here, the sentence sets up an informative statement backed by data.

3. Educational Content: "To understand this concept, it is essential to first consider..."
This prepares the reader for foundational information.

4. News Article: "According to officials, the new policy will affect thousands of
residents." This sentence introduces sourced information with authority.



Each example shows how sentence starters can be adapted to suit the tone and purpose of
the informational piece.

Challenges and Considerations in Using Sentence
Starters

While sentence starters are valuable, their overuse or inappropriate application can lead
to mechanical or predictable writing. Writers must avoid starting every sentence with
similar phrases, which can disengage readers.

Variety and relevance should guide the choice of sentence starters. Additionally, cultural
and contextual factors influence how certain starters are perceived. For instance, overly
formal starters may alienate casual readers, whereas too informal ones might undermine
credibility in academic contexts.

Writers should also be mindful of redundancy. Repeated use of starters like “It is
important to note” can dilute emphasis rather than enhance it. Instead, varying sentence
structures and integrating synonyms can maintain reader interest.

Balancing Professionalism with Accessibility

Informational writing often targets diverse audiences, from experts to laypersons.
Selecting sentence starters that maintain professionalism while remaining accessible is a
nuanced task. Phrases such as “This suggests that” or “Evidence shows” strike a balance
between formality and clarity, making content approachable without sacrificing authority.

Sentence Starters as a Pedagogical Tool

Beyond professional writing, sentence starters play an essential role in education,
particularly in teaching students how to craft informational essays and reports. Educators
utilize them to scaffold writing skills, helping learners organize thoughts and articulate
information effectively.

By providing students with a repertoire of sentence starters, teachers encourage variety
and precision in writing. This practice also supports language development and critical
thinking, as students learn to connect ideas logically and present information coherently.

Impact on Writing Development

Research in educational psychology underscores the benefit of structured sentence
starters in improving both writing fluency and quality. Learners exposed to guided
sentence initiation demonstrate higher confidence and produce more organized texts.



Incorporating sentence starters into writing curricula aligns with broader literacy goals,
including enhancing vocabulary, fostering analytical skills, and preparing students for
academic and professional communication demands.

Sentence starters for informational writing are indispensable tools that enhance the
clarity, organization, and engagement of informational texts. Their strategic use supports
effective communication across various domains, from academic research to digital
content creation. By understanding and applying diverse sentence starters thoughtfully,
writers can elevate the quality and accessibility of their informational writing, meeting
both audience expectations and SEO requirements.
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struggling to bring their students up to grade level. Simplify Your Writing Instruction provides you
with a classroom-tested framework that helps you set up your writing block within the limited time
and resources you have. Step by step, this practical guide shows you how to amplify your students’
writing skills, employ simple feedback opportunities and interventions, streamline your lessons, use
simple differentiation techniques to help reach students of all ability levels, and more. Author April
Smith is a former teacher who has trained more than 50,000 K-12 educators on best practices for
writing instruction. While in the classroom, she learned that having simple and consistent systems in
place is critical. Accordingly, none of the tasks and strategies will require you to create or prep
anything complicated or time-consuming. In Simplify Your Writing Instruction, you will find
easy-to-use checklists, implementation tasks, customizable templates, student writing samples,
helpful tables and charts, and a simple spreadsheet that you can use to plan your lessons and modify
your teaching to meet the needs of each writer. Be confident and supported in your writing
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and writing samples Space for making notes and working through ideas Links to online content,
including printable templates Just as you adapt instruction to your students, this book adapts to you.
The authors designed every guide, tool, and resource to be usable in its original form, or customized
as you see fit. This indispensable resource will make responsive instruction actionable—and your
students feel valued and heard as they recognize the possibility and power they have as writers.
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resources in all subjects to improve the students’ writing skills using the vocabulary relating to the
subject. We know that these resources significantly improves the student’s writing skills with
practise. This is a must for every secondary teacher.
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process? You're not alone. Thousands of passionate teachers share your commitment to excellence,
but few have the right tools to navigate the NBPTS Literacy: Reading-Language Arts exam with
clarity, confidence, and strategic precision. This 2025-2026 Study Guide was built for educators like
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Architecture of Accomplished Teaching, and the Literacy Standards that shape effective instruction.
[0 Component 1 Mastery Targeted reviews and smart strategies for selected-response and
constructed-response tasks. Whether it’s literacy development, text comprehension, writing
instruction, or assessment literacy—you’ll walk in ready to perform at your best. [] Portfolio Support
for Components 2-4 Learn exactly how to craft evidence-driven written commentaries, select
student work samples, and reflect deeply on your teaching practice with confidence. Avoid common
pitfalls with expert tips and annotated samples. [] Practice-Driven Success Includes 3 full-length
practice tests, constructed-response tasks, Reflection prompts and detailed answer explanations—so
you don’t just memorize; you internalize, apply, and excel. [] Real-World Application and Reflection
Go beyond test prep. Strengthen your identity as a reflective practitioner, collaborate with families
and communities, and document your professional growth—all while aligning your work with NBPTS
expectations. Whether you're tackling the exam for the first time or refining your portfolio for
retake, this guide will keep you focused, motivated, and strategically prepared. No fluff. No filler.
Just what you need to succeed—written by educators, for educators. The recognition you deserve is
within reach. The classrooms that need you are waiting. Take the next step in your teaching journey.
Click “Add to Cart” and start preparing like a certified professional today.
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follow-up to Dove and Honigsfeld’s best-selling K-5 volume, this outstanding resource is packed with
all the advice, tools, and strategies you need to build struggling learners’ language skills in today’s
Common Core climate. Armed with this book, you’ll Better understand the 32 ELA anchor standards
Learn more about the specific skills uncommon learners need to master them Discover new
research-based teaching strategies aligned to each standard Maximize the effectiveness of
collaboration and co-teaching Read this book, implement its strategies, and see the benefits for
yourself. It may be your best hope for making the standards achievable for all kinds of uncommon
learners: ELLs, students with disabilities, speakers of nonstandard English, and other struggling
students. Honigsfeld and Dove provide educators with research, insights, tools, and models for
helping diverse students meet and exceed Common Core anchor literacy standards across
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